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ABSÏSACS
D u rin g  th e  w in te r  o f  1862 , th e  Union army and navy 
c a p tu re d  K entucky and d ro v e  C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e s  o u t o f  
c e n t r a l  T e n n e sse e , v i r t u a l l y  a n n i h i l a t i n g  a m a jo r  C onfed­
e r a t e  f i e l d  army a t  F o r t  D o n e lso n , T e n n e sse e , T hese 
s u c c e s s e s  gave  th e  N o rth  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  th e  W este rn  
t h e a t e r  o f  th e  w ar and paved  th e  way f o r  a  F e d e ra l  c o n q u e s t 
o f  th e  im p o r ta n t  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a lle y  r e g io n .
A f t e r  D one lson  a  m a jo r  U nion arm y u n d e r  G e n e ra l  U, S . 
G ra n t s t a r t e d  a n  advance  a lo n g  th e  l i n e  o f  th e  T ennessee  
R iv e r .  Awakened by  t h e i r  d a i^ e ro u s  r e v e r s e s  i n  th e  W est, 
S o u th e rn  a u t h o r i t i e s  m assed  t r o o p s  and  equ ipm en t f o r  a  
c o u n te r o f f e n s iv e  to  r e c o v e r  th e  m i l i t a r y  i n i t i a t i v e  and 
com pensate  f o r  th e  l o s s  o f  th e  D onelson  arm y.
The C o n fe d e ra te  commander i n  th e  W est, G e n e ra l A lb e r t  
S id n ey  J o h n s to n , s u p p o r te d  by  G e n e ra l P . G, T . B e a u re g a rd , 
c o l l e c t e d  a 1 r c e  o f  a b o u t f o r t y  th o u sa n d  p a r t i a l l y  t r a i n e d  
and  eq u ip p ed  S o u th e rn e rs  a t  t h e  im p o r ta n t  r a i l r o a d  ju n c t io n  
o f  C o r in th ,  M i s s i s s i p p i .  J u s t  tw e n ty -tw o  m ile s  t o  th e  
n o r t h ,  U. S . G ra n t w a ite d  a t  P i t t s b u r g ,  T e n n e sse e , f o r  th e  
a r r i v a l  o f  r e in fo r c e m e n ts  b e fo r e  u n d e r ta k in g  w h a t he  
p la n n e d  to  be  th e  l a s t  o f f e n s iv e  o f  th e  w ar i n  t h e  W est,
th e  cap tu re  o f  C orin th  and th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  Jo h n s to n 's  
army.
i v
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G e n e ra l J o h n s to n , d e c id in g  h i s  o n ly  chance was t o  
a t t a c k  b e fo r e  G ra n t c o u ld  be r e i n f o r c e d ,  o rd e re d  th e  S o u th e rn  
arm y o u t  o f  C o r in th  on t h e  n ig h t  o f  A p r i l  2 ,  1#62 , The 
C o n fe d e ra te s  p lan n e d  t o  a t t a c k  on th e  m orning o f  A p r i l  4 , 
b u t  bad w e a th e r  a lo n g  th e  l i n e  o f  m arch , a id e d  by  t h e i r  
own in e x p e r ie n c e ,  cau sed  th e  a t t a c k  t o  b e  p o stp o n ed  f i r s t  
one d a y , and  th e n  a  s e c o n d . The a t t a c k  was a  t a c t i c a l  
s u r p r i s e ,  and p ro b a b le  d i s a s t e r  was o n ly  a v e r te d  by  U nion 
C o lo n e l E v e r e t t  Peabody , who a g g r e s s iv e ly  u n co v ered  th e  
S o u th e rn  a d v a n c e . Peabody was k i l l e d ,  b u t  Union s o l d i e r s  
w ere  g iv e n  p re c io u s  m in u te s  t o  draw  am m unition  and  a s se m b le . 
The C o n fe d e ra te s  d i s s i p a te d  t h e i r  s t r e n g th  i n  s c a t -  
t e r e d  a t t a c k s  a l l  a lo n g  th e  th r e e - m i le  b a t t l e  f r o n t  i n s t e a d  
o f  m aking one o v erp o w erin g  a s s a u l t  on th e  v u ln e r a b le  U nion 
l e f t ,  w h ich  m ig h t w e l l  h av e  s e c u re d  t h e  a l l  im p o r ta n t  
L an d in g  and i s o l a t e d  G ra n t* s  army from  s u c c o r .  D e s p i te  
t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  d r iv e  i n  th e  Union l e f t ,  th e  R eb e ls  w ere  
s t i l l  a b le  t o  push G ra n t and h i s  army b a ck  to  th e  L and ing  
and th e  s u r ro u n d in g  b l u f f ,  Jo h n s to n  was k i l l e d  a b o u t 
2 :3 0  P , M ., and B e au re g a rd  to o k  o v e r  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  
command. A t th e  end o f  th e  d a y , B e a u re g a rd  o rd e re d  h i s  
t i r e d  army to  d is e n g a g e .
The two a rm ie s  s u f f e r e d  t e r r i b l y  from  th e  r a i n  and 
c o ld  Sunday n d g h t , b u t  th e  N o r th e rn e rs  w ere buoyed up by  
th e  a r r i v a l  o f  m ass iv e  Union r e in f o r c e m e n ts .  Dawn b ro u g h t
V
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a  U nion c o u n te r a t t a c k ,  w h ich  g r a d u a l ly  f o r c e d  th e  ja d e d  
and b a d ly  outnum bered  S o u th e rn  arm y to  w ith d ra w . About 
3 P . M ., B e au re g a rd  s u c c e s s f u l l y  b ro k e  o f f  th e  a c t io n  and 
f e l l  b ack  to  C o r in th  w i th o u t  any  p u r s u i t .
I n  e a r l y  May th e  Union arm y a t  P i t t s b u r g ,  now commanded 
b y  th e  new ly a r r i v e d  G e n e ra l  H enry W. H a l le c k ,  lau n c h ed  a  
s le w  o v e rp o w erin g  ad v an ce  on C o r in th ,  G r e a t ly  o u t­
w eighed  by  th e  Union arm y, B e au re g a rd  s k irm is h e d  w ith  
H a l le c k 's  f o r c e s  u n t i l  l a t e  May, when h e  s u c c e s s f u l ly  
e v a c u a te d  C o r in th ,  l e a v in g  th e  town t o  th e  in v a d e r .  I n  
o ccu p y in g  C o r in th ,  t h e  F e d e ra l  army a c h ie v e d  a  s t r a t e g i c  
s u c c e s s ,  b u t  H a l le c k ’ s  f a i l u r e  t o  d e s t r o y  B e a u re g a rd ' s  arm y 
s c a n t  t h e  i n d e f i n i t e  p ro lo n g in g  o f  th e  w a r . D e s p ite  B eau re ­
g a r d 's  e sc a p e , th e  U nion p u sh  i n t o  th e  M is s is s ip p i -T e n n e s s e e  
V a l le y  was a  s p e c t a c u la r  s u c c e s s ,  f o r  t h e  S o u th  was d e a l t  
b lo w s from  w hich  sh e  was n e v e r  a b le  t o  c o m p le te ly  r e c o v e r .
V I
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CHAPTER I  
ALONG THE RIVERS
A p o e t  m i ^ t  d e s c r ib e  them  a s  a rro w s  ro n n i i ig  t h i o u ^  
th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra c y , h u t  t o  th e  m i l i t a r y  a n d  
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  N o rth  an d  S o u th  h a c k  i n  1 8 6 1 , th e  
C um herland , T en n e sse e  and  M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r s  r e p r e s e n te d  
s o m e th in g  much m ore p r o s a i c ,  y e t  v i t a l ;  th e  p r o h a h le  d if fe r* -  
e n ce  b e tw een  v i c t o r y  an d  d e f e a t  i n  th e  A m erican  C i v i l  W ar. 
B e s id e s  s e r v in g  a s  a  m a jo r  p e a c e tim e  avenue  o f  t r a d e  f o r  th e  
W e s te rn  s t a t e s ,  th e s e  r i v e r s  d i s s e c t e d  and  d iv id e d  much o f  
t h e  r i c h e s t  a r e a  o f  th e  S o u th , W ith  i t s  t re m e n d o u s ly  
g r e a t e r  i n d u s t r i a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  N o rth  c o u ld  e a s i l y  u t i l i z e  
t h e s e  r i v e r s  a s  a v e n u e s  o f  i n v a s io n  i n t o  th e  h e a r t l a n d  o f  th e  
S o u th , s t r i k i n g  a t  th e  p o p u la t io n  c e n t e r s  o f  T e n n e s s e e , a t  
t h e  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  c o n n e c t in g  th e  C o n fe d e ra c y , an d  a t  th e  
i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  t h a t  w ere b e g in n in g  to  b u d , n o t a b l y  
C h a tta n o o g a , N a s h v i l le  and  A t l a n t a .  The C o n fe d e ra c y , l a c k in g  
t h e  i n d u s t r i e l  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  b u i l d  a  p o w e rfu l r i v e r  f l e e t ,  
w ou ld  be f o r c e d  t o  u t i l i z e  r i v e r  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a s  a  d e fe n s e  
a g a i n s t  a  N o r th e rn  p u sh  down th e  l i n e s  o f  th e s e  r i v e r s .
One o f  th e  p r i z e s  i n  th e  w a r i n  t h i s  h e a r t l a n d  r e g io n  
w as th e  a l l  im p o r ta n t  b o r d e r  s t a t e s ,  K en tucky  and  î ô i s s o u r i .  
N ot o n ly  f o r  t h e i r  g e o g ra p h ic a l  l o c a t i o n s ,  b u t  a s  a  f e r t i l e  
f i e l d  f o r  r e c r u i t i n g  an d  o b t a i n i n g  m u n it io n s ,  t h e s e  s t a t e s  
w ere  o f  th e  u tm o s t  im p o r ta n c e  t o  b o th  s i d e s .
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The g e o g r a p h ic a l  f e a i ru re s  o f  t h i s  h e a r t l a n d  r e g i o n ,  
w here  th e  w ar was s lo w ly  d e v e lo p in g ,  w ere  s i g n i f i c e n t . The 
tw o g r e a t  r i v e r s ,  t h e  T e n n e sse e  an d  C nm herland , i n t e r s e c t e d  
th e  r e g io n ,  and  w ou ld  o b v io u s ly  he o f  g r e a t  u s e  a s  a  m eans o f  
m o v in g  t r o o p s  and  s u p p l i e s  w i th  minimum c o s t .  The T e n n e sse e  
w as n a v ig a b le  fro m  i t s  m ou th , th ro u g h  W e ste rn  K en tu ck y  and  
T e n n e s s e e , and  i n t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  A labam a, a s  f a r  a s  
M u s se ls  S h o a ls ;  w h i le  th e  C um berland  c o u ld  be n a v ig a te d  f a r  
u p  b eyond  îT a s h v i l le .  I n  t h e  e a s t e r n  r e g io n  w ere th e  Cumber^ 
l a n d  M o u n ta in s , w h ic h  c o u ld  be c ro s s e d  a t  c e r t a i n  p a s s e s ,  th e  
m o st im p o r ta n t  o f  w h ich  w as C um berland  Gap, i f  th e  U n io n  
f o r c e s  c o u ld  d e v e lo p  a  s t r o n g  e n o u ^  a im y  w i th  a  s e c u r e  
l o g i s t i c s  b a se  t o  im m e d ia te ly  advance  and  d r iv e  o u t  th e  
c o m p a ra t iv e ly  s m a ll  C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e  i n  th e  a r e a .  The 
T e n n e sse e  and G e o rg ia  R a ilw a y  r a n  up  th e  v a l l e y  o f  th e s e  
m o u n ta in s  i n t o  V i r g i n i a ,  m ak in g  i t  one o f  th e  m ain  l i n e s  o f  
co m m u n ica tio n s  b e tw e e n  th e  S o u th e rn  a rm ie s  c p e r a t i n g ' i h  t h a t  
r e g i o n  and  th e  G u lf  S t a t e s ,  A t th e  c i t y  o f  C h a tta n o o g a , i n
E a s t  T e n n e s se e , U n io n i s t  t e r r i t o r y ,  t h i s  r a i lw a y  c o n n e c te d
!
w i th  t h e  G e o rg ia  C e n t r a l  R a i l r o a d ,  w h ich  l e d  i n t o  th e  heaoH; 
o f  G e o rg ia , and  w i th  t h e  C h a r le s to n  and  M em phis, w h ich  p a s s e d  
i n t o  n o r th e r n  A labam a and  M i s s i s s i p p i  and  M em phis, T e n n e s s e e . 
Erom L o u i s v i l l e ,  K e n tu c k y , th e  L o u i s v i l l e  an d  N a s h v i l le  l i n e  
r a n  so u th w a rd  th ro u g h  B o w lin g  G reen  a  h u n d re d  m i le s  an d  
t o  N a s h v i l l e ,  s e v e n ty  m j.le s  f u r t h e r ,
From G e n e ra l A lb e r t  S id n e y  J o h n s t o n 's  b a se  a t  B o w lin g
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G re en , th e  Memphis and  Ohio p a s s e d  th ro u g h  C l a r k s v i l l e ,  
T e n n e s s e e , a n d  P a r i s  an d  E um oold t t o  M em phis, two h u n d re d  
a n d  f o r t y  m i le s  aw ay. R un n in g  from  P a r i s ,  T e n n e s se e , t h e r e  
w as a  b ra n c h  th ro u g h  t o  C olum bus, w h ich  was a b o u t a  h u n d re d  
a n d  s e v e n ty  m i le s  by  r a i l  fro m  B o w lin g  G reen , th e  c e n t e r  o f  
t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  l i n e .  T h ere  was a  d o u b le  l i n e  o f  r a i l r o a d s  
d i r e c t l y  fro m  H um boldt i n t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i .  Prom 
N a s h v i l l e , T e n n e s s e e , th e  I 'T a s h v il le -D e c a te u r  l i n e  r a n  s o u th ­
w ard  i n t o  A labam a, w h ile  th e  N a s h v i l le  an d  C h a tta n o o g a  
c o n n e c te d  N a s h v i l le  w i th  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  r a i l r o a d  c e n t e r  a t  
C h a tta n o o g a . As lo n g  a s  G e n e ra l J o h n s to n  c o u ld  h o ld  th e  
l i n e  fro m  B o w lin g  G reen  to  C olum bus, h e  n o t  o n ly  p lu g g e d  
o f f  th e  C um berland , T en n e sse e  and  M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r s  a g a i n s t  
a  U n io n i s t  a d v a n c e , b u t  he  p r o t e c t e d  t h i s  p o w e rfu l an d  im­
p o r t a n t  r a i lw a y  s y s te m .
An a d v an c e  o v e r la n d  by  e i t h e r  arm y was a p t  t o  be  an  
e x tr e m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  f o r  th e  ro a d s  i n  K en tucky  
a n d  T en n e sse e  w ere  u s u a l l y  o f  th e  o r d in a r y  c o u n try  ty p e ,  
w h ic h  was p a s s a b le  i n  th e  summer, b u t  was v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
move o v e r  when th e  r a i n s  came i n  w i n t e r  and  s p r i n g .^
B e s id e s  th e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  sy s te m , t h e r e  w ere  o t h e r  
p r e s s i n g  r e a s o n s  why th e  S o u th  h a d  t o  d e fe n d  t h i s  h e a r t l a n d  
r e g i o n .  By r e t a i n i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  r e g io n .  S o u th e rn  a u th o r ­
i t i e s  c o u ld  e v e n t u a l l y  draw  l a r g e  num bers o f  c o n s c r i p t s  and  
d r a f t e d  t r o o p s .  I f  th e  U n ion  arm y c o u ld  occupy  t h i s  r e g io n .
----------------- j — — -------
M atthew  P . S t e e l e ,  A m erican  C am paigns. (W a sh in g to n :
c .  1 9 5 1 ) , 7 3 , 7 4 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
t h e n  p e r s o n s  o f  liifcewaroi sym pathy  c o u ld  he d r a f t e d  i n t o  th e
F e d e r a l  a rm y. A ls o , m ines, i n  th e  e x tre m e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p a r t
o f  T e n n e s s e e , a t  D uoktow n, f u r n i s h e d  90 p e r c e n t  o f  th e
c o p p e r  m ined  i n  th e  C o n fe d e ra c y . F u r th e rm o re , T e n n e s se e ,
w i th  s e v e n te e n  f u r n a c e s ,  s m e l t in g  tw e n ty - tw o  h u n d re d  to n s  o f
i r o n  o re  a n n u a l ly  i n  i8 6 0 ,  was th e  l a r g e s t  p ro d u c e r  o f  p i g
2
i r o n  i n  th e  S o u th .
The E e n tu o k y -T e n n e s se e  r e g io n  w as a l s o  t r e m e n d o u s ly  
im p o r ta n t  f o r  th e  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  fo o d  s t u f f s  p ro d u c e d .
I n  i8 6 0 ,  K en tu ck y  p ro d u c e d  a lm o s t  s e v e n  and  o n e - h a l f  m i l l i o n  
b u s h e l s  o f  w h e a t, s i x  t im e s  t h a t  o f  A labam a, w h ile  T en n e sse e  
p ro d u c e d  f i v e  an d  o n e - h a l f  m i l l i o n  b u s h e l s  a s  com pared  t o  
l e s s  t h a n  s i x  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  r a i s e d  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i .  I n  
th e  same y e a r ,  K en tu ck y  p ro d u c e d  s i x t y - f o u r  m i l l i o n  b u s h e ls  
o f  c o m ,  and  T en n e sse e  f i f t y - t w o  m i l l i o n  a s  a g a i n s t  tw e n ty -  
n in e  m i l l i o n  f o r  M i s s i s s i p p i  an d  t h i r t y - t h r e e  m i l l i o n  f o r  
A labam a. T h is  m ean t th e  K e n tu c k y -T e n n e sse e  r e g io n  n o t  
o n ly  p ro d u c e d  a d e q u a te  s u p p l i e s  f o r  i t s  own u s e ,  b u t  enough 
t o  e x p o r t ,  p o t e n t i a l l y ,  t o  o t h e r  r e g io n s  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra c y , 
b o th  f o r  m i l i t a r y  a n d  c i v i l  u s e .  T h is  r e g io n  was a l s o  v a s t l y  
im p o r ta n t  f o r  l i v e s t o c k .  I n  i8 6 0 ,  K en tu ck y  was l i s t e d  i n  th e  
c e n s u s  r e c o r d s  a s  p o s s e s s in g  t h r e e  h u n d re d  and  f i f t y - f i v e  
th o u s a n d  h o m e s ,  one h u n d re d  an d  s e v e n te e n  th o u s a n d  m u les  and
2
C lem ent E a to n , H i s t o r y  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  C o n fe d e ra c y , 
(Hew. Y ork : c .  1 9 5 4 ) ,  1: ---- ----------------------------------------------------------
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a s s e s ,  and  m ore th a n  a  t h i r d  o f  a  m i l l i o n  sh e ep , w h ile  
T ennessee  fo llo w e d  o n ly  s l i g h t l y  b e h in d  w ith  two h u n d red  
and  n in e ty  th o u sa n d  h o r s e s ,  one hun d red  and tw e n ty - s ix  
th o u sa n d  m ules and a s s e s ,  and th r e e  q u a r t e r s  o f  a  m i l l i o n  
sh e e p . A t t h i s  same' t im e  Alabama o n ly  had  a  hundred  and  
tw e n ty -s e v e n  th o u san d  h o r s e s ,  one h u n d red  and e le v e n  
th o u sa n d  m ules and a s s e s ,  and th r e e  hun d red  and s e v e n ty  
th o u sa n d  sh e e p , w h ile  M is s i s s ip p i  fo llo w e d  w ith  o re  h u n d red  
and s e v e n te e n  th o u sa n d , one hundred  and t e n  th o u s and  
th r e e  h u n d red  and f i f t y - t w o  th ousand  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  Thus n o t  
o n ly  was t h i s  r e g io n  a b re a d  b a s k e t ,  b u t  i t  would be  e x tre m e ­
l y  u s e f u l  f o r  s u p p ly in g  rem ounts f o r  C o n fe d e ra te  c a v a l r y  and 
w ork an i ma l s  f o r  C o n fe d e ra te  o rdnance  and com m issary  d e p o ts .^  
T en n essee  a l s o  s u p p l ie d  m ore th a n  a  q u a r t e r  o f  th e  s c a n t  
l e a t h e r  su p p ly  t h a t  w ould be  a v a i la b le  i n  th e  S o u th e rn  C onfed­
e r a c y .^  Econom ics a s  w e l l  a s  s t r a t e g y  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
C o n fed eracy  m ust h o ld  th e  l i n e  i n  K entucky and T en n e sse e ,
I t  n a t u r a l l y  fo llo w e d  t h a t  w hoever c o u ld  g a in  c o n t r o l  
w ould be  i n  a  much b e t t e r  p o s i t io n  b o th  m i l i t a r i l y  and 
p o l i t i c a l l y .  The g o v e rn o rs  o f  T ennessee and  K entucky b o th  
te n d e d  to  be  p r o - s e c e s s i o n i s t ,  b u t  a t  th e  o u tb re a k  o f  w a r th e  
l e g i s l a t o r s  te n d e d  to  f a v o r  e i t h e r  a  p o l ic y  o f  n e u t r a l i t y
3
^ U n ite d  S t a te s  B u reau  o f  th e  C en su s , E ig h th  C ensus 
o f  ^ e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ; 1S60. (W ashington: 1 0 6 4 7 7 ^
^A. L . C onger, ” F o r t  D o n e lso n ,"  The M i l i t a r y  H i s t o r -  
i a n  and  E co n o m ist. I ,  ( J a n u a ry , 19 1 6 ), 5 1 ' ^ ,  -----------
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o r  w ere  i n  f a v o r  o f  r e m a in in g  w i th in  t h e  fram ew ork  o f  th e  
U n io n , U s in g  i l l e g a l  o r  e x t r a  l e g a l  m ean s, p r o - U n io n is t  
f o r c e s  q u ic k ly  g a in e d  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  M is s o u r i  s t a v e  g o v e rn ­
m e n t, s e i z e d  m o st o f  th e  l a r g e  s to c k s  o f  m u n it io n s  l y i n g  
v / i t h in  th e  s t a t e ,  an d  la u n c h e d  a n  o f f e n s iv e  t o  c l e a r  o u t  
p ro -C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e s  fro m  th e  s t a t e .  A f t e r  a  p r e l im in a r y  
en gagem en t a t  B o o n v i l l e ,  M is s o u r i ,  U n io n is t  f o r c e s ,  l e d  b y  
G e n e ra l  U a th a n ie l  L yon, b e g a n  a  move so u th w a rd .
G e n e ra l  P ra n z  S i g e l  w as d e f e a te d  i n  a  m in o r  a c t i o n  a t  
C a r th a g e ,  M is s o u r i ,  b u t  m anaged to  l i n k  u p  w i th  Lyons i n  
t im e  t o  a t t a c k  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  arm y i n  M is s o u r i ,  w h ich  was 
l e d  by  G e n e ra l  Ben M c C u llo u ^ i, and  th e  M is s o u r i  S t a t e  Con­
f e d e r a t e  G uard , commanded b y  G e n e ra l S t e r l i n g  "Pap" P r i c e .
I n  a  f i e r c e  b a t t l e  a t  W il s o n 's  C reek , M is s o u r i ,  on A ugust 
1 0 , 1 8 6 1 , Lyon w as k i l l e d ,  and  h i s  n u m e r ic a l ly  s m a l l e r  
a im y  was f o r c e d  t o  r e t r e a t  i n  one o f  th e  b l o o d i e s t  a c t i o n s  
f o r  i t s  s i z e  i n  th e  e n t i r e  w a r . The f o l lo w in g  m on th , i n  
S e p te m b e r , P r i c e  s u c c e e d e d  i n  c a p tu r in g  L e x in g to n , M is s o u r i ,  
a f t e r  a  two w e e k s’ s i e g : ; ,  b u t  l a c k  o f  eq u ip m en t and  num bers 
f o r c e d  th e  p r o - s e c e s s i o n i s t  f o r c e s  to  w ith d ia w  so u th w a rd .
I n  K e n tu ck y , th e  s i t u a t i o n  was e v en  m ore com plex . 
G e n e ra l  Sim on B o l iv a r  B u c k n e r commanded t h e  K en tu ck y  S t a t e  
G u ard , a  w e l l  t r a i n e d  an d  o rg a n iz e d  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  o f  a b o u t  
tw e lv e  th o u s a n d  men, l a r g e l y  p ro -C o n fe d e ra te  i n  sym pathy . 
B u c k n e r , th e  s o u l  o f  h o n o r ,  r e f u s e d  to  u s e  h i s  p o s i t i o n  t o  
ad v an c e  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra c y  and  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a n
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agreem ent irîith G eneral George M cClellan to  m a in ta in  Ken­
tu c k y 's  n e u t r a l i t y .  Both s id e s  im a e d ia ts ly  began r a is in g  
tro o p s from th i s  s t a t e .
The C onfedera tes , who were th e o r e t i c a l ly  a t  l e a s t  i n  
th e  eyes o f  most N o rth ern ers , R ebels , u n fo r tu n a te ly  in s i s te d  
i n  a c tin g  in  th e  most le g a l  and o f f ic io u s  manner p o ss ib le : 
w hile  I h e i r  N orthern fo e ,  who supposedly re p re se n te d  th e  
fo rc e s  o f  good o rd er and l e g a l i t y ;  ac te d  w ith  alm ost t r u e  
re v o lu tio n a ry  z e a l .  Arms and m unitions were b rought in to  
Kentucky from N orthern a r s e n a ls ,  and s e v e ra l  bod ies o f  p i ^  
Union Kentucky tro o p s  were soon o rgan ized ; th e  most impor­
t a n t  a t  Casqp Dick E^tbinson, i n  N orthern Kentucky, commanded 
by one o f  th e  most in te r e s t i n g  f ig u re s  o f  th e  w ar, G eneral 
Samuel Nelson, a  n av a l o f f i c e r  tu rn ed  s o ld ie r  i n  th e  
emergency©
The C onfederates drew tro o p s  from th e  s t a t e ,  b u t th ey  
s e t  up t h e i r  camps ac ro ss  th e  Kentucky l i n e ,  in  th e  f r ie n d ly  
s t a t e  o f  Tennessee, Wiich bad seceded i n  June© The Kentucky 
s i t u a t io n  f i n a l l y  exploded on September 3 , 1661, >dien 
G eneral Leonidas Polk  le d  C onfederate fo rc e s  ac ro ss  th e  s t a t e  
l in e  and occupied Columbus, lA ich  he im m ediately began 
f o r t i f y in g  in to  one o f  th e  s tro n g e s t  C onfederate p o s it io n s  
i n  th e  W est. I n  r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  th e  a c t .  G enera l U. S . G ran t 
le d  a  sm all Union fo rc e  so u th , occupying Paducah on th e  
fo llo w in g  day. P o lk ’s  a c t  was m i l i t a r i l y  im p o rtan t because
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
8
i t  d id  g iv e  th e  C onfederates a  good base o f  o p e ra tio n s  f o r  
t h e i r  l e f t  f la n k  in  Kentucky, b u t i t  was p o l i t i c a l l y  un­
fo r tu n a te  because i t  p u t on th e  South th e  s t a i n  o f  f i r s t  
invad ing  a n e u t r a l  s t a t e  and a l ie n a te d  many K entuckians, who 
m ight o therw ise  have been more sym pathetic to  th e  Southern 
p o s i t io n .  The l in e  , o f  C onfederate fo rc e s  in  Kentucky 
soon s ta b i l i z e d ,  running  from Bowling Green i n  th e  c e n te r ,  
l e f t  t o  P o lk ’s newly acq u ired  p o s i t io n  a t  Columbus, and to  
th e  r i g h t ,  rough ly  to  th e  v i c in i t y  o f  Cumberland Gap. 
C onfederate h ead q u arte rs  were a t  Bowling G reen, on th e  sou th  
bank o f  th e  B arren  R iv e r, where th e  r a i l r o a d  from  K ash v ille  
to  L o u is v il le  c ro s s e s . This p o s i t io n  a ls o  enabled  Hie 
S ou therners to  u se  th e  M obile and Ohio R a ilro ad , which 
cro ssed  over in to  Tennessee, en ab lin g  th e  C onfedera tes to  
use  r a i l  communications between t h e i r  c e n te r  and t h e i r  l e f t .  
Across th e  M is s is s ip p i R iv e r, th e  C onfederates occupied and 
began f o r t i f y in g  New M adrid, M isso u ri, as w e ll a s  I s la n d  
Ho* 10 , which a c tu a l ly  was an is la n d  a t  a p o in t  between th e  
Tennessee and M issou ri sh o re s .
Even b e fo re  Tennessee seceded Onion a u th o r i t ie s  had 
a lre a d y  began work on b u ild in g  a f l e e t  capable o f  poten­
t i a l l y  dom inating th i s  h e a r tla n d  re g io n . At C a iro , Mound 
C ity , and S t .  L ou is , Union iro n c la d  w arsh ips, a s  w e ll as 
wooden gunboats, were q u ic k ly  co n s tru c te d  and o u t f i t t e d .  
A cross ha l f  a  dozen s t a t e s  C onfederate and Union g en e ra ls  
r a is e d  tro o p s , c o l le c te d  m u n itio n s, and t r i e d  f r a n t i c a l l y
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t o  p u t  t h e i r  f o r c e s ,  t o g e t h e r  i n  some r e a s o n a b le  s t a t e  o f  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  th e  f i g h t i n g  t h a t  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  w ould  
b r e a k  o u t .  A t t h i s  pT^rly s t a g e  i n  th e  w a r , b o th  s i d e s  
w ere  h a n d ic a p p e d  by  th e  l a c k  o f  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  s u p p l i e s  an d  w eap o n s . The 
S o u th  n a t u r a l l y  s u f f e r e d  m o st i n  t h i s  d e p a r tm e n t ,  l a c k i n g  
fu n d s  t o  buy  m a t e r i a l s  i n  E u ro p e  an d  r e s o u r c e s  a t  home w i th  
w h ic h  t o  b u i l d  w a r e q u ip m e n t, b u t  e v en  th e  U n io n  f o r c e s  
w ere  o f t e n  i n a d e q u a te ly  e q u ip p e d  i n  th e  f i r s t  d a y s  o f  th e  
w a r .  N e i th e r  s id e  was p r e p a r e d  t o  la u n c h  a n y  k in d  o f  m a jo r  
o f f e n s iv e  o p e r a t io n  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  an d  m ost U n io n  l e a d e r s  
w e re  to o  happy  t o  r e t a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  M is s o u r i  an d  K e n tu c k y .
A f t e r  th e  f a l l  o f  P o r t  S u m te r, M a jo r  R o b e r t  A n d e rso n , 
E e n tu c k y -b o m , b u t  l o y a l  t o  th e  U n io n , a c h ie v e d  th e  s t a tu s :  
o f  a  n a t i o n a l  h e r o ,  e v e n  t h o u ^  he h ad  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  y i e l d  
h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  a f t e r  a  two d ay  bom bardm ent, t o  G e n e ra l 
P i e r r e  G u stav e  T o u ta n t  B e a u re g a rd . B ecau se  o f  h i s  K en tu ck y  
c o n n e c t io n s ,  L in c o ln  an d  o t h e r  W ash ing ton  o f f i c i a l s  th o u g h t  
i t  w ould  be p o l i t i c a l l y  e x p e d ie n t  t o  se n d  h im  t o  command i n  
K e n tu ck y  once U n ion  and  C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e s  h a d  moved i n t o  
t h e  s t a t e .  A n d e rso n  was i n  i l l  h e ^ t h ,  an d  he  so o n  a s k e d  to  
b e  r e l i e v e d  a f t e r  a  l i t t l e  m ore th a n  a  m onth  i n  s e r v i c e .
On O c to b e r  7 , t h e  h e ro  o f  P o r t  S u m ter was f o r m a l ly  r e l i e v e d  
o f  h i s  command b y  G e n e ra l W illia m  Tecum seh S he im an , who 
a f t e r  h i s  s e r v i c e s  a t  th e  B a t t l e  o f  P i r s t  M an assas h a d  b e e n  
a p p o in te d  to  command a n  i n f a n t r y  b r ig a d e  a t  L e x in g to n ,
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E e n tu c k y . S heim an h e ld  t h i s  command f o r  a  l i t t l e  m ore th a n  
a  week b e f o r e  h e  becam e in v o lv e d  i n  h i s  fam ous d i s c u s s i o n  
w i th  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War Cameron o v e r  j u s t  how many t r o o p s  
w ou ld  be n e e d e d  t o  s u p p r e s s  th e  r e b e l l i o n  an d  c r u s h  th e  
R e b e ls  i n  th e  l> 0 .s s is s ip p i  and T en n e sse e  V a l le y s .  The f o l ­
lo w in g  m onth  Sherm an was r e p la c e d  b y  G e n e ra l Don C a r lo s  B u e l l  
a s  h e a d  o f  th e  D e p a rtm en t o f  O h io . Sheim an was s h u n te d  o f f  
f o r  a  s h o r t  r e s t ,  an d  was o u t o f  th e  m a in - s t r e a m  o f  e v e n ts  
f o r  some w eeks w h ile  h e  r e c o v e re d  c o n t r o l  o f  h i s  n e r v e s .
W ith  B u e l l  i n  command i n  c e n t r a l  and  e a s t e r n  K en tu ck y  
an d  th e  a d ja c e n t  n o r t h e r n  s t a t e s ,  an d  H enry  W, H a l le c k  i n  
command o f  th e  D e p a rtm en t o f  th e  W est a c r o s s  th e  r i v e r  and  
th e  d i s t r i c t  o f  w e s te r n  K en tucky ; i t  w ould  seem  t h a t  th e  
U n io n  arm y was s u f f e r i n g  from  a  s e r i o u s  e r r o r  i n  d iv id e d  
command. A c tu a l ly  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  W est i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  
d e p a r tm e n ts  was th e  p r o d u c t  o f  th e  t h i n k i n g  o f  th e  new 
G e n e r a l - i n - C h ie f  o f  th e  U nion  Army, G eorge B i in to n  M c C le lla n . 
On Hovem ber 9 , j u s t  e i g h t  days a f t e r  M c C le lla n  assum ed  h i s  
new p o s i t i o n  a s  h e a d  o f  th e  U nion arm y, he  d iv id e d  th e  ex­
t e n s i v e  W e s te rn  D e p artm en t i n to  th e  D e p artm en t o f  K an sas 
a n d  M is s o u r i .  The l a t t e r  in c lu d e d  n o t  o n ly  M is s o u r i  b u t  th e  
W e s te rn  s t a t e s  o f  Io w a , W isc o n s in , I l l i n o i s ,  A rk a n s a s , and  
th e  segm en t o f  K en tu ck y  l y i n g  w e s t o f  th e  C um berland  R iv e r .  
L in c o ln *  s  home s t a t e  o f  I l l i n o i s  h ad  b e e n  i n  th e  W e s te rn  
D e p a rtm en t s in c e  th e  t h i r d  o f  J u l y ,  b u t  a l l  o f  K e n tu c k y , 
w i th  T e n n e s s e e , h ad  c o m p rise d  th e  o ld  D e p artm en t o f  th e
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Cumberland, tdiough fo rc e s  from th e  W estern D epartm ent bad 
been s ta tio n e d  a t  Paducah and Cairo*
With a  la rg e  b u t m otley c o l le c t io n  o f  h a l f  t r a in e d  
arm ies s c a t te r e d  on  both, s id e s  o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i R iv e r , th e  
s ta g e  was p r a c t i c a l ly  s e t  f o r  th e  opening o f  th e  r e a l  war 
f o r  th e  M is s is s ip p i and Tennessee V a lley s . But i f  th e  s ta g e  
were s e t ,  th e  c a s t in g  o f  th e  r o le s  o f  th e  le a d in g  a c to r s  
was n o t com plete. Most o f  th e  c h a ra c te rs  were on hand, b u t 
no one had been p icked  to  d i r e c t  th e  p la y . G eneral John 
C harles Fremont, th e  famous P a th f in d e r  o f  W estern ex p lo ra ­
t io n  fame, was app o in ted  to  command i n  M issouri and th e  
a d ja c e n t t e r r i t o r y  on Ju ly  9 , b u t  h is  ten u re  o f  o f f ic e  was 
ex trem ely  storm y. P o l i t i c a l l y  p ro te c te d  by h is  w ife , a 
member o f  th e  Thomas B art Benton fam ily , and by  t ie -u p s  
w ith  Frank B la i r ,  a  le a d in g  M issou rian  pro -B nloziist p o l i t i c i a n ,  
P renon t enjoyed g r e a t  renown f o r  h is  f i r s t  few weeks i n  
ccMBuand, b u t h is  f a i l u r e  to  ad eq u a te ly  su p p o rt G eneral LyoK, 
and s t i l l  l a t e r ,  h i s  la c k  o f  a c t io n  d u rin g  th e  s ie g e  o f  
L ex ing ton , caused th e  a d m in is tra tio n  to  lo se  f a i t h  i n  him, 
and w orse, he succeeded in  a l ie n a t in g  th e  in f lu e n t i a l  B la i r  
fam ily  by  h is  arrogance and c o n c e it .  The P a th f in d e r  was 
f i n a l l y  o f f i c i a l l y  r e l ie v e d  o f  h is  command on November 2 ,
1861, azxi G eneral David Ihm ter, V irg in ia -b o m , b u t a s tro n g  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  and Bnion sym path izer, was picked to  te m p o ra rily  
succeed him u n t i l  a  new departm ent commander could  be b rough t 
o u t from W ashington.
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On^&>7ember 1 9 , G e n e ra l H enry Wager H a lle c k  a r r i v e d
a t  S t .  Louis to  r e l ie v e  Hunter o f  h is  tem porary p o s t, and
to  assume th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  th e  Depairtment o f  M isso u ri, td iich
5
a ls o  inc luded  Kentucky. Hunter was shunted o f f  to  a  l e s s e r  
command in  Kansas, w h ile  H alleck  d ec lin e d  to  ta k e  to  th e  
a c t iv e  f i e l d  a g a in s t  th e  lo c a l  C onfederate f o rc e s ,  p re fe r r in g  
to  a c t  as a  war d i r e c to r .  G enerals Samuel C u r tis  and John 
Pope were g iv en  th e  ta s k  o f  c le a r in g  n o rth e rn  and so u th e rn  
M issou ri o f  C onfederate i r r e g u la r s  and d r iv in g  G eneral 
S te r l in g  P r ic e  o u t o f  th e  s t a t e .
Across th e  r i v e r  i n  e a s te rn  Kentucky th e  consnand 
system  was even more confused , i f  t h a t  were p o s s ib le . By 
p la c in g  b o th  banks o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i below i t s  ju n c tio n  
w ith  th e  Ohio and th e  lower p a r t  o f  th e  Tennessee R iver 
under a  s in g le  c e n t r a l  system , M cClellan d i r e c t ly  paved th e  
way f o r  th e  o p e ra tio n s  th a t  would fo llo w  d u rin g  th e  w in te r .  
This le d  to  th e  é lim in a tio n  o f th e  D epartm ent o f  the  Cieaber- 
lan d  and th e  fo rm atio n  o f  th e  Department o f  the  Ohio, «diich 
would be G eneral B u e ll’s command, c o n s is t in g  o f Kentucky, 
e a s t  o f  th e  Cumberland R iv er, a l l  o f  Tennessee (occupied by 
th e  C onfederate arm y), p lu s  M ichigan, In d ian a  and Ohio. I t  
can be seen  from t h i s  arrangem ent t h a t  th e  Tennessee and 
Cumberland R ivers changed departm ents as th e y  crossed  th e  
Kentucky s t a t e  l i n e ,  b u t  a t  t-.hç moment t h i s  made l i t t l e
^Stephen E. Ambrose. H alleck ; L in co ln ’s C hief o f  
S ta f f . (Baton Rouge; c ,  1962), 13 . “
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d if fe re n c e , s in c e  Tennessee was c o n tro lle d  by C onfederate 
f o rc e s .  I t  was a  com plicated arrangem ent once o ffe n s iv e  
o p e ra tio n s  so u th  began, b u t f o r  th e  moment i t  was ad eq u ate ,^
I f  G enera ls B u e ll and H alleck  could  work to g e th e r , 
co o rd in a ted  by M cClellan a s  G en e ra l- in -C h ie f , and th e  good 
o f f ic e s  o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  War and th e  P re s id e n t ,  th en  th e  
command system  in  th e  West cou ld  be made to  work w ith o u t 
to o  much f r i c t i o n .
South , i n  C onfederate t e r r i t o r y ,  Hie cœamand system
was c o n s id e rab ly  more s ia q s lif ie d . The o r ig in a l  C onfederate
commander, P o lk , had been re p la c e d  w ith  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  one
o f  th e  S o u th 's  g r e a te s t  w artim e h e ro es . G eneral A lb e rt S.
Johnston , The K entuciy-bom  C onfederate le a d e r  reached
7
N ash v ille  on September 14$ and assumed command o f  D epart­
ment No, 2 on th e  fo llow ing  d ay . The t e x t  o f  th e  o rd e r 
g iv in g  Jo h nston  h is  command, is su e d  f iv e  days e a r l i e r ,  a s ­
sig n ed  him to  d i r e c t  m i l i ta r y  o p e ra tio n s  i n  Tennessee, 
A rkansas, t h a t  p a r t  o f M is s is s ip p i ly in g  w est o f  th e  New 
O rlean s , Jackson  and G reat N orthern  and C e n tra l R a ilro ad ; 
Kentucky, M isso u ri, and th e  In d ia n  co u n try  to  th e  w est o f  
M issouri and Arkansas* Johnston  was th e  s e n io r  o f f i c e r  i n
Jà® o f  . f e  R e b e llio n : A G «m nilation o f  th e  
O f f ic ia l  Records o f  Union and C onfederate AMnjeslTWash- 
in g to n : Iô é 0 - l9 0 1 ) , X III , i v ,  349, H e re in a f te r  c i te d  as 
0 , R. u n le ss  o th erw ise  in d ic a te d , a l l  c i t a t io n s  a re  to  
S e r ie s  1 ,
n
'C h a rle s  P . Roland, A lb e r t  Sidney Johnston : S o ld ie r  o f  
Three R e p u b lic s .(A ustin : c , 1$64)\'25I% --------- -------
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th e  C onfederate army, a f t e r  th e  A d ju tan t G en era l, Samuel 
Cooper, who was too  in f irm  to  engage in  a c t iv e  f i e l d  
o p e ra tio n s . The appointasent o f  a  man o f  Jo h n sto n ’s p re s ­
t i g e  and re p u te  to  command th e  West dem onstrated  th e  fo rc e  o f  
P re s id e n t J e f fe rs o n  D avis’ f e e l in g s  i n  re g a rd  to  th e  
im portance o f  th e  th e a te r ,  b u t  th e  wisdom o f  g iv in g  such a 
la rg e  command to  one man, s in c e  everyone assumed th a t  John^ 
s to n  would a ls o  le a d  th e  m ain C onfederate f i e l d  a m y  in  
b a t t l e ,  i s  p o ss ib ly  d e b a ta b le . An o ld  m i l i t a r y  axiom says 
t h a t  a  g e n e ra l should  never have to  le a d  one army i n  p erso n  
w h ile  d i r e c t in g  th e  o p e ra tio n s  o f  o th e rs  a t  th e  same tim e . 
Whether Johnston  could a c t  a s  s o ld ie r  and a s  a  m aster th e a te r  
s t r a t e g i s t  would rem ain to  be se en , b u t a t  l e a s t  th e  Confed- 
ei% te fo rc e s  i n  th e  West would have a c e r t a in  u n i ty  o f  
command th a t  t h e i r  B luecoated  fo e s  would la c k ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r
g
th e  tim e b e in g .
I f  G eneral Johnston  possessed  a  n a t io n a l  r e p u ta t io n , 
h i s  fo e s  to  th e  n o rth  o f  th e  Bowling Green-Columbus l in e  
were o f  a  l e s s e r  known q u a l i ty ,  None o f  th e  le a d e rs  who 
would f i g h t  f o r  th e  Union cause had ach ieved  any sp e c ta c u la r  
peacetim e prominence. G eneral Ü. S. G rant had indeed l iv e d  
i n  m ediocraty  fo r  most o f  h is  th i r ty - n in e  y e a rs .  Of d i s t a n t  
S c o tt is h  a n c e s try , G ran t’s fa m ily  had o r ig in a l ly  come from 
S co tland  to  M assachusetts i n  May, I 63O, and l a t e r  one
W illia m  P re s to n  Jo h n s to n , The L ife  o f  Gen.  A lbert  
S idney Jo h n sto n . (New York: lo70) ,292 ,
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a n c e s to r  fongh t in  th e  American R evo lu tion , Bom on A p ril  
27, 1Ô22, G ran t, b a p tiz e d  U lysses Hiram, l iv e d  th e  ro u tin e  
l i f e  o f  a  sm all town Ohio boy, s tudy ing  in  th e  lo c a l  su b - ^  
s c r ip t io n  schools o f P o in t P le a sa n t, Not a  t e r r i b l y  capab le  
s c h o la r . G rant worked s t e a d i l '  and doggedly, prodded by h is  
f a th e r ,  who had am bitions f o r  h is  male c h i ld .  I n  th e  w in te r  
o f  1036- 39 , J e s s ie  G rant decided h is  young son , U lysses, 
needed a  h ig h e r ed u ca tio n , and w ith o u t c o n su ltin g  him, asked 
U nited S ta te s  Senator Thomas M orris to  g e t  th e  boy an 
appointm ent to  th e  M il i ta iy  Acadeiqr a t  West P o in t,  New York. 
Young Ulysses* r e a c t io n  ^ e n  informed by  h is  f a th e r  t h a t  he 
was go ing  to  th e  Academy was a prompt, ” B ut I  won*t g o ,^^
He w ent, however* G ran t’ s s ta y  a t  th e  Academy was n o t 
p a r t i c u la r ly  p le a s a n t, f o r  he always lacked  enthusiasm  f o r  
th e  ro u tin e  l i f e  o f  th e  s o ld ie r  o r  c a d e t. S t i l l  he managed 
to  g rad u a te  tw e n ty - f i r s t  o u t o f  a  c la s s  o f  t h i r t y - n i n e , ^
His c lassm ates inc luded  W illiam  E, F ra n k lin , who won to p  
honors i n  th e  c la s s  o f 1643; Roswell S. R ip ley , John J ,  Peck , 
J .  J .  R eynolds, C. C, Augur, F red erick  S te e le ,  Rofas In g a ls ,. 
and a young New York-born c a d e t, F ra n k lin  G ardner, who would 
oppose G rant i n  b a t t l e  j u s t  n in e teen  y ea rs  l a t e r . ^
9
U lysses S. G ran t, P e rso n a l"M aio irs o f  U, S. G ran t, 
^ed,) E, E . Long, (C leveland; c , 1952), 1 -11 , H e re in a f te r  
c i te d  as  G ran t, Memoirs,
^^Ezra Warner, G enerals in  B lue; L ives o f th e  Union 
Commanders. (Baton Rouge: c ,  196ÂT,"334, '
Ezra Warner, G enerals  in  Gray: L ives o f  th e  Confed- 
e r a te  Commanders. (Baton Rouge: c , 1959)
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A ssigned to  th e  F ou rth  In fa n try , G ran t was s ta t io n e d
a t  J e f fe r s o n  B arrack s, n ea r S t .  L ou is, M isso u ri. S t i l l
la c k in g  enthusiasm  f o r  a  m i l i ta r y  c a re e r ,  th e  young second
l ie u te n a n t  began an in te n s iv e  s tu d y  in  m athem atics, th e
on ly  s u b je c t  in  -sdiich he had shown s p e c ia l  a p t i tu d e  a t  th e
P o in t ,  hoping to  g e t  an  a s s i s t a n t  p ro fe sso rsh ip  a t  th e
Academy. One o f L ieu ten an t G ran t’s form er c a d e t f r ie n d s .
Fred D ent, was a n a tiv e  o f  S t .  L ou is, and he in v i te d  th e
Ohio boy to  h is  home, where he met th e  Dent s i s t e r s .  S ix
y e a r  o ld  Bamy was s tro n g ly  a t t r a c te d  to  th e  n a u t i ly  uniform ed
army o f f i c e r ,  b u t i t  was h e r  seven teen  y e a r  o ld  s i s t e r ,  J u l i a ,
who won G ran t’ s h ea rto  The young couple dec ided  th ey  were in
lo v e , b u t u n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  Mexican c r i s i s  had tak en  a tu rn
f o r  th e  w orse, and th e  War Department o rd ered  th e  Fourth  to
12
F o rt Je ssu p , L o u is ian a . More than  fo u r y e a rs  were to  
pass b e fo re  th e  two were f i n a l l y  m arried , on August 22,
1#4&: a f t e r  L ieu ten an t G ran t’s r e tu r n  from th e  w ar.^^
H o s tile  to  th e  id e a  o f  w arfa re  w ith  M exico , and con­
vinced  th a t  Southern a n n e x a tio n is ts  were beh ind  a l l  th e  
tro u b le . G rant lo y a lly  obeyed o rd e rs , accompanying G eneral 
Zachary T ay lo r’s  army to  L o u isian a , and th e n  to  Texas. At 
Corpus C h r is t i  th e  amqr alm ost l o s t  a new second l ie u te n a n t
S . Woodward, Meet G eneral G ran t. (Hew York: 
c . 1928) ,  57- 62 .
S ra n t G eneral
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when G ran t f e l l  o f f  th e  tr a n s p o r t  Suviah in to  th e  G u lf o f  
Mexico. F ished o u t o f  th e  w ater w ith o u t a s c ra tc h ,  th e  
soggy l ie u te n a n t  went through a  l o t  o f  jok ing  and rem arks 
abou t h is  clum siness b e fo re  h is  fe llo w  o f f ic e r s  l e t  him 
fo rg e t  th e  i n c i d e n t . ^
S onriv ing  th e  bloody b a t t l e s  o f  Palo  A lto , Resaca de 
l a  Palma, and M onterrey , G rant was ev e n tu a lly  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  
G eneral %Tinfield S c o t t ’ s  army, ta k in g  p a r t  in  many o f th e  
b a t t l e s  from Vera Cruz to  th e  c a p tu re  o f  Mexico C ity , Al­
though most o f  th e  tim e a reg im en ta l q u a rte rm a s te r ,  he 
managed to  p a r t i c ip a t e  in  many o f th e  b a t t l e s  as a combat 
s o l d i e r , I n  th e  sto rm ing  o f  th e  Mexican c a p i to l ,  th e  
F ourth  In fa n try  was p a r t  o f  W illiam  Jen k in s  Worth’s  d iv is io n , 
and L ieu ten an t G rant helped  drag  up th e  a m ^ ’s l i t t l e  moun­
t a i n  h o w itz e rs , a id in g  in  h o is t in g  them to  th e  ro o fs  o f  th e  
sto n e  houses, from where th ey  could be used to  b l a s t  o u t th e  
Mexican d e fen d e rs , A young naval o f f i c e r ,  Raphael Semmes, 
a s s is te d  G rant i n  moving th e  guns up . Only a few hundred 
y a rd s  away, P . G. T, B eauregard, E a r l  Van Dorn, and Adley K, 
G ladden, a l l  soon to  meet G rant in  b a t t l e  aga in  b u t under a 
d i f f e r e n t  f la g ,  f e l l  wounded from M exican g u n f ire . G ran t’ s 
b rig ad e  commander re p o r te d  th a t  th e  young Ohioan " a c q u itte d  
h im se lf  most n o b ly ,"  and G eneral Worth s e n t an a id e . L ieu ten ­
a n t  John C. Pemberton, to  b r in g  G rant t o  d iv is io n a l  head-
^ ^ r a n t ,  Memoirs, 27, 28. 
- % a m e r .  G enera ls in  B lue , 184*
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q u a r te r s .  J u s t  s ix te e n  y ea rs  l a t e r ,  on a  h o t, s t ic k y  day , 
th e s e  two men would m eet ag a in , and G rant would re c e iv e  th e  
su rre n d e r  o f  h is  o ld  war comrade a t  V icksburg, M is s is s ip p i ,  
fo llo w in g  a grim  and m e rc ile ss  fo r ty -s e v e n  day s ie g e ,
With th e  end o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  and w ith  h is  m arriage to  
J u l i a ,  G rant s e t t l e d  down to  th e  ro u tin e  peacetim e army 
l i f e ,  se rv in g  a t  S a c k e tts  Harbor and D e tro i t ,  Then th e  
F o u rth  was o rd ered  to  th e  P a c if ic  C o ast, and J u l i a  re tu rn e d  
to  S t .  Louis to  s ta y  aw hile w ith  h e r  fam ily . On th e  West 
C oast G ran t l iv e d  th e  d rea ry  l i f e  o f  a b ac h e lo r o f f i c e r .  
Never p a r t i c u la r ly  enamored w ith  m i l i t a r y  l i f e  and bored  by 
th e  d ead ly , d u l l  ro u tin e  o f  th e  i s o la te d  o u tp o s ts  a t  which 
he was s ta t io n e d .  G ran t began d r in k in g .
I n  1&54, p o s s ib ly  to  avoid  a  c o u r t-m a r t ia l .  G ran t, 
h o ld in g  th e  perm anent ran k  o f c a p ta in , subm itted  h is  r e s ig ­
n a tio n  to  S e c re ta ry  o f  War, J e f fe r s o n  D avis. The fu tu re  
C onfedera te  P re s id e n t accepted  th e  r e s ig n a tio n , and G ran t 
found h im se lf  a c i v i l i a n  once more. S h o rt o f  funds, th e  ex­
army c a p ta in  succeeded in  g e t t in g  passage to  New fo rk ,  where 
he a r r iv e d  p e n n ile s s . S tay ing  a t  a h o te l  i n  th e  c i t y ,  Mr,
U. S. G ran t a t te o ç te d  to  c o l le c t  an  o ld  d e b t, b u t w ith o u t 
su c c e s s . His h o te l  b i l l  began runn ing  up , and th e  h o te l  
manager se iz e d  h is  baggage and o rdered  him o u t. At t h i s  
tim e C ap ta in  Simon B o liv a r  Buckner, an  o ld  anay comrade.
^^^oodw ard, ^ e t - G e n e ra l  G ran t, 96; S , S. Henry, The 
S to ry  o i ^  Mexican War. (Mew York: c .  1961), 365 . -----
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happened to  ru n  in to  G ran t, and upon d isc o v e rin g  th e  
s i t u a t io n ,  we-?t to  th e  h o te l  manager and agreed  to  be r e ­
sp o n sib le  f o r  th e  Ohioan’s  d e b t. G rant was allow ed to  s ta y  
i n  th e  h o te l  upon Buckner’ s prom ise, Buckner d id  n o t lo an  
any money to  G ran t, as  some s to r ie s  c u r re n t d u rin g  th e  C iv il  
War claim ed, and G rant was soon ab le  to  s e t t l e  h is  own 
accounts w ith  th e  a id  o f  h is  f a th e r .
The n ex t s ix  and o n e -h a lf  y ears  o f  G ra n t’s l i f e  was a 
p e rio d  o f  m ed io c rity  and f a i l u r e .  As a  businessm an and 
farm er, he d id  n o t p ro sp e r  i n  th e  l i t t l e  I l l i n o i s  town o f  
G alena, W ith th e  o u tb reak  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  A p ril lB6l ,  he 
became in vo lved  in  lo c a l  m i l i ta r y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  ho ld ing  a 
number o f  m inor m i l i ta r y  p o s i t io n s  in  r e c r u i t in g  tro o p s .
Weeks p assed , and th e n  Governor Dick T at^s o f fe re d  th e  West 
P o in te r  th e  command o f  th e  T w en ty -firs t I l l i n o i s  In fa n try  
Regiment, This job  was no s in e c u re . The f i r s t  commander o f  
th e  reg im ent was C olonel Goode, a handsome, sw ashbuckling 
K entuckian, who had served  in  th e  Mexican War, th e  Lopes-Cuba 
ex p e d itio n  and th e  Kansas b o rd er w ars, Goode, a l th o u ^  
b rav e , was extrem ely incom peten t, and he had th e  h a b i t  o f  
c a l l in g  h is  s e n t in e ls  from t h e i r  p o s ts  to  d r in k  \d iiskey  w ith  
him. The tro o p s  began g e t t in g  o u t o f  hand, and some o f th e  
reg im en t’s  o f f ic e r s  went to  Governor Y ates to  ask  f o r  a  new 
c o lo n e l. Someone suggested  C ap tain  G ran t, and Y ates p ro a ç tly  
agreed  th a t  i t  should be G ran t,
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G rant a r r iv e d  a t  th e  reg im en t’ s camp i n  c i v i l i a n
c lo th e s ,  h is  elbows s t ic k in g  o u t t h r o u ^  th e  h o les  in  h is
worn c o a t s le e v e s , and w earing a v ery  b a t te r e d  h a t .  Used to
th e  more m ag n ificen t appearance o f C olonel Goode, th e
s o ld ie r s  made fu n  o f  him, and one s o ld ie r  even pushed him
in  th e  back . L a te r  G ran t w rote o f th e  in c id e n t ,  " I  found i t
v e ry  hard  work f o r  a few days to  b r in g  a l l  th e  men in to  arqr-
th in g  l i k e  su b o rd in a tio n ,"  b u t " by th e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  a
l i t t l e  re g u la r  army punishm ent a l l  were reduced to  as good
17d is c ip l in e  as one could  a sk ,"
For th e  n ex t few months G rant was in  e a s te rn  M isso u ri, 
u n su c c e s s fu lly  ch asin g  p a r t ie s  o f  C onfederate g u e r r i l l a s .  
Almost a  thousand m ile s  away, a t  th e  home o f  Senato r Lyman 
Trum bull, on E igh th  S t r e e t ,  W ashington, D, G ., I l l i n o i s  
congressmen and se n a to rs  met to  v o te  on p la c in g  in  nom ination 
f o r  prom otion a number o f  I l l i n o i s  s o ld ie r s .  The name o f  
Uo S . G ran t was f i r s t  on th e  l i s t ,  and when th e  appointm ents 
were p resen ted  to  P re s id e n t L inco ln  and Congress, th e  nomina­
t i o n  o f  G rant as  b r ig a d ie r  g e n e ra l was approved, G r a n f f i r s t  
h ea rd  o f  h is  prom otion in  a  S t. Louis newspaper*, ««d he 
rœ narked to  a  chap la in  s ta n d i i^  nearby , " I  had no su sp ic io n  
o f  It-s I t  never came from any re q u e s t o f  m ine. I t  must be 
some o f  Washbume’ s  w crk ,"^^
17Woodward, Meet G eneral G ran t. 1S$; G ran t, Memoirs. 12it.
18
A lb e rt L. R ichardson , A P erso n a l ^ à t o r v  o f U lysses 
S. G ra n t. {H artford : 1885), 180, ~
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I n  S ep tem ber B r ig a d ie r  G e n e ra l G ra n t l e d  a n  in v a s io n  
o f  K en tucky , o ccu p y in g  Paducah  on th e  4 t h .  F o r  th e  n e x t  two 
m onths he  was b u sy  r a i s i n g  and o rg a n iz in g  a n  arm y a ro u n d  
P ad u cah , and  i n  t h r e a te n in g  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  b a se  a t  Colum bus, 
K en tucky . On November 7 ,  G ra n t drew  b lo o d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  
t im e  i n  a  s t r i k e  a t  t h e  s m a ll  C o n fe d e ra te  g a r r i s o n  a t  B e lm on t, 
M is s o u r i .  F e r r i e d  o v e r  by  th e  n av y . G ra n t r o u te d  th e  s m a ll  
C o n fe d e ra te  arm y, b u t  S o u th e rn  r e in fo rc e m e n ts  a r r i v e d ,  and  
th e  new ly  a p p o in te d  b r i g a d i e r  was fo r c e d  t o  abandon th e  
C o n fe d e ra te  camp, lo a d  h i s  arm y on th e  navy  t r a n s p o r t s ,  and  
w i th  n a v a l  g u n f i r e  c o v e r in g  h i s ,  r e t i r e  t o  P ad u cah . U nion 
an d  C o n fe d e ra te  a rm ie s  b o th  c la im e d  th e  v i c t o r y  a t  B e lm o n t. 
O nion  l o s s e s  w ere  60? men a s  a g a i n s t  64 I  C o n fe d e ra te  c a s u a l ­
t i e s .  The f i r s t  r e a l  b a t t l e  i n  th e  W est s in c e  W ilson*s 
C re e k , th e  engagem ent a t t r a c t e d  g r e a t  p u b l i c i t y ,  and made 
U. S . G ra n t th e  r i s i n g  s t a r  o f  th e  U nion arm y i n  t h a t  t h e a t e r .  
I t  was n o t  so  much t h a t  B elm ont was a  g r e a t  v i c t o r y  f o r  th e  
N o rth , b u t  r a t h e r ,  t h a t  G ra n t had  b o th e re d  t o  f i g h t  a t  a l l ,  
w h i le  d o zen s o f  o th e r  Union g e n e r a l s  s a t  a ro u n d  t r a i n i n g
t r o o p s ,  b ra g g in g  to  new spapers  o r  c a u s in g  t r o u b le  f o r  th e
IQa d m in i s t r a t io n  i n  W ash in g to n ,
The man  who w ould become one o f  G ra n t’ s  c l o s e s t  
f r i e n d s  and  m ost l o y a l  s u p p o r te r  came from  a  backg round  i n  
many ways s i m i l a r  t o  G ra n t’ s .  W illia m  Tecumseh Sherm an, a l ­
th o u g h  o f  O h io - b i r th ,  was two y e a r s  o ld e r  th a n  th e  man who
'Tard, M eet G e n e ra l G ra n t . 1 6 0 -1 9 2 , 209-211 .
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would become h i s  t r u s te d  s u p e r io r , and who w ith  him would 
make up one o f  th e  d e a d l ie s t  f ig h t in g  teams in  m i l i ta r y  
h is to r y .  The d e a th  o f  h is  f a th e r  when th e  boy was n in e , 
caused young Tecumseh to  be b rough t up by ïïn ite d  S ta te s  
S enato r Thomas Swing, a  f r ie n d  and fe llo w  c i t i z e n  o f  h is  
f a th e r .  The Ewing fam ily  was i n f lu e n t i a l  in  m iddle W estern 
p o l i t i c s ,  which gave Sherman som ething o f  an edge over Grant- 
i n  seek ing  p u b lic  advancement. As a la d  Sherman rece iv ed  
a sound ed u ca tio n  in  th e  lo c a l  academy a t  L an c as te r , b u t i n  
IÔ36 , Ewing secured  an  appointm ent f o r  him a t  West P o in t ,  
Always som ething o f  a -rebel, th e  young Ohioan d id  n o t p a r­
t i c u l a r l y  ex c e l a t  th e  Academy, d isd a in in g  th e  s t r i c t  
conform ity  to  r u le s  which was expected o f th e  c a d e ts .  Even 
so , a t  th e  i s o la te d  p o s t amid th e  h igh lands o f  th e  Hudson 
R iv er V a lley , young Sherman su rv iv ed  th e  g ru e lin g  g r in d  to  
e v e n tu a lly  g rad u a te  i n  th e  same y ea r  th a t  a  young p lebe  from 
Ohio, U, S. G ran t, en te re d , Sherman*s grades were f a i r l y  
good, a lthough  h is  reco rd s  show a re sp e c ta b le  c o l le c t io n  o f
d e m erits , and a f t e r  g rad u a tio n  he was commissioned w ith  th e
20
F i f th  I n fa n try  Regiment, A fte r  s e rv ic e  in  v a r io u s  m i l i ta r y  
p o s ts  Sherman e v e n tu a lly  was s e n t  to  C a lifo rn ia ,  vdiere he 
l e f t  th e  army to  go in to  b u s in e s s . S t i l l  l a t e r ,  he m igrated  
to  L o u is ian a , where he became su p e rin ten d en t o f  id ia t l a t e r  
became L ou isiana  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , a t  A lexandria , from
K, L id d e ll  H art, Sherman: S o ld ie r ,  R e a l i s t ,  
American. (New York: 1930), 1-11; W illiam  S haring , 'kem oirs 
o f  G eneral W illiam  T, Sherman ^  H im self. (Bloomington: c .1 9 5 7 ), 
9 1̂05,
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1060- 1 0 6 1 . ^
At th e  age o f fo r ty -o n e  Sherman r e -e n te re d  the U nited 
S ta te s  army* The f i r s t  fo r ty -o n e  y ea rs  o f  h i s  l i f e  had been 
a  reco rd  o f  f r u s t r a te d  am bitions and minor su c cesse s . At 
th e  B a tt le  o f  F i r s t  Manassas he le d  a b rig ad e  w ith  co n s id er­
a b le  su ccess , b u t i t  was on ly  w ith  h is  t r a n s f e r  from th e  
Army o f th e  Potomac to  th e  W estern th e a te r  t h a t  Sherman 
began to  e x h ib it  any unusual o r  o u ts tan d in g  c h a ra c te r i s t ic s *  
U n fo rtu n a te ly  th o se  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  he f i r s t  dem onstrated 
were th o se  o f  em otional i n s t a b i l i t y ,  and p o s s ib ly  even de­
rangem ent, Sherman always had a  sense o f th e  dram atic and 
tended  to  see  th in g s  in  an  ex trem ely  p e s s im is t ic  l i g h t  on 
some occasions* The r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  a  m ajor command 
tended  to  o v e r ly  u p se t him, and le d  to  h is  ev e n tu a l removal 
from  coBBoand in  Kentucky* A fte r  a s h o r t  s p e l l  o f  du ty  i n  
M isso u ri, where he helped  c r e a te  a pan ic  by in s i s t i n g  th a t  
C onfederate fo rc e s  under G eneral P ric e  were advancing on 
him, he was e v e n tu a lly  s h i f te d  away to  avoid  em barrassm ent..
A few weeks o f r e s t  and th e  red o u b tab le  Tecumseh was 
read y  f o r  a f i e l d  command a g a in ; th i s  tim e i t  would be an 
in f a n t r y  d iv is io n , under h is  fe llo w  Ohioan, G eneral Ü. S. 
G ran t. Somehow th e se  two men h i t  i t  o f f .  P o s s ib ly  i t  was 
because n e i th e r  o f  them had ev e r achieved any p a r t ic u la r  
su c ce ss , and t h i s  helped  c re a te  some s o r t  o f  bond between
^ ^ i d d e l l  H art, Sherman. 11-71*
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them, n o t so much a re c o g n itio n  o f m e d io c rity , b u t r a th e r ,  
a  sense o f  f e e l in g  th ey  could ach iev e  something i f  cn ly  
g iv en  th e  o p p o rtu n ity ; o r  perhaps i t  was sim ply t h a t  th e  
men lik e d  each o th e r .  Anyway, th e y  would work to g e th e r  as 
co rps commander and army commander to  h e lp  c re a te  th e  m il i ­
ta r y  v ic to ry  t h a t  would p rese rv e  th e  A m erica^'U nion.
The th i r d  member o f  th e  m i l i t a r y  group th a t  would 
dom inate m i l i ta ry  a f f a i r s  in  th e  West a t  t h i s  tim e was 
Don C arlos B u e ll, m ajor g en e ra l o f  U nited  S ta te s  V o lu n tee rs . 
Born on March 23, 1Ô1Ô, and o f  Welch d e sc e n t, B u e ll, l i k e  
Sheraan and G ran t, was an Ohioan. H is f a th e r  d ied  idien he 
was v ery  young, and he was re a re d  by an u n c le , George P . 
B u e ll ,  o f  Lawrenceburg, In d ian a . A f te r  th e  u su a l educa tion  
f o r  a  member o f  th e  rough and s e m i- f ro n tie r  s o c ie ty ,  young 
B u e ll en te red  West P o in t ,  and upon g ra d u a tin g , was assig n ed  
to  s e rv ic e  w ith  th e  T hird  In fa n try  Regim ent, A fte r  s e rv ic e  
i n  th e  Seminole War he jo in ed  T aylor i n  Texas, and was 
b re v e tte d  c a p ta in  f o r  m eritous s e rv ic e  a t  th e  B a t t le  o f  
M onterey on September 23, IB46.  Much l a t e r ,  i n  th e  double 
b a t t l e  o f  C ontreras and Chnrubusco, Don C arlos B u e ll was 
b re v e tte d  again  f o r  g a l l a n t  conduct. His peacetim e s e rv ic e  
was honorab le , b u t n o t p a r t ic u la r ly  d is t in g u is h e d , and i n  
A p ril  1861, B u e ll was a l ie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l i n  th e  a d ju ta n t  
g e n e ra l 's  o f f ic e .  Promoted to  m ajor g e n e ra l ,  he helped
22 T. H arry W illi ams ,  McClel l a n .  Sherman and G ran t, 
(New Brunswick: c . 1962), 53-59. ----------------------------
Reproduced with permission of the oopyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
25
organ ize  and t r a i n  tro o p s  fo r  th e  Army o f th e  Potomac, where 
h is  se rv ic e s  were ap p a ren tly  extrem ely c r e d i ta b le .  B u e ll and 
M cClellan; h is  su p e rio r  a t  th e  tim e, seemed to  work w e ll to ­
g e th e r , and a p p a re n tly  th e re  was a c lo s e , f r ie n d ly  r e la t io n ­
sh ip  between th e  two men, som ething l ik e  th a t  e x is t in g  between 
F r i t z  John P o r te r  and th e  young g e n e ra l- in -c h ie f ,^ ^  ,
I n  November, B u e ll a r r iv e d  i n  Kentucky to  tak e  
commazsd o f  th e  Army o f  th e  Ohio (sometimes known as th e  Amy 
o f  th e  Cumberland)* B a s ic a l ly  h is  job was to  secu re  th e  Union 
l e f t  f la n k  in  th e  West and e v e n tu a lly  invade E as te rn  Tennessee, 
A la c k  o f  combat experience and p r a c t i c a l  experience in  
hand ling  tro o p s in  th e  f i e l d  was n o t p a r t i c u la r ly  a handicap , 
as  th e re  was v i r t u a l l y  no one i n  e i th e r  army—Union o r  Confed­
e r a te —w ith  such a  background, B u e ll seems to  have been 
thought o f fav o rab ly  by most o f  h i s  contem poraries a t  th i s
tim e . Of medium s ta tu e ,  B u e ll wore a  f u l l  beard  and possessed
24an  extrem ely  s te r n  appearance. The on ly  p erso n  who seems
to  have r e g is te r e d  any c r i t i c i s m  o f  B u e ll a t  t h i s  tim e was a
young o f f ic e r  se rv in g  under G ran t, who w rote i n  a  l e t t e r  th a t
25
B u e ll ” i s  too c a u tio u s ,” Only tim e would t e l l  w hether
23
±n KentucW  ^  Tennessee In c lu d in g  th e  
B a t t le  o f Chickamauga lë 6 2 - lé 6 4 .^ ^ p e r s  o f th e  i f e l i t a î ^  M s -  
ÿ r i c a l  S o c ie ty  o f  M assachusetts . (Boston; i f f
T, H arry W illiam s, L inco ln  and His G enera ls . (New York: c .
1952),47 ,46 , ^
Dumas Malone, ( e d ,) ,  D ic tio n a ry  o f American Biog raphy. 
(New York: c .1 9 3 5 ), I I I ,  241. H e re in a f te r  c i te d  a s  D. A. S ,
^^John H. B rin to n , P erso n a l Memoirs o f John B rin to n . 
(New York: 1944) ,1 4 4 .------------------------------------------------------- -----------
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B u e ll would have th e  n e c e ssa ry  ag g ress iv en ess  and s k i l l  to  
command a  f i e l d  army.
F ourth  o f  th e  m ajor Union army o f f i c e r s ,  b u t c e r t a in ly  
n o t l e a s t  I was Heary Wager H allcck . One o f  th e  most c o n tro -  
v e r s a l  f ig u re s  o f  th e  w ar, H alleck a t  one tim e o r  th e  o th e r  
was condemned by j u s t  abou t every m ajor f ig u re  in  th e  e n t i r e  
Union army. W illiam  T, Sherman was one o f  th e  v ery  few who 
seemed to  always fav o r H alleck  and r e s p e c t  him f o r  h is  undoubted 
a d m in is tra tiv e  a b i l i t y ,  H alleck*s tra g e d y  was th a t  he was 
c a l le d  on to  perform  th e  fu n c tio n s  o f  a d a r in g , dashing f i e l d  
commander, w hile  b a s ic a l ly  a t  h e a r t  he was sim ply a bookkeep- 
in g  b e a u re c ra tic  o f f i c i a l .
I f  H alleck  was a l i t t l e  la ck in g  in  th e  a b i l i t i e s  
necessâxy  f o r  an  a g g re ss iv e  f i e l d  comnander, he was fo r tu n a te  
in  th a t  h is  su b o rd in a tes  had th e se  q u a l i t i e s .  One o f  h is  
most a b le  men was G eneral C harles Ferguson Smith, a man whose 
un tim ely  d ea th  c u t s h o r t  p o s s ib ly  a b r i l l i a n t  c a re e r ,  perhaps 
even th e  supreme command o f  Union armed fo rc e s .
Sm ith, a n a tiv e  o f  P h ila d e lp h ia , P ennsy lvan ia , en te red  
West P o in t in  1820, a t  th e  age o f  th i r t e e n ,  g rad u a tin g  f iv e  
y e a rs  l a t e r .  A fte r  b o ld in g  v a rio u s  f i e l d  p o s i t io n s ,  he r e ­
tu rn ed  to  West P o in t i n  1829, as  an in s t r u c to r ,  id iich  p o s t  he 
h e ld  f o r  th i r t e e n  y e a rs , un d er Syvanas Thayer, th e n  head o f  
th e  sc h o o l. I t  was th e  Mexican War t h a t  gave Smith h is
^^Aobrose, H a lleck . 3-21.
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g r e a t  o p p o rtu n ity , and he took  f u l l  advantage o f i t .  C aptain  
Smith le d  th e  advance o f  G eneral Zachary Taylor*s army ac ro ss  
th e  S a l t  Lagoon a t  Arroyo C olorado, i n  %arch IS46 ,  J u s t  
days l a t e r  he scou ted  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  Mexican an q r a t  
Resaca de G uerrera* As a measure o f  t r u s t  i n  him G eneral 
T aylor assig n ed  Smith th e  d u ty  o f  ta k in g  a  fo rc e  o f  a r t i l l e r y  
and Texas c a v a lry  and a s s a u lt in g  th e  Mexican a n ^ ' s  p o s i t io n  
on th e  redoub t a t  th e  w estern  end o f  th e  summit o f  F ed era tio n  
H i l l  a t  M onterey during  th e  bloody b a t t l e  o f  th a t  c i t y .  Trans­
f e r r e d  to  G eneral W infie ld  S c o t t 's  coBsnand, Sm ith, now a 
l ie u te n a n t  co lo n e l, took  p a r t  in  th e  advance on Mexico C ity , 
m issing  o u t on th e  f i n a l  bloody a s s a u l t  o n ly  th rough I l l n e s s .  
Once th e  c i t y  a c tu a l ly  f e l l ,  such was th e  m easure o f  S c o t t 's  
confidence in  th e  young o f f i c e r ,  he was assig n ed  th e  d i f f i c u l t  
and dangerous ta s k  o f  p o lic in g  th e  c i t y  w ith  a  s p e c ia l  fo rc e
o f  f iv e  hundred m i l i ta r y  p o lic e , r e c r u i te d  from th e  most
27r e l i a b l e  v o lu n te e rs  and r e g u la r s .  A f te r  th e  T rea ty  o f  
Goadalupi Hidalgo ended h o s t i l i t i e s .  Smith re tu rn e d  to  th e  
ro u tin e  l i f e  o f  peacetim e s o ld ie r in g , ta k in g  p a r t  i n  an ex­
p e d i t io n  to  th e  Red R iv er co u n try , and l a t e r  i n  th e  famous 
Htah ex p e d itio n  under C olonel, l a t e r  C onfederate G enera l, 
A lb e rt Sidney Jo h n sto n . On th e  o u tb reak  o f  th e  C iv i l  War, 
Smith was proeastsd to  b r ig a d ie r  g e n e ra l ,  and e v e n tu a lly  was 
p laced  under th e  command o f  G eneral Ü. S. G ran t, a form er 
s tu d e n t a t  West P o in t .
^ H en ry , S to ry  o f  th e  Mexican War. 147,353,366,
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There was m c h  d is c o n te n t i n  th e  Union army th a t  Gen­
e r a l  Sm ith, who had p n t i n  th i r ty - s e v e n  y ea rs  s o ld ie r in g , 
should be p laced  under th e  command o f  a man n o t only  h is  
ju n io r  i n  y ea rs  b u t in  m i l i t a r y  ex p e rien ce . F o rtu n a te ly  f o r  
•fee cause o f  th e  Union, Smith com pletely  sub o rd in a ted  him­
s e l f  to  th e  g e n e ra l w e lfa re  o f  th e  Union and w il l in g ly  and 
lo y a l ly  se rv ed  under h i s  form er s tu d e n t.  Smith had n o t 
fo rg o tte n  G ran t from Acadenqr days, and he p a r t i c u la r ly  
remembered G ran t as a  modest young man, a f in e  horseman, and 
a  very  e f f i c i e n t  s tu d e n t i n  m a th ^ a t i c s *
G enera l S a lle ek  was among those  who f e l t  th a t  Smith 
had n o t been  f a i r l y  t r e a te d ,  and G ran t, h im se lf , was 
em barrassed by th e  r e la t io n s h ip .  I n  co n v e rsa tio n  w ith  a 
ju n io r  o f f i c e r ,  G rant rem arked th a t  he d id  n o t l i k e  to  th in k  
o f  having to  g iv e  G eneral Smith o rd e rs , ” which d o n 't  seem 
j u s t  r i g h t  to  me, f o r  t h i s  v e te ra n  o f f i c e r  was a commandant 
a t  West P o in t  ndxen I  was a c ad e t and a l l  th e  schoo l regarded
him as one o f  th e  v e ry  a b le s t  o f f ic e r s  o f  h is  age i n  th e  
29
am y .*  Smith was d esc rib ed  as  being  * every  in ch  a s o ld ie r ,  
a i^  a t r u e  d i s c ip i in i a r i a n .  ** He was t a i l ,  over s i x  f e e t  
th re e  in ch es  i n  h e ig h t, ® s le n d o r , v e i l  p ro p o rtio n ed  and 
u p r ig h t w ith  a  rem arkably f in e  fa c e , and a  long tw is te d
^ % ru ce  C a tton , G ran t Moves South . (Boston: c ,  I960),
50 .
29
Aagastas C h e tla in , R eco llec t io n s  o f Seventv Y ears. 
(Galena: 1Ô99), SI-Ô3 .  — —t .  *
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
29
w h ite  isustache . . .  th e  e ry  b e a u - id e a l o f  a so ld ier® "
G enera l Lew W allace once c a l le d  Smith " by  a l l  odds th e
handsom est, s t a t l i e s t ,  most commanding f ig u re  I  have ev e r
se e n ," ^ ^  and many o f  th e  r e g u la r  o f f i c e r s  f e l t  him th e  b e s t
“52a l l  round s o ld ie r  in  th e  U nited S ta te s  Army,
G eographical co n d itio n s  in  th e  E as te rn  o r  A tla n tic  
th e a te r  o f war made th e  arnqr dom inant, b u t in  th e  West th e  
lo c a t io n  o f  th e  g r e a t  waterways made i t  ap p a ren t from  th e  
beg inn ing  th a t  th e  navy would p la y  a  m ajor r o le  i n  m i l i t a r y  
o p e ra tio n s . The man s e le c te d  to  le a d  th e  Union navy was 
C ap ta in  Andrew Hull  F o o te , O r ig in a lly  Foote en te red  West 
P o in t,  b u t a f t e r  a  s ix  months* s ta y  a t  Qie Academy he l e f t  to  
jo in  th e  navy a s  a  young midshipman. J u s t  s ix te e n  y e a rs  o ld , 
Foote was fo r tu n a te  to  se rv e  w ith  some o f th e  U nited  S ta te s  
Navy's b e s t  o f f i c e r s ,  n o ta b ly  Commodore David P o r te r ,  I n  
1S27 , th e  tw enty-one y e a r  o ld  o f f i c e r ,  w h ile  se rv in g  on th e  
Ü. S, S. N atchez, was converted  to  C h r i s t ia n i ty ,  and f o r  th e  
r e s t  o f  h is  l i f e  be a ttem p ted  to  g a in  more c o n v e rts . I n  
1Ô49, lA i le  sk ip p e r  o f  th e  b r ig  P e r rv . Foote gained  much 
renown f o r  h is  s e rv ic e s  i n  su p p ress in g  th e  s la v e  tr a d e  on th e
339,
^ % rin to n . P e rso n a l M oaoirs« 121,122,
W allace, An A utobiography- (New York: 1906), 1 ,
^^Mark Mayo B o a tn sr , C iv i l  War D ic tio n a ry . (New York; 
c .  1959). 769; W allace, ^  A utobiography. 338.339; C h e tla in , 
R e c o lle c tio n s  o f  Seventy Y ears. 81-83,
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A frican  coast*  One o f  h is  m ost n o tab le  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  
American Navy was h is  work f o r  tem perance, o f  which he was 
a  v io le n t  a d v o c a t e * A s  sk ip p e r  o f  th e  Cumberland, he was 
su c c e s s fu l i n  making h e r  th e  f i r s t  temperance sh ip  i n  th e  
navy*
Of a  crusad ing  temperment, Foote s e t  down c e r ta in  o f  
h is  id e a s  and experiences i n  a  book e n t i t l e d  A fric a  and th e  
American F lag * P o ss ib ly  th e  most sp e c ta c u la r  o f  h is  d u tie s  
e n ta i le d  th e  famous a t ta c k  on th e  Canton b a r r i e r  fo r ts *  I n  
IÔ56,  Chinese m il i ta ry  a u th o r i t i e s  f a i l e d  to  g iv e  p roper 
p ro te c tio n  to  American m erchan ts, and even f i r e d  on a  naval 
v e s s e l ,  k i l l i n g  one American s a ilo r*  W ith th e  perm ission  o f  
Commodore Samuel Armstrong, Commander o f  th e  American E ast 
In d ie s  Squadron, Foote, suppo rted  by th e  Ü» S* S* Portsm outh 
and th e  L evant, a tta c k e d  th e  f o r t s  guard ing  th e  approaches 
to  Canton* With a  ccmtbination o f  nava l g u n f ire ,  and egq>loy- 
in g  a detachm ent o f  2Ô7 m arines and s a i lo r s  a s  a  la n d ii^  
p a r ty ,  he to o k  fo u r  pow erfu l f o r t s ,  mounting 168 cannon, some 
o f  them 8*5 in ch  ca lib e r*  Some f iv e  thousand Chinese troops 
were d e fe a te d , many o f  th a n  k i l l e d  o r  wounded, in  exchange 
f o r  a lo s s  o f  on ly  seven American s a i lo r s  and m arines 
k i l l e d  and twenty-two wounded. The v igorous r e t a l i to ry  a c tio n  
was re sp o n s ib le  f o r  fo rc in g  th e  iaç>erial government to  apolo­
g iz e  f o r  f i r i n g  on th e  American f l a g ,  and i t  paved th e  way
^^C larencs C. Buel and R obert Ü. Johnson, (ed s* ), 
B a t t l y  ^  Leaders o f  Jgie C iv i l  War. (New York: 1887-1888). 
I |  35y,36u*
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f o r  p e a c e fu l American m e rc a n tile  a c t i v i t i e s  in  China f o r  many 
34y e a rs .
P opular w ith  th e  s a i l o r s ,  lAio o f te n  sang o f him, " He 
in c re a se d  our pay te n  cen ts  a day, and stopped our rum f o r ­
e v e r ,” Foote was a  s te r n  d is c ip l in a r ia n .  With a  s tro n g  sense
o f d u ty , he was always w il l in g  to  do h is  d u ty  to  God, co u n try
35and th e  tem perance movement. Commodore C, R. P . Rogers
once s a id  o f  him th a t  ” Foots had more o f  th e  bu lldog  th a n  any
36man I  ever knew." Slow th in k in g  b u t s tead y  and ccm ^le te ly  
r e l i a b l e ,  and popular w ith  h is  fe llo w  o f f i c e r s ,  Foote was 
p robably  th e  p e r f e c t  man f o r  th e  d i f f i c u l t  ta s k  o f  o rg an iz in g  
and commanding a f l e e t  i n  W estern w a te rs .
Only th e  c lo s e s t  and most ex ac tin g  an ty-navy  co o p e ra tio n  
would be adequate to  g iv e  th e  Union v ic to ry  in  th e  h e a rtla n d  
re g io n . I t  would rem ain to  be seen  i f  th e se  men from d iv e rse  
backgrounds would be a b le  to  coopera te  to  th e  necessary  degree 
f o r  t h i s .
. .   th e  U nited S ta te s
Marine
^ ^ ly d e  H. M e tca lf, A H isto ry  o f 
ia ri  Corps. (New York; 1 9 3 9 ) , 173-1757
5 % rin to n , P e rso n a l Memoirs. l i S .
^^James M. Hoppin, L ife  o f  Andrew H ull Footer R ear- 
Admiral U nited S ta te s  N aw . ( WeifYork: 1^7L).itOA.
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LIïïCOM TAKES A HAKD
No one knows f o r  c e r t a i n  who f i r s t  c o n c e iv e d  o f  th e
id e a  o f a  g r e a t  U nion p u sh  down th e  l i n e s  o f th e  M i s s i s s i p i
and  T ennessee  R iv e r s ,  P e rh ap s  many men th o u g h t o f th e  p la n
i n  i t s  b ro a d e s t  o u t l i n e s  a t  th e  same t im e . I t  was c e r t a i n l y
e v id e n t  t o  anyone who lo o k ed  a t  a  map t h a t  su ch  an  o f f e n s iv e
u t i l i z i n g  th e  r i v e r s  a s  av en u es  o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  in v a s io n
w ould be th e  e a s i e s t  way t o  co n o u er t h i s  r e g io n  i n  th e  S o u th ,
by s p l i t t i n g  th e  C onfederacy  i n  tw o .
In  A p r i l ,  w h ile  y e t  an  o f f i c e r  o f th e  Ohio m i l i t i a ,
young G eorge M c C le llan  p ro p o se d  t o  G e n e ra l N in f i e ld  S c o t t ,
th e  f a t  and  a g in g  G e n e r a l- in -C h ie f  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  arm y,
t h a t  one p o s s ib le  p la n  o f a c t i o n  w ould be t o  " c ro s s  th e  Ohio
a t  C in c in n a t i  o r  L o u i s v i l l e  w i th  8 0 ,0 0 0  men, m arch  s t r a i g h t
on N a s h v i l le ,  and  a c t  a c c o rd in g  t o  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ," w i th  th e
u l t im a te  aim  of a d v an c in g  on " P e n sa c o la , M obile and New 
1
O r le a n s ,"  J u s t  d ay s  l a t e r ,  S c o t t  p r e s e n te d  h i s  own fam ous 
Anaconda p la n .  T h is  p ro p o sed  a  "co m p le te  b lo ck ad e  o f th e  
A t l a n t i c  and G u lf p o r t s , , ,  i n  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  su ch  b lo c k a d e s ,"  
p ro p o s in g  a  m ig h ty  "movement down th e  M is s i s s ip p i  t o  th e  
o c e a n , w ith  a  co rd o n  o f p o s ts  a t  p ro p e r  p o i n t s . , ,  th e  o b je c t  
b e in g  t o  c l e a r  o u t and  k eep  open t h i s  g r e a t  l i n e  o f  communi­
c a t i o n  i n  c o n n e c tio n  w i th  th e  s t r i c t  b lo ck ad e  of th e  s e a b o a rd .
1
C h a rle s  E l l i o t t .  W in f ie ld  S c o t t : The S o ld ie r  and  
th e  Man. (New York: 1937)» 721 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
33
so a s  to  envelop th e  in s e rg e n t s t a t e s , "  and crush  them w ith
th e  ra-irt-îmiiTn amount o f  b lo o d sh ed ^  S c o tt  went on to  say  i n  a
l e t t e r  to  M cClellan t h a t  tw elve to  tw enty  steam  gunboats
would be needed, b e s id e s  t r a n s p o r ts  to  c a r ry  60,00-3 men who
2
would be induc ted  i n  th e  aray# S c o t t 's  p la n  d id  n o t a llow  
f o r  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  would be s e t  forw ard  i n  an  in v a s io n , 
and he u nderestim ated  th e  fo rc e s  needed, b u t a t  l e a s t  he 
o f fe re d  a  begi#5.ng" f o r  Union s t r a te g y  in  th e  W est,
Nor were th e  S ou therners unaware o f  th e  s t r a t e g ic  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in h e re n t i n  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  Work con tinued  on 
develop ing  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  to  p ro te c t  th e  M is s is s ip p i ,  Cumber­
lan d  and Tennessee, w h ile  th e  C onfedera tes were m iking a l l  
e f f o r t s  p o s s ib le  to  mass tro o p s  and equipment in  th e  W est,
Â young Southern ordnance o f f i c e r .  C ap ta in  W. R. Hunt, i n  a  
l e t t e r  co n ta in in g  recommendations to  G eneral Po lk , w r i t te n  
on August 12, p o in ted  o u t s u c c in c tly  t h a t  " i f  th e  war 
should  u n fo r tu n a te ly  be pro longed, th e  V alley  o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i 
must u l t im a te ly  become i t s  g r e a t  th e a te r ,  f o r  th e  enemy now 
working to  su b ju g a te  th e  South knows th e  v a lu e  o f  our g r e a t  
a r t e r y  o f  commerce and o f  th e  prom inent c i t i e s  upon i t  too  
w e ll f o r  us to  doubt t h a t  he w i l l  bend a l l  h is  en e rg ie s  to  
c o n tro l  them,"'^ C ap ta in  H un t's  f e a r s  were w e ll  founded, f o r  
j u s t  a  few hundred m iles  n o rth  v a r io u s  Union o f f i c e r s  were
^0. R ., I, S e r ie s  3 , 177,170,250, 
^ I b id , ,  IV, 3Ô5-3S?,
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a lre a d y  begiraidng to  m oll over id e a s  f o r  a d r iv e  down th e
r i v e r  l i n e .  One o f  th e  f i r s t  h ig h  ran k in g  o f f ic e r s  t o
b r in g  up th e  m a tte r  was C olonel C harles W h itle ss le y , a
g rad u a te  o f West P o in t in  I 83I ,  and th e  c h ie f  o f  G eneral
Ormshy M. M itc h e l l 's  e n g in e e rs . I n  a  d isp a tc h  da ted
ISEoveniber 20, W h itt le s s le y  w rote G eneral H alleck  su g g es tin g
th e  p ro p r ie ty  " o f  a g r e a t  movement by land  and w ater up th e
4
Cumberland and Tennessee R iv e rs ."  His id e a  was t h a t  t h i s  
would a llow  th e  army to  o p e ra te  a long  th e  w ate r l in e s  h a l f  
way to  N ash v ille  w ith o u t endangering th e  supply  l in e  which 
would be v u ln e ra b le  to  a t ta c k  by c a v a lry  i f  o p e ra tin g  over­
lan d  along  th e  crude road  system . This would a ls o  make 
p o s s ib le , even p ro b ab le , th e  C onfederate evacuation  o f  
Columbus, s in c e  i t  would have th e  e f f e c t  o f  th re a te n in g  
t h e i r  ra ilw a y  com m unications. F u r th e r , i t  was in  C olonel
W h ittle ss le y * s  o p in io n  th e  most p assab le  ro u te  in to  
5
Tennessee,
Only a week l a t e r  G eneral B u e ll , commanding in  e a s te rn  
and c e n tr a l  Kentucky, on th e  su g g e s tio n  o f  an  eng in eer 
o f f ic e r  on h is  s t a f f ,  recommended to  G eneral M cClellan th e  
f e a s i b i l i t y  o f an  advance a long  th e  l in e  o f  th e  Cumberland 
and Tennessee R ivers  tow ard N a sh v ille . M cC lellan, o r  " L i t t l e  
Mac," as  he was c a l le d ,  o b jec ted  as P re s id e n t Abraham L in co ln
"*T b id , .V I I .  444. 
^ Ib id .
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d id .  The P re s id e n t’ s  o b je c tio n  was based  more on p o l i t i c a l  
th a n  on s t r a t e g i c a l  g rounds, f o r  he was deep ly  in te r e s te d  
i n  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a th r u s t  i n  e a s te rn  Tennessee to  
r e l ie v e  th e  supposedly sïç>pressed and downtrodden U n io n is ts  
l iv in g  i n  t h a t  s e c t io n . I n  a  paper vdiich M cC lellan and 
o th e r  F ed e ra l o f f i c e r s  re a d  w ith  i n t e r e s t ,  L in co ln  i n  l a t e  
September o r  e a r ly  O ctober developed a p la n  o f  a c t io n  c a l l ­
in g  f o r  a  movement in to  e a s te rn  Tennessee by th e  Union 
army. A pparen tly  L in co ln ’ s i n i t i a l  m i l i t a r y  o b je c tiv e  in  
t h i s  was to  s e iz e  a  p o in t  on th e  s t r a t  eg ic  V irg in ia -T en n essee  
R a ilro ad  ” n ea r th e  M ountain pass c a l le d  Cumberland Gap,"
I t  was n o t a  bad id e a  f o r  an  am ateur s o ld ie r ,  b u t th e  
P re s id e n t f a i l e d  to  make any p ro v is io n s  i n  h is  p la n  f o r  any 
o p e ra tio n s  on th e  M is s is s ip p i R iver o r  s z y  o th e r  r i v e r s  i n  
th e  a re a . At l e a s t  L in co ln  was th in k in g  in  term s o f  an 
o f fe n s iv e  movement, though p o s s ib ly  i n  th e  wrong d i r e c t io n ,^  
I n  th e  m ountainous reg io n s  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  n o ta b ly  in  
th e  e a s te rn  th i r d ,  th e re  was s tro n g  evidence o f  p ro -D n io n is t 
su p p o rt, and th e  v o te  had been more th an  fo u r  to  one 
a ^ i n s t  se c e s s io n  in  June when Governor I  sham H arris  had 
p u t i t  up to  th e  people to  d ec id e  one way o r  th e  o th e r ,
( A c tu a lly  th e  v o te  made v e ry  l i t t l e  d if fe re n c e  a s  Tennessee 
was a lre a d y  f irm ly  cM ssitted  to  th e  C onfederate c a u se , b u t
6
Kenneth P . W illiam s, L inco ln  Finds A G enera l. 
( New York; 1952 ,)I I I ,  109-112";------------------------------------ -
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i t  was a  shrew d p o l i t i c a l  move on  th e  g o v e rn o r* s  p a r t  t o  
t r y  and  r a l l y  p o p u la r  s u p p o r t ,}  T hrough th e  e n t i r e  w ar 
t h i s  w ould be  a  sc e n e  o f  t r u e  c i v i l  s t r i f e ,  w i th  b r o t h e r  
a g a i n s t  b r o t h e r ,  and  n o te d  bushw achers and jay h aw k ers  roam ­
in g  a b o u t m u rd e rin g  and t o r t u r i n g  w i th  th e  g r e a t e s t  o f  
e n th u s ia sm .
S p o r a d ic a l ly  th e  E a s t  T ennessee  D h io n is ts  engaged  i n  
g u e r r i l l a  w a r fa re  and s a b o ta g e  a g a i n s t  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  
a d m in i s t r a t io n ,  K n o x v ille  was th e  c e n t e r  f o r  p r o -U n io n is t  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  th e  s u r ro u n d in g  c o u n t ie s  c o n ta in e d  many 
c i t i z e n s  who b o re  no g r e a t  lo v e  f o r  th e  S o u th , o r  a t  l e a s t  
P r e s id e n t  J e f f e r s o n  D avis* g o v ern m en t. The m ost n o ta b le  o f  
t h e s e  R e b e ls  was Andrew Jo h n so n , who w ould  e v e n tu a l ly  b e ­
come m i l i t a r y  g o v e rn o r  o f  T en n essee  and  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
P r e s i d e n t ,  b u t  t h e r e  w ere many o th e r s  su c h  a s  W illia m  
" P a rs o n  ” Brownlow, a  f i r e - e a t i n g  f a n a t i c ,  who w ould 
s p re a d  d e a th  and  d e s t r u c t i o n  upon  h i s  p ro -C o n fe d e ra te  
enem ies, a t  th e  l e a s t  p ro v o c a t io n ,  and som etim es w ith o u t  a n y . 
D u rin g  th e  f a l l  o f  th e  y e a r  h u n d red s  o f  E a s t  T en n essee  
U n io n is ts  had  begun  d r i f t i n g  N o rth , s l i p p in g  th ro u g h  th e  
t h i n l y  h e ld  C o n fe d e ra te  l i n e s  i n t o  U n io n is t  K en tucky ,
Some o f  them  e n l i s t e d  i n  o r d in a r y  U nion arm y r e g im e n ts ,  b u t  
o th e r s  banned to g e t h e r ,  e v e n tu a l ly  fo rm in g  an  E a s t  T en n essee  
b r ig a d e ,  headed  by  a c t in g  B r ig a d ie r  G e n e ra l Sam uel P ,
C a r t e r ,  w h ich  s e t  up b a se  a t  Gamp C a lv e r t ,  n e a r  London,
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n
Kentucky, At th e  same tim e th o se  U n io n is ts  who d id  n o t 
b o th e r  to  le av e  th e  s t a t e  to  g e t  in to  th e  war s t a r t e d  a 
campaign o f  sabotage a g a in s t  th e  C onfederate  r a i l r o a d  
system  runn ing  through t h e i r  segment o f  th e  s t a t e .
B ridges w ere burned , and C onfederate  t r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  b o th  
m i l i ta r y  and c i v i l i a n  c o n s id e ra b ly  d is ru p te d .
The New York Tribune on November 6 , c a r r ie d  th e  
s to ry  t h a t  th e  E ast Tennessee l o y a l i s t s  had fo u g h t a  g r e a t  
b a t t l e  a t  M orristow n, T his was v a s t ly  exaggera ted , b u t 
th e re  had been  open r e s is ta n c e  to  th e  C onfedera tes and 
many were a r r e s te d ,  n o ta b ly  " P arson  " Brownlow,
I t  was n a tu r a l  t h a t  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  reaso n s  P re s id e n t 
L in co ln  and many o f  h is  o f f i c i a l s  should  be in te r e s te d  in  
s e iz in g  c o n tro l  o f  e a s te rn  Tennessee and r e s to r in g  a c i v i l  
a d m in is tra tio n  fa v o ra b le  to  th e  N orth , E as t Tennessee 
could  th e n  be c i te d  as  an  example to  show th a t  th e  people 
o f  th e  South were b a s ic a l ly  i n  sympathy w ith  th e  Union 
and th a t  th e y  had been m erely  le d  a s t r a y  by t h e i r  wicked 
and tre a so n a b le  le a d e r s .  T his would make good g r i s t  f o r  th e  
N orthern  propaganda m i l l .  I t  i s  a ls o  ex trem ely  probab le  
t h a t  L in co ln  p e rso n a lly  f e l t  g r e a t  syaçïathy f o r  th e  E ast 
Tennesseans and sim ply wanted to  r e l ie v e  them o f  t h e i r  
s u f f e r in g s ,  even though th o se  s u f fe r in g s  s ig h t  be c o n s id e r-
^0 . R ., V II , 440,441; Roy P . E a s ie r  ( e d , ) ,  The 
C o llec ted  Works o f  Abraham L in co ln . (New Brunswick: 1953), 
V, 54*
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a b ly  exaggerated* For hum an ita rian  and f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
reaso n s  i t  was n e c e ssa ry , L inco ln  th o u g h t, to  in te rv e n e  
in  t h i s  re g io n .
Located s t r a t e g i c a l l y ,  a s t r id e  th e  C onfederate  r a i l ­
road  system  and in  p o s i t io n  to  o u tf la n k  many im p o rtan t 
C onfedera te  p o p u la tio n  aiKi m unitions c e n te r s ,  e a s te rn  
Tennessee was d e s tin e d  to  beccsne a  m ajor b a t t l e f i e l d .  I n  
t h i s  a re a  th e  s lav eh o ld in g  and p ro p e r tie d  c la s s e s  tended  
to  su p p o rt th e  C onfederate  cause , w h ile  th e  common p eo p le , 
b a s ic a l ly  yeoman farm ers o r  m ounta ineers , tended  to  be p ro -  
ü n io n is t  i n  sympathy. I n  e a s te rn  T ennessee, a s  w e ll a s  in  
some o f  th e  o th e r  m ountainous reg io n s  o f  th e  South, th e
s e c e s s io n is t  c r i s i s  tended  to  tak e  on some o f  th e  c h a ra c -
êt e r i s t i c s  o f  a c la s s  s t r u g g le .
At f i r s t  many o f  th e  E ast T ennesseans, l i k e  t h e i r  
b ro th e r s  i n  Kentucky, p re fe r re d  to  occupy a n e u tra l  
p o s i t io n ,  b u t ev en ts  soon showed th a t  t h i s  urns im p o ssib le . 
The s t r a t e g i c  v a lu e  o f  th e  re g io n  ren d ered  i t  in e v i ta b le  
th a t  m i l i t a r y  o p e ra tio n s  would tak e  p la c e  i n  th e  a re a .
The Richmond In q u ire r  c a l le d  i t  th e  " Keystone o f  th e  
S outhern  a rc h .*  Not o n ly  d id  i t s  p asses  a f fo rd  avenues f o r  
in v a s io n  o r  c o u n te r - in v a s io n s , b u t i t  was a ls o  p o te n t ia l ly  
a  g r e a t  s to c k p ile  o f  s a l t  and bacon, e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  Con­
f e d e ra te  arm ies i n  p a r t i c u l a r .
g
Thomas W, Hume. The Loyal M ountaineers o f  Tenn­
e sse e . (K noxv ille ; 1888 ;, 6o,
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P re s id e n t L inco ln  was sc a rc e ly  i n  th e  % iite  House
b efo re  U nited  S ta te s  S enato r Andrew Johnson and h is
a s s o c ia te ,  Horace Maynard, req u es ted  a s s is ta n c e  f o r  th e
9
lo y a l i s t s  o f  th e  a re a . A S outhern  synçatfa izer w rote to  
C onfederate P re s id e n t J e f fe r s o n  Davis in  November th a t  
th e  E ast Tennesseans " lo o k  f o r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  F ed era l 
a u th o r i ty  w ith  as much confidence as th e  Jews look  f o r  th e  
coming o f  th e  M essiah ,” and t h a t  i t  was im possib le  to
change t h e i r  f e e l in g s ,  no m a tte r  what p re ssu re s  m ight be
, ^ , 10â.oLop t@cl 9
W ith L inco ln  i n  syaçsathy w ith  p lan s f o r  th e  r e l i e f  
o f  E ast T ennessee, i t  was o n ly  n a tu ra l  t h a t  many o f th e  
Union m i l i ta r y  le a d e rs  shou ld  a t  l e a s t  be im pressed w ith  th e  
id e a  o f  co o p era tin g  in  t h i s  movement, even though some o f  
them m ight doubt th e  m i l i t a r y  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  a  s t r a i g h t  
th r u s t  in to  E a s t Tennessee, G eneral George Thomas, th en  a  
su b o rd in a te  commander i n  th e  E as te rn  d i s t r i c t  o f  Kentucky, 
helped  make arrangem ents to  send su p p lie s  and m unitions 
in to  th e  re g io n  i n  J u n e .^
9
James Welch P a tto n , Unionism and R eco n stru c tio n  I t»
T̂ jmessee. 1360-1369, (Ghapel“SHrT934J ,1  ̂ In%ct6t)er
W illiam  BIotBxt C a rte r  w rote to  G eneral Thomas t h a t  " who­
ever i s  th e  le a d e r  o f  a su c c e s s fu l e x p e d itio n  in to  E ast 
Tennessee w ilj. re c e iv e  from th e se  g r a te f u l  peop le a  crown o f  
g lo ry  o f  which anyone m ight be w e ll p ro u d ,” 0 . R .,IY , 320,
_ 4 , C, Graham to  J e n  D avis, i n  Goodspeed*s îS .sto rv
o f  Tennessee,(N a sh v ille :  1336), 435,
" a -  K ., L I I ,  p a r t  2 , l l j .
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B u e ll, who took  command o f  th e  re g io n  in  November,
f e l t  t h a t  an  ex cu rs io n  in to  t h i s  re g io n  was prem ature*
Johnson and Maynard te leg rap h ed  him t h a t  ** ou r peop le  a re
oppressed  and pursued  as b e a s ts  o f  th e  f o r e s t ;  th e  govern-
12ment must come to  t h e i r  r e l ie f* *  But B u e ll rem ained 
■̂“ac tiv e*
During th i s  same tim e th e  C onfedera tes were s tr e n g th ­
ening t h e i r  h o ld  on th e  region* I n  A ugust, Brownlow*s 
K noxville  Whig c a r r ie d  an  ad d ress  by G eneral F e l ix  K* 
Z o U ic o f fe r ,  commanding th e  a re a , i n  which he a ssu red  th e  
people t h a t  C onfedera te  a u th o r i t i e s  w ere h e re  " o n ly  to  
in su re  peace to  t h e i r  hœaes, by r e p e l l in g  in v a s io n  and 
p rev en tin g  th e  h o rro rs  o f  c i v i l  war* Treason to  th e  s t a t e  
government can n o t, w i l l  n o t, be to le ra te d *
The famous E a s t Tennessee b r id g e  burn ing  on November 
é ,  t r ig g e re d  o f f  th e  r e a l  c r i s i s  i n  t h a t  region* The 
ex ecu tio n  o f  th e  a ttem p t was c a r r ie d  o u t by th e  Reverend 
W illiam  B loun t C a r te r  a f t e r  a  c o n s u lta t io n  w ith  P re s id e n t 
L in co ln , S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te  W illiam  Seward and G eneral 
McClellan* He p lanned to  b u m  a t  th e  same tim e n in e  
b rid g es  between S tephenson, Alabama, and B r i s to l ,  Tennessee; 
thus c r ip p lin g  265 m ile s  o f  ra ilw a y  and inqpeding th e  t r a n s ­
p o r ta t io n  o f  tro o p s  and su p p lie s  to  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d s  o f
^^ Ib id . . Y U , 4Ô0*
^^The K noxv ille  Whig. August 10, lS6l*
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N orthern  V irg in ia .  F iv e  b r id g e s  w ere a c tu a l ly  burned , and
C a rte r  escaped; however, f iv e  o f  h is  a s s o c ia te s  were hanged
under th e  in s t ru c t io n s  o f  Ju d iah  P« Benjam in, th en  Confed-
14CT-ate S e c re ta ry  o f  War. C onfederate a u th o r i t i e s  r e t a l ­
i a te d ,  o rd e r in g  U n io n is t sy n ^ a th iz e rs  to  be im prisoned .
The K noxville  Whig was f i n a l l y  suppressed  and Brownlow
15committed t o  p r is o n . ^
W hether fo r  m i l i t a r y  o r  p o l i t i c a l  re a so n s , G eneral 
K cC lellan  was a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  i n  sympathy w ith  L in co ln ’ s 
d e s ire  t o  a id  th e  b e leag u e red  l o y a l i s t s ,  and on December 3 , 
o rdered  G enera l B u e ll to  send tro o p s  to  h e lp  p ro te c t  th e  
newly formed E as t Tennessee b rig ad e  from  C onfederate  
a t ta c k  and , presum ably, to  pave th e  way e v e n tu a lly  f o r  
some k ind  o f  Union advance. M cClellan inform ed B u e ll t h a t
2.* S.*' 230, 25I ;  Edward io tinger ( e d . ) , In s id e
The C onfedera te  Government; % e  D iary  o f  R obert G a rlic k  M ill 
Kean. (Mew to r k :  195Ÿ). l ^ . l ë .  S arE er was a  P re sb y te r ia n  
m in is te r  l iv in g  i n  E liz a b e th to n . He re c e iv e d  tw enty thousand 
d o l la r s  from  th e  F ed e ra l government f o r  h i s  a c t i v i t y  in  
a r ra n g i%  th e  scheme f o r  b u rn in g  th e  b r id g e s .
^^For f u r th e r  d e t a i l s  o f  th e se  ev en ts  see  W illiam  
Brownlow, Sketches o f  th e  R ise , P ro g ress  and D ecline  o f
g i j t  Termessee ^  th e  C iv i l  War, ( C in c in n a ti:  1Ô99) ;
Humes. The Loyal M oun ta in ie rs o f  Tennessee. 60 , Brownlow 
could  have escaped going  to  j a î l  i f  be had been w il l in g  to  
tak e  th e  O ath o f  A lleg ian ce  to  th e  C onfederacy, b u t he 
re fu sed  to  do so . U n io n is t f e e l in g  con tinued  i n  t h i s  re g io n  
as th e  r e s u l t  o f  C onfederate  a ttem p ts  to  su p p ress  Union 
sym path izers.
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he c o u ld  r e l y  on h t s  f u l l  su p p o r t i n  th e  l i b e r a t i o n  of 
16
E a s t T e n n e sse e .
A dvancing i n  t h i s  a r e a  would mean a d i f f i c u l t  su p p ly
problem  f o r  th e  Union arm y, w h ile  a d r iv e  down e i t h e r  th e
Cum berland o r T ennessee  E lv e r ,  o r  one o v e r la n d , fo l lo w in g
th e  l i n e  o f  th e  L o u i s v i l l e  and N a s h v i l le  R a i l r o a d ,  would be
e a s i e r  t o  s u p p ly . B u e ll  c o n tin u e d  t o  m a in ta in  h i s  p r e f e r e n c e
f o r  a c t i o n  in  c e n t r a l  T en n e sse e , p a r t l y  due t o  th e  in f lu e n c e
of Jam es G erpy, p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  L o u i s v i l l e  and  N a s h v i l le
l i n e ,  an d  a  m ost t r u s t e d  a d v is o r .  G erpy was s t r o n g ly  i n
f a v o r  o f  d r iv in g  s o u th ,  s t r a i g h t  a lo n g  th e  l i n e  o f th e
r a i l r o a d ,  w ith  a  s u b s id ia r y  movement down th e  T ennessee  and
Cum berland R iv e rs  t im e d  t o  c o in c id e .
L in c o ln  was n o t  unaw are o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in h e r e n t
i n  a d v a n c in g  w ith o u t th e  u se  o f e i t h e r  th e  r i v e r s  o r
r a i l r o a d  a s  a  l o g i s t i c s  s u p p o r t ,  and  i n  h i s  m essage to
C ongress i n  December, 1861 , he u rg ed  upon t h a t  body th e
a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f c o n s t r u c t in g  a  r a i l r o a d  a t  governm ent
expense  from  one o f  two r a i l r o a d  t e r m in a l s  in  c e n t r a l
K entucky t o  e i t h e r  th e  T ennessee  s t a t e  l i n e  n e a r  K n o x v il le ,
17
th e  h e a r t  o f  l o y a l i s t  t e r r i t o r y ,  o r  t o  Cum berland Gap.
The p la n  f o r  L in c o ln 's  r a i l r o a d ,  a l th o u g h  n e v e r  c a r r i e d  o u t .
1 3 ----------
0 . R ,,  V II , 4 6 8 .
17
Samuel R. Kamm, The C i v i l  War C a re e r  o f Thomas A. 
S c o t t .  ( P h i l a d e lp h ia :  194oTT"94 .
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was e v e n tu a l ly  a p p ro v e d .
vnieu Thomas S c o t t  a r r i v e d  i n  L o u i s v i l l e ,  a c t in g  more
or l e s s  a s  a  p e r s o n a l  a g e n t o f  S e c re ta r y  o f War Simon
Cameron and I T e s id e n t  L in c o ln , G e n e ra ls  B u e ll  and  And'^rson
a tte m p te d  t o  in f lu e n c e  him i n  f a v o r  o f an  advance  down th e
C um herland-T ennessee  tow ard  N a s h v i l le .  S c o t t  was d u ly
im p re sse d , and  he w ro te  t o  Edwin S ta n to n , th e  r e c e n t l y
a p p o in te d  S e c r e ta r y  o f  War, t h a t  th e  p ro p o sed  r a i l r o a d  in to
E a s t  T ennessee  was n o t "w anted a t  a l l  t o  m eet th e  enemy or
18
t o  s e c u r e .T e n n e s s e e ." S c o tt  ev en  w ent so  f a r  a s  t o  
recommend t h a t  S ta n to n  t r a n s f e r  f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  th o u sa n d  men 
from  th e  Army o f  th e  Potomac and  add  them t o  B u e l l ’ s 
f o r c e  f a r  i n  advance  on N a s h v i l le ,  a l th o u g h  t h i s  p la n  was 
n e v e r  e x e c u te d .
One im p o r ta n t  re fo rm  c a r r i e d  o u t by th e  U nion army 
a t  t h i s  tim e  t h a t  would have a  s t r o n g  e f f e c t  on th e  f o r t h ­
coming cam paign , was th e  l in k in g  t o g e th e r  o f  th e  A m erican 
T e le g ra p h  Company and th e  W estern  U nion Company l i n e s  w ith  
th e  h e a d q u a r te r s  o f  G en era l M c C le lla n . T h is  p la c e d  " L i t t l e  
Mac" i n  d i r e c t  com m unication  w i th  H a lle c k  a t  S t .  L o u is ,
M is s o u r i;  Commodore F oo te  a t  C a iro , I l l i n o i s ;  and B u e ll  a t
19
L o u i s v i l l e ,  K en tucky . Even b e fo re  th e  t e l e g r a p h  was 
c o m p le te , _ la n s  f o r  a movement i n t o  C o n fe d e ra te  t e r r i t o r y  
w ere u n d e r f o o t .  In  th e  m idd le  o f th e  m onth o f Decem ber, 
a t  th e  P l a n t e r ’ s H o te l ,  i n  S t .  L o u is , M is s o u r i ,  th e  s u b je c t
IB  19
I b i d . .  95 I b i d . .  95 , 96 .
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o f  a  p u sh  came up d u r in g  a  c o n v e r s a t io n  betw een G e n e ra ls  
Sherm an, H a lle c k , and  th e  l e t t e r ' s  c h ie f  o f  s t a f f ,  G e n e ra l 
George C ullum . î-Iany p e o p le  had u rg ed  an  advance  down 
th e  M is s i s s ip p i  H iv e r , b u t th e  m ain o b je c t io n  to  t h i s  vra.s 
th e  s t r o n g  C o n fe d e ra te  c o n c e n tr a t io n  a t  Columbus, K en tucky , 
a b o u t e ig h te e n  m ile s  below  C a iro ,
G e n e ra l i f e l le c k  had  a  map on h i s  t a b l e  and a l a r g e  
p e n c i l  i n  h i s  h an d . He a sk e d  th e  o th e r  o f f i c e r s  i n  h i s  
p re s e n c e , " Where i s  th e  H ebei l i n e ? "  G e n e ra l Cullum 
to o k  a  p e n c i l  and drew  a  l i n e  ru n n in g  th ro u g h  Bowling 
G reen , P o r t s  Henry and B o n e lso n . and Columbus» H a lle c k  
th e n  s a i d ,  “ T hat i s  t h e i r  l i n e .  How w here i s  th e  p ro p e r  
p la c e  t o  b re a k  i t ? "  G e n e ra ls  Sherman and  Cullum b o th  
r e p l i e d ,  " n a t u r a l l y  th e  c e n t e r . "  H a lle c k  drew  a l i n e  
p e rp e n d ic u la r  t o  th e  o th e r  n e a r  i t s  m id d le , and  i t  c o in ­
c id e d  n e a r ly  w ith  th e  g e n e r a l  c o u rse  o f  th e  T ennessee  H iv e r .
20
" T h a t’ s th e  t r u e  l i n e  o f  o p e r a t io n s ,"  H a lle c k  s a id .
J u s t  days l a t e r  o rd e r s  came th ro u g h  from  G en era l 
M c C le llan  f o r  th e  open ing  o f  a  d e m o n s tra tio n  a g a in s t  Jo h n ­
s t o n ’ s f o r c e s  i n  K en tucky . One o b je c t  o f  th e  d e m o n s tra tio n  
was t o  make a  d iv e r s io n  i n  f a v o r  o f G e n e ra l B u e ll ,  who 
was c o n f r o n t in g  G en era l Simon B o liv a r  B uckner w ith  a l a r g e  
C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e  a t  B ow ling G reen . G e n e ra l G ran t was 
supposed  t o  move in  o rd e r  t o  p in  down C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e s
20
Sherm an, M em oirs. 219, 220.
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and t o  p re v e n t  th e  se n d in g  o f r e in f o r c e m e n ts  t o  B uckner. 
G ra n t i n s t r u c t e d  C. F . Sm ith  t o  send  a  f o r c e  up th e  w e st 
bank o f  th e  T en n essee  t o  t h r e a t e n  F o r t s  Heiman and  H enry , 
w h ile  Me d e m a n d  was d e t a i l e d  w ith  s i x  th o u sa n d  men i n t o  
w e s te rn  K en tucky , t h r e a te n i n g  Oolumbus w i th  one colum n and 
th e  T en n essee  R iv e r  w i th  a n o th e r .  G ra n t p e r s o n a l ly  
accom pan ied  Me d e m a n d 's  f o r c e  and g a in e d  much in f o r m a tio n  
c o n c e rn in g  th e  c o u n tr y s id e  from  th e  m ove. F o r more th a n  a  
week U nion s o l d i e r s  tram ped  a b o u t i n  th e  mud and muck o f  
th e  w in t e r ,  th e  men s u f f e r in g  c o n s id e r a b ly  from  th e  
w e a th e r Î As a  r e s u l t  o f th e  e x p e d i t io n .  Sm ith s u g g e s te d  in  
a  r e p o r t  t h a t  an  a s s a u l t  on P o r t  Heiman was p r a c t i c a l .
T h is  co n firm ed  G r a n t 's  id e a  t h a t  th e  p ro p e r  l i n e  o f  o p e r ­
a t i o n s  was a lo n g  th e  Cum berland and T ennessee  R iv e r s .
On Ja n u a ry  6 , b e fo re  u n d e r ta k in g  t h i s  d e m o n s tra t io n
a g a i n s t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s ,  G ran t a sk ed  f o r  p e rm is s io n  from
H a lle c k  f o r  a  c o n fe re n c e  i n  S t .  L o u is , w hereby he w ish ed
to  l a y  o u t a p la n  o f cam paign b e fo re  th e  l a t t e r .  W ith th e
c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  h i s  id e a s  by G e n e ra l 0 .  F . S m ith , G ra n t
a g a in  r e q u e s te d  t o  m eet w ith  G e n e ra l H a l le c k .  R e la t io n s
betw een  th e  two men w ere n o t  th e  m ost c o r d i a l ,  b u t H a lle c k
c o n s e n te d . The m e e tin g  was n o t  a  s u c c e s s ,  a c c o rd in g  t o21
G ran t i n  h i s  M em oirs.  H a lle c k  c u t  s h o r t  th e  p la n  a s  b e in g  
p r e p o s te r o u s ,  b e in g  m ost u n fa v o ra b le  i n  h i s  o p in io n .
21
G ra n t, M em oirs. 146, 147.
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G rant*s  account o f  t h i s  m eeting does n o t b e a r  o u t H alleck*s 
p re v io u s ly  s ta te d  views on th e  s u b je c t ,  and i t  may be t h a t  
th e  dep artm en ta l commander sim ply d id  n o t understand  what
h is  su b o rd in a te  was re q u e s tin g , f o r  G rant a t  tim es was a
22v ery  poor speaker; o r  i t  may sim ply have been th a t  
G rant was n o t t r u s te d  to  f u l f i l l  such an im portan t opera­
t io n ,  i n  view  o f th e  n e a r  d i s a s te r  a t  Belmont,
One view o f  t h i s  m a tte r  i s  t h a t  H alleck , a lthough  
a p p re c ia tin g  th e  need f o r  an o ffe n s iv e  i n  Kentucky and 
Tennessee, was r e lu c ta n t  to  move u n t i l  h ia  r ig h t  f la n k  in  
M issouri was com pletely  secu red , f e e l in g  t h a t  he d id  n o t 
have enough tro o p s  to  s t a r t  two se p a ra te  movements. Launch­
in g  two a t ta c k s  a t  one tim e would be a v io la t io n  o f th e  
th e o r ie s  on w arfare  t h a t  H alleck  h e ld , s in c e  i t  would mean 
a  d iv id ed  e f f o r t  in s te a d  o f  c o n c en tra tin g  th e  re so u rce s  o f  
movement a t  a tim e.^^  Once th e  M issou ri campaign began, 
H alleck  to ld  M cC lellan, mien h is  p re se n t p lan s  were 
execu ted , t h a t  he would tu rn  on Tennessee.
B u e ll, however, k ep t a f t e r  H alleck  to  launch some 
kind  o f  an  advance as a  d iv e rs io n  fo r  an e f f o r t  by him.
The commander o f  the ArnQr o f  th e  Ohio s a id  t h a t  i f  H alleck  
would c u t th e  Meaphis and N ash v ille  R a ilro a d , he would 
a s s a u l t  and cap tu re  Bowling Green. P re s id e n t L inco ln , who
22w aU ace, £n Autobiography* 1 , 353, 
23/\mivrose, H alleck, 19#
a . ,  V II , 463.
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n a tu r a l ly  was in te r e s te d  in  th e  e a s te rn  Tennessee Union­
i s t s ,  asked H alleck  h is  o p in io n  on th e  m atter*  G enera l 
H alleck  q u ick ly  r e p l ie d  th a t  i t  would be sh ee r m adness, 
s in c e  tro o p s  could  n o t be withdrawn from  M issouri w ith o u t 
r i s k in g  th e  lo s s  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  and a ls o  th a t  th e re  were 
n o t enough men a v a ila b le  a t  C a iro , and th a t  he knew th e
C onfedera tes had no in te n t io n s  o f  p u l l in g  tro o p s  from
26Columbus w hether o r  n o t B u e ll ever advanced, L in co ln  
f i n a l l y  ended up by t e l l i n g  H alleck  to  c o n ta c t B u e ll in  
reg a rd  to  some k ind  o f  movement on Jan u ary  1 . " I  am
n o t read y  to  coopera te  w ith  him. Too much h a s te  w i l l  r u in  
e v e ry th in g ,” was H alleck*s perem ptory r e p l y , ^
Events in  e a s te rn  Kentucky came to  a head, w ith  
r e s u l t s  t h a t  could  have been fo re se e n  by few, i f  any , o f  
th e  p a r t i c ip a n t s .  As e a r ly  as O ctober 22, f ig h t in g  had 
broken o u t between th e  C onfederates i n  e a s te rn  Kentucky 
and Tennessee by tro o p s  commanded by G eneral F e lix  K irk  
Z o i l ic o f f e r  and F ed e ra l fo rc e s  commanded by  G eneral ” Pappy ” 
Thomas, Z o il ic o f fe r* s  men were re p u lse d  a f t e r  a  sh a rp  b u t 
b r i e f  a c t io n . Wrote one F ed era l s o ld ie r ,  ” The lo s s  aTt!r>»g 
th e  R ebels i s  s a id  to  be a w f u l . T h e  C onfederates
25lbid,A50fS2A.
% b i d , .  532,
27 ib id . . 526,
2.ÊC in c in n a ti D a ily  G az e tte . O ctober 25, 1661,
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probab ly  had fo u r  thousand  men in  a c t io n , b u t t h e i r  c a su a l­
t i e s  amounted to  on ly  a  few dozen i n  r e a l i t y .  A ttack in g  
on. th e  fo llo w in g  day, Z o i l ic o f f e r  su f fe re d  a d d i t io n a l  
c a s u a l t ie s ,  and th e reb y  decided  to  c a l l  i t  o f f ,  f a l l i n g  
back to  Cumberland Gap. G eneral George Thomas would have 
p re fe r re d  to  ta k e  th e  o ffe n s iv e  and pursue th e  r e t r e a t in g  
C onfederate g e n e ra l, b u t  G eneral Shez-man, who was i n  command
i n  Kentucky a t  t h i s  tim e, f e l t  th a t  i t  would be w is e s t  to
29rem ain on th e  d e fe n s iv e .
E v en tu a lly  in  December, th e  f i r e y  Tennessee-born 
C onfederate g e n e ra l began a slow forw ard movement a g a in s t  
Thcanas* command. The Union commander passed  th e  word along  
to  B u e ll o f  th e  Southern  advance, and i t  was agreed  th a t  
Thomas could  advance to  th e  Cumberland, b u t should  n o t 
c ro ss  th e  r i v e r  " u n le s s  a b s o lu te ly  necessary*" Z o i l ic o f f e r  
saved G eneral Thomas any w orry about t h i s  by making h is  
cam) on th e  n o rth e rn  bank o f th e  r i v e r  a t  a p o in t  about 
e ig h tee n  m iles sou thw est o f  C olonel A lb in  Schoepf*s 
p o s i t io n  a t  Summerset, K en tucl^ . Camping on th e  Union s id e  
o f  th e  r i v e r  was n o t a  p a r t i c u la r ly  good id e a , and G eneral 
George B. C ritte n d e n  was detached  from G eneral Jo h n sto n ’s 
army to  proceed to  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  Z o i l i c o f f e r .  By th e  
tim e he reached  th e  C onfedera te  g e n e ra l’ s army, however, i t  
was to o  l a t e  to  make any change. Thomas advanced on th e
See Freeman C leav es, Rock o f  C hickam ugat The L ife  
o f  G enera l George H. Thomas. (Norman: 19/t-é) , 89-91, f o r  
d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  o p e ra tio n .
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p o s i t i o n  known a s  L ogan’ s  C ro ss ro a d s  o r  M i l l s  S p r in g s , 
K en tucky , r e a c h in g  i t  on  J a n u a ry  1Ô, G e n e ra ls  C r i t t e n d e n  
aiKi Z o i l i c o f f e r  p re p a re d  t o  la u n c h  a  s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k ,  h o p in g  
t o  s h a t t e r  th e  V i r g in ia - b o r n  Thomas b e fo r e  he c o u ld  u n i t e  
w i th  S c h o e p f, The two C o n fe d e ra te  g e n e r a l s  l e d  s i x  
T ennessee  r e g im e n ts ,  th e  F i f t e e n th  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  and  th e  
F i f t e e n t h  A labam a, a lo n g  w i th  a n  a r t i l l e r y  company and a  
b a t t a l i o n  o f  c a v a l r y ;  p ro b a b ly  a round  f o u r  th o u san d  t r o o p s ,  
o u t  on a  n i g h t  m arch th ro u g h  one o f  th e  w o r s t  e x p e r ie n c e s  
o f  th e  w a r,
A b l in d in g  r a i n  made th e  ro a d s  a lm o s t  im p a ss a b le , 
w h ile  a d d in g  to  th e  m is e ry  o f  th e  s o l d i e r s  a s  th e y  s lo g g e d  
a lo n g  w e a r i ly ,  d ren c h ed  to  th e  s k in  and  h a l f - f r o z e n  from  th e  
low  te m p e ra tu re ,^ ^  A bout 6 :3 0  A. M ., on  Ja n u a ry  19 , t r o o p s  
from  th e  F i r s t  K entucky  C a v a lry , Ü. S . ,  s ig n a le d  th e  m ain 
f o r c e  t h a t  th e  S o u th e rn e rs  w ere  a d v a n c in g . F i r i n g  soon  
b ro k e  o u t ,  b u t  v i s i b i l i t y  was so  p o o r from  th e  d a y b re ak  
m is t  and  th e  sa o k e  from  th e  guns w hich  so  th ic k e n e d  th e  a i r  
t h a t  i t  was h a rd  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  f r i e n d  from  f o e .  G e n e ra l 
Z o i l i c o f f e r ,  m is ta k in g  enemy f o r  f r i e n d ,  ro d e  o u t to o  f a r  
i n  f r o n t  o f  h i s  men, a p p ro a c h in g  C o lo n e l Speed S . F ry ,
F o u r th  K n stu ck y  I n f a n t r y ,  The g e n e r a l  t o l d  F ry ,  " ¥ e  m ust 
n o t  f i r e  on  o u r  own m en," and  nodd ing  h i s  h e ad  to  th e  l e f t ,
^ ^ a t t le s and L e a d e rs . I ,  3S3 ,
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re m a rk e d , "Those a r e  ou r m e n ." C o lo n e l P ry  a n sw e re d , "Of
c o u rs e  n o t .  I  w ould n o t  do so  i n t e n t i o n a l l y . " P ry  began
m oving to w ard  h i s  re g im e n t ,  and su d d e n ly  he saw a n o th e r
man r i d e  up and jo in  Z o i l i c o f f e r .  The new a r r i v a l  opened
f i r e  w i th  a  r e v o l v e r ,  h i t t i n g  P r y 's  h o r s e .  The P o u r th
K e n tu c k y 's  c o lo n e l  a t  once opened w ith  h i s  own r e v o lv e r  a t
th e  m an. A f i g u r e  f e l l  o f f  a  h o r s e .  Thus Z o i l i c o f f e r  d ie d ,
a  b u l l e t  th ro u g h  h i s  b r e a s t ,  a  v ic t im  o f  th e  p o o r v i s i b i l i t y
31
and  h i s  own r e c k n e s s n e s s .
T h is  was th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  end f o r  th e  C o n fed eracy  
i n  th e  b a t t l e .  W ith in  a  few  m in u te s  th e  S o u th e rn e r s  w ere in  
f u l l  t e t r e a t .  The f o u l  w e a th e r  r e n d e re d  m ost o f  th e  C onfed­
e r a t e  t r o o p s  in c a p a b le  o f  f i g h t i n g ,  n o t  so  much from  m orale  
a s  from  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  f l i n t l o c k  m uske ts  s im p ly  would 
n o t  f u n c t io n  i n  th e  dam pness. The t o t a l  U nion l o s s  i n  th e  
a c t i o n  was 40 k i l l e d ,  207 wounded, and 15 c a p tu re d  o r  m is s in g ;  
w h ile  th e  S o u th e rn e rs  had  125 k i l l e d ,  309 wounded and  99 
c a p tu re d  o r  m is s in g . C o n fe d e ra te  l o s s e s  w ere a lm o s t  tw ic e
a s  h e a v y , th e  m ost s e r io u s  l o s s  b e in g  th e  d e a th  o f  G e n e ra l 
32
Z o i l i c o f f e r .
31
P r iv a te  Henry Doak, N in e te e n th  T en n e sse e , who 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  th e  a c t i o n ,  s a id  P r y 's  s to r y  o f s h o o tin g  
Z o i l i c o f f e r  w ith  a  r e v o lv e r  was a  l i e ,  and t h a t  th e  g e n e r a l  
was s h o t  by a Union s o l d i e r  w ith  a  m u sk e t. Henry M. Doak,
"The N in e te e n th  T e n n e s se e ,"  C o n fe d e ra te  C o l le c t io n ,  T ennessee  
D epartm en t o f A rc h iv e s  and  H is to ry ;  B a t t l e s  and  L e a d e rs . I ,  
383 .  P o r a  f u l l e r  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  m a t te r  se e  Raymond 
M yers, The Z o l l i e  T re e . ( L o u i s v i l l e ;  c .  1964)-. I I 9 - 1 2 5 .
32
C le a v e s , Rock o f Chickam auga. 9 4 -9 9 ; W illia m s , 
L in c o ln  F in d s  A G e n e ra l.  I l l ,  1 7 2 -1 7 5 .
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C ritte n d e n  took  over th e  C onfederate command and 
helped  make some k ind  o f  a  r e t r e a t ,  a lth o u g h  i t  was w idely  
a lle g e d  th a t  th e  p o l i t i c i a n  tu rned  s o ld ie r  had been under 
th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  a lc o h o l a t  th e  tim e. He was la rg e ly  d is ­
c re d i te d  by th e s e  even ts and nevermore would ho ld  im portan t 
C onfederate comoand. News o f  th e  d e fe a t  low ered C onfederate 
m orale d r a s t i c a l l y .  A C onfederate War Departm ent o f f i c i a l
commented in  h i s  p e rso n a l d ia ry  th a t  th e  b a t t l e  was a  com- 
33p le te  d i s a s t e r .
The dead Z o i l ic o f f e r  was h a i le d  th roughou t th e  South 
a s  a f a l l e n  h e ro . F o rty -n in e  y ea rs  o ld , and one o f  th e  
le ad in g  p o l i t i c a l  powers in  Tennessee, th e  dead g e n e ra l had 
been th e  most im p o rtan t and most popu lar s e c e s s io n is t  le a d e r  
i n  th e  e n t i r e  s t a t e ,  A long  tim e member o f  th e  Whig p a r ty  
and a  newspaperman, he had helped  make and unmake governors, 
s e n a to rs  and p re s id e n ts .  I n  1Ô52, he fo u g h t h is  famous 
d u e l w ith  John Leake M arling , e d i to r  o f  th e  Dem ocratic 
O rien ted  N ashv ille  Union. \dio had c a lle d  him a l i a r .  Aside 
from a  y ea r as an  o f f i c e r  in  th e  Seminole War, t h i s  d u e l 
was Z o ilic o f fe r* s  o n ly  m i l i ta r y  ex p erien ce . I n  exchange f o r  
a  b u l l e t  through h is  hand, he p u t a sh o t th rough  h is  d u e l i s t  
opponent’s  head, b ad ly  wounding him, although  th e  two 
p o l i t i c a l  r i v a l s  l a t e r  became re c o n c ile d ,
^^Younger, D iary  o f  Robert G a rlic k  H i l l  Kean. 24, 
5 % y ers , ^  Z o ll ie  T ree. 13-42; D. A. B. , XX, 20.
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The d e fe a t a t  F ish in g  Creek, o r  Logan*s C rossroads, 
o r  M il ls  S p rings, o r  w hatever th e  b a t t l e  m ight be c a l le d ,  
was th e  f i r s t  s ig n i f ie e n t  s te p  i n  th e  Union’s conquest o f  
th e  C onfederate h e a r t la n d . The p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t  o f  th e  
v ic to ry ,  b es id es  a  heavy C onfederate c a s u a l ty  l i s t  and th e  
g r e a t  lo s s  o f  su p p lie s  and m a te r ia ls ,  was th e  com plete 
c o lla p se  o f  th e  C onfederate r ig h t  w ing. H enceforth  th e  
way was open f o r  a Union in v a s io n  o f E a s t Tennessee o r  a 
th r u s t  th rough  the  e a s te rn  Tennessee re g io n  a g a in s t  th e  
f la n k  o f  G eneral A lb e rt Sidney Jo h n sto n ’ s com m unications, 
s p e c i f i c a l ly  th e  l in e  to  Bowling G reen,
On January  4 , P re s id e n t L in co ln  te leg rap h e d  B u e ll a t  
L o u is v i l le ,  ask ing  i f  weapons and m un itions had been 
forw arded to  E ast Tennessee, and re q u e s tin g  a  p ro g re ss  r e ­
p o r t  o f  BK>vement in  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n , B u e l l ’ s answer was 
t h a t  he had been o rg an iz in g  two columns, w ith  re fe re n c e  to  
th e  movement, b u t t h a t  he had no r e a l  b e l i e f  o r  f a i t h  i n  i t s  
f e a s i b i l i t y ;  and he expressed  th e  view th a t  an  a t ta c k  upon 
N a sh v ille , Tennessee, was p re fe ra b le ,  which vas  n o t w e ll 
rece iv ed  by th e  c h ie f  ex e cu tiv e . On Jan u ary  6 , L inco ln  
w rote to  B u e ll, su g g es tin g  an  advance on th e  r a i l r o a d  a t  
some p o in t so u th  o f Cumberland Gap, s in c e  t h i s  would have 
th e  e f f e c t  o f  c u t t in g  ” a  g r e a t  a r t e r y  o f  th e  e n e sy 's  
commimc a tio n , which N ash v ille  does n o t have, and secondlv
^ % a s le r .  C o lle c ted  Works o f  Abraham L in co ln . T ,9 0 .
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because i t  i s  i n  th e  m idst o f  lo y a l  p eo p le , who would r a l l y  
around i t ,  which N ash v ille  i s  n o t , ” L inco ln  went on to  
t e l l  B u e ll t h a t  he could  n o t see  why ” th e  movement in  e a s t  
Tennessee would n o t be a d iv e rs io n  in  your f a v o r .” Lincoln®s 
h u m an ita rian  f e e l in g  showed th rough  in  h is  ex p ress io n  o f  
concern  f o r  th e  f a t e  o f  th e  l o y a l i s t s  i n  E ast Tennessee, 
who were b e in g  s tro n g ly  suppressed  by C onfederate  a u th o ri­
t i e s . ^ ^  The fo llo w in g  day P re s id e n t L inco ln  w ired  B u e ll 
a g a in , o rd e rin g  him to  ” p le a se  name as e a r ly  a  day as you 
s a fe ly  can , on o r  b e fo re  vdiich you can be read y  to  move 
southward i n  co n ce rt w ith  Gen. H alleck . D elay i s  ru in in g  
u s ; and i t  i s  in d isp en sab le  f o r  me to  have something 
d e f in i t e ,  I  send a l ik e  d is p a tc h  to  H a lle c k .”^?
L in co ln ’ s p a tie n c e  was beg inn ing  to  ru n  s h o r t ,  a l ­
though i t  i s  p robable th a t  he would r e a l l y  have been w il l in g  
to  s e t t l e  f o r  some kind  o f  o f fe n s iv e , and would n o t have 
in s i s te d  on th e  E ast Tennessee campaign; b u t p o l i t i c a l l y ,  
m i l i t a r i l y ,  econom ically , and from  a l l  o th e r  s ta n d p o in ts , 
th e  tim e had come f o r  a Union o f fe n s iv e , somehow, somewhere, 
som ething.
On January  13, P re s id e n t L inco ln  ag a in  w rote to  
B u e ll and H alleck , u rg in g  them in to  a c t io n .  The P re s id e n t 
s ta te d  th a t  h is  g e n e ra l id ea  o f  " t h i s  war to  be t h a t  we
^^Ibid.. 91, 
3 ? Ib id .
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have th e  g r e a te r  numbers, and the  enemy has th e  g re a te r  
f a c i l i t y  o f  co n c e n tra tin g  fo rc e s  upon p o in ts  o f  c o l l i s io n ."  
He went on to  say th a t  th e  Union cause would f a i l ,  "u n le ss  
we can f in d  some way o f  making our advantage an overmatch 
f o r  h i s , "  and th a t  t h i s  on ly  could be done by " menacing 
him w ith  s u p e r io r  fo rc e s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p o in ts ,  a t  th e  same 
tim e ,"  i n  o rd e r  to  a t ta c k  "one o r b o th , i f  he makes no 
change; and i f  he weakens one th e  s tr e n g th  o f  th e  o th e r , 
fo rb e a r  to  a t ta c k  th e  s t r ic k e n  one," b u t  th e  p o in t was to  
" s e iz e ,  and h o ld  th e  weakened one,"  g a in in g  v ery  much.
I n  a n u ts h e l l  t h i s  was m i l i ta r y  s t r a te g y  a s  L inco ln  saw i t ,  
and he was p e r f e c t ly  c o r r e c t .  % e P re s id e n t e lab o ra te d  
th a t  h i s  id e a  was th a t  H alleck  should menace Columbus and 
dow nriver g e n e ra lly , w h ile  B u e ll should h a ra ss  Bowling Green 
and E as t Tennessee. I f  th e  C onfederates shou ld  co n cen tra te  
a t  Bowling G reen, th en  B u e ll should n o t r e t i r e  from i t s  
f r o n t  b u t shou ld  avoid engaging " him ," and i f  p o ss ib le  to  
occupy Columbus and E ast T ennessee, one o r  b o th , s in ce  th e  
C onfederates would have co n cen tra ted  t h e i r  main fo rc e s  a t  
Bawling Green and would be unab le  to  defend them .^^
The su ccess  o f  th e  Graut-M cClernand-Smith reco n n a is­
sance i n  fo rc e ,  and p ro b ab ly  th e  e f f e c t  o f  L in co ln ’ s 
obvious d e s ire  f o r  an o f fe n s iv e , b rought f o r th  from Henry
3^ E a s ie r , C o lle c ted  Works o f  Abraham L inco ln . V.
98 ,99 .
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H alleck one o f h is  more unusual and in te r e s t in g  p lan s o f  
o p e ra tio n s . In  a  l e t t e r  to  M cC lellan on January  20,
H alleck  found f a u l t  w ith  p o l i t i c s  and p o l i t i c i a n s  i n t e r ­
fe r in g  in  th e  w ar, and he charged th a t  th e  p a s t  la c k  o f  
success o f  th e  Union army was " a t t r ib u ta b le  to  th e  p o l i -  
t i t i o n s  r a th e r  th a n  th e  g e n e ra ls ."  He seemed confused in  
regard  to  many is s u e s  o f  th e  w ar, b u t he d id  m a in ta in  th a t  
moving down th e  M is s is s ip p i R iv e r , u s in g  th e  navy as a 
c a r r i e r  would be " im p ra c tic a b le , o r  a t  l e a s t  p rem atu re ,"
He added, " I t  i s  no t a p roper l in e  o f  o p e ra tio n s , a t  l e a s t  
now, A much more f e a s ib le  p la n  i s  to  move up th e  Cumberland 
and Tennessee, making N ash v ille  th e  f i r s t  o b je c tiv e  p o in t ,"  
I n  f l a t  words and t e r s e  language, H alleck  p o s i t iv e ly  and 
d e f in i t e ly  committed h im se lf  to  th e  g e n e ra l- in -c h ie f  i s
fav o r o f  a d r iv e  down th e  r i v e r  l i n e s ,  and n o t a push in to
39e a s te rn  T e n n e s s e e , B u e l l  suggested  th i s  p la n  way 
back on November 27, and ag a in  on December 29, to  G eneral 
McGlernand, and on January  3» to  G eneral H a l l e c k .^
Not daunted by th e  f a i l u r e  o f  h is  conference w ith  
G eneral H alleck  in  S t .  L ou is, G ran t, on th e  21 th  o f January , 
forwarded a r e p o r t  to  " L i t t l e  Mac" o f  G eneral 0 . F, S m ith 's 
reconnaissance  on th e  F o rt Henry b a s t io n .
R ,, V II , 120,121. 
^ I b id , .  451 ,521,523,529.
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C onferring  w ith  Commodore F oo te , G rant and th e  n av a l o f f i c e r  
w ired  H alleck  i n  St* L ou is , on th e  2S th , t h a t  F o r t Henry 
could  be c a p tu r e d ,^
The weeks and months o f  d e lay s , co n fu sio n , and some­
tim es dow nright chaos, were abou t to  come to  an end, " I t  i s  
im possib le  to  escape th e  co n c lu sio n , however, th a t  many o f  
th e  le a d in g  f ig u re s  in  th e  Union armed fo rc e s  a t  t h i s  tim e 
were scmeiAat overcome w ith  th e  g r a v i ty  o f  th e  s i tu a t io n .
Men l ik e  H alleck , B u e ll ,  and t o  some e x te n t G ran t, sim ply 
lack ed  experience  i n  h and ling  la rg e  bo d ies o f  tro o p s . At 
th e  same tim e th e y  could  a p p re c ia te  th e  g r a v i ty  o f  th e  
s i t u a t io n  th e y  were invo lved  i n .
On r e c e ip t  o f  th e  F oo te-G ran t r e p o r t ,  H alleck  f i n a l l y  
decided  to  ta k e  a c t io n . P robably  he was a ls o  in flu en c ed  by 
th e  a r r i v a l  o f  a r e p o r t  from McCullum, s t a t in g  th a t  G eneral 
P , G, T, B eauregard and f i f t e e n  C onfederate reg im en ts  were 
en ro u te  to  Kentucky. I n  any even t H alleck  prcuaptly 
o rdered  G eneral G rant to  a s s a u l t  F o rt H e n r y , G e n e r a l  
H alleck  im m ediately  fo llow ed th e  o rd e r to  a t ta c k  F o rt Henry 
w ith  a  second d is p a tc h , d a ted  th e  same day, January  30,
1662, co n ta in in g  maiqr more d e t a i l s  th a n  in s t r u c t io n s .
G rant was o rdered  to  mass a l l  p o s s ib le  tro o p s  from 
Paducah, Sm ith land, C a iro , F o r t  H o lt. B ird s p o in t, and o th e r
41J .  F. 0 . F u l le r ,  ^  G enera lsh ip  o f  U lysses S. 
G ran t, (New York: 1929) ,79 ; 0 .  RV, V II, 120,131,
42 ib id . .  121,571,572,
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p la c e s , b u t a t  th e  same tim e to  le av e  s u f f i c i e n t  g a r r is o n s  
to  p r o te c t  th o se  p la c e s  i n  case  th e  C onfedera tes a t  
CcluBhus should  launch  an o f fe n s iv e . Remarking on th e  im­
p assab le  c o n d itio n  o f  th e  lo c a l  ro a d s , H alleck  o rd ered  
G ran t to  make a s  much use  o f  F o o te 's  t r a n s p o r ts  a s  p o s s ib le . 
A d d itio n a l a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s  were prom ised to  G ran t, and 
L ieu ten a n t C olonel James McPherson, o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s  
E n g in eers , was prom ised a s  c h ie f  en g in ee r o f  th e  ex p e d itio n , 
H alleck  reported , a l l  th e  d e t a i l s  he knew o f  F o r t  Henry, ' and 
he cau tio n ed  G ran t to  coopera te  c lo s e ly  w ith  th e  navy, 43 
G rant q u ic k ly  s e t  c u t  to  launch  h is  in v a s io n . Be­
cause o f  th e  c lo s in g  o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv er to  Union 
t r a f f i c ,  th e re  were a  la rg e  number o f  steam ships t i e d  up in  
C airo  f o r  la c k  o f  employment; G ran t im m ediately  began round­
in g  up th e se  sh ip s  and t h e i r  crew s, b u t was n o t ab le  to  f in d  
e n o u ^  tr a n s p o r ts  to  h a u l a l l  o f  h i s  conanand a t  one tim e. 
When a l l  o f  th e  a v a ila b le  b o a ts  were lo ad ed , w ith  about 
o n e -h a lf  o f  th e  seven teen  thousand F ed e ra l s o ld ie r s ,  G rant 
o rd ered  th e  S3q> edition  to  proceed  on up th e  Tennessee R iver, 
under G eneral John M cClemand, Rounding up some a d d i t io n a l  
tr a n s p o r ts  from, an o th e r so u rce . G rant soon fo llow ed  w ith  
more o f  h i s  amgr,44
43l b id . . 121 , 122,
44Q rant, Memoirs « 14^#
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G rant caught up w ith  h is  advance fo rc e  two days 
l a t e r ,  on th e  morning o f February  4 , b u t he d id  n o t 
approve o f  th e  la n d in g  c i t e  McGlernand had s e le c te d  be­
cause i t  was too  f a r  away from F o r t Henry. The steam ers 
tiien  c a r r ie d  th e  fo rc e  to  a new d isem barkation  p o in t about 
fo u r  m iles from th e  C onfederate  p o s i t io n .  The tro o p s  were 
landed , and th e  steam ers unloaded and tu rn ed  about to  
Paducah to  p ick  up G eneral C. F . S m ith 's  in f a n try  d i ­
v is io n , G rant p e rso n a lly  going a long  to  in su re  th a t  every -
45th in g  went o f f  r i g h t ,
February  5 was sp en t in  making reconna issances o f  
th e  C onfederate p o s i t io n ,  w h ile  w a itin g  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
a rn y  to  show up . G ra n t 's  u n o f f ic ia l  c h ie f -o f - s ta f f ,C o lo n e l  
J ,  D. W ebster, and s e v e ra l  members o f  M cGlernand's s t a f f  
accompanied a p a r ty  o f  F ed era l c a v a lry  on a  reconnaissance  
o f th e  Southern b a s t io n , A s h o r t sk irm ish  developed in  
which one Union cavalrym an was k i l l e d  and a t  l e a s t  two 
o th e rs  wounded, b e s id e s  an undeterm ined number o f  Southern 
c a s u a l t ie s .  B ut th e  F éd éra is  were a b le  to  g e t  a p r e t ty  good 
id ea  o f th e  p r in c ip le  fe a tu re s  o f  th e  t e r r a i n  on th e  n o r th e n  
s id e  o f  F o rt H e n ry .^  On th e  a f te rn o o n  o f  th e  5 th , v e ry  
l a t e ,  th e  tra n s p o r ts  re tu rn e d  from Paducah w ith  S m ith 's
^ ^ 0 . R . ,  V I I ,  127 ; G ra n t ,  M em oirs.  148 .
L , C o n g er, The R is e  o f  U , S . G ra n t,  (Hew Y ork:
1931), 156,
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s o ld ie r s .  G eneral Smith and G eneral G rant, About dusk 
G ran t, Smith and McGlernand went on board th e  f la g s h ip  o f  
Ccanmodore Foote, th e  C in c in n a ti , to  arrange th e  program f o r  
an  a s s a u l t  on F o rt Henry, scheduled  th e  fo llow ing  day,
While th e  o f f ic e r s  were engaged in  t h e i r  f i n a l  co n feren ce , 
th e  Union gunboat Conestoga re tu rn e d  from a p a t ro l  up th e  
r i v e r ,  du ring  which i t  had checked to  see i f  th e  channel 
were c le a r  o f  obstructions®  The Conestoga p u lle d  a lo n g s id e  
th e  C in c in n a ti , t r a n s f e r r in g  a  huge C onfederate n av a l mine 
o r  to rp ed o , W iich i t  had p icked  up in  the  channel. The 
s h ip ’s  crew q u ick ly  congregated  abou t th e  s i n i s t e r  look ing  
i r o n  c y lin d e r , and as th e  conference in  F oo te’s cab in  
ended and th e  o f f ic e r s  came o u ts id e , t h e i r  a t te n t io n  was 
a t t r a c te d  to  th e  to rp e d o . Examining th e  f iv e  f e e t  loz% 
i r o n  c y lin d e r , th e  cu rio u s  G rant expressed  a  d e s ire  to  see  
•fee i n t e r i o r  mechanism o f  th e  d ev ice . The s h ip ’s arm orer, 
armed w ith  monkey wrench, hammer and c h is e l ,  pronm tly 
opened th e  th in g  îç>. As he d id  so a  q u a n tity  o f  gas came 
s q u ir t in g  o u t. Two o f  G ran t’s  amqr o f f ic e r s ,  b e l ie v in g  th e  
c o n tra p tio n  was abou t to  e ^ l o d e ,  f lu n g  them selves fa c e  
down on th e  deck. With th e  a g i l i t y  o f  a  young tom cat,
Foote flew  up th e  s h ip ’ s  la d d e r , fo llow ed  by th e  e q u a lly  
l ig h t - fo o te d  G ran t, Reaching th e  to p  and r e a l iz in g  th a t  th e  
to rpedo  was n o t going to  explode, Foote calmed down; and 
tu rn in g  to  face  G ran t, %Ao was j u s t  reach ing  th e  to p  o f  th e
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la d d e r , sm ilin g ly  rem arked, ” G enera l, why th i s  h a s te ? ” 
to  which G eneral G rant w ith  equal p resence o f  mind q u ick ly  
r e p l ie d ,  ” That th e  navy may n o t g e t  ahead o f  u s ,"  The 
whole crew broke ou t lau g h in g , and th e  army o f f i c e r s  soon 
s c a t te re d  to  t h e i r  re s p e c tiv e  commands on s h o r e , W h a t ­
ever th e  humor o f th e  o ccasio n , Foote and G rant soon had 
more p re s s in g  thoughts on t h e i r  m inds, f o r  th e  morrow was 
th e  appo in ted  d a te  f o r  th e  a s s a u l t  on P o rt Henry. Foote 
and h is  seven w arships would h i t  th e  C onfedera tes from th e  
r i v e r  s id e ,  w h ile  G rant and h is  reg im ents moved i n  to  
i s o l a t e  th e  Southerners on th e  landward s id e .  I t  was 
obvious ■fâiat th e  forthcom ing day was going  to  be one to  
long  remember.
A .7
H. A llen  G o sn e ll, Guns on th e  W estern Waters: 
S to ry  o f R iver G u ^ p a ts  i n  th e  CivUTwar. (Baton
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CHAPTER I I I  
BREAKIÏÏG THE RIVER BARRIERS
As p a r t  o f  t h e i r  l i n e  o f  defense th e  C onfederates 
e re c te d  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a t  a  s e r ie s  o f  s t r a t e g ic  p o in ts  
s t r e tc h in g  a c ro ss  T ennessee, M issou ri and Kentucky. The 
extreme l e f t  o f  th e  C onfedera te  works was lo c a te d  a t  two 
p o in ts .  New M adrid in  th e  extrem e sou thern  p o r tio n  o f Mis­
s o u r i ,  and th e  second s e r ie s  o f  works a t  I s la n d  No. 10, in  
th e  M is s is s ip p i R iv er, ly in g  g eo g rap h ica lly  sou th  o f  New 
M adrid, b u t a c tu a l ly  due to  th e  r i v e r ’s ta k in g  a sharp  bend, 
in  a more advanced p o s i t io n  a long  th e  Tennessee-Kentucky 
s t a t e  l i n e .  At Columbus, on th e  M is s is s ip p i R iv e r , j u s t  
ac ro ss  th e  s t a t e  l i n e ,  was perhaps th e  s tro n g e s t  o f  th e  many 
works e re c te d  by th e  S o u th e rn e rs .
More th a n  a hundred heavy guns, some accounts say  one 
hundred and f i f t y ,  guarded th e  " G ib ra l te r  o f  th e  West 
F u rth e r e a s t  la y  th e  v i t a l  Tennessee and Cumberland R iv e rs . 
These two im p o rtan t waterways ra n  alm ost p a r a l l e l  to  each 
o th e r  a c ro ss  th e  s t a t e  o f  Kentucky, and down in to  Tennessee, 
where th ey  g ra d u a lly  s p l i t .  At one p o in t th e se  waterways 
were w ith in  th re e  m iles o f  each o th e r , b u t a t  th e  beginn ing  o f  
h o s t i l i t i e s  Kentucky had n o t been occupied by th e  C onfederate 
army, and th e  S ou therners had chosen to  e r e c t  t h e i r  f o r t i f i ­
c a tio n s  w ith in  th e  Tennessee s t a t e  l i n e ,  th u s  re sp e c tin g  
Kentucky’s n e u t r a l i ty .  Works had been s ta r te d  a t  p o in ts  on
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t h e  two r i v e r s  a p p ro x im a te ly  tw e lv e  m ile s  a p a r t  j u s t  a c r o s s  
th e  s t a t e  l i n e .  These w orks w ere  P o r t  Henry and  P o r t  
Heiman on th e  T en n e sse e , and  t o  th e  r i g h t .  P o r t  D oneison  
on th e  C um berland.
At Bow ling G reen , G e n e ra l J o h n s to n 's  m ain  b ase  o f 
o p e r a t io n ,  th e  S o u th e rn e rs  a l s o  e r e c te d  some f i e l d  f o r t i f i ­
c a t io n s ,  b u t i t  was n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e r e c t  r i v e r  b a t t e r i e s ,  
s im p ly  b e ca u se  t h e r e  was no  r i v e r  ru n n in g  in  t h a t  a r e a .
The o n ly  o th e r  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  i n  th e  a r e a  o f an y  im p o rtan c e  
w ere a t  P o r t  P i l lo w , a lo n g  th e  M is s i s s ip p i  H iv e r ,  w hich  h ad  
been  s e t  up  t o  d e fe n d  Memphis from  a t t a c k .
W ith th e  C o n fe d e ra te  ex trem e  r i g h t  c o l la p s e d  a s  a  
r e s u l t  o f  th e  P i s h in g  C reek  d e b a c le ,  th e  p o s i t i o n s  a t  P o r t  
H enry , P o r t  Heiman and P o r t  D oneison  to o k  on in c r e a s e d  
im p o rta n c e . I f  U nion n a v a l  and  arm y f o r c e s  c o u ld  ta k e  
th e s e  p la c e s ,  i t  w ould n o t  o n ly  open up th e  Cum berland and  
T ennessee  H iv e rs  t o  th e  U nion, b u t  i t  would have  th e  e f f e c t  
o f  o u tf la n k in g  b o th  Columbus and  Bowling G reen , s in c e  U nion 
f o r c e s  w ould be s o u th  o f  them  and  in  p o s i t io n  t o  c u t  t h e i r  
com m unications w i th  th e  G u lf r e g i o n .
Even b e fo re  T ennessee  jo in e d  th e  C o n fe d erac y , G over­
n o r  Isham  H a r r i s  o rd e re d  M ajor S ush rod  Johnson  t o  l a y  o u t 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a t  some s u i t a b l e  p o in t  on th e  T en n essee  
H iv e r t o  p r o t e c t  th e  s t a t e  from  in v a s io n  a lo n g  th e  r o u t e .
The s p o t c h o sen  was P o r t  H enry . I t  was n o t  a  t e r r i b l y  good 
c h o ic e ,  b u t p ro b a b ly  th e  b e s t  u n d e r  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  s in c e
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
63
work had to  he hegim a t  once and could n o t w a it u n t i l  Ken­
tu ck y  was occupied» B yen tually  seven teen  guns were mounted 
in  a  f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t io n  on th e  e a s t  hank of th e  r i v e r .
S leven cannon commanded th e  r i v e r ,  w hile s ix  were in s id e  th e  
works to  h e lp  defend th e  landward side* To p ro te c t  th e  f o r t  
from army a s s a u l t ,  a l in e  of tren c h es  was dug some fo u r 
hundred yards from th e  f o r t  and some tw elve thousand yards 
in  le n g th . I s o la te d  r i f l e  p i t s  were s c a t te r e d  around th e  
le n g th  of th e  works. The guns were a  1 0 -in ch  Columhiad, two
42-pounders on b a rb e tte  m aunts, seven 32-pounders on h a r-
1
h e t t s  m ou n ts , a  24-pound  r i f l e  and s i x  s m a l le r  p i e c e s .
A lthough of some use in  d isp u tin g  e v iitro l of th e  
r i v e r ,  th e  f o r t  was weakened s in ce  i t  was on low t e r r a i n  and 
was commanded by h ig h  ground on bo th  s id e s  of th e  r i v e r .
Hence i t  would be r e a d i ly  p o s s ib le  f o r  enemy fo rc e s  to  occupy 
th e  h ig h e r  ground and s h e l l  th e  f o r t  in to  subm ission . As a 
means of p a r t ly  a l le v ia t in g  t h i s  s i tu a t io n ,  th e  S ou therners 
began work on a sm a lle r  secondary work on th e  w est s id e  of 
th e  r i v e r .  I t  was named P o rt Heiman, in  honor o f Colonel A. 
Heiman, a  German-American who had served  in  th e  armed fo rc e s  
in  a German s t a t e  and had a ls o  ac ted  a s  a l ie u te n a n t
Conger, "Port D oneison ," 39. Conger s a id  one 32- 
pounder was r i f l e d ,  but gave no source f o r  t h i s .  According 
to  C aptain  J .  T ay lo r, C onfederate a r t i l l e r y .  P o rt Henry had 
e ig h t 32-pound guns, two 42-pound guns, one 128-pound Co- 
lum biad, f iv e  18-pound s ie g e  guns which were sm oothbores, 
one 6- in c h  r i f l e ,  and s ix  12-pounders, which were d e fe c tiv e , 
and two which exploded th e  f i r s t  tim e th e y  were te s te d .  T his 
was h is  F ebruary  1 s t  r e p o r t .  B a tt le s  and l e a d e r s . I .  369 .
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2
i n  a  T ennessee re g im e n t o f  v o l t in te e r s  i n  th e  M exican War.
The w o rs t f e a t u r e  o f  th e  f o r t  was n o t  th e  exposu re  t o  
enemy a t t a c k  b u t th e  e x p o su re  t o  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  n a tu r e ,  
n o ta b ly  th e  w a te rs  o f th e  T ennessee  R iv e r .  C a p ta in  J e s s e  
T a y lo r  o f  th e  g a r r i s o n  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  a t  h ig h  w a te r  th e  
h ig h e s t  p o in t  w i th in  th e  f o r t  would be in u n d a te d  by two 
f e e t .  He r e l a t e d  t h i s  f a c t  t o  T ennessee s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
and  was t o ld  t o  r e p o r t  t o  G e n e ra l L eo n id as P o lk  w ith  t h i s  
new s. T ay lo r  checked  w i t h  t h a t  S o u th e rn  l e a d e r ,  who r e f e r r e d  
him t o  G en era l A, S. J o h n s to n ,  who d is p a tc h e d  a n  e n g in e e r .  
M ajo r, l a t e r  C o lo n e l, Jerem y P . G ilm er, t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  
s i t u a t i o n ,  a n f  i t  was h e ,  who i n  an  a t te m p t  t o  remedy i t ,
3
b egan  f o r t i f y i n g  th e  h e ig h t s  o f  th e  w est b an k , P o r t  Heiman.
D esc rib ed  by one o f th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s  a  "b a s tio n e d  
e a r th w o rk  o f i r r e g u l a r  t r a c e , "  P o r t  D one ison  r e p r e s e n te d  a  
somewhat d i f f e r e n t  p r o p o s i t i o n .  L oca ted  on a  h ig h  b l u f f ,  th e  
guns o f  th e  f o r t  c o u ld  s h o o t  down, d ro p p in g  p r o j e c t i l e s  w ith  
a  p lu n g in g  e f f e c t  on enemy s h ip s  a t te m p tin g  t o  ap p ro ach  up  
th e  r i v s r .  The f o r t  was arm ed w ith  t e n  32 -pound  g u n s , two 
o f them  o ld  c a r ro n a d e s  t h a t  w ould on ly  be e f f e c t i v e  a t  
p r a c t i c a l l y  p o in t  b la n k  r a n g e ;  one 128-pound C olum biad, and  
one 128-pound r i f l e d  g un , p lu s  two 9 -pound  f i e l d  p ie c e s ,  p r e -
2
Conger, "P o rt D o n e is o n ," 4 7 .
3
B a t t l e s  and  L e a d e rs .  I ,  369 .
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su sa b ly  smoothbores# A c tu a lly  th e  term  " f o r t  ” i s  a 
misnomer, f o r  D oneison was r a th e r  a  f o r t i f i e d  encampment 
o r  p o s itio n *  On th e  s lo p e  o f th e  r id g e ,  which faced  down­
stream  from th e  p o s i t io n ,  th e  C onfedera tes excavated two 
w ate r b a t t e r i e s .  Here th e  guns were p ro te c te d  cn  a l l  s id e s  
by d i r t  w orks, th u s  i t  was v i r t u a l l y  im possib le  to  e n f ila d e  
them w ith  g u n fire#  The low er b a t te r y  was about tw enty  f e e t  
above th e  r iv e r ,  and i t  was armed w ith  th e  10-in ch  smoothbore 
and e ig h t  o f  th e  32 -pounders. The o th e r  b a t te r y  was perhaps 
f i f t y  f e e t  above th e  le v e l  o f  th e  w ate r and had th e  one 
r i f l e d  120-pounder and th e  two 32-pound carronades# In s id e  
th e  f o r t  i t s e l f ,  o r  what was known a s  th e  f o r t ,  was a 
bcHBbproof, a  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  bomb s h e l t e r  vdiere tro o p s  n o t 
a c tu a l ly  re q u ire d  to  man th e  guns could  tak e  s h e l t e r  du ring  
e n e :^  f i r e *  This was connected w ith  th e  b a t t e r i e s  by a 
covered way, a  s o r t  o f  deep tre n c h , s im ila r  to  th e  communi­
c a t io n  * ench o f  World War
At the  tim e f ig h t in g  began in  F ebruary , th e  f o r t  covered 
an  a re a  o f  about s ix ty  a c re s .  The w a lls  o r  p a rap e ts  occupied 
a r id g e  conforming to  th e  bank o f  th e  r i v e r  f o r  some d is ta n c e , 
and th e n  d iv e rg in g  southw ard, th e n  e a s t ,  and f i n a l l y  ag a in  
n o rlii to  th e  p lace  where i t  began# Doneison was n o t a  r e g u la r  
oblong square  b u t  was a rranged  fo llo w in g  th e  con tou rs o f  th e  
ground i n  a  k ind  o f  jagged zigzag# The r id g e  on which th e
W a l te r  J .  B uttgenbach, « C oast Defense in  th e  C iv i l  
War,» Jo u rn a l o f  ^  G nited S ta te s  A r t i l l e r v .  XXXIX (March-Aprii, , ^crac6*
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p a r a p e ts  -were lo c a te d  e x te n d e d  a ro u n d  D o n e iso n , e x c e p t a t
th e  s o u th e a s t  c o rn e r  w here th e  e n tra n c e  was l o c a te d .  The
w a l ls  o f  th e  f o r t  v a r i e d  i n  h e ig h t ,  co n fo rm in g  to  th e
to p o g ra p h y  o f  th e  r i d g e ,  ru n n in g  from  a b o u t e ig h t  f e e t  t o  a
l i t t l e  more th a n  tw e n ty , in s id e  m easu re . The o u ts id e  w a l l s
were n a t u r a l l y  h ig h e r  b ecau se  th e  d i r t  from  w hich  th e y  w ere
c o n s t r u c te d  form ed a  deep  d i t c h .  C o n fe d e ra te  s o l d i e r s  had
d r iv e n  s ta k e s  and woven b ru sh  n e a r  th e  i n t e r i o r  to p  of th e
w a l l ,  fo rm in g  a  p la tfo rm  f o r  th e  men t o  s ta n d  on . On th e
5
v a r io u s  a n g le s  o f th e  w a l l  were l o c a te d  gun  p la t f o r m s .
As o f J a n u a ry  18 , D one ison  was p ro v id e d  v rith  904 ro u n d s  
o f 32-pound am m unition , 165 ro u n d s  o f 12 -pound  cannon  
am m unition , a  h und red  ro u n d s  o f 1 0 - in c h ,  250 ro u n d s  of 1 2 -  
pound h o w i tz e r ,  and 190 ro u n d s  o f  6 -p o u n d e rs . The s m a l le r  
c a l i b e r  am m unition  p resu m ab ly  r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  p re se n c e  o f 
some f i e l d  p ie c e s  a t  th e  f o r t .  B e s id es  th e  r i v e r  b a t t e r i e s  
and th e  s e r i e s  o f d i r t  w orks t h a t  form ed th e  s o - c a l l e d  f o r t .
5
The fo re g o in g  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f th e  m ain  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  
i s  ta k e n  from  B. P . Thomas, S o ld ie r  L i f e ; A N a r r a t iv e  o f  th e  
C i v i l  War. T h is work was p r i v a t e l y  p r i n t e d ,  M arch 6 , 1907 , 
f o r  th e  u se  o f  th e  a u t h o r 's  im m ediate  f a m ily ;  and  th e  o n ly  
copy I  know o f  i s  i n  S h ilo h  N a t io n a l  M i l i t a r y  P a rk  L ib r a ry .  
T here  a r e  no page num bers, Thomas' a c c o u n t was based  on 
h i s  p e r s o n a l  d a i ly  d i a r y ,  and  due to  th e  u n u s u a l  a c c u ra c y  o f 
h i s  a c c o u n t ,  I  have b a s i c a l l y  p a ra p h ra s e d  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
D o n e iso n . P o r a d d i t i o n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  f o r t ,  see  
J e f f e r s o n  D a v is , The R ise  and  P a l l  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  G overn­
m en t. (New Y ork: 1 0 8 l ) ,  28 , 29 . D avis s a id  th e  e n c lo se d  
a r e a  was a b o u t "one h u n d red  y a r d s . "
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was aroujîd and about i t  a  s e r ie s  o f  r i f l e  p i t s  and gun 
p o s i t io n s .  These p i t s  were sim ply tren c h es  w ith  th e  d i r t  
thrown up i n  th e  f ro n t  to  g iv e  th e  men p ro te c t io n  from 
f r o n ta l  f i r e ,  b u t n o t e n f ila d in g  o r f la n k in g  f i r e .  There 
were p ro v is io n s  o r  p o s i t io n s  f o r  th e  e s tab lish m en t o f  e ig h t 
f i e ld  b a t t e r i e s  i n  n in e  p o s i t io n s  about th e  p e r im e te r .^
F o r t Doneison was begun l a t e r  th a n  P o rt Henry, b u t i t  
was reaso n ab ly  com plete by th e  tim e th e  f ig h t in g  began a t  
th a t  p o in t .  I t  was a c tu a l ly  n o t u n t i l  l a t e  in  th e  f a l l ,  
a f t e r  G eneral Johnston  had ta k en  command, t h a t  work was 
begun. Some fo u r  hundred lo g  cab ins o r  crude b a rrack s  were 
co n s tru c ted  to  house th e  s o ld ie r s ,  and p re p a ra tio n s  were com­
p le te  o r  reaso n ab ly  com plete by February 5*
The C onfederate commander was G eneral Lloyd Tilgham, 
a f o r ty - s ix  y e a r  o ld  n a t iv e  o f  B altim ore , M aryland, A grad­
u a te  o f  West P o in t, c la s s  o f  IÔ36 , Tilgham l e f t  th e  army 
soon a f t e r  g rad u a tio n , sp e n d ii^  th e  n ex t q u a r te r  o f  a 
cen tu ry  employed as a  c o n s tru c tio n  eng ineer i n  th e  South, 
During th e  Mexican War Tilgham en te red  th e  army f o r  a  sh o r t 
w h ile , se rv in g  as an o f f ic e r  i n  th e  M aryland and D i s t r i c t  o f  
Columbia B a t ta l io n  o f  V o lu n tee rs ,^  Commander Henry Walke, who 
met Tilgham a f t e r  th e  f a l l  o f  F o r t Henry, d e sc rib e d  him as 
“ a  s o ld ie r ly - lo o k in g  man, a  l i t t l e  above medium h e ig h t, w ith
b u ttg e n b a c h , " Coast Defense in  th e  C iv i l  War,"
211- 213.
«7
W arner, G enerals i n  G ray, 306,
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Ô
p ie rc in g  b la c k  e y e s ."  P e rso n a lly  u n e n th a s ia s t ic  a t  being
assig n ed  to  command what he considered  a  v i r t u a l l y  hopeless
p o s i t io n , Tilgham s t i l l  determ ined to  h o ld  P o r t  Henry as 
long as p o s s ib le .^  W ith o n ly  about two thousand and f iv e
hundred men, Tilgham decided  to  abandon th e  incom plete P o r t 
Reinman, t r u s t in g  th e  bad t e r r a i n  on th e  w est s id e  o f  th e  
r i v e r  would h in d e r  a  F e d e ra l advance from over th e r e .  On 
th e  n ig h t o f  F ebruary  4 , th e  C o n fed era tes , exclud ing  a  sm all 
fo rc e  o f  c a v a lry  l e f t  beh ind  to  a c t  a s  sc o u ts  and sk irm ish e rs , 
evacuated th e  w est s id e  o f  th e  r i v e r ,  c o n c e n tra tin g  in  and 
arouîKi F o r t  Henry. U n fo rtu n a te ly  in s id e  th e  f o r t  th e  s i tu a ­
t io n  was ra p id ly  d e te r io ra t in g *  The l e v e l  o f  th e  Tennessee 
R iver ro se  c o n s ta n tly , f lo o d in g  much o f  th e  f o r t  and th e  
su rrounding  c o u n try s id e . The base  o f  th e  f o r t ' s  f l a g s t a f f  
stood  in  two f e e t  o f  w a te r , A ll day d u rin g  th e  5 th , Tilgham 
and h is  o f f i c e r s  n erv o u sly  observed th e  movements o f  th e  eneny 
r a im e n ts  and gunboats, b u t no lan d  a c t io n  developed , except 
th e  one w ith  W ebster’ s re c o n n o ite r in g  p a r ty .
D uring th e  day th e  iro n c la d  Essex steamed up towards
b a t t l e s  and L ead ers . I ,  366.
’ o .  V II, 139.
^ S t e e l e ,  J ^ e r ic a n  C am paig^, ?$ , T ilgham 's s o ld ie r s  
were p o o rly  t r a in e d  and w orse a r s e d . Most o f  them had sh o t­
guns and fow ling  p ie c e s .  His b e s t  equipped reg im en t, th e  Tenth 
Tennessee, was armed w ith  f l i n t l o c k  m uskets, o r ig in a l ly  used  by 
Andrew Johnson’ s  m i l i t i a  i n  th e  War o f  1812,S ta n le y  P . Horn,
B a t t le s  and L eaders. I ,  370,
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th e  f o r t ,  f i r i n g  a  few rounds in to  th e  Confederates» The 
S ou therners h e ld  t h e i r  f i r e  u n t i l  th e  Esses  com pleted h e r 
l i t t l e  m ission  and was heading back tow ard th e  r e s t  of th e  
f l e e t .  Then th e  C onfederate gunners f i r e d  a round f r c a  
t h e i r  s in g le  b ig  r i f l e .  The sh o t passed  h arm less ly  over­
head, bu t a second round s tru c k  th e  B ssez. damaging th e  
c a p ta in ’s cab in , " c u t t in g  th e  f e e t  from a p a i r  of h is
s o c k s ,” a lth o u g h  fo r tu n a te ly  th e  c a p ta in 's  f e e t  were n o t in
11
th e  socks a t  th e  tim e , A few more sh o ts  were exchanged 
l a t e r  in  th e  day, bo th  s id e s  c a u tio u s ly  f e e l in g  th e  o th e r 
o u t, bu t darkness caused  an  end to  th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  Sunrise 
th e  fo llo w in g  morning brought only  in c re a s in g  gloom to  
Tilgham, who f i n a l l y  made a d e c is io n —evacuate  th e  in f a n try  
and o th e r  p e rso n n e l, a l l  excep t th e  gunners f o r  th e  f o r t ’s 
b ig  p ie c e s , and save th e  g a r r is o n  f o r  a  s tan d  a t  th e  in ­
f i n i t e l y  s tro n g e r  P o r t Donelson,
W ith abouu e ig h ty  men, Tilgham q u ie t ly  aw aited  th e  Fed­
e r a l  onslau g h t. Along th e  w est bank o f th e  r i v e r  one of 
C, P . Sm ith’s b rig ad es  slow ly  s lo sh ed  a c ro ss  th e  flooded  
lan d  tow ard th e  abandoned F o r t Heiman, On th e  e a s t  bank 
G rant and th e  r e s t  of th e  Union army p a in fu l ly  s tru g g le d  to  
make t h e i r  way around behind T ilgham ’s p o s i t io n , bu t th e  
advance was much slow er th an  p lanned , because of th e  flo o d ed  
co n d itio n  of th e  t e r r a i n ,  h e ig h ten ed  by a  heavy r a i n f a l l  th e
11
G osnell, Guns on th e  W estern W aters. 49,
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n ig h t b e fo re ,
At 11 o ’ clock  A. M.,j F o o te ’s seven w arsh ip s , tdie 
Essex. S t . L ou is . C in c in n a ti  and C arondolet le a d in g , w ith  
th e  wooden gunboats T y le r . L exington and Conestoga c lo se  
beh ind , began steam ing tow ard th e  C onfederate p o s i t io n .
About one m ile  frœ a tb s  f o r t  th e  w arships opened f i r e ,  th e  
f la g s h ip  d isc h a rg in g  h e r  bow guns f i r s t .  Slowly steam ing 
onward, th e  F éd éra is  m ain ta in ed  a s te ad y  and a c c u ra te  f i r e ,  
Tilgham’ s l i t t l e  band o f  g unners, flooded  f o r t  and a l l ,  pour­
ing  i t  r i g h t  back . For a lm ost f o r ty - f iv e  m inutes th e  Union 
and C onfedera te  gunners exchanged s h o ts , and th e n  Tilgham’s 
b ig  r i f l e  exploded, k i l l i n g  o r  in ju r in g  a l l  o f  h i s  crew.
J u s t  m inutes l a t e r  th e  b ig  1 0 -in ch  Columbiad was a c c id e n tly  
jammed, p u t t in g  i t  o u t o f  a c t io n ,  A F ed e ra l s h e l l  passed
through an open em brasure, exploding a g a in s t  one o f  th e  32- 
pounders, k i l l i n g  o r  mangl i r g  th e  gun crew. S h e lls  and s o l id  
sh o t s p a t te re d  a l l  o ver th e  C onfederate p o s i t io n ,  adding to  
th e  co n fu s io n , Tilgham p e rs o n a lly  helped  work one o f  th e  
rem aining guns. An o f f i c e r  suggested  su rre n d e r , b u t  Tilgham 
r e p l ie d ,  ** I  s h a l l  n o t g iv e  up th e  w o r k , ”^3
The f i g h t  was n o t a l l  o n e -s id e d , f o r  a  cannon sh o t 
to r e  through th e  E ssex’s  b o i l e r ,  d is a b lin g  h e r  and sc a ld in g
^ C o n g e r, « F o r t  D onelson, " 57; A lb e r t R ichardson , 
P erso n a l ^ s ^ r g  o f  glxs^ejB G ran t. 210; B r in to n , P e rso n a l
Memoirs, 114; Comte De P a r is ,  H is to ry  o f  th e  C iv il  -t«-----
%me%c%: (P h ila d e lp h ia ; c ,  i m ) ,  1 , ----------
^̂ 0. E., m , 134.
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t h i r t y - e ig h t  o f f i c e r s  and men, in c lu d in g  Cmmander P o r t e r # ^  
The s ix  rem ain ing  w arsh ip s co n tin u ed  to  f i g h t  u n t i l  w e ll 
a f t e r  one o ’c lo c k , and f i n a l l y  Tilgham, ho was now reduced 
to  two w orkable guns, decided  t h a t  f u r th e r  r e s is ta n c e  was 
u s e le s s .  L ieu ten an t C olonel M ilto n  Haynes asked him i f  he 
were going to  su rre n d e r , and he r e p l ie d ,  ** Yes, we cannot 
ho ld  o u t f iv e  m inutes lo n g e r; ou r men a re  d is a b le d , and we 
have n o t enough to  man th e  two g u n s .”^^
k t  1 :50  P . M ., th e  C onfedera te  commander grabbed up a  
f l a g  o f  tru c e  and began waving i t  from th e  p a ra p e t, and j u s t  
m inutes l a t e r  th e  c a p ta in  and crew  o f  th e  gunboat C in c in n a ti 
accep ted  th e  f o r t ’ s surrender*  B esides th e  E ssex’s  c a su a l­
t i e s  th e re  was a ls o  one man k i l l e d  and n in e  wounded on board 
17th e  C in c in n a ti,
S a ilo rs  from th e  Louis were th e  f i r s t  to  lan d  and
e n te r  th e  f o r t ,  fo llow ed i n  a  few m inutes by th e  p e rso n n e l
frcm  th e  o th e r  w arsh ip s . About 3 o ’clock  P . M ., a somewhat
muddy C eneral G rant and h is  s t a f f  rode in to  th e  f o r t  and
assumed command. F o o te , G ran t, and ta e  se n io r  a ro y  and navy 
o f f ic e r s  walked around in sp e c tin g  th e  b a t t l e  a re a . Some o f  
th e  C onfederate arai^ b arrack s in  th e  r e a r  o f  th e  f o r t  were
O f f i c i a l  Records o f  th e  g g io n  and C onfederate  Ifavies 
in  th e  War o t  th e  R e b e llio n . (W ashington: Ï8 9 4 -1 9 2 2 ),  2 U 1 , 
3%), ^ e r e in a T te r  t h i s  w i l l  be c i te d  a s  0 . R. H.
R ., V II , 146.
^^0. R. S . ,  XXII, 559,533. 
% i d . .  539,
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s t i l l  smoking, F oo te’ s s a i lo r s  having  p u t o u t th e  flam es 
on ly  m inutes e a r l ie r*  The n a tu ra l  f e e l in g  o f e x a l ta t io n  on 
th e  p a r t  o f  G rant and h i s  o f f ic e r s  was co n s id e rab ly  le sse n e d  
by  tiie  s ig h t  o f  th e  carnage in s id e  th e  f o r t .  Some o f  th e  
C onfederate  gunners had been b u ried  a l iv e  by th e  tremendous
•I *
debre  thrown up by N orthern  nava l g u n f i r e .  C onfederate 
lo s s e s ,  accord ing  to  Commander Henry Walke o f  th e  G aroW ole t. 
w ere: f iv e  k i l l e d ,  e lev en  wounded, f iv e  m iss in g , and a  t o t a l  
o f  n in e ty - fo u r  p r is o n e r s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  s ic k  and wounded.
While G rant and th e  o th e rs  In sp e c te d  t h e i r  p r iz e ,  
F ed e ra l cav a lry  was busy pursu ing  Tilgham’ s  r e t r e a t in g  
s o ld i e r s .  L ate i n  th e  a fte rn o o n  th e  N orthern  tro o p s  caught 
up w ith  th e  t a i l  o f  th e  r e t i r i n g  C onfedera te  column, k i l l i n g  
one man and cap tu rin g  th i r t y - e i g h t  o th e r s .  With th e  Yanks on 
t h e i r  h e e ls ,  th e  R ebels abandoned s ix  f i e l d  p ie ce s  i n  th e  mod 
( C ap ta in  Jacob C u lb e rtso n ’s  B a tte ry  ) ,  p lu s  a co n s id e rab le  
q u a n t i ty  o f  o th e r  s u p p lie s . Darkness b rough t an  end to  
F ed e ra l p u r s u i t ,  and th e  C onfederates seen  s tra g g le d  in to  F o rt 
D onelson, w et, f i l t h y  and d is h e a r te n e d .^
Even w hile  h i s  c a v a lry  was ch asin g  th e  f le e in g  Confed­
e r a te s ,  G eneral G rant d ic ta te d  a  s h o r t  v ic to r y  n o tic e  to  
G eneral H alleck , p rocla im ing  th a t  ” P o r t  Henry i s  o u rs . The
^ ^ o s n e l l ,  (huis on ^  W estern W aters. 51.55: B a t t le s  
and L ead ers . I ,  3o7. ------------
R ., T O , 142. 
129, 147.
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g u n to a ts  s ile n c e d  th e  b a t t e r ie s  befo re  th e  investm en t 
.21
was co m p le ted ."
Back a t  army h ead q u arte rs  H alleck , who had been 
an x io u s ly  aw a itin g  news, p robab ly  b rea th ed  a g r e a t  s ig h  of 
r e l i e f  as  he re ad  th e  f i r s t  two sen ten ces of G ra n t 's  v ic ­
to r y  message, bu t as  h is  eyes scanned down th e  m is s iv e , 
h is  c a u tio u s  h e a r t  must have g iven  a  b ig  jump, f o r  G rant
c a s u a l ly  rem arked ,"  I  s h a l l  ta k e  and d e s tro y  D ort Donelson
22
on th e  8 th  and r e tu r n  to  P o rt H enry." Nervous o r n o t,
H alleck  q u ick ly  w ired a bom bastic message to  G eneral
M cClellan, in  W ashington, t e l l i n g  him of th e  c a p tu re , and
say ing  th a t  " th e  f l a g  of th e  Union i s  r e - e s ta b l i s h e d  on
23
th e  s o i l  of Tennessee. I t  w i l l  n ever be rem oved."
With h i s  s u p e r io rs  p r o p i t ia te d ,  H alleck  decided  to
l e t  G rant have h is  le ad  in  re g a rd  to  th e  Donelson m a tte r ,
and he ordered  Poote to  send gunboats up th e  r i v e r  to  cu t
up th e  v a r io u s  r a i l r o a d  b rid g es  and in te r f e r e  w ith  Confeder-
24
a te  com m unications. On th e  same day, February  7 , H alleck  
began sending out u rg en t p le a s  f o r  re in fo rcem en ts  to  b o ls te r  
G ra n t’s army and make p o ss ib le  more extended o p e ra tio n s .
21
I b id . . 124.
22
I b id .
23
I b id . . 590. 
2 4 ^ ^
Ib id . . 591.
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once Donelson was nnaer th e  Union f la g .
B ut G rant d id  n o t w ish to  w a it fo r  any re in fo rcem en ts » 
He wanted to  im m ediately advance and a s s a u l t  Donelson b e fo re  
th e  C onfederates regrouped a f t e r  th e  F o rt Henry d eb ac le . Un­
fo r tu n a te ly  th e  program o f cap tu rin g  th e  second C onfederate 
s tro n g p o in t on th e  eighth, was com pletely  u n r e a l i s t i c .  For 
one th in g , by h is  own o rd e rs , th e  Union reg im ents were 
lim ite d  to  fo u r  wagons p e r u n i t ,  a m a n ife s tly  inadequate  
amount o f  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  to  launch  an overland  in v a s io n . 
Furtherm ore th e re  was a p a u c ity  o f  in fo rm atio n  concerning th e  
exac t s t a t e  o f  th e  C onfederate d e fen ses . The on ly  r e l i a b le  
in fo rm ation  on F o rt Donelson was th a t  o b ta in ed  by L ieu ten an t 
Ledyard Phelps on h is  reconnaissances toward Donelson w ith  
h is  gunboat Conestago. and th e  l a s t  o f th e se  had been made on
T o  26Ja n u a ry  3*
G eneral G rant seems to  have fo rg o tte n  o r  overlooked 
co n fe rrin g  w ith  Foote about th e  proposed e x p e d itio n . Foote 
was sim ply n o t i n  a p o s i t io n  to  support an a t ta c k  on Donelson 
on th e  e i ^ t h .  In  o rd er to  g e t  a t  th e  second C onfederate 
p o s it io n  th e  F ed era l w arships had to  proceed back up the  
Tennessee R iv er to  C airo , and th en  ascend th e  Cumberland.
I n  any even t th e  Essex and th e  o th e r  w arships a ls o  needed 
some tim e to  r e p a i r  th e  damage worked by Tilgham*s gunners.
^̂ Ibid. .  592- 594.
26
0 .  R. H ., m i ,  461,435,486.
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Foote a ls o  had to  execu te G enera l H a lle c k 's  o rd e r  to  d e s tro y  
th e  C onfederate  Tennessee bridges*
The Lexington. T y ler and Conestago were s e n t on a
rampage a long  th e  r i v e r ,  r ip p in g  up b rid g es  and burn ing
C onfederate s team ers . The F éd éra is  cap tu red  th e  h a l f
com pleted C onfederate gunboat E as tp o rt i n  H ardin County,
Tennessee, and th en  proceeded a l l  th e  way up to  F lo ren ce ,
Alabama, b e fo re  re tu rn in g  to  F o rt Henry on February  10
w ithou t m eeting a i^  o p p o s itio n , save an  o cc a s io n a l b u r s t  o f
buck and b a l l  from behind  t r e e s  along th e  p a th  o f  advance 
27and r e t r e a t .
To add to  G eneral G rant*s d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  any hope o f  
” ta k in g  Donelson on th e  0 th  ” was d is p e lle d  by th e  bad 
w eather and subsequent h igh  w a te r . On th e  v e ry  day he had 
to ld  G eneral H alleck  he would cap tu re  Donelson, G rant found 
h im self w r i t in g  h is  su p e r io r  th a t  " we a re  p e r f e c t ly  locked 
in  by h ig h  w ate r and bad ro a d s , and preven ted  from a c tin g  
o f fe n s iv e ly  as I  should, l i k e  to  do ,"^#
^^ ib id . .  570-573o
0 , a . ,  V II, 596; R ichardson, P erso n a l H is to ry  o f 
^ y s s e s  S, G ran t. 211. G ra n t 's  f a i l u r e  to  a p p re c ia te  t h e ” 
r e a l i t y  o f  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  such an  advance can be seen  in  
a  co n v e rsa tio n  between th e  g e n e ra l and co rresponden t A lb e rt 
R ichardson on February  7 . The r e p o r te r  stopped by b r i e f l y  to  
t e l l  G rant he was le av in g  f o r  Hew York, and th e  g e n e ra l 
prom ptly rem arked, « You had b e t t e r  w a it a day o r  tw o ,”
"Why?” asked R ichardson, ” I  am going over to  a t ta c k  F o rt 
Donelson to-m orrow ,” R ichardson asked , ” Do you know how 
s tro n g  i t  i s ? "  ” Hot e x a c tly ; b u t I  th in k  wfe can ta k e  i t ;  a t  
a l l  e v e n ts , we can t r y , ” I b id .
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B ut i f  a  b ig  push were o u t o f  q u e s tio n . G rant dec ided  to  use  
th e  d e la y  to  o b ta in  v i t a l l y  needed in fo rm atio n  abou t a  work­
a b le  ro u te  to  F o r t  D onelson. His c h ie f  eng ineer o f f i c e r .  
L ie u te n a n t C olonel James McPherson, p e rso n a lly  le d  a  fo rc e  o f  
c a v a lry  to  w ith in  a m ile  o f  th e  C onfederate  s tro n g h o ld , d r iv in g  
i n  th e  C onfederate  p ic k e ts  i n  th e  p r o c e s s , Aboard h i s  
h e ad q u a rte rs  sh ip  T ig re s s , t i e d  a t  F o r t  Henry, G ran t and 
h is  s t a f f  worked on p la n s  f o r  a new t a r g e t  d a te , F eb ru ary  12, 
one which would f i t  in  w ith  F o o te rs  o p e ra tio n s
R eceiv ing  word o f  th e  f a l l  o f  P o r t  Henry, G enera l A lb e rt 
S idney Johnston  im m ediately  o rdered  newly appo in ted  f o r ty - f o u r  
y e a r  o ld  B r ig a d ie r  G enera l Bushrcd R ust Johnson to  assume 
command o f  P o rt D onelson, re p la c in g  Tilgham, now a  p r is o n e r
■ST
o f  war,"^"^ The f a l l  o f  F o r t  Henry punctu red  a deep h o le  in
0 . R ., V II , 596,597, I n  h is  Meaaoirs l ira n t  says he 
p e rs o n a lly  accompanied t h i s  reco n n a issan ce  ^o rce . G ran t, 
Memoirs. 150,151, A. L , Conger says G rant a c tu a l ly  accom- 
p a a ie d  a  se co :^  reco n n a issan ce  p a r ty ,  which explored  th e  ro u te  
on F eb ruary  9 ,Conger, R ise  ^  U. S. G ran t. 164. G eneral 
G ideon P illo w  re p o r te d  a  c a v a lry  slEirmlsh on February  9> n ea r 
P o r t  D onelson, which would ten d  to  confirm  Coxger’ s  accoun t 
o f  th e  re co n n a issan ce , 0* R ., V U ,
^ % r ^ t o n .  P e rso n a l Memoirs. 115; W allace, Autobiog­
rap h y , I ,  376; 0 .  rV, V ll , 6Ù0, G enera l Lew W allace w ro te  o f  
a t te n d in g  a  s t a f f  conference on board  th e  T ig re s s . a t  which 
G enera ls Smith and McClemand b o th  advocatë3 ân"âdvance as 
q u ic k ly  as p o s s ib le . W allace, A utobiography. 376,377.
^ ^ o m ,  *3ie Atov o f T ennessee. S3; A lfred  Roman, The 
M il i ta r y  O perations ô f l î e n e i ^  È eauregard  in  th e  War Between 
th e  S t a t e i T 1861-1865:  1 7 m W  f b F E T ^ A ) 7*2257--------------
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th e  e n t i r e  C onfedera te  d e fe n s iv e  arrangem ent i n  th e  West*
With on ly  abou t f o r ty - f iv e  thousand men a v a i la b le  i n  Kentucky 
and Tennessee, and w ith  h i s  p o s i t io n  now s l i c e d  in  two, A lb e r t 
3 . Jo h n s to n 's  e n t i r e  d e fen s iv e  system  th re a te n e d  to  co llap se*
On th e  morning fo llo w in g  F o r t  Henry’s f a l l .  G eneral 
Johnston  c a l le d  a to p  l e v e l  m i l i t a r y  conference a t  th e  Covington 
Ifouse i n  Bowling G reen, Kentucky* G eneral Hardee was th e re ,  
a s  was th e  newly a r r iv e d  h ero  o f Sumter and M anassas, P* G* T, 
Beauregard* As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  m eeting i t  was decided  to  
adopt a new p la n  o f  s t r a t e g y  f o r  th e  f u tu r e .  R e a liz in g  t h a t  
th e  Kentucky-Tennessee l i n e  cou ld  no lo n g e r be h e ld . G eneral 
Johnston  decided  to  w ithdraw  a l l  C onfederate  fo rc e s  sou th  o f  
th e  Tennessee River* F o rt D onelson, Bowling Green and 
Columbus were to  be evacua ted ; and i f  i t  proved im possib le  to  
o rg an ize  adequate d e fen s iv e  works a t  N a sh v ille , th en  even th a t  
prim e c e n te r  was to  be abandoned. The two se p a ra te  wings o f  
th e  C onfederate  fo rc e s  in  Kentucky were to  o p e ra te  indepen­
d e n tly  under G enera ls P o lk  and Hardee u n t i l  th e y  could be 
u n ite d  a t  some undeterm ined sp o t southw ard. The e a s te rn
32Jo h n sto n  had abou t fo u r te e n  thousand men a t  Bowling 
Green under h is  p e rso n a l d i r e c t io n ,  about f iv e  thousand a t  
F o r t D onelson, in c lu d in g  th e  su rv iv o rs  o f  th e  F o r t  Senrv 
a f f a i r ,  now under G eneral Bushrod Johnson, and abou t eig h t  
thousand a t  C la r k s v i l l e ,  Tennessee, under G eneral John B* 
F loyd , a%%i abou t f i f t e e n  thousand p a r t i a l l y  o rgan ized  and 
p a r t i a l l y  equipped fe llo w s  i n  th e  Columibus a re a , under G eneral 
Leonidas Polk* Roman, B eauregard . I .  214; Horn, The A rm  o f  
lê ^ ê S S ê â »  6 1 ,62 ; Thomas «lordan, " The Canç>aign and B a t t le  o f  
S h ilo h ,"  The S eiy lce;_A  ^ n t h l y  Review o f  M il i ta ry  and
Haval A ffa ir s  * (A il , March. 264* ------  -----
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
78
p o r t io n  was to  f a l l  back on K ash v ille  and i f  n e c e ssa ry  to
ta k e  th e  Memphis and C h arlesto n  R a ilro ad  to  S te v e n so n v iile ,
Alabama. The w este rn  fo rc e  was to  w ithdraw  to  Humboldt,
T ennessee, and th e n  to  Grand Ju n c tio n  in  o rd e r to  cover
Memphis. C onfederate nava l fo rc e s , under George R. H o llin s ,
were to  coopera te  i n  a  s e r ie s  o f  r e a r  guard a c tio n s  a t
Columbus, I s la n d  Ko. 10, F o rt P illo w , and a t  Memphis i f  
33n e c e ssa ry .
Johnston^s d e c is io n  was a b o ld  one. I t s  ex ecu tio n  would 
mean th e  lo s s  o f  Kentucky and much o f  Tennessee, b e s id e s  th e  
t e r r i b l e  m oral e f f e c t  o f  th e  w ithdraw al on th e  North and 
South . The most c o n tro v e rsa l p a r t  o f  th e  d e c is io n  concerned 
th e  ev acu a tio n  o f  Columbus. G eneral P olk  argued th a t  a  ho ld ing  
fo rc e  o f  f iv e  o r  s i x  thousand men should  be l e f t  to  g a r r is o n  
th e  f o r t r e s s  and s ta n d  a  s ieg e  i f  n ec essa ry . P o lk  reasoned  
th a t  th e  tremendous f i r e  power o f  Colunbus could d e lay  a Union 
advance f o r  an extended p e rio d  o f  tim e , b u t Johnston  and 
B eauregard wanted to  save th e  g a r r is o n .  The guns from Columbus 
were t r a n s f e r r e d  to  I s la n d  No. 10 and New M adrid, which were 
a p p re c ia b ly  weaker p o s i t io n s  th an  th e  Kentucky f o r t .  In  th e  
lo n g  ru n  th e  South l o s t  an even la r g e r  g a r r is o n  when th e  two 
l a t t e r  p o in ts  f e l l ,  w h ile  no t o b ta in in g  any p a r t i c u la r  s t r a t e g ic  
ad v an tag e . The d e c is io n  was Johnston»s and he o v e rru led
^^0 . R», V II, S6l ,B 62; Roman, B eauregard . 219-223.
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P o lk 's  o b je c tio n s . On February  11, th e  C onfederate army a t  
Bowling Green began i t s  w i t h d r a w a l . H a v i n g  made h is  
d e c is io n  to  w ithdraw , G eneral Johnston  alm ost im m ediately 
began n u l l i f y in g  i t .
On February 7 , G eneral Johnston  o rdered  G eneral Gideon 
P illo w  to  tak e  h is  command and proceed to  F o rt Donelson.
Lacking f a i t h  i n  Donelson a s  an  im pregnable b a s t io n ,  th e  
C onfederate commander to ld  P illo w  to  ho ld  i t  as long  as p o s s ib le  
and th en  f a l l  back to  C h a rlo tte  and f i n a l l y  to  N ash v ille , 
A rriv in g  a t  th e  f o r t  on th e  9 th , P illo w  e n e rg e t ic a l ly  went to  
work propping up th e  o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  com pleted defenses and 
a ttem p tin g  to  r e s to r e  th e  m orale o f  th e  jg a rr iso n ,^ ^
P illo w , a g rad u a te  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  N ash v ille , was 
f i f t y - f i v e  y ea rs  o f  age . E n te rin g  in to  a law  p a r tn e rsh ip  
w ith  James K. Polk i n  Columbus, Tennessee, P illo w  ev e n tu a lly  
p layed  a  v e ry  im p o rtan t r o le  i n  b o th  s t a t e  and n a t io n a l  
p o l i t i c s .  He claim ed th e  m ajor r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  P o lk 's  
nom ination f o r  th e  P resid en cy  o f  th e  U nited S ta te s  i n  1Ô44, 
and in  1Ô52, p layed a s ig n i f i c a n t  r o le  in  th e  nom ination 
n e g o tia tio n s  id iich  r e s u l te d  in  F ra n k lin  P ie r c e 's  nom ination 
f o r  th e  P resid en cy , In  IÔ46 , he was appo in ted  a b r ig a d ie r  
g e n e ra l o f  v o lu n te e rs , and du ring  th e  Mexican War fough t a t
^^Born, ZCha Acay  o f  Tenneaaee, 109,110; Roland, A lb e rt 
S idney Johnston . 290.
^^Horn, The Army o f  Tennessee. S3; 0* 711, 867,
868; Thomas D. Duncan, R e c o lle c tio n s  o f  Thcaaas D. Duncan.
A C onfederate S o ld ie r , (N a sh v ille : 1922), 26 .
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Vera Cross, C erro Gordo, C o n tre ras  and C hapultepec, b e in g  
tw ice wounded. A fte r  b i t t e r l y  q u a r re l l in g  w ith  G eneral Win­
f i e l d  S c o tt ,  th e  t e s ty  Tennessean was whitewashed by an 
in v e s t ig a t in g  group . When Tennessee seceded, P illo w  was 
appo in ted  s e n io r  m ajor g e n e ra l o f  s t a t e  f o rc e s ,  and l a t e r  a  
b r ig a d ie r  g e n e ra l in  th e  C onfederate army. Be fo u g h t a t  th e  
B a t t le  o f  Belmont, where he ach ieved  a s o r t  o f  drawn b a t t l e  
w ith  G eneral U lysses S. G ran t, A lthough P illo w ’ s m i l i ta r y  
c a re e r  had been checkered  and h ig h ly  c o n tro v e rs a l, a t  l e a s t  
he had th e  v i r tu e  o f  combat rx p e r ie n c e  i n  th e  f i e l d .
B r ig a d ie r  G eneral John B. F loyd was o rdered  to  concen­
t r a t e  h is  command a t  C la r k s v i l le ,  and then  to  r e in fo rc e  th e  
Donelson g a r r is o n . Fro# C la rk s v i l le  Floyd moved to  Cumberland 
C ity  on th e  r i v e r  s ix te e n  m iles  so u th  o f  F o r t  D onelson, Here 
he conceived th e  id e a  o f  making a  d e fen s iv e  s ta n d . P illo w  
ob jec ted  and appealed  to  G eneral Johnston , who o rdered  Floyd 
to  proceed to  Donelson w ith  h is  own com&iand and th a t  o f  
B rig a d ie r  G eneral Simon B o liv a r  Buckner, A rriv in g  a t  th e  F o rt 
on F ebruary  13, Floyd took  command as  se n io r  o f f i c e r .  As 
G eneral Johnston  l a t e r  w rote P re s id e n t J e f fe rs o n  D avis,
” I  determ ined to  f i g h t  f o r  N ash v ille  a t  D onelson, and gave th e  
b e s t  p a r t  o f  my amqr to  do i t ,« ^ ^
The r e v e r s a l  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  p la n  to  r e t r e a t  was n o t
^^Hom, The Army o f  Tennessee, Ê3; 0 . R ., V II, B65; 
R oland, A lb e r t S idney Jo h n sto n , 291; 0 . R . , " ? I I ,  3^3.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
81
n e c e s s a r i l y  a  b ad  i d e a ,  f o r  b y  c o n c e n t r a t in g  C o n fe d e ra te  
f o r c e s  a g a in s t  G ra n t t h e r e  e x i s t e d  a  good chance  f o r  v i c t o r y .  
U n fo r tu n a te ly  P r e s i d e n t  D avis*  o ld  f r i e n d  com m itted  two g l a r ­
in g  e r r o r s ;  he  f a i l e d  t o  o r d e r  th e  o t h e r  t ro o p s  o f  h i s  command 
t o  go  t o  D one lson  f o r  a n  a l l  o u t  e f f o r t ,  b u t  w o rs t  o f  a i l ,  he 
f a i l e d  t o  ta k e  p e r s o n a l  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  o p e r a t io n ,  a s  p u t t i n g  
G e n e ra l  F lo y d  i n  c h a rg e  o f  a n  amgr o f  a n y  s i z e  was m e re ly  
i n v i t i n g  d i s a s t e r .
F i f t y - f i v e  y e a r  o ld  F lo y d * s m i l i t a r y  e x p e r ie n c e , a s id e  
fro m  h i s  c o n t r o v e r s a l  t h r e e  and o n e -h a lf  y e a r s  a s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
War t o  P r e s id e n t  Jam es B uchanan , c o n s i s te d  o f  a s h o r t  s p e l l  i n  
t h e  unhappy W est V i r g in ia  o p e r a t io n s  o f  t h e  summer and f a l l  o f  
1&61. Even th e  v i o l e n t  and p e t u l a n t  P i l lo w  was a  b e t t e r  c h o ic e  
f o r  a  commanding o f f i c e r ,  b u t  th e  V irg in ia n * s  co n an iss io n  i n  
t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  arm y d a te d  from  May 2 3 , 1Ô61, w h ile  P i l l o w 's
•27
o n ly  w en t b a ck  to  J u l y  9*
The t h i r d  o f  t h e  D o n e lso n  g e n e r a l s ,  Simon B . B u c k n e r, was
e v e n  m ore j u n i o r ,  b e in g  a p p o in te d  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l  on  S ep tem ber
*
1 4 ; 1S61, Under th e  la w , F lo y d 's  s e n i o r i t y  ran k e d  him  above 
th e  v a s t l y  more e x p e r ie n c e d  B uckner and  P i l lo w .  O nly  b y  
G e n e ra l  J o h n s to n 's  com ing o u t  i n  p e rs o n  c o u ld  th e  command o f
^ One U nion o f f i c e r  d e s c r ib e d  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s h ip  a s  f o l lo w s ;  " G e n e ra l  F lo y d , t h e  m ost w o r th le s s  
o f f i c e r  i n  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  camp, had  command o f  t h e i r  f o r c e s .  
N ex t i n  r a n k  was t h e i r  n e x t  m o st w o r th le s s  o f f i c e r ,  G en. P i l lo w .  
B u ck n er and B ushrod Jo h n so n  w ere  n e x t ,  b o th  e d u ca te d  and p r a c ­
t i c e d  m i l i t a r y  men. " C h a r le s  W h i t t le s s e y ,  War Memoranda: C h e a t 
R iv e r  t o  th e  T e n n e sse e , 1861 -1362 , (C le v e la n d ;  1 8 8 4 ); 33*
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t h e  D one lson  army be  p la c e d  i n  th e  han d s o f  someone a c q u a in te d  
w i th  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s . _ I n s t e a d  G e n e ra l  J o h n s to n  f o o l i s h l y  
ch o se  t o  s t a y  w i th  H a r d e e w i n g  o f  t h e  arm y i n  th e  r e t r e a t  
fro m  B ow ling  g reen *
W ith  F o o te r s  w a rs h ip s  h e a d in g  f o r  F o r t  D o n e lso n  v i a  th e  
T e n n e sse e , Ohio and  C um berland R iv e r s ,  fo l lo w e d  b y  s t r o n g  
i n f a n t r y  u n i t s  on t r a n s p o r t s .  G ra n t* s  army o f  f i f t e e n  th o u sa n d  
men and e ig h t  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r i e s  b e g a n  m aking f i n a l  p r e p a ra ­
t i o n s  f o r  th e  advance  on  D one lson  on  th e  e v e n in g  o f  F e b ru a ry
1 1 . In d e e d , M cG lernand»s F i r s t  d i v i s i o n  s t a r t e d  o u t  on  th e  
jo u rn e y  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  m oving a b o u t f i v e  m ile s  b e fo r e  
t h e  D em o cra tic  g e n e r a l  from  I l l i n o i s  o rd e re d  a  h a l t . -  On th e  
fo l lo w in g  day  th e  e n t i r e  army ad v an ced  fo rw a rd , m oving a lo n g  
b o th  o f  th e  ro a d s  ru n n in g  from  F o r t  H enry t o  F o r t  D o n e lso n ,
As th e  e x p e d i t io n  b eg an  D r. Jo h n  H« B r in to n ,  o f  G e n e ra l 
G r a n t ’ s  s t a f f ,  fo u n d  i t  h a rd  t o  c o n t r o l  h i s  h i g h - s p i r i t e d  
m ount, and  th e  a n im a l k e p t  p u sh in g  i n  f r o n t  o f  G e n e ra l G ra n t 
and  th e  o t h e r s .  F i n a l l y  G ra n t, m ounted on h i s  f a v o r i t e  s t a l l i o n .  
J a c k ,  g o o d -n a tu re d ly  s p u r r e d  h i s  h o r s e  fo rw a rd . P a s s in g  
B r in to n ,  th e  g e n e r a l  h um orously  re m a rk e d ,"  D o c to r , I  b e l i e v e  I  
command t h i s  arm y, and  I  t h in k  I ’ l l  go  f i r s t . "^ 9
C o lo n e l N athan  B e d fo rd  F o r r e s t  and  a  am all f o r c e  o f
^ % r a n t .  M em oirs. 152 ; 0 .  R . ,  V I I ,  1 7 0 . 
^ % r i n t o n ,  P e r s o n a l  M em oirs,  115.
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C o n fe d e ra te  c a v a l r y  s k irm is h e d  w i th  G ra n t» s  advance  e le m e n ts ,
b u t  b e f o r e  n i g h t f a l l  t h e  F é d é ra is  re a c h e d  th e  D o n e lso n  a r e a
kO
an d  b e g a n  p a r t i a l l y  s u r ro u n d in g  i t ,
W hile  th e  F e d e r a l  s o l d i e r s  s lo g g e d  a lo n g  th e  muddy 
ro a d s  tow ard  F o r t  D o n e lso n  th e  f i r s t  o f  F o o te r s  w a r s h ip s ,  th e  
C a ro n d o le t , a p p e a re d  w i th in  s i g h t  o f  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  s t r o n g ­
p o i n t ,  Commander W alke a r r iv e d  o p p o s i te  th e  f o r t  a b o u t 1 1 :2 0  
A. M ., b u t  c o u ld  s e e  n o th in g  o f  a n y  F e d e ra l  t r o o p s  i n  th e  
a r e a .  To f e e l  o u t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  d e fe n s e s  and to  l e t  G e n e ra l 
G ra n t know th e  navy  had  a r r i v e d ,  W alke s h e l le d  th e  f o r t  b r i e f l y  
b e f o r e  r e t i r i n g  down th e  r i v e r  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  a w a it  th e  
a r r i v a l  o f  th e  U nion  a n a y .^ ^
On T hursday  m o rn in g , F e b ru a ry  1 3 , G ra n t c o n tin u e d  d e ­
p lo y in g  h i s  arm y to  c u t  o f f  D o n e lso n  from  o u t s id e  s u c c o r ;  b u t  
b e f o r e  t h e  r in g in g  o f  t h e  f o r t  c o u ld  b e  c o m p le te d  G e n e ra l 
F lo y d  a r r i v e d  w i th  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  h i s  command, s l i p p in g  i n t o  
D o n e lso n  w i th o u t  i n c i d e n t .  G ra n t* s  o f f i c e r s  h ad  s t r i c t  o r d e r s  
t o  s ta n d  on  th e  d e f e n s iv e  and n o t  to  b r in g  on an y  k in d  o f  
g e n e r a l  e n g a g a n e n t, f o r  h e  hoped F o o te * s  g u n b o a ts  c o u ld  pound 
t;h e  S o u th e rn e rs  i n t o  su b m iss io n  w i th o u t  a n  e x p e n s iv e  arm y 
a c t i o n .  B u t e v e n ts  r u l e d  o th e r w is e .  The C o n fe d e ra te s  a l s o  
s to o d  on th e  d e f e n s iv e ,  b u t  t h e i r  s k i r m is h e r s  and  a r t i l l e r y
^ 0 ,  R ., 711 , 3&A; G ran t, Memoirs. 1$2,153*
R. S . ,  XXII, 507,5^^; G o sn ell, Guns on th e  
W estern W aters, 3 9 ,6 0 ,
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so o n  b e g a n  to  h a r a s s  th e  i n v e s t i n g  foe*
I r r i t a t e d  by  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  a c t i v i t y  an d  b e l i e v i n g  he 
h ad  s p o t t e d  a  w eak p o i n t  i n  t h e  R e b e l w o rk s , G e n e ra l  J* A* 
M cC lernand o rd e re d  a n  a s s a u l t  b y  f o u r  o f  h i s  r e g im e n ts ,  th e  
S e v e n te e n th , F o r t y - f i f t h ,  F o r ty - e ig h th  and F o r t y - n i n th  
I l l i n o i s  I n f a n t r y *  C o lo n e l W illia m  M o rr iso n  was b a d ly  wounded 
and  th e  I l l i n o i s  i n f a n t r y  was r e p u ls e d  w i th  h e av y  c a s u a l t i e s * ^ "  
G e n e ra l  F lo y d  made no r e a l  e f f o r t  t o  c o u n te r - a t t a c k ,  and  
s im p ly  w a i te d  d o c i l e l y  i n s i d e  th e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  c o m p le te ly  
and  f o o l i s h l y  s u r r e n d e r in g  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  G ran t*
E a r ly  on  T hursday  m orn ing  W alke r e c e iv e d  a  d i s p a tc h  
from  G e n e ra l G ra n t ,  r e q u e s t in g  him  t o  commence bom bard ing  F o r t  
D onelson* A t 9 o ^ c lo c k  A, M*, th e  C a ro n d o le t  s lo w ly  s team ed  up 
to w ard  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  w orks and  opened f i r e .  G e n e ra l  F loyd^ s  
g u n n e rs  q u ic k ly  r e tu r n e d  th e  com plim en t w i th  v i g o r ,  and  a  
s h a rp  exchange o f  p r o j e c t i l e s  ensued* W alke*s g u n n e rs  d ropped  
139 s h e l l s  on th e  f o r t ,  k i l l i n g  a n  e n g in e e r  o f f i c e r .  L ie u te n ­
a n t  Jo se p h  D ix o n , and d i s a b l i n g  th e  c a r r i a g e  o f  one o f  th e  
R e b e ls ’ g u n s . F lo y d ’ s  g u n n e rs  d id  a lm o s t  a s  w e l l ,  tw ic e  
h i t t i n g  th e  C a ro n d o le t .  One o f  th b  h i t s  was fro m  th e  1 0 - in c h  
C olum biad , and  th e  h eav y  128-pound  p r o j e c t i l e  t o r e  th ro u g h  th e  
i r o n c l a d ’s  i t ^ i d e s  w i th  s p e c t a c u la r  e f f e c t*  S even  men w ere  
b a d ly  wounded, and  f i v e  o th e r s  s l i g h t l y  i n ju r e d  b y  t h i s  
s i n g l e  sh o t*  W alke w ith d rew  from  th e  a c t i o n  t o  r e p a i r  dam ages,
^ % r a n t .  M em oirs* 153 ; 0 .  R . ,  V H , 172,173*
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and  h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  h i s  wounded to  an  a u x i l i a r y  s te a m e r , th e  
AIDS. E a r ly  i n  t h e  a f te r n o o n ,  w i th  t h e  s h ip  a g a in  i n  f i g h t ­
in g  t r im ,  W alke resum ed th e  c o n t e s t ,  t r a d i n g  s h o t s  w ith  th e  
C o n fe d e ra te s  t s n t i l  d a rk n e s s  and  a  l a c k  o f  am m unition  i n t e r ­
vened*^^
A bout 1 1 :3 0  P . M ., F o o te  a r r i v e d  w i th  th e  i r o n c la d s  S t .  
L o u is . L o u i s v i l l e  and P i t t s b u r g h , and th e  wooden g u n b o a ts  
L e x in g to n , T y le r  and  C o n e s to g a . They w ere  much welcom ed b y  
G ra n t b e c a u se  h e  needed  a  q u ic k  v i c t o r y .  The w e a th e r  had  
tu rn e d  c o ld ,  and  th e  F é d é ra is  w ere  b e in g  p e l t e d  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  
w i th  f r e e z i n g  r a i n  and snow . D u rin g  th e  m arch  from  F o r t  H enry 
th o u sa n d s  o f  U nion  s o l d i e r s ,  d e c e iv e d  b y  th e  m ild n e s s  o f  th e  
w e a th e r ,  dumped t h e i r  b l a n k e t s  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e i r  w e i ^ t ,  and 
now th e  men w ere  p a y in g  th e  b i t t e r  p r i c e .
Dawn b ro u g h t  l i t t l e  r e l i e f  to  th e  F e d e ra l  s o l d i e r s ,  b u t  
G e n e ra l G ra n t a n x io u s ly  a w a ite d  th e  n a v a l  a s s a u l t .  A bout 
3 o ’ c lo c k ,  P . M .,  th e  C a ro n d o le t . h a v in g  b e e n  r e s u p p l ie d  w i th  
am m unition  and  w i th  a l l  o th e r  p r e p a r a t io n s  c o m p le te d , F o o te  
g av e  th e  o r d e r  t o  a t t a c k .  The L o u i s v i l l e  a p p ro a c h e d  a lo n g  th e  
w e s t  bank  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  w i th  F o o te  on th e  L o u is , m oving 
up  tow ard  th e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c h a n n e l .  The P i t t s b u r g h  and 
C a ro n d o le t  ad v an ced  n e a r  th e  e a s t  bank  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  The
^ ^ G o s n e ll ,  Guns on  th e  w e s te rn  W a te rs , 6 0 ,6 1 ;  0 .  R. N .,
^^‘G o s n e l l ,  Guns on  t h e  W este rn  W a te rs , 61 ; C onger, The 
R is e  o f  Ü. S . G r a n t , G r a n t ,  M em oirs, 153 ; Be P a r i s ,  C i v i l  
War i n  A m erica , 1 ,
Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
86
L ey inp -ton , C o n esto g a  and T y le r  fo llo w e d  a b o u t h a l f  a  m ile  to
th e  r e a r .  A t 3 :3 0 ,  C o n fe d e ra te  g u n n e rs  opened  f i r e ,  and
w i th in  t e n  m in u te s  th e  F e d e ra l  w a rsh ip s  b e g an  r e t u r n i n g  th e
f i r e .  A t f i r s t  t h e  R eb e l f i r e  was l a r g e l y  i n e f f e c t i v e ,  w h ile
th e  Yankee T a rs  w ere h i t t i n g  th e  D onelson  b a t t e r i e s  w ith  a
45f a i r  d e g re e  o f  a c c u ra c y .
To C o n fe d e ra te  C o lo n e l N athan  B e d fo rd  F o r r e s t ,  who 
v iew ed  th e  a t t a c k  a s  a  s p e c t a t o r  n e a r  th e  b a t t e r y ,  i t  seemed 
a s  th o u g h  n o th in g  c o u ld  s to p  th e  i r r e p r e s s i b l e  su rg e  o f  th e  
oncom ing i r o n c l a d s .  T u rn in g  to  one o f  h i s  o f f i c e r s ,  th e  
R everend  M ajo r D. C. K e l ly ,  h e  c r i e d ,  ” P a r s o n ,  f o r  God*s 
sa k e  p r a y l  N o th ing  b u t  God A lm igh ty  can  sa v e  t h a t  f o r t . ^ ^ ^
B u t F o o te  made th e  m is ta k e  o f  a p p ro a c h in g  to o  c lo s e  i n  
r a n g e ,  a c t u a l l y  t o  w i th in  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m ile  from  D onelson , 
A t th e  s h o r te n e d  d i s t a n c e  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  w ere  a b le  to  u se  
evwn t h e i r  32-p o u n d e rs  w ith  c o n s id e r a b le  e f f e c t ,  s in c e  th e y  
w ere  a b le  to  make p lu n g in g  s h o ts  o n to  th e  i r o n c l a d s .  One o f  
t h e  S o u th e rn e rs* ’ guns was a c c id e n t ly  d i s a b le d  by  an  in e p t  
g u n n e r , b u t  th e  o th e r  p ie c e s  pumped s h o t  a f t e r  s h o t  a t  th e  
enemy i r o n c l a d s .  A 1 0 - in c h  s h o t  sm ashed th e  C a ro n d o le t* s  
h e av y  i r o n  a n c h o r .  A s m a ll  p r o j e c t i l e  s h a t t e r e d  th e  p i l o t  
h o u se , m o r ta l ly  w ounding one o f  th e  p i l o t s .  O th e r  cannon 
b a l l s  t o r e  away a l l  o f  th e  i r o n c la d * s  b o a t s .  One o f  W alke*s
^ ^ G o sn e ll ,  Guns on th e  W este rn  W a te rs , 6 1 ,6 2 ,
^^John  W yeth, T hat D e v i l  F o r r e s t :  L i f e  o f  G e n e ra l N athan  
B e d fo rd  F o r r e s t ,(New York; c .  1 9 5 9 ) , 40 ,
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bow r i f l e s  s u d d e n ly  b u r s t ,  w ounding  a  dozen men and a d d in g  to
th e  g e n e r a l  pandem onium . A l l  o f  th e  i r o n c la d s  w ere  r e p e a t e d ly
s t r u c k .  I n  th e  e x c ite m e n t th e  P i t t s b u r g h  c o l l i d e d  w i th  th e
C a ro n d o le t* s  s t e r n ,  s h a t t e r i n g  h e r  s t a r b o a r d  r u d d e r .  The
S t . L o u is 's  p i l o t  h o u se  was s h a t t e r e d ,  k i l l i n g  t h e  p i l o t  and
wounding Foote i n  th e  fo o t .  G rad u ally  the  P i t ts b u r g h . S t . Louis
and  L o u i s v i l l e  w ere  o b l ig e d  to  w ith d ra w  o u t  o f  r a n g e ,  le a v in g
th e  C a ro n d o le t t o  c o n tin u e  th e  d u e l .  Two 32 -pound  s h o ts  t o r e
th ro u g h  th e  C a r o n d o le t 's  u n d e rw a te r  h u l l ,  and  th e  s h ip  was
r a p i d l y  becom ing unm anageab le . H is v e s s e l  s t r u c k  a t  l e a s t
t h i r t y - f i v e  tim es by  enemy s h o ts , th e  courageous Walke was
f i n a l l y  convinced th a t  i t  was tim e to  r e t r e a t .  By 5 o 'c lo c k ,
o r  a few m inutes p a s t  th e  hour, th e  b a t t l e  was o v e r. The
damaged F e d e ra l  g u n b o a ts  w ere  a l l  w ith d raw n  beyond  th e  ra n g e  o f
A'?D o n e lso n 's  b a t t e r i e s .  F e d e ra l  n a v a l  lo s s e s  i n  t h e  a t t a c k  
w ere  e ig h t  k i l l e d  and  f o r ty - s e v e n  wounded.; C o n fe d e ra te  l o s s e s
I ^
num bered n o t  a  s i n g l e  c a s u a l t y .^
The f a i l u r e  o f  F o o te 's  a t t a c k  c o n g ile te ly  d i s r u p te d  Gen­
e r a l  G r a n t 's  p l a n .  C o u n tin g  on  th e  w a rsh ip s  t o  c ru s h  D onelson  
a s  e a s i l y  a s  th e y  had  F o r t  H enry, th e  Union commander iiad made 
no r e a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  th e  f i g h t ,  and th e  F r id a y  r e p u l s e  l e f t  
h im  w ith  th e  p ro b lem  o f  u s in g  h i s  array to  c a p tu r e  t h e  p la c e .
^"^Gosnell. Guns on th e  W estern W aters. 61 .62 : 0 . R. N .. 
m i ,  $85-594; 0. R ., Y U , ^ , 2 S T . ---------------- ---------------------  -  '
^ 0 . R . K ., X X II, 5 8 6 ,5 8 7 ; 0 . R . ,  V I I ,  263 .
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B u t G ra n t’ s  p rob lem  was e a se d  a  l i t t l e  b y  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  
h e a v y  tro o p  r e in f o r c e m e n ts .
The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  r e in f o r c e m e n ts  was G e n e ra l  Lew 
W a lla c e , ^ o  had  o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  l e f t  b e h in d  t o  p r o t e c t  
F o r t s  Heiman and H enry , The I n d ia n a n  b ro u g h t  th e  E le v e n th  
I n d i a n a ,  E ig h th  M is s o u r i  and  a  b a t t e r y  o f  f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  w ith  
h im . R each in g  G e n e ra l  G r a n t ’ s  h e a d q u a r te r s  i n  th e  C r is p  House 
n e a r  D over, G e n e ra l  W a lla ce  r e c e iv e d  q u i t e  a  s u r p r i s e  when 
G ra n t  o rd e re d  him  to  r e l i n q u i s h  command o f  h i s  two r e g im e n ts ,  
d i r e c t i n g  them  t o  r e p o r t  t o  G e n e ra l C h a r le s  F . S m ith ’ s  command. 
The arm y commander th e n  in fo rm e d  W alla ce  t h a t  h e  was to  assum e 
command o f  a  new ly  form ed T h ird  D iv i s io n ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  r e g i ­
m en ts  even  th e n  a r r i v i n g  b y  t r a n s p o r t s ,  W a lla ce  was d i r e c t e d  
t o  t a k e  th e s e  u n i t s  and  h o ld  th e  U nion c e n t e r ,  w h ile  G e n e ra l  
M cC lernand*s command p r o t e c te d  th e  r i g h t ,  and  G e n e ra l S m ith ’ s 
th e  l e f t , ^ ^
A lth o u g h  a l i t t l e  u n c e r t a i n  i n  h i s  m ind a s  t o  w h a t t o  do , 
G e n e ra l  G ra n t was g r a d u a l ly  t i g h t e n in g  h i s  h o ld  on  F o r t  D onel­
s o n , One th o u g h t  c o n tin u e d  t o  p re v a d e  h i s  m ind , and  i t  was 
t h a t  th e  S o u th e rn e rs  woxild n e v e r  ta k e  th e  o f f e n s iv e .  G ra n t had  
f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  d a n g e ro u s  e r r o r  o f  th in k in g  t h a t  th e  enemy w ould 
do e x a c t ly  w h a t he  w an ted  them  t o  d o ,^ ^
^ % a l l a c e .  A u to b io g ra p h y . I ,  3 82 , 3 8 9 ,
^ ^ r i n t o n .  P e r s o n a l  M em oirs, 1 1 7 ,U S ;  W a lla c e , A uto­
b io g ra p h y , I ,  3 9 2 ,
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F r id a y  n i g h t  was a s  b a d  a s  T h u rsd ay , th e  B lu e c o a ts  
s u f f e r i n g  f i e r c e l y  from  th e  in c le m e n t  w e a th e r .  J u s t  b e ­
f o r e  d a y l ig h t  a  m essen g er from  F o o te  r e a c h e d  th e  C r is p  House 
and  handed  th e  w o r r ie d ,  s l e e p l e s s  g e n e r a l  a  m essa g e , m en tio n ­
in g  th e  wound r e c e iv e d  i n  th e  F r id a y  a c t i o n ,  and r e q u e s t in g  
G ra n t  t o  come t o  th e  L o u is  f o r  a n  im m ed ia te  c o n fe re n c e . 
G e n e ra l  G ra n t q u ic k ly  s t a r t e d  f o r  th e  c o n fe re n c e ,  r i d i n g  
a c r o s s  th e  s o l i d l y  f r o z e n  g ro u n d . He so o n  i ched  th e  r i v e r ,  
w here  a  s m a ll  b o a t  c a r r i e d  him  o u t  t o  th e  f l a g s h i p .  F o o te  
e x p la in e d  t h a t  h i s  w a rs h ip s  had  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Mound C i ty ,  
I l l i n o i s , f  o r  r e p a i r s , b u t  added  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  r e t u r n  i n  a b o u t 
t e n  d a y s . G e n e ra l  G ra n t a g re e d , and  b id d in g  th e  c r u s t y  o ld  
se a d o g  goodbye, q u ic k ly  was row ed a s h o re .
I n  h i s  m ind th e  commanding g e n e r a l  was r a p i d l y  coming to  
t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  a  fo rm a l s i e g e  was th e  n e x t  o r d e r  o f  
b u s i n e s s .  R each in g  th e  s h o r e ,  G e n e ra l  G ra n t  r e c e iv e d  a  bad  
sh o c k . A v e r y  w h i te - f a c e d  C a p ta in  W illia m  H i l l y e r ,  o f  h i s
'' The C o n fe d e ra te  s o l d i e r s  w ere  p ro b a b ly  s u f f e r in g  a  
good b i t  more th a n  G e n e ra l  G r a n t 's  men b e c a u se  o f  t h e i r  
h o p e le s s ly  in a d e q u a te  c lo t h i n g ,  J .  B . P a i s l e y  t o  h i s  c o u s in , 
J a n e ,  F e b ru a ry  2 3 , 1862 , i n  t h e  W illia m  A. McLean P a p e rs ,  
I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  L ib r a r y .  The C o n fe d e ra te  s o l d i e r s '  
m o ra le  was u p , how ever, th o s e  i n s i d e  F o r t  D o n e lso n  w ere  i n  
t e r r i b l e  sh ap e  c lo t h i n g  w is e .  T h e ir  g a rm e n ts  w ere  " t h i n  and 
r a g g e d , g ra y  and  b u t t e r n u t  p re d o m in a tin g , b u t  a l l  t h e  c o lo r s  
o f  J o s e p h 's  c o a t  w ere  t o  b e  s e e n .  F o r  b l a n k e t s  t h e y  c a r r i e d  
s q u a re  p ie c e s  o f  c a r p e t ,  c o m fo r te r s  and  c o v e r l e t s . ” Thomas
I Z a a e v i l l e ,  O hio; I 865J ,  3 8 ,
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s t a f f ,  was w a i t in g  t o  n o t i f y  him  t h a t  th e  arm y was u n d e r  heavy
B e fo re  F o o te 's  g u n b o a ts  b eg an  th e  bom bardm ent on  F r id a y ,  
G e n e ra l  F lo y d  c a l l e d  a  c o u n c i l  o f  w a r. The S o u th e rn e rs  knew 
G ra n t  was r e c e iv in g  r e in fo r c e m e n ts  e x a g g e ra te d ly  e s t im a te d  a t  
t h i r t y  th o u sa n d  t o  f i f t y  th o u s a n d , and  I t  was d e c id e d  t o  
e v a c u a te  F o r t  D o n e lso n , The p la n  d e c id e d  upon  was to  a t t a c k  
t h e  ex trem e  O nion r i g h t  (M cC lernand*s F i r s t  D iv is io n )^  and  t o  
s e i z e  th e  r o a d  le a d in g  t o  C h a r lo t t e ,  T en n e sse e , P i l l o w 's  
d i v i s i o n  was t o  make th e  a s s a u l t ,  w h ile  B u c k n e r 's  d i v i s i o n  was 
t o  c o v e r  th e  w ith d ra w a l t o  N a s h v i l le ,  B u t b y  t h e  t im e  a l l  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  w ere c o m p le te , i t  was d e c id e d  t h a t  i t  was to o  
l a t e  t o  make any  su c h  movement a t  t h i s  tim e  ,5 3
F r id a y  n ig h t  G e n e ra l F lo y d  a g a in  c a l l e d  h i s  s e n io r  
o f f i c e r s  i n  t o  c o u n c i l .  A lth o u g h  F o o te 's  a t t a c k  h ad  b e e n  r e ­
p u l s e d ,  th e  V i r g in ia n  was s t i l l  d e te rm in e d  t o  b re a k  o u t  and  
h e a d  f o r  N a s h v i l le .  The C h a r lo t t e  Road p la n  was a g a in  
b ro a c h e d , and  th e  o f f i c e r s  im m e d ia te ly  b e g an  m aking p r e p a r a ­
t i o n s  t h a t  n i g h t  f o r  th e  S a tu rd a y  dawn a s s a u l t ,  5^  D u rin g  th e  
b i t t e r  c o ld  h o u rs  o f  d a rk n e s s .  G e n e ra l F lo y d  had  B uckner w ith ­
d raw  a l l  o f  h i s  t r o o p s  fro m  th e  e n tre n c h m e n ts  on  th e  r i g h t .
CO
G ra n t, Memoi r s . 1 5 5 ,1 5 6 ; B r in to n ,  P e r s o n a l  M em oirs,1x9,120,
53
0 .  R , , V I I ,  330; H orn, The Army o f  T en n e sse e , 9 1 ,
^^ i d . , 263.
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l e a v in g  b u t  a  s i n g l e  r e g im e n t ,  (450 men) t o  c o v e r  t h a t  s e c t o r
o f  th e  d e f e n s e .  B o th  a rm ie s  w ere  s u f f e r i n g  h e a v i ly  from  th e
c o ld ,  and somehow G r a n t 's  s o l d i e r s  f a i l e d  t o  n o t i c e  o r  p ay
an y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  sounds o f  movement com ing from  w i th in
55
th e  C o n fe d e ra te  w orks .
A bout 6  o ’ c lo c k , S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g , P i l l o w 's  men 
la u n c h e d  t h e i r  a t t a c k ,  M c C le rn a n d 's  men w ere awake and i n  
b a t t l e  fo rm a t io n ,  and had  ev en  throvm  u p  a  few  s im p le  e a r th ­
w o rk s , A w i ld  m elee  d e v e lo p e d , w ith  t h e  S o u th e rn e r s  p r e s s in g  
r e c k l e s s l y  onw ard and e n d e a v o rin g  to  g e t  c lo s e  enough t o  u se  
t h e i r  sh o tg u n s  and  a n t iq u a te d  m u sk e ts , F o r r e s t ' s  c a v a l r y  
c h a rg ed  on  P i l l o w 's  l e f t ,  and a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  h o u r  o r  s o , 
B u c k n e r 's  men jo in e d  i n  on t h e  T e n n e s se a n 's  r i g h t .  F i n a l l y  
M cC lernand was f o r c e d  b a c k , l o s in g  c o n t r o l  o f  t  h e  C h a r lo t t e  
R oad, By noon th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  had  n o t  o n ly  d r iv e n  G e n e ra l 
M cC lernand backw ard  and s e c u re d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  d e s i r e d  l i n e  
o f  co m m un ica tions, b u t  th e y  h ad  r ip p e d  open  th e  U nion arm y, 
I n s t e a d  o f  th ro w in g  e v e ry  man i n t o  th e  b a t t l e  and 
a t te m p tin g  to  f i n i s h  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  G r a n t 's  arm y, o r  a t  
l e a s t  s im p ly  e v a c u a t in g  F o r t  D o n e lso n , t h e  C o n fe d e ra te s  p r o -  
c a s t i n a t e d  and  wound up  b e in g  t r a p p e d ,  A w i ld  and  c o n fu se d  
a c t io n  fo llo w e d  w ith  P i l lo w  se n d in g  B uckner b a c k  to  t r y  and
^ ' 'S t e e l e ,  A m erican C am paigns, 7 7 .
S . H enry, "F i r s t  W ith  The M ost" F o r r e s t , ( I n d i a ­
n a p o l i s :  Co 1 9 4 4 ) , 5 4 ,5 5 ; 0 .  R . , V I I ,  175; W yeth, T hat D e v il  
F o r r e s t . 4 5 ,4 6 , “*
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h o ld  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  r i g h t ,  w h ich  was b e in g  a t t a c k e d  b j  G e n e ra l  
S m ith ’ s  command. The > te ite  h a i r e d  g e n e r a l  l e d  th e  a d v a n c e , 
y e l l i n g  a t  h i s  men, "  Come o n , you  v o lu n te e r s ,  come o n . T h is  
i s  y o u r  c h a n c e . You v o lu n te e r e d  t o  b e  k i l l e d  f o r  lo v e  o f  
c o u n try ,  and  now y ou  c a n  b e , , .  I ’m o n ly  a  s o l d i e r ,  and  d o n ’ t  
w an t to  b e  k i l l e d ,  b u t  you  came t o  be  k i l l e d  and now you  can  
b e ,"^ *
G e n e ra l S m ith ’ s  men overw helm ed th e  s in g l e  C o n fe d e ra te  
r e g im e n t a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  and  b ro k e  i n s i d e  th e  D o n e lso n  de­
f e n s e s ;  b u t  G e n e ra l B u ck n er a r r i v e d ,  and  a n o th e r  w i ld  f i g h t
59p ro m p tly  d e v e lo p e d . Some o f  S m ith ’ s  men b eg an  t o  f a l t e r ,  
and th e  Second D iv i s io n ’ s  commander g e n t l y  c h id e d  them , s a y ­
in g ,  ” Damn you  g e n tle m e n , I  s e e  s k u lk e r s ,  I ’ l l  h ave  none 
60
h e r e , "  D e tp i te  th e  c r u s t y  o ld  g e n e r a l ’ s  t i r a d e s ,  h i s  d i ­
v i s i o n  was f i n a l l y  s to p p e d  i n  i t s  a d v a n c e .
D ep lo y in g  h i s  a r t i l l e r y  o n  a  b i l l  o v e r lo o k in g  S m ith ’ s 
d i v i s i o n ,  B uckner b e g a n  pound ing  th e  F é d é ra is  w i th  s h o t  and  
s h e l l , M c C l e r n a n d  and  Lew W alla ce  r e -o c c u p ie d  m o st o f  th e  
g round  l o s t  i n  th e  f i r s t  C o n fe d e ra te  o n s la u g h t ,  how ever, w i th  
th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  one r o a d .  The r o a d  n e a r e s t  th e  r i v e r  from
^ b r i n t o n .  P e r s o n a l  M em oirs, 121 ,
^ ^ S te e le ,  A m erican  C am paigns, 7 ^ ,
^ % r i n t o n ,  P e r s o n a l  M em oirs, 121 ,
^^B orn , The Army o f  T en n e sse e , 9 3 ; Jo h n  T . B e l l ,  
T r ^ y s  and  Trium phs o f  t h e  Second Iow a I n f a n t r y ,  (Des M oines:
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62
Dover to  î i a s h v l l l e  rem a in ed  u n o c c u p ie d  by th e  B lu e c a o ts .  
A lth o u g h  in fo rm ed  o f t h i s  l a s t  e sc a p e  r o u te  l a t e  i n  th e  
a f te r n o o n .  G e n e ra l f lo y d ,  who was by now i n  a  deep  fu n k , 
d e c id e d  a g a i n s t  t r y i n g  t o  u se  i t  on th e  g ro u n d s t h a t  h i s
63
men w ere s im p ly  p h y s ic a l ly  to o  w eak.
S a tu rd a y  n i g h t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  h ig h  command g a th e re d
i n  F lo y d ’s h e a d q u a r te r s  i n  th e  D over In n  to  d i s c u s s  a
f u tu r e  c o u rse  o f a c t i o n .  B uckner and P loyd  p e s s i m i s t i c a l l y
fa v o re d  s u r r e n d e r ,  b u t P il lo w  a rg u e d  f o r  some k in d  o f an
a t t a c k .  In  th e  end i t  was d e c id e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r ,  ho one
w anted  to  ta k e  on h i s  s h o u ld e r s  th e  a c t u a l  h u m i l i a t io n  o f
y i e l d i n g ,  b u t f i n a l l y  B uckner a g re e d  to  ta k e  c h a rg e .
At d a y b re a k  Sunday m o rn in g , th e  s te a m e r G e n e ra l
A nderson  a r r i v e d  w ith  f o u r  h u n d red  men, and  F loyd  p ro m p tly
r e q u i s i t i o n e d  th e  v e s s e l ,  e s c a p in g  w ith  h i s  V i r g in ia
b r ig a d e .  G e n e ra l P i l lo w , w i th  h i s  s t a f f  and  a  few  o th e r s ,
e sca p ed  a c r o s s  th e  r i v e r  i n  a n  o ld  scow.
But w hi?e B uckner was n e g o t i a t i n g  w ith  G ra n t, h a th a n
64
B edford  F o r r e s t  w as a c t i n g .  When G e n e ra l B uckner assum ed 
command o f th e  p o s t ,  F o r r e s t  had p ro m p tly  spoken up  a t
w yeth, T hat D e v il  F o r r e s t . 5 0 .
63
0 . E . ,  V II , 273 .
64
H enry , F o r r e s t . 57 , 58; H orn, The Army o f 
T e n n e sse e . 95» 96 .
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t h e  m e e tin g , s a y in g ,  " I  d id  n o t  come h e re  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f
s u r r e n d e r in g  my command, and I  w i l l  n o t  do i t  i f  th e y  w i l l
f o l lo w  me o u t , ” and th e n  F o r r e s t  a d d re s s e d  G e n e ra l P i l lo w
s a y in g ,  " G e n e ra l P i l lo w ,  \d ia t  s h a l l  I  do?"  " C ut y o u r  way
65o u t , "  was th e  T en n e sse an ’ s r e p l y .  F o r r e s t ,  w ith  h i s  command, 
p lu s  num erous p e r s o n n e l  from  o th e r  u n i t s ,  d id  j u s t  t h a t ,  
e s c a p in g  o v e r  th e  one  re m a in in g  op en  r o a d .
Dawn b ro u g h t  th e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  th e  p o s t  w ith o u t  f u r t h e r  
r e s i s t a n c e .  G e n e ra l B uckner made no f u r t h e r  a t te m p t  on  
G ra n t’ s  arm y, n o r  d id  h e  t r y  t o  t r a n s f e r ,  a s  he  c o u ld  e a s i l y  
hav e  d o n e , any  o f  th e  t r o o p s  b y  s te a m e r  fo l lo w in g  F lo y d , F o r t  
D o n e lso n  was s im p ly  s u r r e n d e r e d .
The l o s s  o f  D o n e lso n  was one o f  th e  w o rs t  d i s a s t e r s  t o  
b e f a l l  th e  C o n fe d e rac y  i n  th e  e n t i r e  w a r . The l o s s  o f  th e  
p o s t  was c e r t a i n l y  b ad  enough i n  i t s e l f ,  b u t  w hat was i n f i ­
n i t e l y  w orse  was th e  l o s s  o f  th e  g a r r i s o n .  These men w ere 
l i t e r a l l y  i r r e p l a c a b l e ,
W hat w ere th e  C o n fe d e ra te  l o s s e s  a t  F o r t  D onelson?
The r e c o r d s  a r e  c o m p le te ly  c o n t r a d ic t o r y ,  b u t  i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  
a b o u t  two th o u sa n d  C o n fe d e ra te  s o l d i e r s  w ere  k i l l e d  o r  
w ounded, and b e tw een  tw e lv e  to  f i f t e e n  th o u sa n d  w ere  c a p tu r e d ,  
o u t  o f  a  t o t a l  o f  n in e te e n  t o  tw e n ty -o n e  th o u sa n d  R e b e l 
p a r t i c i p a n t s .  G ra n t’ s  l o s s e s  w ere  f i v e  h u n d red  k i l l e d ,  2 ,1 0 6
^ % e n ry , F o r r e s t , 5 7 ,5 9 ; 0 .  R . ,  V I I ,  266,
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wounded and 224  c a p tu re d  b y  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  and c a r t e d  o f f
66
t o  c a p t i v i t y  w ith  F lo y d ,
The news o f  th e  f a l l  o f  F o r t s  Henry and D o n e lso n ,
e s p e c i a l l y  th e  l a t t e r ,  p lu n g ed  th e  S o u th  i n t o  a  d e s p e r a te  s t a t e
o f  d e p re s s io n ,  Not o n ly  G e n e ra l A lb e r t  S id n ey  Jo h n sto n *  s men,
b u t  C o n fe d e ra te  s o l d i e r s  i n  o th e r  a rm ie s ,  w ere p ro fo u n d ly
d is a p p o in te d  by  th e  r e v e r s e s  i n  T e n n e sse e , S o u th e rn  m o ra le
67
d ro p p ed  t o  a  d a n g e ro u s ly  low  e b b . As soon  a s  th e  f i r s t
sh o ck  o f  th e  news p a s s e d ,  S o u th e rn e r s ,  m i l i t a r y  and  c i v i l i a n
a l i k e ,  b ro k e  o u t  i n  a  wave o f  condem nation  o f  G e n e ra l A, S .
6Ô
J o h n s to n , A d e le g a t io n  o f  p ro m in e n t T en n essean s ev en  w ent 
t o  Richmond to  a s k  P r e s id e n t  J e f f e r s o n  D av is  to  r e p la c e  th e
W i l l i a m s ,  L in c o ln  F in d s  A G e n e ra l . I I I .  25Ô; H orn,
The Army o f  T en n e sse e , ^ 7 , Morn h a s  a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  s e t  
o f f i g u r e s , J .  C. F u l l e r  g iv e s  th e  number o f  p r i s o n e r s  a s  
1 1 ,5 0 0 , F u l l e r ,  The G e n e ra ls h ip  o f  U ly ss e s  G ra n t . 0 9 , U nion 
a c c o u n ts  te n d  t o  p la c e  th e  number c o n s id e r a b ly  h i ^ ^ e r .  R everend  
Thomas M. S te v e n so n , H is to r y  o f  th e  7 S th  O h io , 132; F r a n c is  H, 
B ruce  t o  h i s  m o th e r , F e b ru a ry  IB , lB o 2 , i n  th e  F r a n c is  H. B ruce 
P a p e rs ,  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  L ib r a r y ;  P ayson  S . Shumway 
t o  w if e ,  H a t t i e ,  M arch 2 , 1B62, i n  th e  P ayson  Z. Shumway P a p e rs ,  
I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  L ib r a ry ;  0 , R . , V I I ,  169 ,
H. S te v e n so n  and  Edwin A. D a v is , ” The C i v i l  War 
D ia ry  o f  W i l l i e  M ic a ja h  B arrow  S ep tem ber 23 , 1 B 6 1 -Ju ly  1 3 ,
1B 62." ^ u i s i a a a  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r te r ly ,  XVII { J u ly , O c to b e r ,
1934) ,2 2 ;  Y ounger. D ia ry  o f  R o b e r t  G a r l ic k  H i l l  S e a n , 2 4 ,2 5 ;
Jo h n  Q. A nderson , ( e d , ) ,  B ro k en b u rn : The J o u r n a l  o f T a t e  S to n e  
lB 6l-lB oB o (B a to n  Rouge: c , l9 5 5 )  , 9 0 ; T T  B. d o n e s , A R e b e l 
C le rk *8 D i ^  A t ^  C o n fe d e ra te  S t a t e s  C a p i to l . iT  T F S IIa -  
d e lp h ia :  1 8 6 6 ), 111; D oug las S . F r e e m a n ,^ .  E. L ee , (Hew 
Y ork; 1934) *1* 625 , L e e - s a id  o f  t h i s  a f f a i r  t h a t  "  t h e  news 
i s  n o t  f a v o r a b le ,"  I b i d ,
6B
B a s i l  D uke, A H is to ry  o f  M organ*s C a v a lry . (Bloom­
in g to n :  c ,  I 96O/5  1 1 s ,119 ; C e c i l  H o lla n d , M organ and H is 
R a id e rs  : ^  B io g rap h y  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  G e n e ra l , ( Hew Y ork :
1943) ,  65 ,
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commanding g e n e r a l  i n  th e  W est, I r r i t a t e d  b y  t h i s  r e q u e s t ,
P r e s i d e n t  D a v is  d is m is s e d  th e  men s a y in g , ” I f  S id n e y  J o h n s to n
i s  n o t  a  g e n e r a l ,  we h ad  b e t t e r  g iv e  up th e  w ar f o r  we have 
69
no g e n e r a l , "
O u tw a rd ly  u n d is tu r b e d  b y  th e  c lam our a g a i n s t  h im , th e  
K e n tu c k ia n  c a lm ly  c o n tin u e d  o v e rs e e in g  th e  r e t r e a t  o f  th e  
C o n fe d e ra te  arm y from  B ow ling  G re en , On F e b ru a ry  17 , G e n e ra l 
J o h n s to n  w ith d re w  from  N a s h v i l le ,  l e a v in g  b e h in d  o n ly  a  to k e n  
f o r c e  t o  m a in ta in  o r d e r  and p r o t e c t  g o v e rn m en t p r o p e r ty .  W ith  ' 
th e  m ain  f o r c e  o f  th e  arm y, th e  K e n tu c k ia n  m arched  tow ard  
M u rf re e s b o ro , Many o f  h i s  t r o o p s  w ept a t  l e a v in g  th e  T ennessee
c a p i t o l  t o  h e r  f a t e .  Some s o l d i e r s  b i t t e r l y  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t
70th e  arm y o u ^ t  to  s t a y  and  f i g h t .
A r r iv in g  a t  th e  l i t t l e  T ennessee  tow n, th e  army rem ain ed  
u n t i l .  F e b ru a ry  23 , b y  w h ich  tim e  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  C o n fe d e ra te  
commands t h a t  had  b e e n  s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h o u t t h e  t h e a t e r  had  
a r r i v e d ,  a lo n g  w ith  th e  r e a r  g u a rd  from  N a s h v i l l e ,  R eorga­
n iz in g  th e  arm y i n to  t h r e e  d i v i s i o n s ,  u n d e r  G e n e ra ls  H ardee , 
C r i t t e n d e n  and  P i l lo w , G e n e ra l  J o h n s to n  p u l le d  o u t  o f
69
H orn , % e  Army o f  T en n e sse e , 105; R o la n d , A lb e r t  S id- 
n ey  J o h n s to n , 2957”
70
J e f f e r s o n  D av is  t o  A, S . J o h n s to n , a d d re s s e d  to  Gen­
e r a l  J o h n s to n  a s  " My D ear G e n e r a l ,"  i n  M rs , M ason B a r r e t ,  
P a p e rs ,  A lb e r t  S id n ey  J o h n s to n  C o l le c t io n ,  H o w ard -T ilto n  
M em orial L ib r a r y ,  T u lane  U n iv e r s i ty ;  F ran k  P e a k , "A S o u th e rn  
S o ld ie r* s  View o f  th e  C i v i l  W ar,"  L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  
A rc h iv e s ;  C a p ta in  S . R idgew ay L e t t e r ,  F e b ru a ry  2 4 ,lB 6 2 , 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  T ennessee  L ib r a r y ,
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71M u rfre e sb o ro  o n  F e b ru a ry  2S, h e a d in g  f o r  M o o r s v i l le ,  Alabama# 
T h is  was t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  e v e n t f u l  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  C o n fe d e r­
a t e  f o r c e s  a t  C o r in th ,  M i s s i s s i p p i — th e  p re lu d e  t o  th e  B a t t l e  
o f  S h ilo h #
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CHA.PTER IT
GENERAL HALLECK INTERVENES
VJMle G e n e ra l Ü. S , G ra n t b a t t l e d  th e  S o u th e rn e rs  f o r  
F o r t  D o n e lso n , G e n e ra l H enry ¥ .  H a lle c k  rem a in e d  i n  S t ,
L o u is , a n x io u s ly  w o rry in g  o v e r  h i s  s u b o r d in a te  and f r a n t i c ­
a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  sc ro u n g e  up  some h e lp  f o r  h im . To a id  
G ra n t, H a lle c k  a p p e a le d  t o  G e n e ra l Don C a r lo s  B u e l l  f o r  
some k in d  o f  d e m o n s tra t io n  a g a i n s t  B ow ling  G reen  t o  d i v e r t  
th e  S o u th e rn e rs*  a t t e n t i o n  fro m  F o r t  D o n e lso n , To G e n e ra l 
G eorge M c C le lla n  H a lle c k  s e n t  a n  u r g e n t  p l e a  f o r  r e i n f o r c e ­
m e n ts ,^  B u t on  F e b ru a ry  1 6 , G e n e ra l H a lle c k * s  w o r r ie s
changed t o  jo y  a s  he  r e c e iv e d  w ord t h a t  P o r t  D onelson  had  
2
f a l l e n .  The U nion e le m e n ts  i n  S t .  L o u is  w en t mad w ith  jo y  
a t  th e  new s, and  H a l le c k , f o r g e t t i n g  h i s  la w y e r* s  d i g n i t y ,  
jo in e d  r i g h t  i n .
P u f f in g  v ig o r o u s ly  on  a  c i g a r ,  H a lle c k  o rd e re d  a  c l e r k  
t o  d i s t r i b u t e  two dozen  b a s k e t s  o f  champagne f o r  th e  crowd 
t h a t  g a th e r e d  o u t s id e  h i s  h e a d q u a r te r s  a t  th e  P l a n t e r ’ s  
H ouse, The g e n e r a l  t o l d  th e  c l e r k  t o  ” g iv e  p u b l ic  n o t ic e  
t h a t  I  s h a l l  s u s p e c t  th e  l o y a l t y  o f  any  m ale  r e s i d e n t  o f  
S t ,  L o u is  who c an  b e  fo u n d  s o b e r  enough t o  w a lk  o r  sp e ak
^ 0 . R . ,  V I I ,  6 0 9 ,6 1 7 . 
^ I b id , .  156 ,
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w ith in  th e  n e x t  h a l f  h o u r* "
W ith  h i s  m i l i t a r y  a b i l i t y  p u b l i c a l l y  v in d ic a te d  by  
th e  v i c t o r i e s  i n  T e n n e sse e , H a lle c k  im m e d ia te ly  lau n c h ed  
a  s t r o n g  o n s la u g h t  f o r  a  p ro m o tio n , " Make B u e l l ,  G ra n t and  
Pope m a jo r - g e n e ra ls  o f  v o lu n te e r s ,  " he w ro te  t o  G e n e ra l 
M c C le lla n , and g iv e  me command i n  th e  W est, I  a s k  t h i s  
i n  r e t u r n  f o r  F o r t s  Henry and  D o n e l s o n , A l t h o u g h  G e n e ra l  
M c C le lla n  f a i l e d  t o  g r a n t  H a lle c k * s  r e q u e s t  f o r  s o le  command 
i n  th e  W est, H a lle c k  was n o t  d is c o u ra g e d , an d  he im m e d ia te ly  
b eg an  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  new o f f e n s iv e  moves i n  h i s  t h e a t e r .
On F e b ru a ry  1&, H a lle c k  b e g a n  c o rre sp o n d in g  w i th  h i s  s u b o rd i ­
n a te ,  G e n e ra l  Jo h n  P ope , a b o u t th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  a n  o f f e n s iv e  
down th e  M is s i s s ip p i  R iv e r ,  W ith in  a  few  d ay s th e  som ewhat 
o u tsp o k e n  Pope was m oving so u th w ard  w ith  a  s t r o n g  arm y-navy  
f o r c e ,  i n v e s t i n g  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  s t ro n g h o ld  o f  Hew M ad rid ,
5
M is s o u r i ,  on  M arch 1 ,
F o r  s e v e r a l  day s a f t e r  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  F o r t  D o n e lso n , 
G ra n t was b u sy  w ith  th e  u s u a l  p o s t - b a t t l e  lo o s e  e n d s . T here  
w ere wounded t o  be  ta k e n  c a r e  o f  and p r i s o n e r s  to  be  moved 
n o rth w a rd .
^ /m b ro se , H a lle c k , 3 3 ; R ic h a rd so n , P e r s o n a l  H is to ry  o f  
Ü. S. G ra n t,  229 . A cco rd in g  t o  R ic h a rd so n , a  w ar c o r re s p o n d e n t,  
^ ü X e c k  made th e  fo l lo w in g  rem ark : " Humphî I f  G rant*  s  a  
d ru n k a rd  and  can  w in  su ch  v i c t o r i e s ,  I  s h a l l  i s s u e  a n  o r d e r  t h a t  
any  man fo u n d  s o b e r  i n  S t .  L o u is  t o - n i g h t ,  b e  p u n ish e d  b y  f i n e  
and in ç r i s o n m e n t ,” I b i d ,
R . ,  7 1 1 , 628 ,
^A m brose, H a lle c k . 3 6 .
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P rom oted  to  m ajo r g e n e r a l  o f  v o lu n te e r s  f o r  h i s  
v i c t o r y ,  G ra n t b u s i l y  managed a f f a i r s  a t  H enry  and D o n e lso n , 
v d iile  e n d e a v o rin g  to  p e rsu a d e  H a lle c k  to  la u n c h  some s o r t  
o f  new o f f e n s iv e  i n  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  C l a r k s v i l l e  and  Nash­
v i l l e ,  T e n n e sse e , G ra n t seem ed t o  th in k  t h a t  H a lle c k  was 
w arm ly i n  f a v o r  o f  a  v ig o ro u s  p u sh  so u th w a rd ,^  b u t  a c t u a l l y -  
th o u g h  unknown t o  h im s e l f ,  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  h e a d q u a r te r s  a t  
S t ,  L o u is  w ere  s lo w ly  d e t e r i o r a t i n g .  G ra n t b e g an  d is c u s s in g  
th e  q u e s t io n  o f  a n  o f f e n s iv e  w i th  th e  wounded n a v a l  o f f i c e r ,  
F o o te , The n a v a l  CCTnmander w as a i l  f o r  p u s h in g  on  to  
N a s h v i l le ,  and a c t u a l l y  b e g an  m aking p r e p a r a t io n s  w ith  h i s  
s u b o r d in a te  o f f i c e r s ,  when G e n e ra l  H a lle c k  te le g r a p h e d  G ra n t 
n o t  t o  1 s t  t h e  g u n b o a ts  advance  beyond C l a r k s v i l l e ,
On Sunday, F e b ru a ry  2 3 , G e n e ra l  H a lle c k  su d d e n ly  
changed h i s  m ind , and d e c id e d  t o  l e t  F o o te  and  G ra n t go on  
up th e  Cum berland R iv e r  t o  N a s h v i l le ,  p o s s ib ly  a s  a  means o f  
a id in g  G e n e ra l B u e l l ,  o r  p e rh a p s  t o  d e p r iv e  th e  l a t t e r  o f  a l l
g
th e  c r e d i t  f o r  t a k in g  th e  c i t y ,  W hatever h i s  m o tiv e s  w e re , 
H a lle c k  changed  h i s  m ind a g a in  on  T uesday upon l e a r n in g  t h a t
S , G ra n t t o  w if e ,  J u l i a ,  F e b ru a ry  2 4 , 1662, i n  
th e  U. S . G ra n t P a p e rs ,  16 4 4 -1 ^6 0 , I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  
L ib r a r y ,
7
0 ,  R . N .,  m i ,  6 2 2 , F o o te  w ro te  h i s  w if e  t h a t  he  
th o u g h t H a lle c k * s  o r d e r  was b a s e d  on  je a lo u s y  on  th e  p a r t  o f  
H a lle c k  and M c C le lla n , He t o l d  h e r  he  was g o in g  t o  r e p o r t  th e  
m a t te r  t o  th e  n a v y , and p r e d i c te d  t h e r e  w ould b e  a "row ” o v e r  
th e  m a t t e r .  I b i d . . 6 26 ,
®0. R . ,  V I I ,  7 ,6 5 5 .
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Q
B u e ll was alm ost i n  th e  c i t y . '
U n fo rtu n a te ly  f o r  th e  cause o f  Union h igh  echelon  
u n i ty ,  th e re  was a  bad communications fo u l-u p  between G rant
and H alleck , because o f  th e  g r e a t  d is ta n c e  invo lved  and th e
j
com parative in ex p erien ce  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c tiv e  s t a f f s .  On 
Monday, G rant had d ir e c te d  G eneral W illiam  h e lso n ’ s 
D iv is io n  (o f  B u e ll’ s  army, b u t o rdered  to  r e in fo rc e  G rant 
f o r  th e  Donelson campaign) to  proceed by t r a n s p o r t  and occupy 
N a s h v i l l e . B u e l l ,  who had reached  E d g e fie ld , on th e  oppo­
s i t e  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  from N a sh v ille , was fu r io u s  a t  G eneral 
N elson’ s a r r i v a l ,  f e a r in g  th a t  G eneral A lb e rt S idney Johnston  
m ight wheel around from M urfreesboro and a s s a u l t  th e  i s o la te d  
d iv is io n  b e fo re  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  army cou ld  be f e r r i e d  o v er. 
B u e ll req u es ted  G eneral C. F . Sm ith’ s D iv is io n  to  come to  
N ash v ille  a t  once a s  in su ran ce  a g a in s t  an  a t ta c k  by Johnston , 
and G ran t, who had n o t y e t  rece iv ed  H alleck ’ s  Tuesday o rd er 
r  esc ending th e  Sunday Cumberland advance o rd e r , s e n t Smith 
to  N ash v ille  on th e  2 6 th , and th en  went th e re  h im se lf  to  
co n fe r w ith  B u e ll.  ̂
Back in  S t .  Louis H alleck  was becoming in c re a s in g ly  
f r u s t r a te d  over a p e r s i s t e n t  la c k  o f  in fo rm atio n  from
%bid.. 677.
%̂bid.. 622; Grant, Memoirs, 163,l6l̂ . 
H
iJ . R ., V II , 944; G ran t, Memoirs. 164,
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Tennessee, He demanded o f  G eneral George Cttllum, command­
in g  a t  C a iro , as  to  «who s e a t  Sm ith’ s d iv is io n  to  R ash v ille?"  
He con tinued ;
I  o rdered  them ac ro ss  to  th e  Tennessee, where 
■ttiey a re  wanted im m ediately . Order them back . What i s  
th e  reaso n  t h a t  no one down th e re  can obey my o rders?  
Send a l l  spare  t r a n s p o r ts  to  G eneral G rant up th e  
Tennessee,
Cullum forw arded H alleck*s message to  G ran t, who 
im m ediately o rdered  most o f  h is  tro o p s  back to  P o rt Henry,^3 
On March 3 , H alleck  le a rn ed  from Cullum th a t  G rant had « ju s t  
re tu rn e d  from N a sh v ille ,"  on F ebruary  H alleck  p ro a ç tly
blew up, w r i t in g  M cClellan th a t  he had had no communications 
w ith  G rant f o r  more th a n  a week. Charging th a t  G rant had 
absented  h im se lf  from h is  command w ith o u t a u th o r i ty ,  going 
on a  p e r tin a c io u s  t r i p  to  N a sh v ille , H alleck , from th e  
vantage p o in t o f h is  com fortab le  h ead q u arte rs  in  S t ,  L ouis, 
claim ed th a t  G ran t’ s army «seems to  be as much dem oralized 
by th e  v ic to ry  o f  F o rt Donelson as was t h a t  o f  th e  Potomac 
by  th e  d e fe a t  o f  B u l l  Run,«^^ H alleck  went on t o  make h is  
famous s ta b  i n  th e  back:
I t  i s  hard  to  censure  a  su c c e s s fu l g e n e ra l imme­
d ia te ly  a f t e r  a v ic to ry ,  b u t I  th in k  he r i c h ly  deserves 
i t ,  I  can g e t  no r e tu r n s ,  no r r e p o r ts ,  no in fo rm ation  
o f any k ind  from him. S a t is f ie d  w ith  h i s  v ic to ry , he 
s i t s  down and enjoys i t  w ith o u t any re g a rd  to  th e  
^ t u r e ,  I  am w orn-out and t i r e d  w ith  t h i s  n e g le c t and 
in e f f ic ie n c y ,  C .F . Smith i s  alm ost th e  on ly  o f f ic e r  
equal to  th e  urgency®
3-2q. R. ,V I I ,674. ^3 I b id . , 677 ,6?g . ^ I b i d , , 676.
15l b i d , .  679, ^^ b i d ,;C o n g er,R ise o f  U .S .G ran t. 205,
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R eceiving H alleck»s b i t t e r  m iss iv e , G rant»s o ld  comrade 
from  re g u la r  army days, M c C l e l l a n , r e p l i e d  to  H alleck:
The f u tu re  success o f  our cause demands th a t  
p roceedings such a s  G rant»s should  a t  once be checked. 
G enerals m ust observe d is c ip l in e  as w e ll  -as p r iv a te  
s o ld ie r s .  Do n o t h e s i t a t e  to  a r r e s t  him a t  once i f  th e  
good o f th e  se rv ic e  r e q u i r e s . t h i s  as a p o s i t iv e  o rd e r  
i f  i t  w i l l  smooth your w ay ,-°
By th e  fo llo w in g  m orning, March 4 , H alleck  had an o th e r 
bee f o r  M cClellan»s e a r s .  He inform ed h is  su p e r io r  th a t  a 
rumor had reached  h ead q u arte rs  to  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  G eneral 
G rant was d rin k in g  h e a v ily , and t h a t  t h i s  accounted f o r  " h is  
n e g le c t o f  my o f te n  rep ea te d  o r d e r s , G o i n g  on to  ex p la in  
t h a t  he d id  n o t co n s id e r i t  a d v isa b le  to  a r r e s t  G rant j u s t  
y e t ,  H alleck  wound up by say ing  he had p laced  G eneral C, F , 
Smith in  charge o f  th e  proposed e x p e d itio n  up th e  Tennessee,^® 
Confused by th e  whole m a tte r .  G rant w ro te to  H alleck  
in  a  d esp e ra te  a ttem p t to  f in d  o u t what was wrong. He could 
n o t understand  why he was under a  b la c k  c lo u d . For s e v e ra l 
days th e  in k  flow ed f r e e ly  between th e  two men, w ith  G rant 
in c re a s in g ly  convinced th a t  he bad enemies on Halleck» s 
s t a f f  who were t r y in g  to  sabotage him ,^^
17*^Charles King, Ihe  True U lysses S. G ran t. (P h ila ­
d e lp h ia : 1914), 144. -- --------------- ----------- -----------
V II , 680.
^̂ Ibid, . 682 ^ b id .
I b i d , ,  X, p a r t  2 , 15; V II , 21. In  h is  Memoirs G ran t 
says most o f  th e  tro u b le  was caused by a te le g ra p h  o p e ra to r  
sym pathetic to  th e  C o n fed era tes .T h is  fe llo w  in te rc e p te d  most 
o f  G ra n t 's  d isp a tc h e s  b e fo re  d e s e r tin g  t o  the  S o u th ,Ib id ,,16?. 
See James H arriso n  W ilson, The L ife  o f  John A. Raw lins.
(New York: 1916),77 . -----------
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H alleck , e i th e r  s a t i s f i e d  th a t  G rant was re p e n ta n t o r  
in n o cen t, f i n a l l y  shelved  th e  whole m a tte r , a lthough  G rant 
d id  n o t im m ediately  resume command o f th e  Tennessee R iver 
ex p e d itio n . The p la n  f o r  th e  p r o je c t  s ta r t e d  on March 1, 
when H alleck  o rd ered  G rant to  proceed up th e  r i v e r  and wreck 
C onfederate communications a t  E a s tp o rt and C o rin th , M is s is s ip p i,  
and Jackson and Humboldt, Tennessee, The ex p e d itio n  was more 
in  th e  form o f  a r a id  th an  an in v a s io n , and G rant was d ire c te d  
n o t to  p ic k  a  f i g h t  w ith  an y th in g  he could  n o t h an d le ,
F ive days l a t e r  G eneral H alleck  changed th e  d i r e c t iv e  
fo r  th e  e x p e d itio n  s l i g h t l y ,  say ing  th e  army should  "encamp 
a t  SavannahD^ennesse^ u n le ss  th re a te n e d  by s u p e r io r  numbers,
On March 6 , G eneral W illiam  T, Sherman, i n  command a t  
Paducah, Kentucky, n o t i f ie d  H alleck  th a t  he had le a rn ed  o f  th e  
p resence  o f  a  " la rg e  fo rc e  o f  r e b e ls  , , .  c o l le c te d  a t  E as t­
p o r t  , , ,  and a ls o  a t  C o rin th ,"  Sherman went on to  t e l l  H alleck  
th a t  th e  C onfedera te  fo rc e  was " es tim ated  a t  20,000; engaged 
f o r t i f y in g  a t  b o th  p l a c e s , O n  th e  b a s is  o f t h i s  in fo rm atio n  
H alleck  decided  th a t  Sherman’ s command should  l in k  up w ith  
G eneral Sm ith’ s column f o r  the Tennessee e x p e d i t i o n , T h e  
ex p ed itio n a ry  fo rc e  formed up i n  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  F o r t Henry,
R ., V II, 674. 
^^I b id . ,  X, p a r t  2 , 7 . 
^̂ Ibid. , 12,
^^ Ib id ,
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There were to  be f iv e  d iv is io n s :  Sherman^s, McClernand’ s ,
Lew W allace’ s ,  C . F .  Sm ith’ s ,  and a  brand  new one under 
B r ig a d ie r  G eneral S tephen À. H uribu t.
A p o l i t i c a l  ap p c in te e , the  South G aro lin a -b o m  K urlbut 
had been P re s id e n t L in co ln ’ s s p e c ia l  em issary  to  C h a rles to n  
d u rin g  th e  c r i s i s  a t  t h a t  p lace  th e  y ea r b e f o r e , F o r t y -  
s ix  y ea rs  o ld , H uribu t was th e  son o f  a M assach u se tts-b o m  
U n ita r ia n  m in is te r ,  who m arried  a C h arlesto n  g i r l  and made 
h is  haae a t  t h a t  p la c e . As a youth  H uribut s tu d ied  law , and 
■Kas adm itted  to  th e  b a r .  During one o f  th e  in te rm in ab le  
Seminole u p r is in g s  i n  F lo r id a  he se rv ed  as  a d ju ta n t o f  a 
South C a ro lin a  reg im ent o f  v o lu n te e rs . I n  1ÔA5, he 
im m igrated to  B e lv id e re , I l l i n o i s ,  vdiere he ev e n tu a lly  
jo in e d  th e  R epublican  p a r ty .  Serving a s  a member o f  th e  
s t a t e  l e g i s l a tu r e  when th e  war broke o u t, he was appo in ted  
b r ig a d ie r  g e n e ra l o f  v o lu n te e rs  on June 14, lS 6l .  A 
r a th e r  c o r ru p t man, H uribu t a lso  had a deep fondness f o r  th e  
whiskey b o t t l e ,  which does n o t seem however to  have handi­
capped h is  m i l i ta r y  d u t i e s , O f  about average h e ig h t, 
H uribut had dark  g ray  ey es, a s h o r t nose, a f l o r i d  complex­
io n , and c lo s e  cropped c h e s tn u t h a i r ,^ ^
^ ^ i l l i a m s ,  L in co ln  F inds A G en era l. I l l ,  275,
^W arn e r, G enerals in  B lue«245: Payson Shumway D iary , 
March 25, 1^62, i n  th e  Payson Z. Shumway P apers, I l l i n o i s  
S ta te  H is to r ic a l  L ib ra ry ,
few York T ribune. February  15 , IS64 ,
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Of th e  f iv e  d iv is io n a l  commanders, G eneral Sherman 
and G eneral C. F. Smith were th e  only  p ro fe s s io n a l s o ld ie r s ,  
b u t th e  o th e r  th re e  possessed  a t  l e a s t  a~ l i t t l e  m il i ta ry  
ex p erien ce , i f  o n ly  a t  th e  company grade l e v e l .  G eneral 
Lew W allace was th e  son o f  West P o in t g rad u a te  a n l  one tim e 
governor o f  In d ian a , David W allace, Even as a  c h i ld  Lew 
showed p a r t i c u la r  i n t e r e s t  i n  m i l i ta r y  a f f a i r s  and, a t  th e  
age o f  f i f t e e n ,  en te red  a m i l i t i a  company in  In d ia n a p o lis , 
In d ian a , At th e  s t a r t  o f  th e  Mexican War, th e  n in e teen  
y ea r o ld  m ilitiam an  jo in ed  th e  F i r s t  In d ian a  V o lun teers, 
r i s in g  to  th e  ran k  o f  f i r s t  l ie u te n a n t ,  a lth o u g h  unable to  
p a r t ic ip a te  in  any combat a c t i v i t i e s ,  much to  h is  d isa p p o in t­
ment, A jack  o f  a l l  t r a d e s ,  W allace l e f t  th e  army to  s tu d y  
p o l i t i c s ,  h is to ry  and law , f i n a l l y  enterin^; th e  s ta te  se n a te  
i n  1Ô56* The fu tu re  au th o r o f  Ben-Kur s ta r te d  h is  v a r ie d  
C iv il  War c a re e r  as  s t a t e  a d ju ta n t  g en e ra l under In d ia n a 's  
famous war governor, O liv e r M orton, L a te r  commissioned 
co lo n e l o f  th e  E leventh  In d ian a  V o lu n teers , th e  th i r ty - th r e e  
y e a r  o ld  W allace took  p a r t  i n  o p e ra tio n s  in  w estern  V irg in ia  
in  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  y e a r . He was promoted to  b r ig a d ie r  
g e n e ra l o f  v o lu n te e rs  on September 3 , 1Ô61, and was advanced 
to  th e  rank  o f  m ajor g en e ra l on March 21, 1Ô62, because o f  
h is  s e rv ic e s  a t  F o rt Donelson,
G eneral John A lexander McClernand was b o m  in  Kentucky
2 9 irv in g  McKee. "Ben Hur" W allace; The L ife  o f  G eneral 
lew  W allace. (B erkley: 1947), l-/jS I '
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i n  iÔ12, b u t grew up i n  I l l i n o i s ,  L argely  s e lf -e d u c a te d , 
he was adm itted  to  th e  b a r  in  1^32 , b u t took  tim e o f f  from 
h is  le g a l  d u tie s  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  B lack Hawk War, A 
good p a r ty  Democrat, McClernand ro se  r a p id ly  in  th e  ranks o f  
th e  s t a t e  o rg a n iz a tio n , and in  i 860, was an u n su ccessfu l 
can d id a te  f o r  th e  sp eak ersh ip  o f  th e  House o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s . 
To r a l l y  Democratic su p p o rt f o r  th e  war e f f o r t ,  P re s id e n t 
L inco ln  appo in ted  McClernand a b r ig a d ie r  g e n e ra l o f  volun­
t e e r s ,  ran k in g  from May 1861, A v e te ra n  o f Belmont and 
F o rt D onelson, th e  I l i i n o i a n  possessed  th e  m ost combat e x p e ri­
ence o f  any o f  G ra n t 's  o f f i c e r s ;  u n fo r tu n a te ly  he a lso
30possessed  th e  g r e a te s t  amount o f  c o n c e it .
W ith t h i s  cho ice c o l le c t io n  o f g e n e ra ls  G rant s e t  to  
work w ith  Smith to  f i t  o u t th e  proposed r i v e r  ex p ed itio n .
As th in g s  worked o u t, Sherm an's d iv is io n , now numbered th e  
F i f t h ,  was th e  f i r s t  to  head f o r  th e  h e a r t  o f  enemy t e r r i t o r y .  
The d iv is io n  was embarked oü i t s  tr a n s p o r ts  on March 6 , 7 and 
8 , The F i r s t  B rigade, th e  F o r t i e th  I l l i n o i s ,  and th e  F o rty -  
s ix th  Ohio, d id  n o t b o th e r to  w a it f o r  th e  r e s t  o f th e  
eaQjedition, b u t d ep arted  on t h e i r  own, loaded  on th e  r iv e r  
b o a ts  Sai l : e  L i s t , Golden G ate , «I. B, Adams, and th e  Leyinpr— 
to n ,^ ^  The b r ig a d e , under C olonel S. G. H icks, reached
a . B ., I I ,  $87,588.
Campaigns ^  Kentucky and Tennessee, 109: Sherman. 
Memoirs. 22o . '
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Savazmah on March 8 and 9» a f t e r  a speedy and q u ie t  passage.
2h.e r e s t  of th e  d i v i s i o n ,  w hich  was j u s t  th e n  lo a d in g  u p ,
o n ly  a r r iv e d  i n  Savannah l a t e  on î-îarch 1 1 , and e a r ly  March
1 2 . Sherman c a s t i g a t e d  C o lo n e l H icks and C o lo n e l Thomas
W o rth in g to n  o f th e  F o r t y - s i x t h  O hio, f o r  g o in g  o f f  on t h e i r
32
own; b u t at- l e a s t  th e y  h ad  a r r iv e d  s a f e l y .
The p a ssa g e  o f  Sherm an*s Second , T h ird  and  F o u r th
B rig a d e s  were f a i r l y  u n e v e n t f u l ,  b u t  th e y  d id ,  how ever, g e t
a  b ap tism  of f i r e .  A C o n fe d e ra te  bushw acker f i r e d  a  m usket
s h o t  a t  th e  F o r ty - e ig h th  O h io 's  s te a m e r , and a l th o u g h  th e
33
b a l l  m isse d , t h e r e  was a  good d e a l  o f  e x c i te m e n t .
On I'larch 1 2 , G e n e ra l  Sm ith  a r r i v e d  i n  Savannah w ith
34
th e  advance e le m e n ts  o f  th e  r e s t  o f  h i s  arm y. T h e ir
p a ssa g e  had been l i t t l e  more e x c i t i n g  th a n  t h a t  o f  S herm an 's
d i v i s i o n ,  a lth o u g h  t h e r e  w ere a  few  e v e n t f u l  m om ents. Three
members of th e  F o r t y - s i x t h  I l l i n o i s  f e l l  o v e rb o a rd  from
t h e i r  s te a m e r, and  w ere drowned i n  th e  s w o lle n  r i v e r  b e fo re
35
anyone co u ld  h e lp  them . One member o f  th e  T h i r t e e n th  Iowa.
32
Gampaigns i n  K entucky and  T e n n e sse e . 109; John 
B e rin g  and Thomas M ontgom ery, H is to ry  o f  th e  F o r ty - e ig h th  
Ohio V s te ra n  V o lu n te e r  I n f a n t r y .  ( H i l l s b o r o :  1 8 0 0 ) , 15; 
Shezrman, M em oirs. 226 .
33
B ering  and  M ontgom ery, H is to ry  o f th e  F o r ty - e ig h th
O hio, 1 5 .
54
Campaigns i n  K entucky and  T e n n e sse e , 1 1 1 .
35
Thomas Jo n es, Complete H is to ry  of th e  4 6 th  
Regiment I l l i n o i s  V o lun teer In fa n try . (H. p . : H. d . ) , 287 .
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f e l l  o v e rb o a rd  from  th e  H iaw atha and san k  b e fo r e  anyone
c o u ld  r e s c u e  him . The E ig h th  Iow a’ s  s te a m e r was bushw acked
a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from  S avannah , and one s o l d i e r  was k i l l e d
and  a n o th e r  wounded. On b o a rd  th e  s te a m e r A rg y le , t h e
F i f ty - s e v e n th  I l l i n o i s  had  one man wounded i n  th e  arm  b y  a
37S o u th e rn  p a r t i s a n .  The F o u r te e n th  Iow a, on b o a rd  t h e  
A u to c ra t , had  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r y i n g  e x p e r ie n c e . The s o l ­
d i e r s  h e a rd  a trem endous sound i n  th e  r e a r  o f  t h e i r  b o a t ,  
and c o n fu s io n  re ig n e d  f o r  a moment, a s  th e  men b e l ie v e d  th e y  
w ere  u n d e r  f i r e .  B u t f i n a l l y  th e  low ans d is c o v e re d  t h a t  th e  
com m otion was cau sed  b y  t h e i r  p a d d le  w heel becom ing e n ta n g le d  
w i th  a  t r e e .  I t  to o k  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c h o p p in g , and an  e v en  
l a r g e r  amount o f  sw e a r in g , b e fo r e  th e  c i v i l i a n  crew  and th e  
s o l d i e r s  f i n a l l y  c u t  th e  t r e e  lo o s e .
The E i g h t y - f l ^ s t  O hio sh ip p e d  on b o a rd  th e  s te a m e r  
M e te o r , one o f  th e  l a r g e s t  o f  th e  M is s i s s ip p i  R iv e r  p a c k e ts ,
A c a r n i v a l  a tm osphere  r e ig n e d  on b o a rd  th e  s h ip ,  f o r  G overnor 
Y a tes  o f  I l l i n o i s  was on b o a rd , b e s id e s  num erous l a d i e s  
b e lo n g in g  to  th e  o f f i c e r s .  T here w ere h o rs e s  and m ules t i e d
_ Thomas, S o ld x e r  L i f e ; S . M. B y e rs , Iowa I n  War T im es. 
(Des M oines: x S 8 s ) , 4 9 7 . The re g im e n t’ s t o t a l  c a s u a l t i e s  
w ere two k i l l e d  and t h r e e  wounded i n  th e  e x p e d i t io n .  I b i d ,
^"^Adolph Engelm ann to  w if e ,  M ina, M arch 1 2 , 1862 , 
A dolph Engelmann P a p e rs ,  I l l i n o i s  S t a te  H i s t o r i c a l  L ib r a iy ,
^^Thomas, S o ld i e r  L i f e .
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up on th e  m ain  d e c k , and b o x es o f  arm y s u p p l ie s  and f u e l  f o r  
th e  s h i p ’ s  e n g in e s  to o k  up th e  e x t r a  s p a c e . The e n l i s t e d  
men d in e d  on  h a rd ta c k  and raw  p o rk , d r in k in g  T en n essee  R iv e r  
w a te r ,  d ip p e d  up i n  b u c k e ts  w ith  ro p e s  a t t a c h e d .  Some o f  
th e  p r i v a t e s  b ro k e  open c a s e s  packed  n e a r  th e  bow o f  th e  
s h ip  and found  th e y  c o n ta in e d  c r a c k e r s ,  c h e e s e , b o lo g n a , and 
o th e r  e a t a b l e s ,  p r o p e r ty  o f  an  army s u t l e r .  The E i g h t y - f i r s t  
had  one e x h i l i r a t i n g  moment when C o n fe d e ra te  g u e r r i l l a s  
su d d e n ly  opened f i r e  on th e  b o a t  im m e d ia te ly  b e h in d  them , th e  
B la c k  W a r r io r , No one was k i l l e d ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  e n l i s t e d  men 
w ere wounded, and th e  F é d é ra is  r e t a l i a t e d  b y  s p ra y in g  th e  
banks o f  th e  T ennessee  w i th  m usket b a l l s ,
On b o a rd  th e  s te a m e r  C o n t in e n ta l , th e  T w e n ty - f i f th  
M is s o u r i  had  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  bad  t im e , a l th o u g h  i t  f a i l e d  to  
dampen t h e i r  s p i r i t s .  S p a rk s  from  th e  s h i p ’ s  f u n n e ls  b u rn ed  
th e  s o l d i e r s ’ c lo th in g ,  t h e i r  b l a n k e t s ,  and  even t h e i r  f a c e s  
and  h a n d s . T h e ir  o n ly  r a t i o n s  w ere h a rd  b re a d  and hog jo w ls ,  
p lu s  a  l i t t l e  c o f f e e  made from  th e  r a t h e r  muddy and f r e q u e n t ly  
p o l lu t e d  T ennessee  R iv e r  w a te r .  The d i e t  w orked havoc w ith  
t h e i r  i n t e s t i n e s ,  b u t  m o ra le  rem ained  h ig h ,  and th e s e  s o l d i e r s  
made th e  r i v e r  r i n g  w i th  s t r a i n s  o f  m u s ic ,"  We’ l l  hang J e f f
39 .P h i l  J o rd a n  and C h a r le s  Thcmias ( e d s , ) ,  " R em in is­
c e n c e s  o f  An Ohio V o lu n te e r ,” Ohio A rc h e o lo g ic a l  and 
H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r te r ly . XLVIII ( ùctoT aer, S J ? ) ,5 0 9 7 5 ^0 , F o r 
a  co m p le te  l i s t i n g  o f  th e  v e s s e l s  s e e  T. M. H u rs t ,  ” B a t t l e  
o f  S h i lo h ,” The A m erican  H i s t o r i c a l  M agazine and T ennessee  
S o c ie ty  Q u a r te r ly . Y ÏÏ  ( J a n u a ry ,  19021, 3 1 -3 3 ,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
I l l
40
D av is  on a  s o u r  a p p le  t r e e , "  and  o th e r  p a t r i o t i c  d i t t i e s .
By re g im e n ts ,  b r ig a d e s  and d i v i s i o n s ,  th e  Army o f  
t h e  T ennessee  g r a d u a l ly  a ssem b led  a t  S avannah , and  on th e  
m orning o f  M arch 1 4 , G e n e ra l  S m ith  o rd e re d  Sherm an t o  ta k e  
h i s  command up t o  E a s tp o r t ,  M is s i s s i p p i ,  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  
d e s t r o y in g  th e  r a i l r o a d  t h e r e .  As Sherman* s t r a n s p o r t s  
moved up  th e  r i v e r ,  a b o u t e i g h t  m ile s  from  S avannah , p e rh a p s  
t h e  g e n e r a l 's  e y es  n o t ic e d  a  b u rn ed  o u t  b u i ld in g  a to p  a  b l u f f ,  
a b o u t e ig h t  m ile s  from  h i s  d e s t i n a t i o n ;  and  i f  he  c o n s u l te d  
h i s  map, he  le a r n e d  t h a t  th e  p la c e  was c a l l e d  P i t t s b u r g ,  o r  
P i t t s b u r g  L an d in g , The r u in e d  s t r u c t u r e  was th e  rem a in in g  
e v id e n c e  o f  a  s h a rp  s k i r m is h  o c c u r r in g  a t  P i t t s b u r g  a b o u t two 
weeks e a r l i e r ,  on  M arch 1 ,  T h is  engagem ent had  b e en  b ro u g h t  
on by  L ie u te n a n t  W illiam  Gwin, commanding a  s m a ll  p a t r o l  
f o r c e  composed o f  h i s  own g u n b o a t, t h e  T y le r , and L ie u te n a n t  
Jam es S h irk ,  o f  th e  L e x in g to n ,
H aving le a r n e d  t h a t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  w e re  f o r t i f y i n g  
P i t t s b u r g ,  Gwin d e c id e d  to  la u n c h  an  a t t a c k  on  t h a t  p la c e ,a n d  
a b o u t noon, M arch 1 , s team ed  up to  P i t t s b u r g ,  One o r  more 
C o n fe d e ra te  f i e l d  p ie c e s  commenced f i r i n g ,  b u t  t h e  two 
g u n b o a ts  opened up w ith  t h e i r  32 -p o u n d ers  and  5 - in c h e r s ;  and 
b e in g  h e a v i ly  ou tw eighed  b y  th e  gunboats*  s u p e r io r  f i r e  pow er, 
th e  S o u th e rn e rs  soon  b ro k e  o f f  th e  a c t i o n .  F o r  some re a s o n
^  C h a r le s  M orton , " O pening  o f  th e  B a t t l e  o f  S h i lo h ,"  
War P a p e r  No, 8 8 , Commandery o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C olum bia, 
M i l i t a r y  O ra e r  o f  th e  L o y a l L eg io n  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,
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Gwin decided to  d e s tro y  a house on th e  h i l l  n ea r where th e  
C onfederates had f i r e d  f r o m ,^
S a ilo rs  and members o f  Company K, T liirty -second  
I l l i n o i s  V o lu n tee rs , were qu5.ckiy on board  th e  gunboats^ 
lau n ch es . Rowing over to  th e  Landing, th e  I l l i no ia n s  q u ic k ly  
landed  and moved o u t and up to  th e  to p  o f th e  b lu f f ,  where 
th e y  ra n  in to  a detachm ent from th e  E ig h teen th  L ou isiana  
I n fa n try  Regiment, Gwin*s s a i lo r s  sp e e d ily  went to  work 
s e t t in g  f i r e  to  th e  house, w h ile  th e  crew o f  th e  b ig g e s t  
launch  opened up w ith  sh rap n e l from t h e i r  12-pound b o a t how it­
z e r ,  The gunboats continued  u sin g  t h e i r  b ig  tu b es  to  keep 
th e  L ouisianans a t  bay , away from t h e i r  lan d in g  p a r ty .
D esp ite  the  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  th e  L ou isiana  s o ld ie r s  swarmed 
ov er th e  b lu f f ,  ra k in g  th e  d em o litio n  p a r ty  w ith  heavy 
b l a s t s  o f  m usketry . I n  danger o f  being  overwhelmed, th e  lan d ­
in g  p a r ty  f i n a l l y  took  to  th e  b o a ts , and rowed back to  th e  
L exington and T y le r,  The C onfedera tes peppered th e  two gun­
b o a ts  w ith  s tro n g  b la s t s  o f  m usketry f o r  some m inutes b e fo re  
w ithdraw ing. F ed e ra l lo s s e s  f o r  th e  b r i e f  engagement were 
two k i l l e d ,  s ix  wounded and th re e  m iss in g , Gwin e s ta b lis h e d  
th e  Louisianans* lo s s e s  a t  tw enty k i l l e d  and one hundred 
wounded, although  no C onfederate account o f  th e  a c tio n  m entions 
any Southern lo s s e s ,
Whatever Sherman*s o b se rv a tio n s  w ere, h is  i n t e r e s t  in
R ., V II, 435 ; 0 . R. K ., XXII, 643-647, 
^^0, R ., V II, 435; 0 . R. K ., XXII, 643-647,033.
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P i t t s b u r g  g r e a t l y  in c r e a s e d  when L ie u te n a n t  Gwin gave  him  
t h e  f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  M arch 1 s t  a f f a i r .  When th e  n a v a l  
o f f i c e r  m en tio n ed  t h a t  P i t t s b u r g  was t h e  u s u a l  la n d in g  
p l a c e  f o r  th e  p e o p le  g o in g  t o  C o r in th ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  Sherm an 
d e c id e d  t h a t  F e d e ra l  o c c u p a tio n  o f  th e  p o in t  m ig h t be v e ry  
u s e f u l .
S en d in g  w ord b a c k  to  G e n e ra l Sm ith  a b o u t  th e  d e s i r ­
a b i l i t y  o f  p o s t in g  a  f o r c e  a t  t h e  L an d in g , G e n e ra l  Sherman 
c o n tin u e d  on  u p  th e  r i v e r  u n t i l  h e  re a c h e d  E a s tp o r t ,  
O b se rv in g  C o n fe d e ra te  gu n  p o s i t i o n s  th ro u g h  h i s  g l a s s e s ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  t r o o p  m ovem ents, t h e  g e n e r a l  o rd e re d  h i s  f o r c e  to  
d ro p  b a c k  down t o  Y e l lo r  G reek , s e v e r a l  m ile s  above th e  
town,^^
A t 7  o 'c lo c k  P . Me, on i h e  1 4 th ,  th e  F i f t h  D iv is io n  
b e g a n  i t s  d is e m b a rk a t io n  a t  t h e  m outh o f  Y ellow  C re ek , The 
p l a n  was t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  F i f t h  O hio C a v a lry , u n d e r  M ajor 
E . G. R ic k e r ,  was t o  move overlaikL  t o  a  p o i n t  n e a r  B u rn s­
v i l l e ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  on  t h e  Memphis and C h a r le s to n  R a i l r o a d ,  
and  c u t  th e  t r a c k  t h e r e .  The i n f a n t r y  and a r t i l l e r y  was t o  
f o l lo w  on  th e  15 t h ,  and was t o  c a p tu re  and d e s t r o y  th e  
C o n fe d e ra te  r a i l r o a d  r e p a i r  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  B u r n s v i l l e .
The c a v a l r y  l e f t  a b o u t  11 P . M ,, a m id s t  a  heavy  r a i l -  
f a l l .  A bout 3 A, M ., C o lo n e l H icks* F i r s t  B r ig a d e  moved o u t  
a lo n g  th e  r o u t e  th e  c a v a l r y  had  ta k e n .  By 4 o 'c l o c k .  C o lo n e l
^^Sherm an, M em oirs.  2 2 7 ,
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D avid  S t i i a r t^ s  Second B rig a d e  was u n lo ad e d  and h e ad in g  i n ­
l a n d ,  w h ile  th e  two re m a in in g  b r ig a d e s  fo llo w e d  a t  d a y l i g h t .  
A lm ost im m e d ia te ly  e v e ry th in g  b eg an  g o in g  wrong f o r  
th e  F é d é r a i s .  The la n d s c a p e  was a l r e a d y  v e ry  soggy  frcsm th e  
h eav y  r a i n f a l3 . , a n d , i n s t e a d  o f  s la c k in g  o f f ,  th e  downpour 
m e re ly  in c r e a s e d .  The te m p e ra tu re  was below  th e  f r e e z in g  
p o i n t ,  and h o r s e s  and men a l i k e  w ere soon  so ak ed  th ro u g h  and 
th ro u g h  w ith  i c y  w a te r .  The r a i n  f i n a l l y  d id  s to p  f o r  a w h ile ,  
b u t  th e n  i t  b eg an  t o  snow. The s o l d i e r s  w ere n o t  o n ly  c o ld  
and m is e r a b le ,  b u t  had o n ly  th e  v a g u e s t  id e a  o f  w hat th e  
e x p e d i t io n  was a l l  a b o u t.
A bout f o u r  and a  h a l f  m ile s  o u t  from  th e  la n d in g  p o i n t ,  
th e  e x c u r s io n  was s to p p e d  by  a  b a d ly  f lo o d e d  unnamed s tre a m . 
C o lo n e l H icks and  h i s  men t r i e d  t o  p u t  a  te m p o ra ry  b r id g e  
a c r o s s  i t  a t  t h e  s h a l lo w e s t  p o i n t ,  b u t  w ith  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s .  
Then M ajo r R i c k e r 's  c a v a l r y  showed up on  th e  o p p o s i te  s id e  
o f  th e  t a r g e t ,  f o r c in g  them  to  t u r n  b a c k . U sing  th e  v e ry  
u n s ta b le  H ic k s ' b r id g e ,  th e  c a v a l r y  managed to  r e j o i n  th e  
m ain  b o d y . The w a te r  was r i s i n g  a l l  a ro u n d  th e  l i t t l e  arm y, 
and G e n e ra l Sherm an d e c id e d  t o  r e t u r n  to  th e  t r a n s p o r t s .
H a lf  drowned and h a l f  f r o z e n ,  th e  s o l d i e r s  w alked 
th ro u g h  th r e e  f e e t  deep  w a te r  to  r e a c h  th e  b o a t s .  The guns 
o f  th e  S ix th  In d ia n a  B a t t e r y  had  to  be  d is a s se m b le d  and 
c a r r i e d  b ack  to  th e  t r a n s p o r t s  p ie c e  by  p i e c e ,  so  deep  was 
th e  w a te r .  F i n a l l y  by  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  noon , th e  w hole 
d i v i s i o n  b ask ed  i n  th e  s e c u r i t y  and c o m p a ra tiv e  warmth o f
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44th e  r i v e r  s te am ers*
U ndism ayed b y  th e  w hole  m essy  b u s in e s s ,  Sherm an de­
c id e d  t o  t r y  a n o th e r  la n d in g  a t  a  p o in t  somewhere c lo s e r  t o  
E a s tp o r t ,  i n  th e  hope o f  f i n d in g  h ig h e r  and d r y e r  l a n d .  The 
g u n b o a ts  and  t r a n s p o r t s  moved on up th e  r i v e r  t o  th e  mouth 
o f  I n d ia n  C re e k , b u t  th e  w hole s h o re  was subm erged by  h ig h  
w a te r .  T ry a s  h e  m ig h t, Sherm an co u ld  f i n d  no s u i t a b l e  
p la c e  to  l a n d .
F i n a l l y  l a t e  i n  th e  a f te r n o o n  o f  th e  1 5 th ,  Sherman 
d e c id e d  to  t r y  and  la n d  a t  P i t t s b u r g ,  b u t  upon  r e a c h in g  
t h a t  p o in t  h e  fo u n d  G e n e ra l H u r ib u t  and p a r t  o f  t h e  F o u r th  
D iv is io n  w a i t in g  o f f  s h o re  i n  t h e i r  t r a n s p o r t s .  D u rin g  th e  
n ig h t  ” Gump ” steam ed  down to  Savannah to  r e p o r t  t o  G e n e ra l 
S m ith , H aving s e e n  th e  r i v e r  s t e a d i l y  r i s e .  S m ith  u n d e r­
s to o d  why th e  e x p e d i t io n  had  f a i l e d ,  and h e  d e c id e d  to  t r y  a  
new t a c t ,
Sherm an was o rd e re d  to  r e t u r n  to  P i t t s b u r g  w ith  h i s  
d i v i s i o n  and d ise m b a rk  t h e r e .  Sm ith  a l s o  i s s u e d  o r d e r s  f o r  
G e n e ra l H u r ib u t t o  la n d  t h e r e  a l s o .  The arm y commander was 
to  s h o r t l y  f o l lo w  i n  a  few  d a y s , and th e n  a n  advance  c o u ld  be
R , ,  X, p a r t  1 , 2 2 ,2 3 ,2 0 ,3 0 ;  Sherm an, M a a o lrs . 
227; R o b e rt Flem m ing, " The B a t t l e  o f  S h ilo h  As A P r i v a t e  
Saw I t , "  S k e tc h e s  o f  War H is to ry  1S61-1S65. P a p e rs  P re ­
p a re d  ^  Command e ry  o f  jthe S t a t e  o f  O h io . M i l i t a r y  
O rd e r  o f ^ tf a e L o y a l  L eg io n  o f  th e ^ U n ite d  S t a t e s .  V l.
I C in c in n a t i :  1 9 0 8 ) , 133; L . B i ë ï e r  , « s i i i l o h ,"  s k e tc h  
i n  th e  M is c e lla n e o u s  C o l le c t io n s  a t  S h ilo h  N a t io n a l  M i l i t a r y  
P a rk ,
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made to w ard  th e  enemy.
Accom panied by  L ie u te n a n t  C o lo n e l M cPherson, Sherm an 
moved o v e r  t o  P i t t s b u r g  and b eg an  p r e p a r a t i o n s  to  e x e c u te  
t h e  r a i l r o a d  c u t t i n g  o r d e r  w ith  h i s  d i v i s i o n .  W ith  th e  
t r o o p s  d isem barked  a t  th e  L an d in g , Sherm an, M cPherson, and 
a  few  h a r r i e d  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  ro d e  o u t  t o  B e th e l ,  T en n e sse e , 
a b o u t t h r e e  m ile s  aw ay. The l 6 t h  was Sunday, b u t  t h e r e  was 
t o  be  l i t t l e  r e s t  f o r  Sherm an and h i s  b u sy  s t a f f .  As soon  
a s  he  r e tu r n e d  from  h i s  p e r s o n a l  r e c o n n a is s a n c e  to  B e th e l ,  
Sherm an d e c id e d  to  sen d  a  s t r o n g e r  p a r t y  o u t  t o  d e te rm in e  
th e  l o c a l  enen^  s t r e n g t h ,  and i f  p o s s ib l e  c u t  th e  r a i l r o a d .
The F i f t h  O hio C a v a lry , now s tu r d y  v e te r a n s  o f  th e  
soggy  E a s tp o r t  e x p e d i t io n ,  was a g a in  g iv e n  th e  t a s k  o f  r a i l ­
r o a d  b u r s t i n g .  A bout 6 o ’ c lo c k  Sunday e v e n in g , th e  re g im e n t ,  
u n d e r  L ie u te n a n t  C o lo n e l Thomas H e a th , s e t  o u t ,  t o  be  
fo l lo w e d  a b o u t s i x  h o u rs  l a t e r  by  Sherm an’ s  F i r s t  I n f a n t r y  
B r ig a d e ,  now l e d  by  i t s  new ly a r r i v e d  c o lo n e l ,  Jo h n  M cDowell, 
b r o t h e r  o f  th e  i l l - f a t e d  G e n e ra l I r v i n  McDowell o f  M anassas 
fam e ,^ ^  F o r some r e a s o n  Sherman was c o u n tin g  on  th e  C onfed­
e r a t e s  b e in g  c o m p le te ly  a s l e e p .  H is o r d e r s  w ere  n o t  t o  p ic k
^ ^ 0 , R . , X, p a r t  1 , 2 3 ,2 4 ; Sherm an, M em oirs. 22B.
^ C am p a ig n s  i n  K e n tu c ^  and T en n e sse e . 109 , 123;
0 .  R . , X, p a r t  1 ,  24* C o lo n e l M cb'ow ill was s e n io r  t o  
Ï Ïb lo n e l  H ic k s , and  when h i s  re g im e n t ,  th e  S ix th  Iow a, 
a r r i v e d  and  w as a s s ig n e d  t o  th e  F i f t h  D iv i s io n ,  h e  n a t u r a l l y  
to o k  o v e r  th e  command o f  th e  F i r s t  B r ig a d e ,  E p h ra in  J ,
H a r t ,  H is to r y  o f  th e  F o r t i e t h  I l l i n o i s  I n f a n t r y .  ( C in c in n a t i ;  
1864), 81.
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a  f i g h t  w ith  any l a r g e  enemy f o r c e ,  and  he was r e l u c t a n t  
to  ta k e  any b ig  c h a n c e s  u n t i l  more t ro o p s  a r r i v e d .
The o th e r  b r ig a d e s  w ere  su p p o sed  to  fo l lo w  M cDowell’ s 
men, b u t  th e  movement was c a n c e le d  when th e  c a v a l r y  r e tu r n e d  
w ith  a  r e p o r t  t h a t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  w ere  o u t  i n  f o r c e  
a c ro s s  th e  p ro p o se d  l i n e  o f  a d v a n c e . A t a  c o s t  o f  f o u r  
wounded, C o lo n e l H eath  engaged C o n fe d e ra te  p ic k e ts  on th e  
C o r in th  Road, c a p tu r in g  two e n l i s t e d  men. C o lo n e l H ea th ’ s 
r e p o r t ,  coming on to p  o f  a  Sunday p a t r o l  r e p o r t  o f  enemy 
t ro o p  movements i n  th e  a r e a ,  c o n v in c ed  Sherm an t h a t  th e  
e le m e n t o f  s u r p r i s e  was c o m p le te ly  g o n e , Sherman o rd e re d  
th e  i n f a n t r y  and c a v a l r y  b a ck  to  th e  L and ing  a r e a ,  and th e r e  
d i r e c t e d  th e  w hole d i v i s i o n  t o  encam p.
On M o n d ay ,H u rib u t’ s  d i v i s i o n  d isem b ark ed  and a l s o
47encamped i n  th e  L and ing  a r e a .  M eanw hile a n o th e r  Union 
f o r c e  had  la n d e d  n e a r  Sherm an, T h is  was t h e  T h ird  D iv is io n ,  
u n d e r  th e  I n d ia n a - b o rn  a u th o r - g e n e r a l .  Lew W a lla c e .
When th e  army a r r i v e d  a t  Savannah on th e  1 3 th ,  Sm ith 
a f t e r  s e c u r in g  th e  W illia m  C h e rry  House a s  h e a d q u a r te r s ,  w en t 
o v e r t o  th e  s te a m e r  Jo h n  J ,  R oe. W a l la c e 's  h e a d q u a r te r s .  
E n te r in g  h i s  s u b o r d i n a te 's  c a b in .  G e n e ra l  Sm ith  q u ic k ly  g o t  
down t o  b u s in e s s ,  e x p la in in g  t h a t  h e  w an ted  th e  T h ird  D iv i­
s io n  t o  occupy C rum p's L and ing  and c u t  th e  M ob ile  and Ohio 
R a i l r o a d ,  some f i f t e e n  m ile s  d i s t a n t .  When th e  c o n fe re n c e  
was o v e r  S m ith  w alked  o u t  o f  th e  c a b in ,  s t a r t i n g  to  e n te r
^*^0, & ,, X, p a r t  1 , 24*26 , 2 7 ,
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th e  «ma11 b o a t  o r  yaw l t h a t  had  b ro u g h t him  to  th e  Roe,
I t  was d a rk ,  an d  t h e  w h ite  h a i r e d  g e n e r a l  s l i p p e d ,  b a d ly  
s k in n in g  one o f  h i s  s h in s .  G e n e ra l W allace  u rg e d  him  to  
s t a y  on  th e  Roe and have  th e  i n j u r y  te n d e d  t o ,  b u t  c le n c h ­
in g  h i s  t e e t h  a g a i n s t  th e  p a in .  S m ith  g ro a n e d , ” No— to o  
much b u s in e s s ,"  The b o a t  crew  rowed him  away, and th e  two 
men n e v e r  m et a g a in ,  f o r  th e  s l i g h t  i n j u r y  t o  th e  w h ite
I &
h a i r e d  g e n e r a l  w ould  e v e n tu a l ly  p ro v e  fata l,"*"
W ith in  a  c o u p le  o f  h o u rs  th e  T h ird  D iv is io n  was 
s te am in g  to w ard  Crumpus L an d in g , and  by  m id n ig h t m ost o f  
th e  d i v i s i o n  was s a f e l y  la n d e d . On th e  f o l lo w in g  d a y , 
T h u rsday , G e n e ra l  W allace  s e n t  th e  T h ird  B a t t a l i o n  o f  th e  
F i f t h  O hio C a v a lry , u n d e r  M ajo r C h a r le s  H ayes, t o  c u t  th e  
r a i l r o a d .  By 10 A. M ., th e  f a s t  m oving c a v a l r y  re a c h e d  th e  
r a i l r o a d  b r id g e  a t  B each C re ek , be tw een  B e th e l  and  Brown 
S t a t i o n ,  S e t t i i%  t o  w ork w ith  g r e a t  e n th u s ia sm , th e  
O hioans p r o n ç t ly  d em o lish ed  th e  f i f t y  f o o t  sp a n , p lu s  a n  
a d d i t i o n a l  f i f t y  f o o t  s e c t i o n  o f  t r a c k  on each  s id e  o f  
th e  s w o lle n  c r e e k ,
A s m a ll  p a r t y  o f  C o n fe d e ra te  c a v a l r y  showed up d u r in g  
th e  d e s t r u c t io n  w ork , b u t  th e  O hioans q u ic k ly  c h a se d  them  
away, t a k in g  two p r i s o n e r s  i n  th e  p r o c e s s .  T h is  w ork  com­
p l e t e d ,  th e  b a t t a l i o n  r e tu r n e d  to  Crump* s ,  t h e r e  th e y  
p ro m p tly  w en t i n t o  camp a lo n g  w ith  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  d i v i s i o n ,
^ W a l l a c e ,  ^  A u to b io g rap h y , I ,  Wf4jLL5« 
^ 9 o . R , ,  X, p a r t  1 ,  1 0 ,
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S eem ing ly  b y  a  p ro c e s s  o f  g r a v i t a t i o n a l  a t t r a c t i o n ,  th e  
Army o f  th e  T en n essee  was g r a d u a l ly  c o l l e c t i n g  n e a r  C o r in th ,  
M i s s i s s i p p i .
Alaimied b y  th e  news o f  W allace* s  and Sherm an*s la n d ­
i n g s ,  t h e  l o c a l  C o n fe d e ra te  commanders b eg an  m assin g  t h e i r  
own r a t h e r  p i t i f u l  s t r e n g th  i n  th e  P u rd y -C o r in th  a r e a .  I f  
t h e  F é d é ra is  ch o se  t o  move o u t  i n  f o r c e  fro m  th e  la n d in g s ,  
th e  S o u th e rn e r s  w ould h ave  to  f i g h t .  F o r tu n a te ly  f o r  th e  
C o n fe d e ra te s ,  H a lle c k * s  o r d e r s  t o  a v o id  a  g e n e r a l  engagem ent 
k e p t  th e  U nion arm y im m o b iliz e d .^ ^
M eanw hile th e  command o f  th e  e x p e d i t io n a r y  f o r c e  
changed  h a n d s . On Monday, M arch 17 , G e n e ra l  G ra n t a r r i v e d  
b y  s te a m e r  to  assum e command o f  th e  s c a t t e r e d  Army o f  th e  
T e n n e sse e , G ra n t d e c id e d  t h a t  a lth o u g h  Savannah was u s e f u l  
a s  a  h e a d q u a r te r s ,  i t  would be b e t t e r  t o  move th e  m ain arm y 
t o  P i t t s b u r g ,  to  e x p e d i te  a n  advance  on  C o r in th ,  once 
B u e l l ’ s  arm y showed u p ,^ ^  I n  p a r t  G ra n t’ s  d e c i s io n  to  con­
c e n t r a t e  a t  P i t t s b u r g  was prom pted  by  Sherm an’ s cham pioning  
o f  th e  p o s i t i o n .  Im p re sse d  w i th  th e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  i t s  
s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n ,  Sherm an c la im ed  t h a t  ” th e  g round  i t s e l f  
a d m its  o f  e a sy  d e fe n s e  by  a sm a ll  command, and  y e t  a f f o r d s  
a d m ira b le  cam ping g ro u n d  f o r  a  h u n d red  th o u sa n d  m en,"^^
About tw en ty -tw o  m ile s  by  ro a d  from  C o r in th ,  Sherm an’ s
^° I b i d . . 1 1 , 1 6 ,
^ ^ r a n t ,  M em oirs,  1 6 9 ,1 7 0 ,
52
£ •  * X, p a r t  1 , 27; C onger, The R is e  o f  Ü. S .
G ra n t , 21# . ~
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c h o ic e  o f  a  camp s p o t  was in d e e d  e x c e l l e n t  f o r  d e fe n s iv e  
p u rp o s e s .  The p la c e  form ed a  b ro a d  uneven  t r i a n g l e ,  o r  
f u n n e l ,  w h ich  g r a d u a l ly  w idened  from  th e  b a s e  a t  th e  la n d ­
in g ,  Bounded on  th e  e a s t  by  th e  T ennessee  R iv e r ,  th e  
p o s i t i o n  was b o rd e re d  on  th e  n o r th w e s t  by  Snake C reek  and
i t s  b ra n c h , Owl G reek , and  on  th e  so u th  b y  L ic k  G reek  and 
i t s  b ra n c h , L o c u s t  G rove C re e k , a s  w e l l  a s  by  a  f a i r l y  s h a rp  
r a v in e ,  th ro u g h  w h ich  p a r t  o f  th e  c re e k  r a n .  The v a r io u s  
c re e k s  and th e  r e s u l t i n g  m arshy  la n d  w ere a  p e r f e c t  p r o te c ­
t i o n  a g a i n s t  a  f l a n k in g  a s s a u l t .  An enemy arm y a t t a c k in g  
P i t t s b u r g  L an d in g  w ould have  t o  p u sh  s t r a i g h t  i n  and  a t te m p t  
t o  advance  a lo n g  th e  i n t e r i o r  s i d e s  o f  th e  c r e e k s  i n  th e  
f u n n e l .  The h i g h e s t  g ro u n d  o f  th e  can^ a r e a  w as a  r id g e  
l y in g  n o r th  o f  L o c u s t G rove C reek  and  e x te n d in g  on  tow ard  
th e  w e s t .  The ex trem e  p o in t  o f  th e  r id g e  was a b o u t  two 
h u n d red  f e e t  above th e  r i v e r  a t  no rm al f lo o d  s t a g e ,  and  a  
number o f  Owl C reek  b ra n c h e s  z ig z a g g e d  th ro u g h  th e  s lo p e s  o f  
t h i s  r i d g e ,  T ilghm an C reek  was th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  o f  th e s e  
b ra n c h e s ,  and  i t  d i s s e c te d  th e  camp a re a  i n t o  tw o m ain 
p l a t e a u s .  The g ro u n d  te n d e d  t o  be  h e a v i ly  wooded and u n ev en , 
e x c e p t f o r  a  num ber o f  plow ed c o t to n  f i e l d s  and s e v e r a l  p each  
o r c h a r d s .  T here  w ere s e v e r a l  ro a d s  i n  th e  cam ping a r e a ,  
m o s t ly  ru n n in g  a t  a n g le s  ro u g h ly  p a r a l l e l  t o ” th e  L and ing , 
m aking i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a n  a t t a c k i n g  army t o  m a in ta in  i t s  
coam aan ica tions,  One was th e  H am burg-Savannah, o r  R iv e r  
R oad, w h ich  l e d  from  Crump*s L an d in g , s i x  m ile s  dow nstream
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to  a  b r id g e  ac ro ss  Snake Creek on over to  th e  e a s te rn  end o f 
th e  r id g e  n o r th  o f  Locust Grove Creek, where i t  fo rked  w ith  
th e  Purdy-Hamburg Road, The l a t t e r  came in  from Purdy by a 
b rid g e  over Owl Creek swung on in  a s l i g h t  s o u th e a s te r ly  d i ­
r e c t io n ,  c ro ssed  L ick Creek, and f i n a l l y  wound up in  Hamburg, 
T ennessee, P i t ts b u rg  Landing was a c tu a l ly  lo c a te d  about two- 
th i r d s  o f  a m ile  below th e  mouth o f  Snake C reek. Two main 
roads le d  from th e  Landing, one o f th e se , th e  E aste rn  C orin th  
Road, swung in la n d  to  where i t  jo in ed  th e  Bark Road, w hile  th e  
o th e r  r a n  in  a more w e s te r ly  d i r e c t io n ,  b u t p a r a l le le d  to  th e  
E aste rn  C o rin th  Road, was n a tu r a l ly  c a lle d  th e  W estern C orin th  
Road, Numerous o th e r  l i t t l e  p a th s  and ro a d s , in c lu d in g  one 
abandoned washed o u t wagon t r a i l ,  c r is c ro s s e d  the  a re a . There 
were co u n try  m arket ro ad s , and th ey  were in  g e n e ra lly  poor 
c o n d itio n . On th e  fo rk  o f  th e  W estern C orin th -P urdy  Roads 
stood  a l i t t l e  wooden church , th e  S h iloh  M ethod ist E piscopal
Church, which would g ive  i t s  name to  the coming s tru g g le  a t
53t h i s  p e a c e fu l p la c e .
^^A tw ell Thorapson^Map^of^Shiloh; S te e le ,  American
■ Common
^  y - ' I Kansas C ity :
1920),39 ; C .R .S e a r le ,” War Sketches and I n c id e n ts ,"  War
C o m m a n d , M il i ta ry  Order o f  th e  Loyal Legion ~o?~the Unr 
S ta te s , I , (Des Moinesl 1893T73^6,327; Lucius Ë a rb e r , Army
T n e  W n  ^  - t i t , * ___ * _Memoirs o f  ^ c i u s  W. B arb e r, Company D, 15 th  I l l i n o i s 'T n f a n t r y , 
(Chicago: 1894)>47• A Union o b se rv e r d e sc rib ed  th e  church as 
an "exceed ing ly  p rim itiv e "  s t r u c tu r e ,  " a f a i r  type o f th e  
in e r tn e s s  o f  th e  people o f  th a t  reg io n  a t  th e  tim e ."  Twenty- 
f iv e  o r  t h i r t y  f e e t  on th e  s id e s ,  i t  was b u i l t  o f  lo g s , and 
i t  lacked  a p u lp i t  and pews,There were crude benches fo r  s e a ts ,  
and th e  w a lls  were no t w e ll p u t to g e th e r . C harles C, C o ffin , 
The Boys o f  *61 .(Boston: 1 8 81),93 ,94 ,
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E x c e p tin g  t h e  c h u rc h , t h e  o n ly  b u i ld in g s  i n  th e  camp 
a r e a  w ere a  h a n d fu l  o f  s im p le  farm  s t r u c t u r e s  and some s o r t  
o f  wooden house  o r  s t o r e  a t  th e  to p  o f  th e  L an d in g , The 
p a t t e r n  o f  l i f e  i n  th e  a r e a  was e x c lu s iv e ly  r u r a l .  The 
c l im a te  te n d e d  to  be  r a t h e r  hum id, w i th  an  a n n u a l r a i n f a l l  
o f  more th a n  f i f t y  in c h e s .  T h ick  u n d e rb ru s h  co v e red  much 
o f  th e  a r e a ,  and  th e r e  was a good d e a l  o f  second  g ro w th  
t im b e r .  J u s t  down from  th e  L and ing  th e r e  was a c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  l a r g e  I n d ia n  m ounds, vdiich many o f  G r a n t 's  s o l d i e r s  un­
d o u b te d ly  e x p lo re d .  The a re a  was o r i g i n a l l y  d is c o v e re d  by  
C o lo n e l Jo sep h  H a rd in , b u t  th e  L and ing  was named f o r  P i t t s ,  
o r  P i t t s e r  T u ck e r, one o f  th r e e  b r o th e r s  who b u i l t  a  s m a ll  
s t o r e  a t  th e  p o in t  many y e a r s  b e fo re  th e  w a r ,^ ^
F o llo w in g  h i s  a r r i v a l ,  G ra n t s p e n t  h i s  tim e  d e a l in g  
w i th  r o u t in e  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  m a t t e r s ,  b u t  made no e f f o r t  to  
a l t e r  th e  d ev e lopm en t o f  th e  army a t  P i t t s b u r g ,  He d id  
w r i t e  t o  H a lle c k  t h a t  w h ile  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  form  any  
id e a  o f  th e  e x a c t  s t r e n g th  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s ,  he  f e l t
s a t i s f i e d  ” t h a t  th e y  do n o t  number 4 0 ,0 0 0  armed e f f e c t i v e
55
men a t  t h i s  t im e ,"  G ra n t w ent on i n  th e  same m essage to  
t e l l  H a lle c k  t h a t  he would v i s i t  C rum p 's and  P i t t s b u r g  on 
W ednesday, and he  w ould make any  needed  changes i n  th e
^ kla tes  P. T h u rs to n , The A n t i q u i t i e s  o f  T ennessee  
ÊSÉ ^  A d ja c e n t S t a t e s , ( C i n c i n n a t i : '  1 ^ 4 7 ) , 2IÇ 2 4 Î 
B r a z ^ o n ,  A H is to r y  o f  H ard in  C ounty  T en n e sse e . (N a s h v il le ;  
I 88 5 / j 0^7#
55q . R . ,  X, p a r t  2 , 45
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d i s p o s i t i o n s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  u n i t s .
G ra n t c o n te m p la te d  a  q u ic k  t h r u s t  a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  
a ro u n d  C o r in th ,  b u t  a d d i t i o n a l  o rd e r s  from  H a lle c k  t o  
a v o id  a  b a t t l e  p re v e n te d  an y  such  m o v e m e n t .5? G ra n t o rd e re d  
Sm ith  t o  assum e p e r s o n a l  command o f  th e  arm y a t  P i t t s b u r g ,  
b u t  s in c e  t h a t  o f f i c e r  was i l l ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  G e n e ra l 
Sherm an t o  a c t u a l l y  c o n tin u e  to  be  i n  c h a rg e .  M cC lernand 
was s e n i o r  t o  Sherm an, b u t  he  was e m b ro ile d  i n  a  d i s p u te  
w i th  G e n e ra l  S m ith  o v e r  s e n i o r i t y ,  and G ra n t p r e f e r r e d  to
eg
k eep  him  i n  Savannah f o r  th e  p r e s e n t .  F o r t h e  moment a t  
l e a s t  t h e  Army o f  th e  T en n essee  was q u i e t l y  camped i n  th e  
C ru m p -P ittsb u rg -S a v a n n a h  a r e a ,  r e a s o n a b ly  c o n te n t ,  w a i t in g  
f o r  i t s  f e l lo w ,  th e  Army o f  th e  O h io , to  show up  b e fo re  
re su m in g  th e  advance*
Don C a r lo s  B u e l l 's  command p u l le d  o u t  o f  N a s h v i l le  
on M arch 16  and 1 7 . The arm y  moved s t e a d i l y ,  b u t  w i th  no 
p a r t i c u l a r  h a s t e .  B u e l l  saw no need  f o r  h u r r y in g ,  s in c e  
a l l  th e  in f o rm a t io n  he  h ad  from  H a lle c k  and  G ra n t c o n ta in e d  
no h i n t  o f  p o s s ib l e  d a n g e r  t o  th e  Army o f  th e  T en n e sse e .
H is s o l d i e r s  w ere i n  good sh a p e , and B u e l l  m ean t t o  keep
^^ I b id o
^‘̂ Ib id * . 4 9 ,5 0 .
eg
Campaigns i n  K en tucky  and T e n n e sse e , 113; Jo h n  A. 
M cC lernand t o  U. S . G ra n t, M arch 3 , 1862 , i n  th e  Jo h n  A. 
M cC lernand P a p e rs ,  I 823- I 896 , I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  
L ib r a r y .
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them  t h a t  way. On M arch 2 0 , th e  array was fo rc e d  t o  camp 
a f t e r  r e a c h in g  th e  Duck R iv e r  and  f in d in g  th e  b r id g e  a t  
Colum bia d e s t ro y e d  b y  r e t r e a t i n g  C o n fe d e ra te  c a v a l r y .
A f te r  a  week o f  r e p a i r i n g  th e  s t r u c t u r e ,  G e n e ra l N elson*s 
d i v i s i o n  f i n a l l y  c ro s s e d  th e  r i v e r  on M arch 2 9 , B u e l l 's  
p l a n  was f o r  th e  array, o r  a t  l e a s t  th e  advance  e le m e n t, 
N e ls o n 's  d i v i s i o n ,  t o  re a c h  Savannah  on A p r i l  7 , and th e n  
c r o s s  on  o v e r  t o  P i t t s b u r g  L an d in g  b y  way o f  w a i t in g  
s te a m e r s .
On A p r i l  1 , N e ls o n 's  d i v i s i o n  m arched f o u r t e e n  m ile s ,  
and  on th e  fo l lo w in g  day  made s i x t e e n .  On A p r i l  3 ,  th e  
d i v i s i o n  p a sse d  th ro u g h  W aynesborough, T e n n e sse e , f o r  a  
t o t a l  o f  f i f t e e n  m i le s .  On th e  fo l lo w in g  d ay  th e  t ro o p s  
moved o n ly  t e n  and  o n e - h a l f  m ile s  b e c a u se  o f  bad r o a d s .  
F i n a l l y  on S a tu rd a y  th e  d i v i s i o n  re a c h e d  Savannah a b o u t
59n o o n , a f t e r  h a v in g  c o v e red  n in e  and o n e - h a l f  m ile s  t h a t  d a y .
W ith  G ra n t a t  Savannah and  B u e l l  s lo w ly  m oving fo rw a rd  
to  j o i n  h im , w hat o f  th e  o th e r  f o r c e s  u n d e r  H a lle c k * s  
command? F o r a s  o f  M arch 1 1 , H a lle c k  had  b e e n  prom oted to  
command th e  new D ep artm en t o f  th e  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  T h is  con­
s i s t e d  o f  th e  o ld  D epartm en t o f  th e  M is s o u r i  and p a r t  o f  
th e  D epartm en t o f  th e  O h io , F o r  b e t t e r  o r  f o r  w o rse , H a lle c k  
became suprem e commander i n  t h e  W este rn  t h e a t e r .  H ere­
a f t e r  he  c o u ld  answ er d i r e c t l y  t o  P r e s id e n t  L in c o ln  and
Ja co b  Ammen, D ia ry , M arch 1 7 -A p r i l  5 , 1Ô62, 
I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  L ib r a r y ,
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S ta n to n  w ith o u t  h a v in g  an y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  M c C le llan ,
The new a rra n g em e n t a l s o  m eant t h a t  B u e l l  would have to  
t a k e  o rd e r s  from  th e  New Y o rk e r.
The c a p tu re  o f  New M adrid  f r e e d  G e n e ra l Jo h n  P o p e 's  
army f o r  a  p u sh  a t  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  p o s i t i o n  a t  I s l a n d  No,
60
1 0 , Soon t h a t  p o s i t i o n  w ould be b e s ie g e d  by  P o p e 's  array 
and a  s u p p o r t in g  n a v a l  f o r c e  u n d e r D av id  P o r t e r ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  
p in n ing  down a  s m a ll  b u t  p o t e n t i a l l y  v a lu a b le  C o n fe d e ra te  
arm y. G e n e ra l H a lle c k  seem ed b le s s e d  w ith  s u c c e s s .  H is 
a rm ie s  h ad  o v e rru n  a  t h i r d  o f  T en n essee  and  w ere t h r e a t e n ­
in g  N o rth e rn  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  J u s t  a  l i t t l e  m ore p r e s s u r e  and 
th e  C o n fed eracy  m ig h t c o l l a p s e  i n  tJie W est,
^R om an , B e a u re g a rd . I ,  3 5 ^ ,3 5 9 ,
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CHAPTER 7
THE ARMIES GATHER
The p r in c ip le  of c o n c e n tra tio n  of fo rce  i s  one of 
th e  o ld e s t in  m i l i t a r y  h is to r y .  G eneral Johnston had been 
fo rced  to  v io la te  t h i s  p r in c ip le  in  a ttem p tin g  to  defend 
sou thern  Kentucky and Tennessee, but a f t e r  th e  f a l l  of P ort 
Eonelson th e  Southern h ig h  command ra p id ly  began moving 
toward th e  id ea  of m assing a l l  a v a ila b le  fo rc e s  f o r  one 
showdown a t ta c k  to  save th e  M is s is s ip p i V alley , I t  i s  
im possib le  to  say who f i r s t  conceived of the  id e a  of an a l l  
out co n c e n tra tio n  in to  one army in  th e  reg io n , bu t as  e a r ly  
a s  February 15, G eneral Braxton Bragg, w ritin g  from M obile, 
Alabama, suggested  to  th e  Richmond a u th o r i t ie s  t h a t  the  
tim e had come to  mass a l l  th a t  th e  South had f o r  th e  
s tru g g le . In  h is  re p ly  th re e  days l a t e r ,  C onfederate 
S ec re ta ry  of War Judah P. Benjamin .m aintained th a t  th e  
a d m in is tra tio n  was contem plating  an abandonment of the  sea -
i
co ast in  o rder to  defend th e  Tennessee l in e .
G enerals Johnston  and Beauregard were bo th  in  favo r 
of such a move, and in  th e  week fo llow ing  th e  lo s s  of P o rt 
Donelson, th e  a p p ro p r ia te  o rd ers  f o r  such a co n c en tra tio n
1
0 , R ,, V I, 826 , 828 ,  See Bon S e i tz ,  B ra x to n  
B ragg : G e n e ra l o f th e  C o n fe d e rac y . (C olum bia: 1 9 2 4 );  
See a l s o  Ju d ah  P . B enjam in t o  R, E, L ee, P e b ru a ry  24 , 
1862 .  0 . R . ,  V I, 396.
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were g iv en . Seauregard  s ta r te d  o p e ra tio n s  by sending  a
c o n f id e n t ia l  l e t t e r  to  th e  governors o f M is s is s ip p i,
Alabama, Tennessee and L o u isian a , in  which he proposed a
p la n  of s t r a t e g ic  c o n c e n tra tio n . Each s ta te  was to  send from
f iv e  to  te n  thousand armed tro o p s  a s  q u ick ly  as p o s s ib le ,
w h ile  G eneral E a r l Tan D orn 's army in  Arkansas was to  c ro ss
over and l in k  up t h a t  command w ith  G eneral B eauregard’s .
G eneral B ragg 's tro o p s  were to  come up from Pensacola and
M obile, w hile G eneral M ansfield L o v e ll, commanding a t  New
2
O rleans, was to  send a s  many tro o p s  a s  p o s s ib le .
The v a r io u s  g o v ern o rs ' resp o n ses  tended to  be r a th e r  
a p a th e t ic ,  but T, 0 . Moore of L o u isian a  d id  begin  a v igorous 
campaign to  r a i s e  90-day u n i t s  f o r  G eneral B eauregard 's  
u se . Lack of weapons and t r a in e d  p erso n n e l g r e a t ly  hand i­
capped th e  e f f o r t ,  but th e  governor d id  manage to  forw ard  two 
b a t ta l io n s  and one reg im en t, a l l  in f a n t r y ,  to  the  C re o le 's  
army when i t  f i n a l l y  moved to  C o rin th , M is s is s ip p i.
M ustered in  on March 6 , th e  C rescen t Regiment 
( T iventy-fourth L o u is ia n a ) , th e  O rleans Guards (T h ir te e n th  
B a t ta l io n ) ,  and th e  C onfederate Guard Respons?. B a tta l io n  
(Lw-elfth L ouisiana In fa n try  B a tta lio n )  were headed n o rth  
on th e  New O rleans, Jackson and G reat N orthern a lm ost as
2
Roman, B eauregard. I ,  240-242.
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soon as th ey  vere  fo rm ally  sworn in .^  Troops from General 
L o v e ll’ s command a ls o  en tra in ed  fo r  B eauregard’s temporary 
camp a t  Jackson, Tennessee, Indeed, L ou isiana was very 
s e r io u s ly  weakened by th e  t r a n s f e r  o f most o f th e  b e s t 
u n i t s  from th e  s t a t e .
One of th e  reg im ents involved in  th i s  movement was 
th e  l a t e r  famous Fourth  L ou isiana In fa n try . S trung out on 
c o a s ta l  guard duty from Berwick Bay, L ou isiana , to  Bay St. 
L ouis, M is s is s ip p i, th e  Fourth  was suddenly o rdered  to  
assemble in  New O rleans, where th e  regim ent boarded a  t r a in  
a t  3 P. M., February 25. The r a i l r o a d  tra c k s  northw ard 
toward Camp Moore, L o u isian a , were b r ig h tly  l i t  up w ith  
b o n f ire s , and crowds of c iv i l ia n s  screamed and cheered as 
the  t r a i n  passed .
About 8 A. M., th e  fo llow ing  morning, th e  tro o p  
t r a i n  h a l te d  a t  Canton, M is s is s ip p i, where th e  s o ld ie r s  
were to ld  to  change t r a in s .  Pausing only a few m inutes to 
e a t b re a k fa s t in  town, th e  boys in  gray  dined on b u t te r ,  
syrup , b is c u i ts  as hard  as cannon b a l l s ,  and p o ta to  co ffee . 
W ithin a few m inutes th e  tro o p s clim bed on board passenger 
ca rs  of th e  M iss is s ip p i C en tra l R a ilro ad , which were to  
c a rry  them on to  Jackson, Tennessee, where th e  C onfederates
0 . Edward Cunningham, R o s te r  o f  L o u is ia n a  U n its  i n  
th e  C o n fe d e ra te  Army, u n p u b lish e d  p a p e r  p re p a re d  by th e  
a u th o r  f o r  th e  L o u is ia n a  C iv i l  War C e n te n n ia l  Com m ission, 
B aton  Rouge; May, 1964.
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A
a rr iv e d  about 3 o 'c lo c k , Thursday P. M., Pebruary 27 . '
More tro o p  t r a in s  qu ick ly  fo llow ed, in c lu d in g  one
ca rry in g  th e  Seventh M is s is s ip p i In fa n try , which had a lso
been on co a s t defense duty a t  Bay S t. L ouis. The re g im e n t's
t r a i n  p u lle d  out of îïew Orleans a t  dawn on Pebruary 27, w ith
th e  men a l l  in  good s p i r i t s .  But as th e  t r a i n  neared
Amite, L ou isiana , d i s a s te r  suddenly s tru c k . Somehow a log
t r a in  ra n  in to  th e  tro o p  t r a i n  w ith d e v a s ta tin g  r e s u l t s .
Heavy tim bers rip p ed  through  th e  wooden passenger c a rs ,
crush ing  and mangling s o ld ie r s  r ig h t  and l e f t .  B rains
sp a tte re d  th e  in t e r io r  o f se v e ra l of the dem olished coaches,
w hile numerous le g s  and to rso s  h o r r ib ly  deco ra ted  the scene.
L ieu ten an t M. B. Wilson and eleven e n l is te d  men of Company
k were k i l l e d  o u tr ig h t ,  as w e ll as te n  fe llo w s from Company
H, th e  Pike County Lahlgren R if le s .  Between twenty and
f o r ty - f iv e  men were s e r io u s ly  in ju re d  in  th e  mishap.
Several o th e r  companies had a  few s l ig h t ly  in ju re d , but th e
logs s tru c k  only the  coaches in  which Companies K and H 
5
were r id in g .  Boarding an o th er t r a in ,  th e  rem nants of the  
Seventh M iss is s ip p i f in a l ly  caught up w ith  t h e i r  f r ie n d s  in
^Stephenson, "W illie  M icajah Barrow D iary ,"  179»
C
John A. Cato to  w ife , Pebruary 27, 1862, John-A. 
Cato P apers, M iss is s ip p i Department of A rchives and H is to ry ; 
J .  C. R i e t t i ,  M ilita ry  Annals of M is s is s ip p i.(H .p : K.d) ,
59; P. Jay Taylor ( e d . ),  The S ecret Diary of Robert P a tr ic k  
1861-1865: The R e lu c tan t R ebel. (Baton R o u ^ e c .  ÏQ59~).
W .
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6
th e  F ourth  lo u ls ia i ia  in  Jackson, Tennessee on March 2 .
A lto g e th e r th e  Uew O rleans, Jackson and G reat If or th e m
and th e  M is s is s ip p i C e n tra l moved up n in e  reg im en ts and
fo u r a r t i l l e r y  b a t te r ie s  to  e i th e r  C o rin th , M is s is s ip p i,
7 .
or Jackson, Tennessee,
From Mobile and P ensaco la , came th e  reg im en ts  of
G eneral Braxton Bragg’s command, B ragg 's f i r s t  reg im en t,
th e  iîin th  M is s is s ip p i In fa n try , reached  lu k a , M is s is s ip p i,
on February  14, A number of M is s is s ip p i and Alabama
reg im en ts fo llow ed  in  th e  n ex t weeks, perhaps te n  thousand
men a l to g e th e r ,  reach in g  th e  Johnston-B eauregard  command.
G eneral B ragg 's  men p ossessed  th e  s p e c ia l  v i r tu e  of being
w ell t r a in e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of long months of ardous d r i l l  a t
8
th e  Gulf c i t i e s .
B esides th e se  commands, th e  C onfedera tes a ls o  had 
G eneral P o lk 's  army, which had been s ta t io n e d  a t  Columbus, 
Kentucky, On th e  l a s t  day of February , C onfederate combat 
u n i ts  began th e  ev acu a tio n  of th e  " G ib ra lta r  of th e  West" ,
§---------------
Dunbar Rowland, The O ff ic ia l  and S t a t i s t i c a l  
R e g is te r  of th e  S ta te  of M is s is s ip p i. ( I fa sh v ille  : 1908 ),
568%
7
R obert C. Black, I I I ,  R a ilro ad s of th e  C onfedeia'^\. 
(Chapel H i l l :  c ,  1952), 142.
8
Rowland, The O f f ic ia l  and S t a t i s t i c a l  R e g is te r  of 
th e  S ta te  of M is s is s ip p i. 58é, 599; John P. Dyer 1 'p 'ig h tin ' 
Joe " W heeler. (Baton Rouge : 1941), 27-31; Bdward Crenshaw, 
"Diary of C aptain  Bdward Crenshaw ," The Alabama H is to r ic a l  
Q u a rte r ly . I  ( F a l l ,  1930), 266.
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A d d itio n a l ca v a lry , a r t i l l e r y  and in f a n try  u n i ts  follow ed 
in  th e  n ex t two days i n  a  s u rp r is in g ly  o rd e r ly  evacuation  
th a t  saw th e  S outherners ab le  to  c a rry  o f f  a l l  th e  m assive 
a r ra y  of b ig  guns s ta t io n e d  a t  th a t  p o in t .^  But th e re  
were a  few m istakes in  th e  exc item en t. As th e  T h ir te e n th  
L ou isiana  In fa n try  packed up th re e  days r a t io n s  in  t h e i r  
haversacks on March 1, p r io r  to  moving o u t, the  o rd er was 
g iven  to  s e t  f i r e  to  some nearby w arehouses. Matches were 
qu ick ly  a p p lie d , and th en  as smoke and flam e b illow ed  from 
th e  b u ild in g s , someone suddenly remembered a s to re  of 
ammunition cached in s id e  one of th e  s t r u c tu r e s .  Before th e  
flam es could s e t  th e  powder o f f .  L ieu ten an t Armond Dubroca 
rounded up a d e t a i l  from h is  company. Company C, and 
en te red  th e  b u ild in g , sav ing  th e  ammunition f o r  f u tu re  u se , 
and probably  prevented  some c a s u a l t ie s  on th e  sp o t.
The tro o p s  from th e  Columbus g a r r is o n  q u ick ly  reached  
Humboldt, Tennessee, Many of th e  s o ld ie r s  were badly  d i s ­
organized by th e  Lonelson d is a s te r  and th e  Columbus 
evacuation . Confederate d is c ip l in e ,  never v ery  s tro n g , 
began to  c rack . Wandering o f f  from th e i r  u n i ts  to  th e  
Humboldt b a rs , seeking a  l i t t l e  so lace  from a lco h o l, some of 
th e  men became p r e t ty  rowdy, and P r iv a te  John Brannigan, 
Company A, T h ir te e n th  L o u isian a  In fa n try , was c e r ta in ly  no
^Hom, Army of Tennessee. 111.
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ex c ep tio n . Brannigan went com pletely  b e rse rk . Grabbing
hold  of C ap tain  S tephen O’Leary, Company A, T h ir te e n th
L ou isiana  In fa n try ,  he th rew  th e  poor I r i s h  C onfederate
a g a in s t  a  barroom window. Enraged by th e  a t ta c k ,  O 'L eary’s
men prom ntly mobbed P r iv a te  Brannigan, p u ttin g  him in  
10~
i r o n s .  T em porarily , P o lk ’s command rem ained a t  Humboldt 
u n t i l  i t  was f i n a l l y  o rdered  to  C o rin th  a. few days l a t e r .
The c o n c e n tra tio n  of C onfederate fo rc e s  f o r  th e  show­
down b a t t l e  was shaping up f a i r l y  w e ll ,  b u t th e re  ?ras one 
s e r io u s  f l y  in  th e  o in tm en t. West of th e  M is s is s ip p i 
R iver, G enera l Van Dorn d ec lin ed  to  go a long  w ith  G eneral 
B eauregard’s p lan  of c o n c e n tra tio n . In s te a d , he proposed to  
d e fe a t th e  Union army in  A rkansas, under G eneral Samuel R. 
C u r tis .  By accom plish ing  t h i s ,  Van Dorn f e l t  he could  
c re a te  a  d iv e rs io n  th a t  would fav o r G enera ls Johnston and 
B eauregard. On Pebruary 24, he n o t i f i e d  A lb e rt Sidney 
Johnston  th a t  th e  C onfederate army in  A rkansas was advancing 
on C u r t is .  I f  G eneral Johnston  made any re p ly  to  th e  
M is s is s ip p ia n 's  m essage, i t  has n o t been p rese rv ed . In  any
ev en t, th e  d iv e rs io n  f a i l e d ,  f o r  C u rtis  won th e  ensuing
11
b a t t le  a t  Pea Ridge, or E lkhorn Tavern.
10
Prank L, R ichardson , "War As I  Saw I t ,  1861- 
6 5 ,"  L ou isiana H is to r ic a l  Q u a rte rly . VI ^January, 1923),
95, 95:
11
For a d e s c r ip t io n  of th e  campaign and th e  B a tt le  of 
Pea R idge, see Jay Monaghan, C iv il  War on th e  W estern 
Border. lo 5 4 -l8 6 5 . (B oston: c .  1 9 5 5 ) ,2 3 5 -2 5 1 .
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Once Van Dora had been d efea ted , th e  b e s t course of 
a c tio n  would have been f o r  him to  c ro ss  th e  M is s is s ip p i and 
l in k  up w ith  Johnston and /  o r Beauregard. U nfo rtuna te ly  
General Johnston  n eg lec ted  to  is su e  th e  n ecessa ry  o rders to  
th e  M iss is s ip p ia n . On I'iarch 19, General Beauregard again  
appealed to  Van Dorn f o r  re in fo rcem en ts , b u t w ithou t a v a i l .  
Only a f t e r  Johnston  reached C orin th  and c lo s e ly  d iscussed
th e  s i tu a t io n  w ith  th e  Oreole and Bragg d id  th e  Kentuckian
12f in a l ly  o rder Van Dorn to  jo in  him. U n fo rtu n a te ly  the  
army in  Arkansas would n o t reach  M i^ i s s ip p i  in  tim e f o r  the 
forthcom ing a c tio n .
Colonel S t. John L id d e ll ,  o f G eneral H ardee’s s t a f f ,  
gave a somewhat in te r e s t in g  account of G eneral Van Dorn’s 
f a i lu r e  to  re ac h  General A. S. Johnston in  tim e , claim ing 
th a t  Governor Moore of L ou isiana , who was feud ing  w ith  
P re s id en t J e f fe r s o n  D avis, would n o t help  in  p rov id ing  
Hew O rleans-based  steam boats to  tr a n s p o r t  G eneral Van 
Dorn’s army over to  M is s is s ip p i.^ ^  But even w ithou t th e  
M is s is s ip p i command a co n s id e rab le  C onfederate fo rc e  was 
being c o l le c te d  in  N orthern M iss iss ip p i and Southwest 
Tennessee.
0* s . , V II, 789-791; A S o ld ie r ’s Honor; With 
Rem iniscences of M ajor-G eneral B ari Van Dorn, by His 
Comrades, (New York: 1902), 71.
13'^Hom, Army of Tennessee, 112.
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l a  t h e i r  o r ig ià a l  correspondeace on th e  s u b je c t  of 
th e  war in  th e  West, G enerals Johnston  and Beauregard had 
not. bo thered  to  s p e l l  out ex a c tly  where th e  S ou therners 
would c o l l e c t .  here  were s e v e ra l p o ss ib le  m eeting p la ce s , 
in c lu d in g  Jackson, Tennessee; D ecatu r, Alabama; and 
Chattanooga, Tennessee; b u t th e  most lo g ic a l  sp o t f o r  troop  
co n c e n tra tio n  la y  a t  the  l i t t l e  n o r th  M is s is s ip p i town of 
C o rin th . Located only twenty m iles  from th e  Tennessee 
E lv e r, C orin th  was a  good c e n t r a l ly  lo c a te d  p o in t f o r  a 
co n c e n tra tio n . I t s  value was enhanced by th e  tow n 's 
s i t u a t io n  on th e  ju n c tio n  of two of th e  S o u th 's  most im­
p o r ta n t r a i l r o a d s ,  th e  Mobile and Ohio and th e  Memphis and 
C h arlesto n .
G eneral Beauregard l a t e r  claim ed th a t  he chose
C orin th  as th e  p o in t of c o n c e n tra tio n , and th en  s e n t  an
em issary  to  M urfreesboro to  persuade th e  K entuckian to
14
brin g  h is  tro o p s  th e re ,  b u t i t  i s  more probable th a t  th e  
two rank ing  C onfederate o f f ic e r s  independen tly  s e le c te d  the 
l i t t l e  M is s is s ip p i town as a p o in t o f ju n c tio n  and th en  
arranged  th e  d e t a i l s  by means of th e  C re o le 's  em issary .
On March 2, G eneral Beauregard ivrote to  A lb e r t S. 
Johnston th a t  th e  g re a t  b a t t l e  of th e  war would be fo u g h t a t  
or n ea r C o rin th , and in  subsequent l e t t e r s  he p ressed  th e
^‘̂ Soman, B eauregard. I .  505,506.
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15supreme C onfederate commander in  th e  West to  move f a s t e r .
The b u lk  of B eauregard’s o%n command was s t i l l  in
Jackson, Tennessee, and even th e  newly a r r iv e d  Bragg was
making h is  h ea d q u a rte rs  th e re .  But on î-Iarch 13, th e  Creole
s ta r te d  moving h is  army out of th e  town along th e  Mobile
and Ohio R a ilro ad , tem p o ra rily  h a l t in g  p a r t  of th e  command
a t  B ethel S ta t io n , Tennessee, only one d ay 's  march from
P itts b u rg  Landing and Crump’s la n d in g , Tennessee. A fte r
h is  army rem ained a week a t  B e thel, th e  tro o p s  were ordered
to  go on down to  th e  ju n c tio n  a t  C orin th .
G eneral A. S. Jo h n sto n ’s army was burdened w ith
la rg e  q u a n t i t ie s  of ammunition, p ro v is io n s  and a r t i l l e r y .
Hampered by a sh o rtag e  of t r a in e d  s t a f f  o f f ic e r s ,  th e
K entuckian was ab le  to  move toward th e  ju n c tio n  but 
17slow ly. By n o t  abandoning h is  encumbrances and making a 
fo rced  march to  C orin th , G eneral Johnston  was a c tu a l ly  
ta k in g  a c a lc u la te d  r i s k  th a t  th e  F éd éra is  would n o t mass 
th e i r  fo rc es  and s t r ik e  a t  C orin th  f i r s t .
15
G eneral P. G. T. Beauregard to  General A. S. 
Johnston , March 2 , 1862, Mrs. Mason B a rre t Papers,
A lb e rt Sidney Johnston  C o lle c tio n , H ow ard-Tilton Memorial 
l i b r a r y ,  Tulane U n iv e rs ity ; Roland, A lb ert Sidney Jo h n sto n . 
307.
^^Stephenson, "W illie  M icajah Barrow D ia ry ,"  26,27; 
John Cato to  w ife , March 20, 1662, John A. Cato Papers; 
T ay lo r, R e lu c tan t R ebel. 34 ,35 .
17G eneral P. G. T. Beauregard to  G eneral A. S. 
Johnston , March 2, 1862, B a rre t C o lle c tio n ; Rowland, The 
O f f ic ia l  and S t a t i s t i c a l  R e g is te r  of th e  S ta te  of M iss'fs-  
s s i n n i . 307.
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Prom M urfreesboro , Johnston  Imft h is  column to  Shelby- 
v i l l e ,  Tennessee, on th e  Duck H iver, and from th e re  to  
F a y e t te v i l le ,  in  th e  so u th ern  p a r t  of t h a t  s t a t e .  Nezt 
th e  C onfederates marched to  H u n tsv il le , Alabama, where th ey  
p icked up th e  Memphis and C harleston  R a ilro ad . The army 
rode from H u n tsv ille  to  C o rin th , M is s is s ip p i,  on th e  p a in ­
f u l ly  creak ing  coaches and boxcars of th e  overworked and
18
u n d e rs ta ffe d  r a i l r o a d ,  a r r iv in g  in  C orin th  March 23.
A rriv in g  in  C orin th  on March 23, G eneral Johnston
co n ferred  w ith  G enerals Beauregard and Bragg, and a ls o  to  th e
o th e r  s e n io r  o f f ic e r s  p re s e n t.  In  a s u rp r is e  move. G eneral
Johnston  th en  o ffe re d  th e  command of th e  f i e l d  army to  th e
C reo le , w hile he, th e  suprême commander, would con tinue  as
head of th e  departm ent from h ead q u a rte rs  a t  Memphis or H olly
19
S prings, M is s is s ip p i.  G eneral Beauregard d ec lin ed  th e  
assignm en t. A lb e rt Sidney Jo h n s to n 's  generous o f fe r  has 
caused much sp e c u la tio n , bu t th e  p robable rea so n  f o r  i t  was 
t h a t  th e  K entuckian f e l t  th a t  th e  army and th e  people no
18
Henry M e lv ille  Doak, "M emoirs," C onfederate 
C o lle c tio n , Tennessee Department of A rchives and H is to ry ; 
Henry Morton S tan ley , A utobiosranhv of Henry Morton S tan ley . 
(B oston: 1906), 185; Edward Thompson, H is to ry  of th e  Orphan 
B rigade. (L o u is v il le :  1895), 428-431; Eirwan, Johnny Green. 
18 ,19 ; Prank Peak, "A Southern S o ld ie r 's  View of th e  C iv il  
W ar,"; W. J .  Worsham, The Old n in e te e n th  Tennessee Regiment. 
C, S. A ., (K noxv ille ; I 902IT "3^, 35.
19
Roman, Beauregard. I ,  266; Edward Munford, "A lbert 
Sidney Jo h n s to n ," Mrs. Mason B arre t P apers, A lb e rt Sidney 
Johnston  C o lle c tio n ; T. Harry W illiam s, P. G. T. B eauregard: 
napoleon in  Gray. (Baton Rouge: c . 1955)7 125.""
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20lo n g e r t r u s te d  h is  judgment.
Once the  army was c o l le c te d  a t  C orin th  and th e  nearby 
r a i l r o a d  tow as, th e  problem remained as to  what to  do w ith  
i t .  G enerals Johnston and Beauregard, and ju s t  about 
everybody e l s e ,  wanted to  a t ta c k  G eneral G rant befo re  B uell 
could l in k  up w ith  him, b u t th e  Confederate army, now r e ­
named th e  Army of th e  M is s is s ip p i, was in  w oefully  poor
o i
c o n d itio n  fo r  an o f fe n s iv e . " '
There were over f o r ty  thousand Southerners c o lle c te d  
in  th e  Confederate army, and a d d it io n a l  in d iv id u a l u n its
pp
wandered in  from day to  day. Thousands of s o ld ie r s  had 
been in  th e  ranks o n lj a few days, or a few weeks, and they  
were t o t a l l y  lack in g  in  t r a in in g .  Morale was depressed  due 
to  th e  re c e n t re v e rse s . To t r y  and unscram ble t h i s  confused 
mess. General Johnston a u th o rized  Beauregard to  draw up a 
p lan  of o rg an iz a tio n .
The Army of th e  M is s is s ip p i was d iv ided  in to  th re e  
Corps. The f i r s t  corps was under G eneral Leonidas Polk;
20Sœnan, B eauregard. I ,  266. ?o r  f u l l e r  d is c u s s ­
ions of t h i s  m a tte r , see W illiam s, P. G. T. B eauregard. 125: 
Boland, A lb e rt Sidney Jo h n sto n . 31173^2.
21 Roman, Beauregard. I ,  267.
22T. P. Jackson P apers, ”A Sketch of Hckubee T roopers, 
1 s t M is s is s ip p i Cavalry, Company P ," M iss is s ip p i Department 
of A rchives and H isto ry .
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th e  second was under G eneral Braxton Bragg, and th e  th i r d
was under G eneral W illiam J .  Hardee. A re se rv e  d iv is io n
was a ls o  organized  under G eneral George C ritten d e n , who
s h o r t ly  a fte rw ard s  was re p la c e d  by form er Vice P re s id e n t of
th e  U nited  S ta te s , G eneral John C abell B reck in rid g e .
G eneral Beauregard was named as second in  command of th e
army, w hile  G eneral Bragg was appo in ted  c h ie f  of s t a f f ,
b es id es  r e ta in in g  h is  p o s i t io n  as Second Corps Commander.
One o f th e  most se r io u s  problems fac in g  th e  Confed-'
e r a te  army was th e  la c k  of p roper f ire a rm s . Indeed, th e
lo c a l  b lacksm iths were b u s ily  tu rn in g  out p ik es  to  arm some
oL
of th e  S ou them ers who had no guns. A c tu a lly  G eneral 
Jo h n sto n ’s army possessed  f ire a rm s  fo r  most of th e  men, bu t 
th ey  were of an heterogeneous v a r ie ty .  Host o f th e  Confed­
e ra te  cav a lry  and a r t i l l e r y  and a t  l e a s t  some of th e  
in fa n try  could only be is su ed  shotguns, in  many cases w ith
pC
th e  mens' own p e rso n a l weapons. Many of th e  reg im ents 
were equipped w ith  a  v a r ie d  m ix ture of old f l i n t l o c k  smooth­
bores and c i v i l i a n  s q u i r r e l  r i f l e s .  The d if fe re n c e s  in
23 0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 396; Roman, Beauregard. 1 ,267 ,268 .
p4
Kirwan, Johnny Green. '1 9 .
Jackson , " A Sketch of Hozubee T ro o p e rs ,”; John 
C abell B reck inridge to  P. Q. T. Beauregard, A p ril 1, 1862, 
Braxton Bragg Papers, Palmer C o lle c tio n , W estern Reserve 
H is to r ic a l  C o lle c tio n ; Claud E. P u l le r  and R ichard D.
S tew art, P lrearm s of th e  Confederacy. (H untington, West 
V irg in ia : c . 1943), 289.
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i n  c a l i b e r  o f  th e s e  l a t t e r  com m ercial w eapons c r e a te d  a  
trem endous am m unition  p rob lem  f o r  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  arm y,
26
s in c e  i t  was im p o s s ib le  t o  i s s u e  s ta n d a r d iz e d  c a r t r i d g e s .  
O ther S o u th e rn  i n f a n t r y  u n i t s  w ere e q u ip p e d  w ith  
m i l i t a r y  m odel p e rc u s s io n  sm oothbore m u sk e ts . These weapons 
w ere o b s e le te  and g r e a t l y  i n f e r i o r  t o  th e  m odern r i f l e s  
em ployed by m ost o f th e  U nion arm y, b u t th e y  w ere s t i l l
27
f a i r l y  e f f e c t i v e  a t  ra n g e s  o f l e s s  th a n  a  h u n d red  y a r d s .
S t i l l  o th e r  C o n fe d e ra te  u n i t s ,  su ch  a s  th e  E ig h te e n th
L o u is ia n a ,  T h ird  K entucky , and  B a te 's  Second T en n essee ,
p o s s e s s e d  b o th  m odern army r i f l e s ,  s p o r t in g  guns and
28
p e rc u s s io n  cap  o r  f l i n t l o c k  sm o o th b o res , A v e ry  few  
i n f a n t r y  r e g im e n ts  w ere eq u ip p e d  s o l e ly  w i th  m odern r i f l e s .  
The T w e n tie th  T ennessee  was one su ch  lu c k y  g ro u p . Armed 
w i th  i n e f f e c t i v e  f l i n t l o c k s  a t  th e  d i s a s t e r o u s  B a t t l e  o f 
P is h in g  C reek , K entucky , th e  re g im e n t r e c e iv e d  a  sh ipm ent 
o f ,5 7 7  c a l i b e r  B r i t i s h  E n f ie ld s  when en  r o u t e  t o  C o r in th ,
-----------------2 5 -------------
S ta n le y , Aut o b i o g ran h v . 187; Edwin E en n o ld s , A 
H is to ry  o f  th e  Henry County ComTnanria Which Served  i n  the* 
C o n fe d e ra te  S ta te s  Army. (Kennesaw : 1 9 é l ) ,  25; Henry M e lv i l le  
D o a k ," M e m o irs ," 26 ,
27
Sam W atk ins, ”Co, A y tc h " A S ide  Show o f th e  Big 
Show. (Kew York: 1 9 6 2 ), 25"; Henry G eorge, H is to ry  o f  th e  3d . 
7 t h .  8 th .  and  1 2 th  K entucky. C. S. A ., ( L o u i s v i l l e :  1 9 1 1 ),
28
I b i d . . 19; W. E . Yeatm an, " S h i l o h ," C o n fe d e ra te  
C o l le c t io n ;  C esar P o r ta  t o  J ,  B. W ilk in so n , N, d , ,  L o u is ia n a  
H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t io n  C o l le c t io n .
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These w eapons had  j u s t  a r r i v e d  from  E urope v i a  a s u c c e s s f u l
29b lo ck a d e  r u n n e r .
I f  t h e r e  w ere in a d e q u a c ie s  i n  m ost o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  
s o ld ie r s *  s h o u ld e r  arm s, t h i s  was a t  l e a s t  s l i g h t l y  compen­
s a te d  f o r  i n  th e  w ide v a r i e t y  o f  s id e  arm s c a r r i e d  by 
even  th e  e n l i s t e d  men. M ost o f  th e  o f f i c e r s  and  noncoms 
c a r r i e d  r e v o l v e r s ,  and many o f  th e  fo rm e r c a r r i e d  sw o rd s, 
and a lm o s t everyone  from  p r i v a t e  t o  g e n e r a l  seem s t o  have  
c a r r i e d  some k in d  o f k n i f e ,  w h e th e r  a  s im p le  Bowie o r a  m ore 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  A rkansas t o o th p ic k .  H undreds, p e rh a p s  th o u ­
s a n d s , o f  e n l i s t e d  men c a r r i e d  r e v o lv e r s  o r  some s o r t  of 
p i s t o l  s t u f f e d  i n  t h e i r  p o c k e ts  o r  l a  th e  w a i s t  bands o f 
t h e i r  p a n ts .
As bad a s  th e  weapon s i t u a t i o n  was i n  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  
arm y, t h e  s ta n d a r d s  o f  t r a i n i n g  w ere g e n e r a l ly  even  w o rse , 
e z c e p t ln g  G e n e ra l B ra g g 's  s o l d i e r s .  The c h ie f  o f s t a f f  
d e s c r ib e d  G e n e ra ls  P o lk 's  and  B r e c k in r id g e 's  s o l d i e r s  a s  
a  ’’h e te ro g e n e o u s  m ass i n  w h ich  th e r e  was more e n th u s ia sm  
th a n  d i s c i p l i n e ,  more c a p a c i ty  th a n  know ledge, and more
J . McMurray, H is to r y  o f  th e  T w e n tie th  T ennessee  
Begim ent V o lu n te e r  I n f a n t r y . C. S .” î . 7 T î î a s h v i l l e :  Ï 9Ô4 ) ,
84 ; P u l l e r  and S te u a r t ,  P lre a rm s  o f  C o n fe d e rac y . 117.
On A p r i l  1 , 1862 , G e n era l H ardee r e p o r te d  t h a t  1 ,0 6 0  o f  
h i s  men w ere  arm ed w i th  E n f ie ld  r i f l e s ,  a l th o u g h  he was 
d a n g e ro u s ly  s h o r t  on c a r t r i d g e s .  0 . R . , Z, p a r t  2 , 379 .
^ ^ S ta n le y ,  Aut ob io g ra p h y . 171; S te p h en so n , " W ill ie  
M ica jah  B arrow  D ia r y ," 4 3 6 -4 4 0 ,
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v a l o r  th a n  i n s t r u c t i o n s . " ^ ^  One o f B ra g g 's  b ig g e s t  p rob«  
lem s i n  t r y in g  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  th e  army l a y  i n  th e  l a c k  o f 
t r a i n e d  o f f i c e r s .  Most o f  th e  s e n io r  o f f i c e r s  w ere e i t h e r  
p r o f e s s io n a l s  o r e x p e r ie n c e d  a m a te u rs , b u t  a t  th e  company 
and r e g im e n ta l  l e v e l  th e  b u lk  o f  o f f i c e r s  w ere e x - c i v i l i a n s ,  
A v e ry  few  re g im e n ts  had  t r a i n e d  s e n io r  o f f i c e r s .
The S even th  K entucky was v e ry  f o r t u n a t e  i n  p o s s e s s in g  
C o lo n e l C h a rle s  W ic k l i f f e ,  West P o in t  c l a s s  o f  1839, W ick- 
l i f f e  had  th r e e  y e a r s  o f f r o n t i e r  d u ty  b eh in d  him , and he 
had s e rv e d  a s  c a p ta in  o f th e  S ix te e n th  Ü. 3 . I n f a n t r y  and 
m a jo r  o f th e  F o u r te e n th  d u r in g  th e  M exican War, A f te r  t h a t  
c o n f l i c t ,  h e  l e f t  th e  army to  e n te r  th e  K entucky l e g i s l a ­
t u r e ,  l a t e r  s e rv in g  f o u r  y e a rs  a s  commonwealth a t t o r n e y ,
C o lo n e l Jo e  % e e l e r ,  N in e te e n th  Alabama-, was a n o th e r  
good exam ple o f th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  s o l d i e r  p la c e d  i n  command 
o f  a  v o lu n te e r  r e g im e n t ,  A W est P o in t  g ra d u a te  o f  1859, 
and a  v e te r a n  o f  one I n d ia n  a c t io n ,  th e  tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a r  o ld  
W heeler had  been  c o lo n e l  o f th e  N in e te e n th  Alabama s in c e  
Septem ber o f  th e  p re v io u s  y e a r ,  t u r n in g  i t  i n t o  one o f  th e  
b e s t  t r a i n e d  o r g a n iz a t io n s  i n  B ra g g 's  command,
B rax to n  B ragg , " A lb e r t  S idney  J o h n s to n ,"  M rs, 
Mason B a r re t  C o l le c t io n ,
^^G eorge, H is to r y  o f th e  3d , 7 th ,  8 th ,  end 1 2 th  
K en tucky . 0 . S. A . T W T  ----- -----------------
^^D yer, "P i g h t i n ' J o e "W heeler, 5 -1 9 .
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Colonel Jean  A lexander Mouton, E ig h teen th  L o u isian a , 
was a ls o  a West P o in t g rad u a te , hut f o r  te n  y ea rs  before 
th e  C iv il  War he spen t h is  tim e as a r a i l r o a d  en g in eer, 
a lth o u g h  he d id  se rv e  as a m i l i t i a  o f f ic e r .
J .  S. Marmaduke, co lo n e l of th e  Third C onfederate 
In fa n try  Regiment, was a lso  a g raduate  of th e  West P o in t 
c la s s  of 1857, b es id es  p o ssessin g  fo u r  years  of command 
experience  in  th e  peacetim e U. S. Army, w hile  Colonel John 
C, Moore, Second Texas, possessed  th e  most experience of 
any of G eneral A lb e rt Sidney Jo h n sto n ’s reg im en ta l com­
m anders, A member of th e  c la s s  of 1849, a t  West P o in t, 
Moore had served a g a in s t  th e  Seminoles in  F lo r id a , as w ell 
as  in  th e  t e r r i t o r y  of Wew Mexico.
Twenty y e a r  o ld  John H erbert K elly , Winth Arkansas 
B a tta lio n , was th e  youngest f i e l d  o f f ic e r  w ith  th e  Army of 
th e  M is s is s ip p i. A fte r  th re e  y ea rs  a t  West P o in t, K elly  
re s ig n e d  to  e n te r  th e  C onfederate Army as m ajor of th e  
F o u rteen th  Arkansas In fa n try  in  September, 1861.^ ^
Excepting th e  West P o in te rs  most of Jo h n sto n ’s 
reg im e n ta l commanders had only se rv ic e  experience in  th e  
Mexican War. Colonel George Manney, F i r s t  Tennessee; 
Colonel W. B. B ate, Second Tennessee; and Colonel John H.
^^Maud K elly , " G eneral John H erbert K elly , The Boy 
G eneral of th e  C onfederacy ," The Alabama H is to r ic a l  -Q uarterly . 
I I  (S p rin g , 1947), 14-39.
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C la n to n , F i r s t  Alabama C a v a lry , -were a l l  t h r e e  M exican War
v e t e r a n s .  C o lo n e l R o b e rt T y le r ,  F i f te e n th .  T en n e sse e ,
r e p r e s e n te d  a  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e  o f  m i l i t a r y  e x p e r ie n c e .  Tw enty-
e ig h t  y e a r s  o ld ,  T y le r  was a  v e te r a n  o f  W illiam  W alk e r’ s
f i r s t  f i l i b u s t e r i n g  e x p e d i t io n  t o  M c a ra u g a . T y le r  had  a b ly
commanded h i s  r e g im e n t a t  th e  B a t t l e  o f Belm ont, and  t h i s
d u a l  e x p e r ie n c e  h e lp e d  m ark him a s  one o f  th e  b e t t e r
35
r e g im e n ta l  l e a d e r s .
The b u lk  o f th e  r e g im e n ta l  commanders w ere men o f  a
c o m p le te ly  c i v i l i a n  b ackg round , a p p o in te d  c o lo n e ls  b ecau se
of p o l i t i c a l  in f lu e n c e  o r o r g a n iz a t io n a l  a b i l i t y .  One o f
th e  m ost a b le  o f  th e s e  was th e  commander o f th e  F o u r th
L o u is ia n a  I n f a n t r y ,  Henry W atk ins A lle n , a  la w y e r , p o l i t i c i a n
and som etim es E u ropean  t r a v e l e r ,  who o r i g i n a l l y  won th e
36
e l e c t i o n  a s  l i e u t e n a n t  c o lo n e l  o f th e  re g im e n t .
C o lo n e l John  J ,  T h o rn to n , S ix th  M i s s i s s ip p i ,  d id  have
s e v e r a l  m onths e x p e r ie n c e  a s  a  c o lo n e l  o f M is s i s s ip p i
m i l i t i a ,  A r e s i d e n t  o f  B randon, M is s i s s ip p i , ,  he was th e  one
member o f th e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n tio n  who r e f u s e d  to
37
s ig n  th e  o rd in a n c e  o f  s e c e s s io n .
35
W arner, G e n e ra ls  i n  G ray. 312? 0 , R ,,  I I I ,  336 ,36 — —
V in c e n t C a ss id y , Henrv W atkins A lle n  o f  L o u is ia n a .  
(B a ton  Rouge : 1 9 6 4 ) , 3 -7 0 ; T a y lo r , R e lu c ta n t  R e b e l. 31 ,
37
Rowland, The O f f i c i a l  and S t a t i s t i c a l  R e g is te r  o f 
th e  S ta te  o f M is s i s s i p p i .  558 , “
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P o r t y - s i z  y e a r  o ld  Thomas H a rt E m it o f th e  S ix th
K entucky was a  n a t iv e  o f  L e x in g to n , a  b u sin essm an , and  a
fo rm e r  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  g u a r d , w h i l e  o f a  s l i g h t l y
d i f f e r e n t  t r a d i t i o n ,  C o lo n e l D a n ie l W e is ig e r  Adams, F i r s t
L o u is ia n a  R e g u la r  I n f a n t r y ,  had a t  l e a s t  been  u n d e r f i r e ,
a l th o u g h  n o t  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  In  a  d u e l  i n  L o u is ia n a ,
th e  h i g h - s p i r i t e d  Adams had  k i l l e d  a  new spaper e d i t o r  who
had  c r i t i c i z e d  h i s  F e d e ra l  j u d g e - f a th e r .^ ^
Most o f th e  r e g im e n ta l  commanders o f  th e  C o n fed eracy
f e l l  i n t o  some s o r t  o f  c a te g o ry  b e tw een  Adams, th e  d u e l i s t
c i v i l i a n ,  and th e  e x - m i l i t i a  o f f i c e r  Jo h n  T h o rn to n . The
m a jo r i ty  o f th e  lo w er g ra d e  o f f i c e r s  la c k e d  any m i l i t a r y
e x p e r ie n c e ,  a lth o u g h  th e r e  w ere a  few  n o ta b le  e x c e p tio n s
su c h  a s  Leon von Z inken , m a jo r o f th e  T w e n tie th  L o u is ia n a .
An e x -P ru s s ia n  o f f i c e r ,  von 2finken was h im s e l f  th e  so n  o f  a
P r u s s ia n  g e n e r a l .  A lthough  he spoke o n ly  clum sy E n g l is h ,  he
was u s u a l ly  a b le  to  make h i s  p o in t  t o  h i s  p a r t  German, p a r t  
40
I r i s h  re g im e n t .
F i r s t  L ie u te n a n t  W illiam  Moon, Company A., S e v e n te e n th
Thompson, H is to r y  o f t ^  Orphan B rig a d e . 4 2 9 -4 3 1 .
A. B ., I ,  5 5 .
^ ^ E l la  Lonn, F o re ig n e r s  i n  th e  C o n fed eracy , (C h ap e l 
H i l l :  1 9 4 0 ) , 1 4 2 , 1 4 3 . ---------------------------------------
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Alabam a, had  se rv e d  i n  th e  M exican War and w ith  W illiam
W alker i n  W icaranga b e fo re  b e in g  e le c t e d  t o  h i s  p o s i t io n
41
i n  S ep tem ber, 1861.
Some o f th e  r e g im e n ta l  commanders w ere e i t h e r  in e p t  
o r s im p ly  c o m p le te ly  u n r e l i a b l e .  C o lo n e l Thomas H i l l  
W a tts , S e v e n te e n th  A labam a, was by p r o f e s s io n  a  la i fy e r ,  and 
he te n d e d  t o  c a r r y  h i s  l e g a l  t r a i n i n g  o v e r i n t o  h i s  m i l i t a r y  
c a r e e r .  W atts T-jas p e r s i s t e n t l y  t-jrajagling w ith  G en era l 
Bragg o v er some m inor p o in t s  o f o r d e r .  Wh.ile a t  C o r in th , 
he a l s o  r e f u s e d  t o  obey a n  o rd e r  from  h i s  b r ig a d e  commander. 
G e n e ra l A dley  H. G ladden . The l a w y e r - s o ld ie r  a l s o  p e r ­
suaded  h i s  s e n io r  o f f i c e r s  t o  j o in  w ith  him i n  h i s  m u tin y . 
The u p sh o t o f  t h e  a f f a i r  was t h a t  W atts and th e  o th e r s  were 
p la c e d  u n d e r  a r r e s t  u n t i l  th e y  w ro te  a n  ap o lo g y  t o  G en era l 
G ladden , a d m it t in g  th e y  had  done I'orong i n  r e f u s in g  a la w fu l  
o r d e r .  A few  d ay s l a t e r  W atts  was a p p o in te d  A tto rn e y  
G e n e ra l of th e  C o n fe d e ra te  S t a t e s ,  and upon a c c e p t in g  th e
a p p o in tm e n t, l e f t  th e  re g im e n t f o r e v e r ,  e n t r u s t i n g  i t  t o
42
L ie u te n a n t  C o lo n e l R o b e rt C, F a r i s s ,
A much more s e r io u s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a f f a i r  vras t h a t  
o c c u r r in g  betw een  G e n era l Bragg and  G e n e ra ls  George
Crenshaw , "D iary  o f C a n ta in  Edward C ren sh aw ," 264.
42
I b i d . .  266 , 267; ¥ .  B rew er, A labam a: Her H is to r y . 
R e so u rc e s . War R eco rd , and P u b lic  Men Prom 1 5 4 0 -Ï8 7 2 . 
(M ontgom ery: 1 8 7 2 ), 460 , 4 6 1 .
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C r i t te n d e n  and W illiam  C a r r o l l ,  R e p o r ts  c i r c u l a t e d  a t
B ra g g 's  h e a d q u a r te r s  t h a t  th e  two l a t t e r  o f f i c e r s  w ere
n e g le c t in g  t h e i r  d u t ie s  and sp e n d in g  to o  much tim e  d r in k in g .
C r i t te n d e n  was a l r e a d y  u n d e r  a  c lo u d  f o r  th e  F is h in g  C reek
d e b a c le ,  a t  w h ich  i t  was commonly ch a rg ed  t h a t  he had been  
43d ru n k . On G e n e ra l B ragg s o r d e r s ,  H ardee v i s i t e d  C r i t t e n ­
d e n 's  command and had th e  two men a r r e s t e d ,  C r i t te n d e n  f o r
d ru n k n ess  and C a r r o l l  f o r  th e  same v i o l a t i o n ,  p lu s
44a d d i t i o n a l  c h a rg e s  o f n e g le c t  and  in co m p e te n ce . F o r b o th  
o f f i c e r s  i t  was th e  end a s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r s  
w e n t. C r i t te n d e n  r e s ig n e d  h i s  command a s  m ajo r g e n e r a l  and 
s p e n t  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w ar i n  v a r io u s  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  c a p a c i t i e s .  
C a r r o l l  r e s ig n e d  and w ent t o  C anada. C r i t t e n d e n 's  l o s s  was 
a n  e s p e c i a l l y  sad  one, f o r  t h a t  o f f i c e r  was one o f  th e  m ost 
e x p e r ie n c e d  in  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  arm y. West P o in t  t r a i n e d ,  he 
had  fo u g h t i n  th e  B lack  Hawk War, w i th  th e  Texas R e p u b lic  
Army, and i n  th e  M exican War. H is b r o th e r  was Thomas 
L eo n id as C r i t t e n d e n ,  M ajor G e n e ra l, U n ite d  S ta te s  V o lu n te e r s .
B ra g g 's  e f f o r t s  t o  w hip th e  army in to  sh ap e  w ere 
h a n d ic ap p e d  by t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  f o r t i f y  C o r in th  i n  c a se  
G e n e ra l U. S, G ra n t sh o u ld  su d d e n ly  s t r i k e .  S t i l l ,  some 
f o u r  m ile s  o f b re a s tw o rk s  w ere c o n s t r u c te d  a ro u n d  C o r in th
"^^0. R . , X, p a r t  2 , 379; W a sh v ille  G a z e t te . Ja n u a ry  
2 6 ,1 8 6 2 ; Memphis A p p ea l. P e b ru a rv  5 , 1862 .
4 4
0. R . ,  X, p a r t  2 , 379 .
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Ac
i i i  l a t e  March» Bragg was a l s o  h a n d ic ap p e d  hy w ide­
sp re a d  s ic k n e s s  among th e  o f f i c e r s  and e n l i s t e d  men.
C o r in th  p o s s e s s e d  b u t l i m i t e d  s u p p l ie s  o f p u re  w a te r ,  and
th e  arm y, la c k in g  know ledge o f p ro p e r  m ethods o f s a n i t a -
46t i o n ,  q u ic k ly  managed t o  p o l lu t e  m ost o f  t h e s e .  The
c o n tin u in g  c o ld ,  w et w e a th e r ,  w hich p la g u e d  th e  S o u th e rn e rs
i n  T ennessee and K entucky re e k e d  d e v a s t a t i o n  i n  th e  ra n k s
a t  C o r in th . l'îany o f th e  R e b e ls  w ere a l r e a d y  i n  poor
c o n d i t io n  from  th e  w i n t e r 's  cam paign ing  i n  K en tucky ,and
G en era l B ra g g 's  s o l d i e r s  s u f f e r e d  s e v e r e ly  a f t e r  t h e i r
47s ta y  i n  sunny F lo r id a .  B la n k e ts ,  r a i n c o a t s ,  u n ifo rm s
and even  sh o es  w ere i n  s h o r t  su p p ly , even  f o r  o f f i c e r s ,
48w hich  added t o  th e  p ro b lem s. The T w e n tie th  T ennessee  was 
is s u e d  on ly  t h i r t y - t h r e e  p a i r s  o f good b o o ts ,  so  C o lo n e l 
J o e l  B a t t l e  d e c id e d  th e  o n ly  f a i r  way o f  d i s t r i b u t i n g  th e  
f o o t  g e a r  was t o  l e t  th e  men s e t t l e  i t  w i th  a s h o o tin g  
m atch . F i r i n g  a t  two h u n d red  y a rd  ra n g e  t a r g e t s ,  th e  t h r e e
5 jo h n  C ato t o  w i f e ,  î-îarch 27 , 1862, John  A. Cato 
P a p e rs ; Thomas P. R ic h a rd so n  to  T ann ie , M arch 2 6 , 1862, 
Thomas P. R ic h a rd so n  P a p e rs , L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  
A rc h iv e s .
Duncan, R e c o l l e c t i o n s . 1 3 ,1 4 .
47 Crenshaw , "D iary  o f  C a p ta in  Edward C ren sh aw ,"
265.
48McMurray, T w e n tie th  T en n e sse e . 84; Thomas P. 
R ic h a rd so n  t o  T an n ie , March 26V 1062; John  C ato  t o  w ife ,  
March 27, 1862 , John  A. C ato  P a p e rs ,
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b e s t  s h o ts  i n  e a c h  company r e c e iv e d  a  p a i r  o f s h o e s — a 
u n iq u e  m ethod o f  m i l i t a r y  su p p ly  d i s t r i b u t i o n . ^ ^
J u s t  t h r e e  h o u rs  h o rse b a c k  r i d e  away. G e n e ra l Ü. S. 
G r a n t 's  army was a l s o  u n d e rg o in g  a  few  p ro b lem s. The 
s in g l e  b ig g e s t  th in g  wrong w i th  th e  Union army was a  m alady 
w hich  a l l  o f  th e  men from  p r i v a t e  t o  g e n e ra l  w ere s u f f e r in g — 
o v e rc o n f id e n c e . On March 2 9 , G ran t w ro te  h i s  b e lo v e d  w ife , 
J u l i a ,  t h a t  "a  b ig  f i g h t  may be lo o k ed  f o r  some p la c e  b e fo re  
a  g r e a t  w h ile  w h ich  i t  a p p e a rs  t o  me w i l l  be th e  l a s t  in  th e  
W est. " He w ent on to  say  t h a t  he  was c o m p le te ly  c o n f id e n t  
o f  s u c c e s s . J u s t  th r e e  days l a t e r  G r a n t 's  y o u n g e s t 
d i v i s io n a l  commander. G e n e ra l Lew W allace , w ro te  an  o ld  
f r i e n d  t h a t  th e  r e b e l l i o n  " i s  c lo s in g  f a s t , "  and c o n tin u in g ,  
W allace  p r e d ic te d  t h a t  th e  U nion army would have  com ple te
51c o n t r o l  o f th e  M is s i s s ip p i  E lv e r  b e fo re  th e  end o f  A p r i l .
B e fo re  t h e  e x p e d i t io n  s t a r t e d  up th e  T ennessee  E lv e r ,  
G overnor S. J .  Kirkwood o f  Iowa v i s i t e d  th e  t r o o p s ,  t e l l i n g  
them  t h a t  th e  "backbone o f  th e  r e b e l l i o n  was b r o k e n ," and
t h a t  th e  w ar was n e a r ly  o v e r . A ccord ing  t o  th e  g o v e rn o r ,
52a l l  o f  th e  s o l d i e r s  would be home by th e  F o u r th  o f  J u ly .  
In d e e d , S e c re ta ry  o f  War S ta n to n  was so o p t im i s t i c  a b o u t
"^% cM urray, T w e n tie th  T en n e sse e . 84,
50# , s .  G ra n t t o  w i f e ,  M arch 29 , 1862, U. 8 . G ran t 
P a p e rs , I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  l i b r a r y .
C iv i l  War H is to r y . V I I I  (S ep tem ber, 1 9 6 2 ) ,3 3 5 ,3 3 6 .
5 ^ B e l l ,  Tramps and  T rium phs. 14.
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Union m i l i t a r y  p ro s p e c ts  t h a t  on A p r i l  3 , he i s s u e d  G e n era l
O rder Uo. 33» w hich  s t a t e d  t h a t  " th e  r e c r u i t i n g  s e rv ic e
f o r  v o lu n te e r s  w i l l  be d is c o n tin u e d  i n  e v e ry  s t a t e  from  
53
t h i s  d a t e . " W ith t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  l e a d e r s
i n  su c h  o p t im is t ic  s p i r i t s  over- th e  p ro g re s s  o f  th e  w ar,
th e  Union ra n k  and f i l e  c o u ld  h a rd ly  be blam ed f o r  s h a r in g
54
th e  o p t im i s t i c  c e r t a i n t y .
P r iv a te  Snoch C olby , J r . ,  B a tte ry  A, F i r s t  I l l i n o i s  
L ig h t A r t i l l e r y ,  w ro te  home t h a t  "we s h a l l  n o t  have  more
th a n  one more f i g h t ,  and t h a t  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be a t  C o r in th ,
55
M i s s i s s i p p i . "  L iu e te n a n t  Payson Shumway, F o u r te e n th
I l l i n o i s ,  w ro te  h i s  w ife ,  H a t t i e ,  t h a t  " i t  i s  g e n e r a l ly
th o u g h t t h a t  ou r enemy w i l l  r e t r e a t  a s  we a d v a n c e ."
Shumway c o n tin u e d , " I  do n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  any f i g h t i n g
56
v e ry  so o n , i f  a t  a l l .  "
53 Eugene M urdock, O h io 's  Bounty System  i n  th e  C iv i l  
War. (Colum bus: c .  1 9 6 3 ), 3* F o r some o p t im i s t i c  c i v i l i a n  
v iew s on th e  w ar, se e  H a r p e r 's  W eekly. March 1 ,2 2 ,  1862.
54
John  T a y lo r , "E em in iscen ees o f S e rv ic e  a s  an 
A ide-de-C am p w ith  G en era l W illiam  Tecumseh S herm an ,"
War T a lk s  i n  K a n sa s ; A S e r ie s  o f P ap e rs  Read B efo re  th e  
K ansas Commandery o f th e  M i l i t a r y  O rder o f  th e  L oyal 
L eg ion  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s . iK ansas C ity :  1 9 0 6 ) ,1 3 0 ,
131; Jo h n  F o s te r ,  War S to r i e s  f o r  My G ra n d c h ild re n .(Cam - 
b r id g e  : 1 9 1 8 ), 60; W ilbur C rusm er, W ith G ra n t a t  P o r t  
B oneIson . S h ilo h  and V ic k sb u rg . (Oak P a rk : 19 l5 T , 47;
L u c iu s  B a rb e r , Army Memoirs o f  L u ciu s W. B a rb e r . Company 
P, 1 5 th  I l l i n o i s  I n f a n t r y . (C h icago : 1^94),  4S.
55
Enoch C. C olby, J r .  to  h i s  f a t h e r ,  A p r i l  4 ,1 8 6 2 , 
M isc e lla n e o u s  C o l le c t io n s ,  S h ilo h  N a tio n a l M i l i t a r y  P ark .
56 Payson Z. Shumway to  w ife ,  March 19 , 1862,
Payson Z. Shumway P a p e rs , I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  L ib ra ry ,
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P r iv a te  E l i j a h  Shepard  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  ” we have  th e  r e v e l s
Q le b e l^  now a s  i t  were a lm o s t  i n  ou r pow er. They p e r f e c t l y
cowed dot-m, th e y  have l o s t  a l l  hope o f c o n q u e rin g  u s .  ”
S hepard  w ent on t o  sa y  t h a t  many o f th e  men w ere a f r a i d  t o
ta k e  le a v e  o r  go home f o r  f e a r  o f m is s in g  th e  end o f th e  
57
w a r.
W hatever th e  s t a t e  o f th e  a rm y’s th in k in g ,  th e  men
w ere s t i l l  happy to  se e  r e in fo rc e m e n ts  a r r i v i n g  by s te a m e r
i n  a  s te a d y  s tre a m . But th e  new a r r i v a l s  gave G e n e ra l G ra n t
a  number o f f a i r l y  s i g n i f i c e n t  p ro b lem s. O bviously  one -was
a  q u e s t io n  o f o r g a n iz a t io n .  G ran t had  t o  d e c id e  w hat
d i v i s io n s  t o  a s s i g n  th e  new u n i t s  t o .  F i n a l l y  th e  army
commander h a n d le d  th e  m a t te r  by c r e a t in g  a  c o m p le te ly  new
d i v i s i o n ,  th e  S ix th ,  t o  be l e d  by G e n e ra l B enjam in M,
58
P r e n t i s s .
F o r ty - tw o  y e a r  o ld  P r e n t i s s  ir/as b o rn  i n  V i r g in ia ,
■ b u t grew  up i n  M is s o u r i  and I l l i n o i s .  D uring  th e  Mormon
t r o u b l e s ,  he se rv e d  a s  a  j u n io r  o f f i c e r  i n  th e  I l l i n o i s  
59
M i l i t i a .  'i'Jhen th e  M exican War b roke o u t ,  P r e n t i s s  
e n l i s t e d  i n  th e  F i r s t  I l l i n o i s .  By a  p e c u l i a r  q u i rk  o f
57
E li ja h  I .  Shepard to  w ife , March 29? 1862, 
M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h ilo h  N atio n a l M ilita ry  P ark .
58
Gamnaigns in  Kentucky and T ennessee. 113.
59
"Warner, G enerals in  Blue. 385, 386 .
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f a t e ,  H. L. W allace  se rv e d  i n  th e  same company a s  
f r e n t l s s .  In d e e d , when P r e n t i s s  was prom oted t o  company 
commander, W allace  r e p la c e d  him a s  f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ,  
b o th  men p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  th e  B a t t l e  o f  Buena V is t a .
P r e n t i s s  managed t o  s u rv iv e  th e  w ar t o  become a  la w y e r  i n  
h i s  a d o p te d  s ta te *  On th e  o u tb re a k  o f h o s t i l i t i e s  P r e n t i s s  
was com m issioned  c o lo n e l  o f th e  T en th  I l l i n o i s  I n f a n t r y ,  . 
b u t  was soon  p rom oted  t o  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e ra l  o f  v o lu n te e r s ,  
t o  r a n k  from  May 7 . G ran t and P r e n t i s s  w ere n o t  on th e  
v e ry  b e s t  te rm s , and h i s  a p p o in tm en t m ust r e f l e c t  G ra n t’ s 
c o n fid e n c e  i n  him .
A n o th e r a d m in i s t r a t iv e  p rob lem  c o n ce rn ed  th e  commander 
o f  th e  Second D iv is io n ,  C, P . S m ith . The s c r a t c h  on h i s  
l e g  r e f u s e d  t o  h e a l ,  and th e  w h ite  h a i r e d  v e t e r a n  was 
c o n f in e d  t o  h i s  u p s t a i r s  bed i n  th e  W. H. C herry  H ouse, 
u n a b le  t o  e x e r c i s e  command o v e r h i s  u n i t .  The m a n tle  o f 
h i s  Second D iv is io n  f e l l  upon th e  l e a n ,  lo n g  f a c e d  ¥ . H, L, 
W a lla c e . A p p o in ted  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l  o f v o lu n te e r s  on 
M arch 2 , 1862- W illiam  H. 1 .  W allace  was f o r m a l ly  d i r e c t e d  
t o  ta k e  c h a rg e  o f th e  Second D iv is io n  on A p r i l  3 .° ^
The new d i v i s i o n a l  commander was f o r t y  y e a r s  o ld .
^ ^ I s a b e l  W allace , L ife  and  L e t t e r s  o f G e n e ra l 
W. H. I .  W allace , (C h icag o ; 190977 2 0 -2 6 .
^^W, H. L. W allace  t o  h i s  w if e ,  Ann, A p r i l  3 , 
1862 , W. H. I .  W allace P a p e rs , I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  
L ib r a r y .
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and  had se rv e d  a s  a  company g ra d e  o f f i c e r  i n  th e  F i r s t  
I l l i n o i s  I n f a n t r y  d u r in g  th e  M exican War. A c a p a b le  p e a c e ­
tim e  a t to r n e y  and I l l i n o i s  p o l i t i c i a n ,  W allace  was a  v e ry  
d e v o te d  s u p p o r te r  o f  th e  U nion. A lth o u g h  he blam ed th e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  f o r  s t a r t i n g  th e  w ar, t h e  sandy  h a i r e d ,  g r a y ­
eyed  W allace was s t i l l  r e a d y  to  u p h o ld  th e  n a t i o n a l  f l a g . ^ ^
One o f G r a n t ’ s l e s s e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  was m oving th e  
F i r s t  D iv is io n  from  Savannah to  P i t t s b u r g  l a n d in g .  Most o f  
th e  t r a n s p o r t s  had b e e n  s e n t  back  to  K en tucky  to  p ic k  up 
r e in fo r c e m e n ts  o r  s u p p l i e s ,  and G ran t was fo r c e d  t o  make th e  
s w itc h  w i th  o n ly  two s te a m e rs ,  one o f  them  a  t i n y  v e s s e l .
The d i v i s i o n a l  t r a n s f e r  began  on M arch 21 , b u t  was n o t
f u l l y  com p le ted  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s . The w e a th e r  was g e n e r a l ly
warm and w e t, and  th e  arm y was a b le  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  f a i r l y
r ig o r o u s  program  o f  d r i l l .  E i t h e r  b e c a u se  h e  beg rudged  th e
tim e  l o s t  t o  t r a i n i n g ,  o r  he s im p ly  f e l t  i t  u n n e c e s s a ry .
G ran t n e g le c te d  to  e r e c t  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a s  h i s  s u p e r io r ,
63
H enry H a lle c k , had  d i r e c t e d .
62
W a lla c e , L if e  and l e t t e r s  o f G e n e ra l W. H. 1 . 
W a lla c e , 1 -6 4 ; W, H, L , W allace  t o  v j lf e ,  Ann, A p r i l  3 ,1 8 6 2 , 
(se c o n d  l e t t e r  o f A p r i l  3 ) ,  W. H, 1 . W allace  P a p e rs .
63
John  M cC lem and t o  Ü. S. G ra n t,  M arch 2 1 ,1 8 6 2 ,
John  A. M cClernand P a p e rs , T h is t r a n s f e r  m eant M cClernand 
became army commander a t  P i t t s b u r g  when G ra n t was a b s e n t  a t  
th e  C h erry  House h e a d q u a r te r s  i n  Savannah , Am brose, HailPf>]r. 
4 4 ; G r e n v i l le  Dodge, " P e rs o n a l  R e c o l le c t io n s  o f  G en era l 
G ra n t and H is Cam paigns i n  th e  W e s t ," A P ap er Read by M ajor 
G e n e ra l G re n v i l le  M. Dodge, U. S. V o lu n te e r s .  O c tober 5 , 
1 9 0 4 . (Keokuk: 1 9 0 ? ) , 353 ,
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T rain ing  schedules were co n s id e rab ly  handicapped by 
th e  la c k  of p ro fe s s io n a l m i l i ta ry  t r a in in g  on th e  p a r t  of
most of G ra n t 's  o f f ic e r s .  As was th e  case i n  th e  Confed­
e r a te  army, th e  m a jo rity  of Fnion o f f ic e r s  possessed  very
l i t t l e  m il i ta ry  background, except a s t i n t  in  the  m i l i t i a
or w ith  th e  v o lu n te e rs  in  th e  Mexican War.
Perhaps Colonel W illiam Shaw, P o u rteen th  Iowa, was 
ty p ic a l  as any. Educated in  th e  M in e  Wesleyan Seminary, 
Shaw served in  th e  Second Kentucky In fa n try  during  the 
Mexican War, and when th a t  c o n f l i c t  ended, he remained in  
th e  Southwest a s  an ad v e n tu re r , businessm an, and sometimes 
In d ian  f ig h te r .  In  184-9, he was a member of th e  f i r s t
p a r ty  to  c ro ss  th e  d e s o la te , t r a c k le s s  re g io n  between
64
Santa Pe, Wew Mexico, and P o rt Smith, A rkansas.
Colonel Joseph Woods, Tw elfth Iowa, was a West P o in t
g rad u a te , w hile Colonel M arcellus Crocker, T h irtee n th  Iowa,
had spen t two y ea rs  a t  th e  M ilita ry  Academy before i l l
65
h e a l th  fo rced  h is  r e s ig n a tio n . Colonel Hugh T. field , 
F if te e n th  Iowa In fa n try , was f i f t y  y ea rs  o ld , and a g raduate  
of Bloomington, Ind iana C ollege. Im m igrating to  Iowa, he 
p ra c tic e d  law , fre q u e n tly  se rv in g  as  d i s t r i c t  a tto rn e y  fo r
64
E d ith  McBlroy, The Undying P ro c ess io n : Iowa * s 
C iv il  War fiegim ents. (Des Moines: H .d .) , 36 .
55
M ildred Throne ( e d , ), "Iowa and th e  B a ttle  of 
S h ilo h ,"  The Iowa Jo u rn a l of H is to ry . LV (J u ly , 1957), 
214.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
154
alm ost a q u a r te r  of a cen tu ry  b efo re  en te r in g  th e  Ü. S.
Army in  1361, as a  co lone l of v o lu n te e rs . M ajor, l a t e r  
S ecre ta ry  of War, Belknap of th e  same reg im ent, possessed  
only a  s l i g h t ly  more m a r ita l  background. Bom a t  He-wberg, 
Hew York, in  1829, Belknap l a t e r  was g raduated  from P rin c e ­
to n  C ollege . He l a t e r  p ra c tic e d  law in  h is  adopted s ta te  
of Iowa. O rig in a lly  a  Douglas Democrat, Belknap was 
converted  to  th e  Republican p a r ty  on th e  ou tbreak  of th e  
C iv il  War. ‘i'/hile re s id in g  in  Keokuk, he en te red  th e  lo c a l  
m i l i t i a  company, th e  C ity  R i f le s ,  which he ro se  to  command. 
P a r t ly  due to  a m a r i ta l  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  Colonel Reid and 
p a r t ly  to  h is  m i l i ta ry  t r a in in g  and p o l i t i c a l  t ie -u p s ,
Belknap was commissioned m ajor of th e  F if te e n th  Iowa,
66
November, 1861.
The F o r ty - th ird  I l l i n o i s  R egim ent's p o s it io n  was a 
l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t .  I t s  co lo n e l was J u l iu s  R a ith , a German- 
American v e te ra n  of th e  Mexican War, in  which he had 
commanded a company in  the Second I l l i n o i s  V o lun teers.
When th e  C iv il War broke out R a ith  h e lped  a  prom inent 
I l l i n o i s  German-American, Gustave K oerner, o rganize a German 
reg im en t. Koerner soon severed h is  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  
reg im en t, and R a ith  was appo in ted  c o lo n e l by th e  governor of 
I l l i n o i s .
^^W illlam Belknap, H isto ry  of t ^  15th Regiment Iowa 
V eteran V olun teer In fa n try , Fî qm O ctober. 1861. to  A ugust, 
l565.~lK oekuk; 1^87), 15 -17 ,20 ,21 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
155
To serve as l ie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l, J u l iu s  2 a i th  c a lle d  
an old f r ie n d  and comrade, Adolph Sngelmann, a f i f t y -  
two year old n a tiv e  of B av aria . Bngelmann’s fam ily  
imm igrated to  America back i n  1835, but th e  fu tu re  C iv il 
War o f f ic e r  rem ained behind to  study  ju risp ru d en ce  in  
H eidelberg , Munich and Jen a . Becoming invo lved  in  a 
re v o lu tio n a ry  p lo t  a t  F ra n k fo r t, Germany, Engelmann was 
fo rced  to  f l e e  to  France and f i n a l l y  to  th e  U nited S ta te s .
In  S t. L ouis, M issouri, he was adm itted  to  th e  b a r , and he 
earned a  l iv in g  as  an a t to rn e y , n o ta ry  and r e a l t o r .  In 
1840, Sngelmann moved to  th e  predom inantly  German-American 
se ttle m e n t of B e l le v i l le ,  I l l i n o i s .  Laiiyer, c i r c u i t  
c le rk  and depu ty , Engelmann e n l i s te d  as a second l ie u te n a n t  
in  th e  Second I l l i n o i s  Regiment on June 16, 1846. A fte r  
being wounded a t  Buena V is ta , L ieu ten an t Engelmann was 
honorably d ischarged  on June 18, 1847, In  th e  y ea rs  a f t e r  
th e  war, Engelmann became known as one of th e  most im portan t 
le a d e rs  of th e  la rg e  German elem ents in  I l l i n o i s  and as 
p u b lish e r  o f th e  B e l le v i l le  Z eitung . th e  f i r s t  prom inent 
German newspaper in  th e  s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s .  Adolph Engelmann 
he ld  v a rio u s  p o l i t i c a l  o f f ic e s  b efo re  1861. His appointm ent 
as l ie u te n a n t  co lo n e l of th e  German F o r ty - th ird  I l l i n o i s  
In fa n try  helped s o l id i f y  p ro -U n io n is t f e e l in g s  among the 
extrem ely la rg e  group of b o th  f i r s t  and second g en e ra tio n
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67
Germans in  th e  s t a t e .
O ffice rs  l i k e  Shaw, Heid, Belknap, R a ith  and S ngel­
mann u s u a lly  perform ed f a i r l y  capab ly , hu t th e  presence of 
a la rg e  number of am ateur s o ld ie r s  tfas bound to  cause some 
tr o u b le .  Some of th e  f i e l d  o f f ic e r s  were incapab le  of 
m ain ta in in g  d is c ip l in e  w ith  t h e i r  men, w hile o th e rs  spen t 
to o  much tim e drinlcing or t ry in g  to  cu rry  fav o r  w ith  th e  
p o l i t i c i a n s  back home. î-îany o f f ic e r s ,  some of whom l a t e r  
tu rn ed  out to  be cap ab le , were put under a r r e s t  a t  P i t t s ­
b u rg .
Colonel David Moore, T w en ty -firs t M issou ri, was one of
th e  f i r s t  o f f ic e r s  to  c ro ss  swords w ith  G eneral G ra n t 's
r e g u la r  army id ea  of d i s c ip l in e .  Moore was p laced  under
a r r e s t  and t r i e d  f o r  neg ligence  a t  Savannah, on March 28,
68
b u t  th e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  board  f i n a l l y  c le a r e d  h im . S c o ts -  
b o rn  e z - m i l i t i a  o f f i c e r .  C o lo n el John  M cA rthur, commanding 
th e  Second B rig ad e  o f th e  Second D iv is io n ,  r a n  a f o u l  o f 
m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  and  was im m e d ia te ly  r e l i e v e d  o f h i s  d u t i e s .  
He w o u ld , how ever, be r e s t o r e d  t o  h i s  command on th e  
m orn ing  o f A p r i l  6 , 1362 , by G e n e ra l Tf. H. L . W a lla ce .
St
war Departm ent, A d ju tan t G e n e ra l 's  O ffice , ¥ ash r 
in g to n , D. C ., February  3, 1932, "¥ar Record of Colonel 
Adolph Engelm ann," Adolph Engelmann Papers. See a ls o ,  
Adolph Engelmann to  s i s t e r ,  October 3, 1862, Engelmann- 
M irchner P apers, I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  L ib ra ry ; 
B e l le v i l le  D aily  Mews Democrat. March 9, 1889, Adolph 
Engelmann P apers.
68
0. R ., X, p a r t  2, 74.
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W allace and th e  o th e r  s e n io r  o f f ic e r s  were k ep t busy ru n ­
n ing  back and f o r th  to  Savannah to  tak e  in  th e  numerous
69
c o u r t-m a r tia l  p roceed ings which a ro se  a t  t h i s  tim e.
I t  was n o t only the  co lo n e ls  who were g e t t in g  in to
tro u b le ,  but th e  low er g rades as w e ll .  C aptain  Shannon,
F o u rteen th  Iowa, drank too much w hiskey, and he t r i e d  to
im properly  unload some su p p lie s  a t  th e  Landing f o r  h is
reg im ent w ithou t w a itin g  fo r  h is  tu r n ,  i n  Ohio f i e l d
o f f ic e r ,  reco g n iz in g  th a t  th e . Iowa c a p ta in  was drunk,
ordered  Shannon p laced  under a r r e s t ,  but th e  Iowan re fu se d
to  subm it, exclaim ing th a t  he was o f f i c e r  of th e  day. The
r e a l  o f f ic e r  of th e  day rode up, and th e  b e so tted  Shannon
t r i e d  to  a r r e s t  him. A fte r  a  few r a th e r  confused m inu tes.
C aptain  Shannon wound up under a r r e s t  and headed f o r  a
f a s t  c o u r t-m a r t ia l .  Colonel Shaw In terv en ed  and was
f i n a l l y  ab le  to  g e t  th e  charge dropped before  th e  m a tte r
70
reached  h ea d q u a rte rs .
Another bad row developed between l ie u te n a n t  Colonel 
F , W, E l l i s ,  F i f te e n th  I l l i n o i s ,  and l ie u te n a n t  Colonel
69riarion  M orrison, A H is to ry  of th e  N inth Regiment 
I l l i n o i s  V olunteer In fa n try ?  (Monmouth; 29, Army
g o ss ip  had i t  t h a t  McÂrtSûr drank to o  much. I t  i s  p o ss ib le  
t h a t  t h i s  unexpected a r r e s t  may have had something to  do 
w ith  h is  d rink ing  h a b i ts .  Throne, Cyrus Boyd D iary . 83- 86 , 
See ¥ , H, 1 , W allace to  h is  w ife . Ami, A p ril 1 , lo62 , ¥ . H.
1 . W allace Papers,
70 B.F, Thomas, S o ld ie r  L ife ; B arber, Army Memoirs.
4 7 ,4 8 ,
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Markoe Cummins, S ix th  Iowa. Both reg im en ta l commanders 
esp ied  a good camp s i t e ,  and both  t r i e d  to  claim  i t  f o r  
t h e i r  u n i t s .  The two men had a p u b lic  rhubarb  over th e  
sp o t, bu t L ieu ten an t Colonel E l l i s  ev e n tu a lly  won th e
71
d isp u te , and th e  F if te e n th  I l l i r o i s  claim ed h is  p r iz e .
A c tu a lly  good camping space was n o t p a r t ic u la r ly
sc a rc e . There -vt&s enough c le a re d  to  provide each regim ent
w ith  an abundance of room f o r  a l l  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s .  Each
company t^as assig n ed  f iv e  or s ix  la rg e  t e n t s ,  u s u a lly  of
th e  famous S ib ley  v a r ie ty .  The e n l is te d  men l iv e d  in
th e se , w ith  th e  o f f ic e r s  and nonecms bunking in  e x tra
t e n t s .  With th e  warm w eather and e a r ly  sp r in g , camping out
proved f a i r l y  p le a s a n t. The only th in g  p a r t i c u la r ly  bad
was th e  f re q u e n t r a in s .  The Tennessee E iv er con tinued  to
r i s e ,  and much of the  low ground around th e  Landing was
submerged. A ll of the  camp a re a  stayed  muddy, making i t
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  th e  unlucky s o ld ie r s  to  keep t h e i r  boots and
uniform s c le a n  and d ry . For some s tran g e  reaso n , th e
whole a re a  was a l iv e  w ith  tu rk e y  buzzards. Thousands of
th ese  ug ly  c re a tu re s  winged t h e i r  way around th e  camp
72
a re a , e s p e c ia l ly  near th e  Landing.
71
I b id . . 48.
72
L. L. Ambrose, H is to ry  of the  Seventh Regiment 
I l l i n o i s  V olun teer In fa n try . 1 S n r in s f ie ld : 1868). 47: 
Barber, Army Memoirs. 48; F ra n k lin  B ailey to  p a re n ts , 
March 27, 1862, F ran k lin  H. B ailey  Papers, H is to r ic a l  
C o lle c tio n s  of th e  U n iv ers ity  of Michigan; Payson 
Shumway to  w ife , H a tt ie , March 27, A p ril 1 , 1862,
Payson Z. Shumway Papers.
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Kodern methods of s a n i ta t io n  were s t i l l  i n  t h e i r  
in fan cy  in  th e  C iv il  War, and some of G ra n t 's  reg im ents 
su f fe re d  se v e re ly  from d ise a se , u s u a lly  typho id  o r some
o th e r  a ilm en t b rought on by p e rm ittin g  th e  w ate r supply to
73become p o llu te d . I f  th e  w ater was o f te n  bad, a t  l e a s t  th e  
w eather was slow ly  im proving.
Orders came through fo r  th e  men to  pack up t h e i r  
heavy c lo th e s  and send them home. The steam ers th a t  c a r r ie d  
t h e i r  w in te r  c lo th in g  to  S t. Louis and Paducah re tu rn e d  
w ith  much welcomed m ail from home, and of course th e  u su a l
asso rtm en t of tw o-week-old new spapers, which th e  men
74
devoured anyway.
In  t h e i r  o f f  duty tim e th e  Union s o ld ie r s  s a t  under 
t r e e s  o r in s id e  t h e i r  te n ts  p lay in g  euchre, s le d g e , poker, 
and f o r  th e  more i n t e l l e c tu a l  minded, w h ist or re ad in g , 
w ith  th e  r a in  p a t te r in g  th e  ro o fs  of th e  t e n t s .  When th e  
w eather p e rm itted , o r th e  s o ld ie r s  sim ply decided  to  go 
o u ts id e  anyifay, th e re  were th e  in te rm in a b le  b a l l  games, in  
a d d i t io n  to  runn ing , jumping, and w re s tl in g  matches f o r  th e
73
Enoch Colby, J r . ,  " S h ilo h ," M iscellaneous C o llec­
t io n s ,  S h iloh  N atio n a l M ilita ry  Park .
74A ustin  S, Andrews to  h is  f a th e r ,  JIarch 26,1862, 
A u stin  3. Andrews Papers, I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  L ib ra ry ; 
P o s te r ,  War S to r ie s . 60; Adolph Engelmann to  h is  w ife,M ina, 
March 31, 18B'2, Adolph Engelmann P apers.
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75more strenuous minded*
The food was f a i r ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  those  u n i ts  b le ssed  
w ith  competent cooks. One cav a lry  b a t ta l io n  boasted  of i t s  
f in e  co ffee  and b i s c u i t s ,  bu t o th e r  u n i ts  su ffe re d  from 
stomach a ilm en ts  caused by in ex p erien ced  cooks. The 
T w en ty -fifth  In d ian a  In fa n try  dined on f r i e d  p o ta to e s , m eat, 
hash , r i c e ,  beans, hominy, p ie s  and b i s c u i t s .  For the  
s o ld ie r s  w ith  an e x tra  sweet to o th  i t  was only n ecessary  to  
v i s i t  one of th e  numerous s u t l e r s  camped about n e a r  the  
Landing, who so ld  f r u i t s ,  p re se rv e s , j e l l y ,  c a tsu p , apple ■ 
b u t te r ,  and a  h o s t of o th e r d e l i c i e s ,  and o c c a s io n a lly  p e r­
haps an u n o f f ic ia l  sh o t of bad w hiskey.
To men on such a p le a sa n t regim e, l i f e  seemed f a i r l y  
en jo y ab le , i f  a l i t t l e  monotonous a t  tim es . The fre q u e n t 
company and b a t ta l io n  d r i l l s  were no r e a l  h a rd sh ip , w hile  
th e  numerous review s by G eneral G rant and th e  o th e r  b ig  
b ra ss  were looked on w ith  some fa v o r , as  i t  gave th e  
o rd in ary  s o ld ie r  a chance to  see what a  r e a l  l iv e  g en e ra l 
looked l i k e .  The only f l y  in  th e  ointm ent was th a t  some of
75B arber, Army Memoirs . 50; S t i l l w e l l ,  Common S o ld ie r . 
35; T. W. Connelly, H isto ry  of th e  Se v e n tie th  Ohio Regiment. 
From I t s  O rgan iza tion  to  I t s  M ustering Out, T O incinna ti:
1902) , 9 . Sven th e  g en e ra ls  found tim e to  c a rry  out some 
f r ie n d ly  s o c ia l iz in g .  W. H. L. W allace to  h is  w ife , Ann,
A p ril 1 , 1862, W allace-D ickey Papers, I l l i n o i s  S ta te  
H is to r ic a l  L ib ra ry .
^^G harles Dickey to  h is  s i s t e r ,  Ann W allace ,A p ril 4 , 
1862, W allace-Dickey Papers; P o s te r , War S to r ie s . 59 .60 .
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th e  reg im en ta l o f f ic e r s  o cc a s io n a lly  became somewhat c a r ­
r ie d  away w ith  t h e i r  t r a in in g  sch ed u le s . In s te a d  of 
ca rry in g  out th e  ro u tin e  t r a in in g  e x e rc is e s  p re sc rib e d  
from above, some of them added l i t t l e  w rin k les  of th e i r  
own. The farm and sm all town boys of th e  T w en ty -fifth  
M s s o u r i were lu c k ie r  than  m ost, f o r  th ey  fo^nd them selves 
u sing  a  la rg e  t r e e  f o r  t a r g e t  p ra c t ic e  w ith  t h e i r  r i f l e s .  
Host of th e  men in  th e  reg im ent were experienced  sm all 
game h u n te rs , but th e y  soon d isco v ered  th a t  shoo ting  a 
heavy army r i f l e  was a s l i g h t ly  d i f f e r e n t  p ro p o s itio n . With 
pure Teutonic tho roughness. Colonel R a ith , F o r ty - th ird  
I l l i n o i s ,  in s i s te d  on a  r ig id  program of t r a in in g  w ith  th e  
bayonet. G eneral McClernand p e rso n a lly  watched h is  German- 
Americans go th rough  t h e i r  paces and complimented them on 
t h e i r  s k i l l  w ith  th e  wicked looking  s t e e l  blades.*^"^
Each warm sp rin g  day faded  in to  th e  n ex t f o r  th e  
Union army a t  P i t ts b u rg  Landing. I t  was a  tim e of t r a in in g  
and a n t ic ip a t io n .  W ithin a few days th e se  s o ld ie r s  would 
s t r ik e  t h e i r  t e n ts  and move southward toward th e  l i t t l e  
M iss iss ip p i town of C orin th . Then th e re  would be one more 
b ig  f ig h t  which would end th e  war, and th e  Union s o ld ie r s  
could a l l  go home.
77'Ambrose, Seventh I l l i n o i s . 47: Payson Shumway D iary , 
March 26-A p ril 2 , 1Ô62, Payson Shumway Papers; Adolph 
Engelmann to  h is  w ife , Mina, March 31 ,1862 ,Engelmann-Kirch- 
n e r  P ap ers ;Morton, "Opening of th e  B a tt le  of S h i lo h ,"10.
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SHE mEGE so  SHILOH
She f i r s t  two weeks of th e  Union occupation  of 
P it ts b u rg  and Crump’s Landing passed  com parative ly  q u ie t ly .  
G eneral U, S. G rant had o rd ers  to  avo id  t r o u b le ,  and th e  
S ou therners were r e lu c ta n t  to  s t a r t  an y th in g  u n t i l  th ey  had 
enough s tr e n g th  a v a ila b le  to  f i n i s h  i t .  But on th e  l a s t  
day of I>Iarch, sm all s c a le  sk irm ish in g  began. On Monday, 
C onfederate p a t ro ls  suddenly a p p lie d  p re ssu re  on th e  
advanced Union p ic k e t p o s ts  around A dam sville , Tennessee. 
G eneral Lew W allace se n t out a d d i t io n a l  c a v a lry  to  p ro te c t  
h is  advanced p o s ts ,  bu t a p a r ty  of S ou therners a b ru p tly  
a tta c k e d  and ro u ted  th e  re in fo rcem en t p a r ty ,  wounding and 
ca p tu rin g  th re e  members of th e  P i f th  Ohio C avalry . Lew 
W allace sim ply w rote th e  a f f a i r  o f f  a s  a mere sk irm ish , but 
i t  d id  make a  new phase in  m i l i ta r y  a c t i v i t i e s  a long  th e  
Union p o s i t io n .  Prom now on. C onfederate c a v a lry  would 
in c re a s in g ly  tak e  th e  o f fe n s iv e , p robing Union p o s it io n s
and p inn ing  down th e  F ed era l c a v a lry  so a s  to  deprive
1
G ran t’s army of in te l l ig e n c e .
While Lew W allace’s c a v a lry  was being chased by th e  
S o u th ern ers , G eneral G rant was launch ing  a  l i t t l e  o p e ra tio n  
of h is  own. Por some days. Union gunboats had been busy
1
0 . R. , X, p a r t  1, 78, 79.
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re c o n n o ite r in g  and o c c a s io n a lly  bombarding C onfederate 
p o s it io n s  n ea r and in  E a s tp o r t , M is s is s ip p i. On Monday, 
Grant d ire c te d  G eneral Sherman to  c a rry  out a reco n n issan ce  
in  s tre n g th  in  th e  v i c in i t y  of th e  l i t t l e  M is s is s ip p i town. 
Two 12-pound h o w itze rs  from C aptain  Emil Munch's F i r s t  
M innesota B a tte ry  were loaded  on board th e  steam ers 
Empress and Tecumseh. One hundred and f i f t y  men of th e  
F i f th  Ohio C avalry , under Major E lr id g e  B icker, and d e tach ­
ments from th e  F if ty -s e v e n th  and S even ty-seven th  Ohio 
In fa n try  Regiments a ls o  clim bed on board th e  t r a n s p o r ts .  
G eneral Sherman was eager to  be o f f ,  but h is  o rd e rs  were to  
w a it f o r  th e  gunboat Cairo to  show up as e s c o r t .  F in a lly  
about m idn igh t, th e  ta rd y  w arsh ip , commanded by L ieu ten an t 
E a th a n ie l B ryan t, a r r iv e d .  I t  was so l a t e  th a t  Sherman 
decided to  w a it u n t i l  d a y lig h t to  jump o f f .
About 6 A. M., Tuesday, th e  f iv e  v e s s e ls  f i n a l l y  
p u lle d  o u t, th e  t r a n s p o r ts  c a u tio u s ly  steam ing about th re e  
hundred yards behind th e  L ez ing ton . T y ler and C a iro . About 
1 o 'c lo c k  P. M., th e  C airo commenced s h e ll in g  a  suspected  
Confederate b a t te r y  ju s t  above th e  mouth of In d ian  Creek. 
There was no r e tu r n  f i r e  nor any s ig n  of a c t i v i t y  w hatever, 
so th e  e x p e d itio n  proceeded on up to  E a s tp o r t .  The 
Lexington and T y ler opened f i r e  w ith  t h e i r  8- in c h  and 
32-pounders on th e  C onfederate f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a t  t h a t  p o in t. 
Then th e  C airo jo in e d  in  w ith  h e r  pow erful b a t te ry  of s ix
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32-pounders, fo u r 42-pound r i f l e s ,  and th re e  8 - l z ^ e r s .  
Exploding s h e l ls  gouged h o le s  in  th e  breastw orks w ithou t 
e l i c i t i n g  any k ind  of r e p ly .  F in a lly  i t  was obvious th a t
p
th e  S ou therners had abandoned th e  town. Sherman im m ediate­
ly  o rdered  Colonel Je sse  H ildebrand to  disem bark w ith  th e  
tro o p s . The Union s o ld ie r s  were qu ick ly  landed and th e  
men deployed and moved in to  E a s tp o rt. Hot a human being was 
in  s ig h t .  Every man, woman and ch ild  was gone, f le d  from 
the  cannon f i r e ,  I4any of th e  b u ild in g s  were badly damaged 
by th e  e f f e c t s  of th e  bombardment, and some o f G ra n t's  
s o ld ie r s  n o tic ed  food and dinnerw are s t i l l  on th e  ta b le s  in  
se v e ra l houses. Colonel H ildebrand le d  h is  fo rc e  through 
th e  town and then  ou t along th e  road to  lu k a , M is s is s ip p i.
A few hundred yards a long  th e  road  however, th e  Ohioans 
sp o tte d  a  sm all C onfederate p a t r o l .  The in v ad ers  qu ick ly  
deployed f o r  a c tio n , bu t th e  S ou therners g a llo p ed  o ff  w ith ­
out f i r i n g  to  r e p o r t  th e  news of the  Union lan d in g .
"While Colonel H ildebrand  was c a rry in g  out h is  l i t t l e  
reco n n a issan ce  Sherman proceeded by t r a n s p o r t  on up to  
Chickasaw. Some s o ld ie r s  o f th e  F if ty -s e v e n th  Ohio were 
landed , b u t th ey  could f in d  no C onfederates to  f ig h t .  A 
l i t t l e  d isg u s ted  by th e  la c k  o f r e s is ta n c e .  G eneral Sherman
2
I b id . , 83; H. S . Hancock, Hancock's D iary o r A 
H is to ry  o f  th e  Second Tennessee Cavalry With Sketches of 
th e  F i r s t  and Seventh b a t ta l io n s . ( l a s h v i l l e : 18Ü7j . l3ïï;
0 . E. H ., m i , “ 785 .
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q u ick ly  o rdered  th e  lan d in g  p a rty  back to  th e  tr a n s p o r ts  
and dropped back to  E a s tp o r t, where he p icked up Colonel 
H ildebrand and h is  f o rc e .  On th e  whole, i t  was a  p r e t ty  
f r u s t r a t in g  ex p e d itio n , but a t  l e a s t  i t  showed th a t  th e  
S ou therners were n o t p lann ing  to  hold e i t h e r  E a s tp o rt o r 
Chickasaw. Perhaps G enerals Grant and Sherman id ly  
sp e cu la ted  as  to  where th e  Southern g a r r is o n s  had gone, but 
i f  so , they  d id  no t seem to  be w orried  by t h i s  minor p roof 
of a p o ss ib le  b u ild -u p  a t  C orin th .
When G eneral Sherman re p o rte d  to  G eneral G rant th a t  
th e re  were no C onfederate tro o p s in  th e  a re a , the  Union 
army commander began to  th in k  of th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  of lan d in g  
an ex p ed itio n a ry  fo rc e  n ea r E a s tp o rt and s t r ik in g  in la n d  to  
d e s tro y  th e  r a i l r o a d  tr a c k s  running  in to  C orin th . Such a 
r a id  could  wreck th e  C onfederate t r a n s p o r ta t io n  system  w ith ­
out v io la t in g  Henry H a lle ck ’s o rd e rs  to  avoid  a b a t t l e .
To d isc o v e r th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f such a m iss io n , G eneral 
G rant d isp a tch ed  h is  t r u s te d  u n o f f ic ia l  c h ie f  of s t a f f .  
Colonel J ,  D. W ebster, to  p e rso n a lly  look  in to  th e  m a tte r .
On Thursday morning W ebster boarded th e  T y le r f o r  a 
p e rso n a l reconnaissance  up to  th e  E astport-G hickasaw  a re a .
R eturning  to  Savannah th a t  a f te rn o o n . Colonel 
W ebster re p o rte d  to  G eneral Grant th a t  th e  p ro sp ec ts  fo r
^0, S . ,  X, p a r t  1, 83,84; Flem ing,"The B a tt le  of 
S h iloh  As“A P riv a te  Saw I t , "  134,135.
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a  sneak r a id  were no t good. I t  was h is  c o n te n tio n  th a t
u n le ss  th e  C onfederates were com pletely  a s le e p , and i t
d id  n o t seem l ik e ly ,  an  e x p e d itio n  to  cu t th e  Memphis and
C h arlesto n  R a ilro ad  would have to  f ig h t  i t s  way through
and back to  accom plish i t s  m issio n . G rant dropped the
p ro je c t .  The Union army would n o t s t r ik e  u n t i l  G enerals
H alleck  and B uell a r r iv e d . Presumably t h i s  would be only
a  m a tte r  of days. T elegraph ic  communications were a lre ad y
e s ta b lis h e d  between Savannah and B u e ll 's  army and N e lso n 's .
AD iv is io n  were expected in  Savannah on Saturday .
G eneral G ra n t 's  only in fo rm atio n  of th e  C onfederates 
was from an o ccasio n a l d e s e r te r .  He d id  know t h a t  the  
S ou therners were m assing a t  C orin th , bu t th e  n a tu ra l  
assum ption was th a t  G eneral A. S. Johnston  was sim ply p re ­
p arin g  to  defend th a t  p la c e . E stim ates o f th e  C onfederate
s tr e n g th  v a r ie d  from se v e n ty -f iv e  to  e ig h ty  thousand 
5
men. Camp rumor a t  P i t ts b u rg  pu t th e  S o u th e rn e rs ' s tre n g th  
a t  from fo r ty - f o u r  thousand to  e igh ty  thousand men.^
A c tu a lly  both  camp rumor and G eneral G ra n t 's  low est 
e s tim a te  to  G eneral H alleck  were about c o r r e c t .  The Confed­
e ra te  f i e l d  army c o l le c te d  a t  C orin th  and th e  nearby towns
^0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 84-86.
^ I b id . . p a r t  2, 80 ,94 .
W. Wemple to  J .  D, G i l l e t t ,  A p ril , 1862, G i l l e t t  
Family P apers, I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  L ib ra ry ; Adolph 
Engelmann to  h is  w ife , Mina, March 25,1862, Adolph Engel­
mann P apers.
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numbered about fo rty -o n e  thousand e f f e c t iv e  tro o p s . Gen­
e r a l  B eauregard’s o f f i c i a l  r e tu rn s  showed th e  army which 
marched out of C orin th  on Thursday and F rid ay  numbered 
40,335 o f f ic e r s  and men. There were 9 , l j ô  men in  th e  
F i r s t  Ai'my Corps; 13,589 in  th e  Second Corps, and 6,789
7
men in  th e  T hird  Corps, w ith  6,439 in  th e  Reser^-e Corps,
Most of th e  Confederate army a t  C o rin th , M is s is s ip p i, 
was com pletely  g reen . Colonel George Maney’s F i r s t  Tennes­
see In fa n try , a c tu a l ly  only a b a t ta l io n  of f iv e  companies, 
had perhaps th e  most s o p h is t ic a te d  experience  of any 
C onfederate o u t f i t .  Organized in  May, 1861, th e  regim ent 
p a r t ic ip a te d  in  G eneral Robert E, Lee’s Cheat Mountain 
campaign in  V irg in ia  in  Septem ber, There had been no b ig
b a t t l e s ,  but th e  Tennesseans had drawn blood in  a number of
8
sangu inary  sk irm ish es . C olonel W illiam B. B a te’s Second
Tennessee In fa n try  Regiment (Second C onfederate Regiment,
W alker's le g io n )  was m ustered in to  th e  C onfederate army in
e a r ly  May, 1861, The regim ent had been under Union g u n fire
9
a t  Aquia Creek, V irg in ia , on June 1 , 1861, L a te r  in  
th e  month, a la rg e  number of th e  personnel of th e
7
0. R ,, X, p a r t  1 , 396 , G eneral B ragg 's  f ig u re s  
f o r  th e  a c tio n  a re  s l i g h t ly  a t  v a ria n ce  w ith  B eau reg a rd 's , 
The c h ie f  of s t a f f  m ain tained  t h a t  th e  army had only 
39,598  o f f ic e r s  and men as of A p ril 3 , I b id , . 398 ,
8
W atkins, Co, Aytch. 20-39 ,
9
0. R ., I I ,  57- 59 .
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re g im e n t p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a n  e x p e d i t io n  dcwn th e  Rappa­
hannock R iv e r ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  th e  c a p tu r e  o f th e  P e d e ra l  
v e s s e l s  S a in t  N ic h o la s . H a l if a x  and Mary o f V i r g i n i a .
At F i r s t  M anassas, th e  Second T ennessee  was u n d e r  f i r e ,  
a lth o u g h  n o t  a c t i v e l y  e n g ag ed , l i e u t e n a n t  C o lo n e l C a lv in
V e n a b le 's  F i f t h  T en n essee  I n f a n t r y  had  se e n  a  sm a ll amount
10
o f a c t i o n  a t  Hew M adrid , M s s o u r i ,  i n  e a r l y  March 1862.
F iv e  o f G e n e ra l J o h n s to n ’s re g im e n ts  had  b een  b looded  a t
th e  B a t t l e  o f F is h in g  C reek , K e n t u c k y ,  These w ere th e
F i f t e e n t h  M is s i s s ip p i ,  S ix te e n th  A labam a, N in e te e n th ,
11
T w e n tie th  and T w e n ty -e ig h th  T en n essee . The l a r g e s t  
g ro u p  o f C o n fe d e ra te  v e te r a n s  came from  th e  Belmont a c t i o n .  
C o lo n e l J .  Knox W alker’ s Second T en n e sse e , a lo n g  w ith  th e  
T w e lf th , T h ir te e n th ,  F i f t e e n t h  and One h u nd red  and f i f t y -  
f o u r t h  S e n io r  T ennessee had  h e lp e d  r e p u l s e  G ran t i n  t h i s  
a c t i o n .  The l a t t e r  u n i t  was an  o ld  m i l i t i a  re g im e n t d a t in g  
back  to  1854 . When f i r s t  o rg a n iz e d  in  t h a t  y e a r ,  th e  u n i t  
was d e s ig n a te d  T ennessee  M i l i t i a  154 . VJhen T ennessee 
dropped  th e  o ld  m i l i t i a  system  in  1859 , members o f th e  
re g im e n t to o k  o u t a c h a r t e r  o f in c o r p o r a t io n  from  th e  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  w hich e n a b le d  them  to  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o ld  num ber. 
S ince  i t  was th e  o ld e s t  T ennessee  re g im e n t i n  th e  C o n fed er­
a te  arm y, C o lo n e l P re s to n  Sm ith a sk ed  f o r  and r e c e iv e d
10
T ennesseans i n  th e  C iv i l  War. I ,  177, 185. 
0 . H ., V II, 108.
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p e rm is s io n  to  u se  th e  word “S e n io r” i n  i t s  o f f i c i a l  
12
t i t l e .  The T h ir te e n th  A rk an sas  and E le v e n th  L o u is ia n a  
w ere a l s o  v e te r a n s  o f  th e  d e s p e ra te  l i t t l e  M is s o u r i  b a t t l e .  
These w ere th e  o n ly  C o n fe d e ra te  re g im e n ts  w i th  any k in d  o f 
com bat e x p e r ie n c e .
A few  in d iv id u a l  members o f  o th e r  r e g im e n ts  had 
ta k e n  p a r t  i n  r a i d s  o r p i c k e t  f i g h t s  i n  K en tucky , M isso u ri 
and  F lo r id a .  Of th e  s e v e n ty -n in e  re g im e n ts  and  b a t t a l i o n s  
i n  G e n e ra l J o h n s to n 's  Army o f  th e  M is s i s s ip p i ,  f o u r te e n  
p o s s e s se d  a t  l e a s t  some k in d  o f  com bat e x p e r ie n c e .  P e rso n n e l-  
w is e ,  a b o u t f o u r t e e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  i n f a n t r y  
c o u ld  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  v e te r a n s .  S e v e ra l  C o n fe d e ra te  
a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r i e s  had a ls o  been  engaged a t  Belm ont o r  
P is h in g  C reek , w h ile  a b o u t o n e - th i r d  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  
c a v a lry  w ere v e te r a n s  o f  S ac ram en to , K entucky , P o r t  
D onelson  o r  s c a t t e r e d  s k irm is h e s  i n  th e  r e g io n .
T h ir ty  o f  G e n e ra l G r a n t 's  re g im e n ts  a t  P i t t s b u r g  
L anding  w ere v e te r a n s  o f  th e  b loody  P o r t  D onelson  cam paign: 
th e  S e v e n th , E ig h th , K in th , E le v e n th , T w e lf th , S e v e n te e n th , 
E ig h te e n th ,  T w e n tie th , T w en ty -n in th , T h ir ty - s e c o n d , P o r ty -  
x i r s t ,  P o r t y - f i f t h ,  F o r t y - s i x t h ,  F o r ty - e ig h th ,  F i f t i e t h ,
F i f t y - s e v e n th ,  and  F i f t y - e i g h t h  I l l i n o i s ;  th e  Second,
T w e lf th  and F o u r te e n th  Iowa, th e  T w e n ty - f i f th ,  T h i r t y - f i r s t
12 T ennesseans i n  th e  C i v i l  War, p a r t  1 , 309-
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and f o r t y - f o u r t h  In d ia n a ,  th e  S e v e n te e n th  and T w e n ty - f i f th
K entucky , th e  T h i r te e n th  and  f o u r t e e n th  M is s o u r i .  The
S ev en th  Iowa had been n o t  o n ly  i n  t h a t  a c t i o n ,  b u t  had  won
l a u r e l s  a t  Belm ont a s  w e l l .  The T h ird  Iowa I n f a n t r y  had
ta k e n  p a r t  i n  th e  B a t t l e  o f  Blue M il ls  l a n d in g ,  M is s o u r i ,  on
13Septem ber 17, 1861, lo s in g  n i n e t y - s i x  c a s u a l t i e s .  The
T w e n ty - f i f th  M isso u r i  had  no b a t t l e  s t a r s  on i t s  f l a g ,  b u t
m ost o f  th e  o f f i c e r s  and e n l i s t e d  men had fo u g h t  i n  th e
s ie g e  a t  L e x in g to n , M is s o u r i ,  i n  S ep tem ber, 1 8 6 1 .’^  The
S e v e n te e n th  I l l i n o i s  had  fo u g h t  n o t  on ly  a t  D one lson , b u t  a t
P re d e r ic k s to w n , M is s o u r i ,  w here i t  s u f f e r e d  tw e n ty -o n e
k i l l e d  o r  wounded in  a  f i g h t  w ith  C o n fe d e ra te  c a v a lry  on
15
O ctober 21 , 1861. S e v e ra l  o th e r  in f a n t r y  re g im e n ts  had 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s k irm is h e s  o r  p ic k e t  f i g h t s  i n  M isso u ri o r  
K entucky , b u t  b a s i c a l l y  o n ly  t h i r t y - t w o  o u t o f  s ix ty - tw o  
in f a n t r y  re g im e n ts  a t  P i t t s b u r g  la n d in g  had com bat e x p e r ie n c e , 
o r  a b o u t one in fa n try m a n  o u t o f  ev ery  tw o. A bout o n e -h a l f  
o f G en era l G r a n t 's  b a t t e r i e s  were a l s o  combat v e te r a n s ,  
w h ile  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  h i s  c a v a lry  had been u n d e r  f i r e  a t
13B y e rs , Iowa in  War T im es. 485.
^^M orton, "Opening o f  th e  B a t t l e  o f  S h i l o h , "10.
15G eorge 0 . S m ith , B r ie f  H is to ry  o f  th e  1 7 th  
I l l i n o i s  I n f a n t r y ,  M a n u sc r ip t, w r i t t e n  1913, I l l i n o i s  S ta te  
H i s t o r i c a l  L ib r a r y .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
171
P o r t  D onelson o r  i n  s k irm is h e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  d e p a rtm e n t, 
and o f  G r a n t 's  e le v e n  i n f a n t r y  r e g im e n ts  s t a t i o n e d  a t  
C rum p's L an d in g , sev en  w ere v e te r a n s  o f  D o ne lson , and one , 
th e  E le v e n th  In d ia n a ,  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  num erous engage­
m ents i n  w e s te rn  V i r g in ia ,  a s  w e ll  a s  P o r t  D onelson .
In  te rm s  o f e x p e r ie n c e d  t r o o p s  G e n e ra l Ü. S. G ran t 
p o s s e s s e d  a  c o n s id e r a b le  edge o v e r h i s  S o u th e rn  o p p o n e n ts .
The e x a c t  s i z e  o f th e  Union army a t  P i t t s b u r g  L and ing  h a s  
been g iv e n  a s  a  v a r i e ty  o f  f i g u r e s .  G e n e ra l G ra n t c la im ed  
he  had t h i r t y - t h r e e  th o u sa n d  e f f e c t i v e s  on th e  m orning o f
A p r i l  6 , 1862 , b u t  a c t u a l l y  h i s  command was c o n s id e ra b ly  
16
l a r g e r .  G r a n t 's  r e t u r n s  f o r  A p r i l  5 , show t h a t  he had
37,331  p r e s e n t  f o r  d u ty  a t  P i t t s b u r g .  T h is  f i g u r e  in c lu d e d
o n ly  a b o u t o n e - h a l f  o f  h i s  f i e l d  b a t t e r i e s .  I t  in c lu d e d
th e  S ix te e n th  Iowa I n f a n t r y ,  w hich  was s t i l l  on b o a rd  a
17
s te a m e r t i e d  up a t  th e  L an d in g . But G e n e ra l G ran t un­
w i t t i n g ly  o m itte d  a  number o f  i n f a n t r y  u n i t s  w hich  a r r iv e d  
a t  P i t t s b u r g  l a t e  S a tu rd a y  n i g h t ,  A p r i l  5 , 1862, o r  e a r ly  
Sunday m o rn in g . These u n i t s  in c lu d e d  th e  F i f t e e n t h  M ich igan , 
E ig h te e n th  W isco n s in , F i f t e e n t h  Iowa and T w e n ty - th ird
^ ^ G ra n t, M em oirs. 190 .
170 . S . ,  X, p a r t  1, 112; D. ¥ .  E eed, The B a t t l e  
o f S h ilo h  and th e  O rg a n iz a t io n s  Em oloyed. (W ash ing ton .
d7 cT: 190277 ^  ---------------- *--------
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M is s o u r i,  G e n era l G r a n t 's  f i g u r e s  a l s o  ex c lu d ed  th e
new ly a r r iv e d  e ig h t  com panies o f  th e  E le v e n th  I l l i n o i s
C a v a lry , th e  F i f t h  and E ig h th  Ohio B a t t e r i e s ,  B a t t e r i e s
H and L, F i r s t  I l l i n o i s  L ig h t A r t i l l e r y ,  and B and F o f
th e  Second I l l i n o i s .  The fo u r  i n f a n t r y  re g im e n ts  w ere
new ly o rg a n iz e d  and i n  good shape p h y s i c a l ly ,  and th e y
m ust have a v e ra g e d  a t  l e a s t  e ig h t  hundred  e f f e c t i v e s  p e r
u n i t .  The c a v a lry  and b a t t e r i e s  would have added a t  l e a s t
a  th o u sa n d  more to  th e  t o t a l ,  m aking a  g ran d  f i g u r e  o f
19a b o u t fo r ty - tw o  th o u sa n d  e f f e c t i v e s ,  i n  a d d i t io n  to
20Lew W a lla c e 's  command, w hich  num bered 7 ,5 6 4  e f f e c t i v e s .
On A p r i l  6 , G e n era l G ran t a l s o  had  a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l  th e  
b ran d  new F o u r te e n th  W isco n sin  I n f a n t r y  and th e  F o r ty -  
t h i r d  I l l i n o i s  I n f a n t r y , a s  w e ll  a s  d e tach m en ts  from  s e v e r a l
18
I b i d . . 5 8 -6 1 ; T hrone, C yrus Boyd B ia ry . 2 5 .
^^0 . a . ,  X, p a r t  2, 84.
20
I b i d . . p a r t  1 , 112. D e p a rtm en ta l r e t u r n s  show 
t h a t  on March 31 , G ra n t had  a  t o t a l  o f  6 4 ,5 8 6 , in c lu d in g  
Lew W a lla c e 's  command and th e  g a r r i s o n  a t  Savannah. He had  
3 4 ,5 8 2  e f f e c t i v e s  a t  P i t t s b u r g ,  7 ,5 3 4  a t  C rum p 's, and 
2 ,0 8 3  a t  Savannah. H is s i c k  l i s t  on M arch 31 , num bered 
9 ,4 5 9  f o r  h i s  e n t i r e  command. I t  i s  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  th e  
r a t i o  o f  s i c k  and o th e r  a b s e n te e s  a p p re c ia b ly  changed i n  
t h e  s i x  days b e fo re  A p r i l  6 . On th e  m orn ing  o f A p r i l  6 , 
G r a n t 's  f i g h t i n g  s t r e n g th  was in c r e a s e d  by th e  a r r i v a l  o f  
a  number o f  p e rs o n n e l r e tu r n in g  by s te a m e r from  le a v e  a t  
home. A c o n s id e r a b le  number o f F é d é ra is  on th e  r e g im e n ta l  
s i c k  l i s t  g a l l a n t l y  r e jo in e d  t h e i r  u n i t s  and  fo u g h t th ro u g h  
th e  d ay . Mes. W. H. L . W allace  t o  h e r  A unt Mag, A p r i l  29 , 
1862 , M isc e lla n e o u s  C o l le c t io n s ,  S h ilo h  N a tio n a l  M i l i t a r y  
P a rk .
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21
o th e r  u n i t s  a t  Savannah.
E x c lu d in g  th e  Savannah g a r r i s o n  and Lew W a lla c e ’ s
command. G e n e ra ls  Ü, S. G ran t and  A. S , Jo h n s to n  w ere
j u s t  a b o u t e v e n ly  m atched . N a tu ra l ly  th e  a r r i v a l  o f
e i t h e r  Don C a r lo s  B u e l l 's  o r  E a r l  Van D o rn 's  command
w ould have c o m p le te ly  changed th e  p h y s ic a l  r a t i o .
As A p r i l  opened , th e  C o n fe d e ra te  army s to o d  p o is e d
a t  C o r in th , M i s s i s s ip p i .  On T uesday , A p r i l  1 , G e n e ra l
Jo h n s to n  o rd e re d  th e  army to  make p r e p a r a t io n s  f o r  an
22
advance  w i th in  tw e n ty - fo u r  h o u rs .
F o r some r e a s o n ,  th e  army d id  n o t  move o u t on th e
fo l lo w in g  day , and  p r e p a r a t io n s  w ere n o t  f u l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t
i n  m ost u n i t s .  But som etim e d u r in g  W ednesday, C o lo n e l
N athan  B edford  F o r r e s t  b ro u g h t th e  C o n fe d e ra te  command th e
news t h a t  G e n e ra l B u e ll  was r a p i d l y  a p p ro a c h in g  G r a n t 's
23b ase  a t  Savannah.
Even w h ile  G e n era l J o h n s to n  was m u ll in g  over th e  
news o f  B u e l l 's  movement. B r ig a d ie r  G e n e ra l B. F . Cheatham ,
21 Byron A bernethy  ( e d . ) .  P r iv a te  E l i s h a  S to c k w e ll . 
J r . Sees th e  C iv i l  War. (Norman: 1958 j , 11 -13 ; D a n ie l 
Harmon B rush  to  h i s  f a t h e r ,  A p r i l  6 , 1862, D a n ie l Harmon 
B rush  P a p e rs , I l l i n o i s  S tate- H i s t o r i c a l  L ib r a r y .
22 0,  E . , X, p a r t  2 ,3 8 1 . F o r s e v e r a l  days a t  l e a s t  
some C o n fe d e ra te  e le m e n ts  had  been  u n d e r o rd e r  t o  be re a d y  
f o r  an  o f f e n s iv e  p ush . A. H. M eck lin  D ia ry , e n try  M arch 
2 9 , 1862 , M is s i s s ip p i  n e p a rtm e n t o f  A rc h iv e s  and H is to r y .
^^W yeth, T hat D ev il F o r r e s t . 60 ,
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commanding a t  B ethel S ta tio n , s e n t an  u rgen t d is p a tc h  to
G eneral Polk, say ing  th a t  p a r t  of th e  Union army was
advancing toward B ethel. About 10 P. M., Polk forw arded
th e  d isp a tc h  on to  General B eauregard, who b e lie v in g  th e
enemy's fo rc e  was d iv ided , s e n t i t  on to  G eneral Johnston
w ith  th e  recommendation, " Jîow i s  th e  moment to  advance,
24and s t r i k e  th e  enemy a t  P it ts b u rg  L anding ." Colonel
Thomas Jordan , A dju tan t G eneral of th e  Army of th e
M is s is s ip p i, p e rso n a lly  d e liv e re d  th e  message, and a f t e r
a  few m inutes d isc u ss io n . G eneral Johnston  gave h is
25a u th o r iz a tio n  f o r  th e  o ffe n s iv e . G eneral Johnston  
im m ediately w ired  P res id en t J e f f e r s o n  Davis of th e  d e c is io n  
to  a t ta c k ,  say in g , " General B uell i s  in  m otion, 30,000 
s tro n g , ra p id ly  from Columbus . . .  to  Savannah." G eneral 
Johnston  went on to  say th a t  w ith  40 ,000 men, he was going
24
Roman, Beauregard. I ,  270-272.
25 Thomas Jordan and Roger P ry o r, The Campaigns of 
L ie u t.-G e n e ra l M. 3 . F o r re s t , and o f F o r r e s t 's  C avalry .
(New O rleans; 1ÏÏ68T, loH^ In  la ter"*accounts of th e  B a ttle  
o f S h ilo h , w r i t te n  many y ears  a f t e r  th e  war, Jordan  i n ­
tim a te s  th a t  G eneral Johnston was u n e n th u s ia s tic  about the  
proposed o ffe n s iv e , and th a t  i t  was only h is  s tro n g  u rg ings 
to  th e  g en e ra l which r e s u lte d  in  th e  a f f irm a tiv e  d e c is io n . 
Jordan  was undoubtedly s in c e re  in  h i s  b e l ie f ,  bu t he was 
probably  read in g  something in to  Jo h n s to n 's  n a tu ra l  concern, 
which was simply n o t th e re . B a t t le s  and L eaders, 1 ,594,595; 
Thomas Jo rdan , "The Campaign of S h ilo h j " 270. I f  Johnston  
h e s i ta te d ,  i t  i s  p e r fe c t ly  u n d e rs ta n d ab le . D espite th e  work 
of th e  p a s t two weeks, th e  army was s t i l l  only p a r t i a l l y  
t r a in e d  and incom petently  su p p lied  w ith  m a te r ia ls .  J .  C. 
B reck in ridge to  Braxton Bragg, A p r il  1, 1862,W illiam Palmer 
C o lle c tio n ; A. H. Mecklin D iary , March 28, 1862.
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26” forw ard to  o f f e r  b a t t l e  n ea r P ittsburg.**
To G eneral Beauregard, G eneral A. S. Johnston
assigned  th e  ta s k  of p rep arin g  th e  o rders to  advance.
Colonel Jo rdan  was ordered to  draw up a b r ie f  n o tic e  to  the
corps commanders. By 1:40 A. M., Thursday morning G enerals
27Hardee, Polk and Bragg were a l l  n o t i f ie d .  I t  was General
B eauregard’s id e a , and G eneral Johnston  undoubtedly
supported  i t ,  to  cover most o f th e  twenty-two m ile  march on
28
Thursday and a s s a u l t  General G rant on F rid ay , A p ril 4.
P it ts b u rg  Landing was about tw en ty -fiv e  m ile s  from
C o rin th , w hile G enerals Sherman's and P r e n t i s s ’ D iv is io n s
were encamped about twenty-two m iles  away. But many of
G eneral Jo h n s to n ’s u n i ts  were s c a t te r e d  around n o rth e rn
M is s is s ip p i, Cheatham’s D iv is io n  was a t  B e th e l, w ith  p a r t
29of i t s  tro o p s s c a t te re d  as f a r  as  Purdy. More o f th e  army
2^0; £ . ,  X, p a r t  2 , 387.
27
Jordan , "The Campaign of S h ilo h ,"  270,271.
28 0. R , , X, p a r t  2, 393; P. G. I .  Beauregard to  
W illiam P resto n  Johnston, March 9» 1877, J^Irs. Mason B arre t 
P apers. Many of the  accounts of th e  B a ttle  of S h iloh  say 
th e  C onfederates planned to  a t ta c k  on Saturday. For a 
r e f u ta t io n  of t h i s  see W illiam s, P. G, T. B eauregard. 393; 
Roland, A lb e rt Sidney Johnston . 320.
29J .  0. B reck inridge to  Braxton Bragg, A p ril 1,
1862, W illiam Palmer C o lle c tio n ; W. M. Polk, F ac ts  
Connected With th e  C oncen tra tion  o f the Army o f th e  
M is s is s ip p i Before S h iloh , A p r i l ,  1862," Southern H is to r ic a l  
S ocie ty  P apers. V III ( January-December^-18&0), 457.
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was lo c a te d  in  B u rn sv ille  o r s c a t te r e d  out in  camps around 
G orin tb . To g e t  th e se  s c a t te re d  commands in  m otion toward 
P itts b u rg  lan d in g  was a much more f r u s t r a t in g  and d i f f i c u l t  
ta s k  th an  G enerals Beauregard or Johnston  a t  f i r s t  an­
t ic ip a te d ,  A y ea r l a t e r  in  th e  war th e  C onfederate army 
could have made such a c o n c e n tra tio n  and march in  one day, 
but in  A p ril, 1862, th e  Southerners sim ply lack ed  th e  
necessary  ex p erien ce . The i n i t i a l  F riday  a t ta c k  was very 
q u ick ly  i f  u n o f f ic ia l ly  cance led , and th e  ta r g e t  date  moved 
up to  Saturday.
The army was to  move along two narrow  country  roads 
toward P it ts b u rg  la n d in g , th e  Ridge and M onterey. Both of 
th e se  roads were connected to g e th e r  by o th e r coun try  roads 
in  se v e ra l p la c e s , befo re  they converged about f iv e  m iles 
from th e  Landing. The C onfederate army was to  co n cen tra te  
a t  Mickey’s farm house, which lay  about f iv e  m iles from 
S h iloh  Church. Cheatham’s D iv is io n  from B ethel was to  Jo in  
w ith  P o lk ’s Corps on th e  l in e  o f march, w hile B rec k in rid g e ’s
. 30Copps wou3.d l in k  up a t  Mickey s .
I t  was a f a i r l y  sim ple p lan  of approach, bu t every­
th in g  went wrong: G eneral H ard ee 's  Corps was to  proceed
f i r s t  along th e  Ridge Road, fo llow ed by G eneral Polk; but
^^W illiam Edwards, " S h iloh , The Counter Stroke
That F a i le d ,” The Q uarterm aster Review. XV, (No. 4 , 1936), 
33; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 392-397.
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th rough  some m ix-up, th e  B ishop 's  tro o p s  and wagons became 
en tan g led  in  th e  s t r e e t s  of C o rin th , b lock ing  G eneral 
H ard ee 's  e f f o r t s  to  march out o f town. I t  was w e ll in to
Thursday a f te rn o o n  befo re  th e  t a i l  end of th e  Third Corps
f i n a l l y  weaved i t s  way out of C o rin th . H ardee 's  men 
bivouced on th e  S ldge Road midway to  M ickey 's, n o t reach ing  
th e  farmhouse u n t i l  l a t e  in  th e  morning. The Second Corps 
d id  even worse. Most of G eneral B rag g 's  men were f a i r l y  
w e ll t r a in e d ,  bu t th e  North C a ro lin a -b o rn  commander was 
in ex p erien ced  in  conducting a  la rg e  s c a le  tro o p  movement in  
th e  f i e l d .  By noon F rid ay , th e  Second Corps was only a t  
M onterey, Tennessee, only a l i t t l e  over ^ I f  way to  th e  
rendezvous. The Reserve Corps only p u lle d  out of Burns­
v i l l e ,  M is s is s ip p i, a t  3 A. M., F riday  morning.
Inexperienced  commanders and f a u l ty  s t a f f  work had 
ru in ed  any p o s s ib i l i ty  of a F riday  a t ta c k .  F in a lly  around
5 P. M., A p ril 4 , G eneral Johnston  met w ith  G enerals Bragg
and Beauregard in  a conference a t  M onterey. The a t ta c k  was
32
r e s e t  f o r  Saturday m orning, A p ril 5* G eneral A lb e rt S. 
Jo h n s to n 's  concern over th e  slow ness o f th e  movement was
31 Johnston , L ife  o f Gen. A lb e rt Sidney Jo h n sto n . 
558,559; Roman, B e ay e g a rd . I ,  272=^27^ Jo rdan , '‘The 
Campaign of S h ilo h ," 272. For some in te r e s t in g  s id e l ig h t s  
on th e  C onfederate Q uarterm aster d ep a rtm en t's  problem s, 
see E, B, C arru th , D isag reeab le  E xperiences in  War 
Tim es," C onfederate V ete ran . X7I (August, 1908), 408.
^% oland , A lb e r t Sidney Jo h n sto n . 319.
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in te n s e , b u t he rem ained r a th e r  q u ie t  during  th e  day. In
speaking to  a  s t a f f  o f f i c e r ,  he allow ed h is  em otions to
show f o r  a  moment when he s a id  he was going ” to  h i t
33G ran t, and h i t  him h a r d .”
A ll of th e  s e n io r  o f f ic e r s  in  th e  C onfederate aimy 
were s t i l l  co n fid e n t of v ic to ry ,  a lth o u g h  G eneral B eaure­
g ard  d id  exp ress one fo rebod ing  th o u g h t. He rem arked,
” In  th e  s tru g g le  tomorrow we s h a l l  be f ig h t in g  men of our
own b lood . W estern men, who u n derstand  th e  use of f ire a rm s ,
34The s tru g g le  w i l l  be a  d esp e ra te  o n e .”
G eneral Johnston  was accompanied by a  numerous s t a f f ,  
many o f whom lacked  p ro fe s s io n a l knowledge. I t  in c lu d ed  
C aptain  H. P, B rew ster, C aptain  B a th a n ie l W ick liffe ,
C aptain  Theodore O 'Hara, a c tin g  in s p e c to r  g e n e ra l; L ieu ten ­
a n t George B aylor, and L ieu ten an t Thomas Jack , aide-de-cam p; 
C olonel W illiam P re s to n , a c tin g  as a  v o lu n te e r  a id e , as  
d id  Major L. M, Hayden; Major A lb e rt S taith, and C ap tain  
W. L« Wickham, G eneral Johnston  was a ls o  accompanied by a 
number of c i v i l i a n  a id e s ,  in c lu d in g  Governor Isham H a rris  of 
Tennessee, Hdward W. Munford and Calhoun Benham, G eneral 
Beauregard in c lu d ed  on h is  s t a f f  C olonel Thomas Jo rdan ,
33 ~George B aylor, " With Gen. A. S, Johnston a t
S h ilo h ,"  C onfederate V e te ran . 7 ( December, 1897), 609, 
^^Ibid.
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C aptain  C l if to n  H* Smith, and L ieu ten an t John M* O tley of 
th e  a d ju ta n t  g en e ra l* s  departm ent. Major George ¥ , B rent 
a s s i s te d  G eneral Beauregard a s  a c tin g  in s p e c to r  g e n e ra l. 
Colonel a ,  B. Lee was in  charge of a s s i s t i n g  w ith  commi­
ssa ry  problem s. G eneral B eau regard 's  a lde-de-cam ps were 
L ieu ten an t C olonel S. W. Ferguson, L ieu ten an t A. a,  Chisolm, 
Colonel Jacob Thompson, (form er S ec re ta ry  o f th e  I n te r io r )  
Major M. A ugustine, Major H. E. Peyton, C ap ta in  A lb e rt 
P erry  and C aptain  B. B. W addell. Thomas Jo rdan  and S. 17. 
Ferguson, and a few o th e rs  had p ro fe s s io n a l m i l i ta r y  back­
ground, but f o r  th e  most p a r t ,  th e  members of th e  two 
s t a f f s  were ju s t  beginning  t o  l e a r n  abou t th e  b u sin ess  of 
war.
I f  th e  s t a f f  of th e  army was n o t working sm oothly, 
many of th e  f i e l d  o f f ic e r s  were doing even w orse . G eneral 
Beauregard had ordered  th e  tro o p s  to  be is s u e d  f iv e  d ay s ' 
r a t io n s ,  which should have been p le n ty  f o r  th e  proposed 
I campaign, bu t u n fo r tu n a te ly  th e re  were problem s connected 
w ith  t h i s .  The r a t io n s  had to  be cooked by th e  tro o p s , and 
some of th e  more in e p t s o ld ie r s  managed to  s p o i l  a l l  or 
p a r t  of t h e i r  food . In  th e  Twenty-second Alabama, most of 
th e  food d id  n o t a r r iv e  u n t i l  th e  reg im ent vras ready  to  
push o f f .  The men only had tim e to  cook up two days ' 
supp ly . The r e s t  was loaded  on board a  wagon and se n t o f f  
a long  w ith  th e  u n i t .  U n fo rtu n a te ly , a clumsy d r iv e r  tu rn ed  
th e  wagon over in  th e  mud, tho rough ly  ru in in g  a l l  of th e
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food . The fo u r  hundred members of th e  reg im ent were 
fo rced  to  t ig h te n  t h e i r  b o lts  s e v e ra l  e x tra  n o tc h e s . In  
good army fa sh io n  many of th e  R ebels prom ptly devoured t h e i r
r a t io n s  in  th e  f i r s t  tw en ty -fo u r or t h i r t y - s i x  hours of th e
V 35 march.
The roads were a lre ad y  tho rough ly  muddy from r a in s  
during  the  p a s t n ig h t ,  but on F rid ay  n ig h t as th e  h a l f -  
hungry C onfederate army t r i e d  to  s e t t l e  down, th e  heavens 
l i t e r a l l y  seemed to  b u rs t open. Most of th e  s o ld ie r s  
lacked  te n t s ,  and they  were q u ick ly  soaked to  th e  bone by 
th e  co ld  r a in .  A b l i s t e r in g  n o r th  wind added to  t h e i r  
m isery  by blowing th e  s tin g in g  drops of w ater in to  t h e i r  
f a c e s .  To add to  th e  gloom iness of th e  n ig h t ,  i t  suddenly 
began to  h a i l ,  lumps as  b ig  a s  musket b a l l s  p e l te d  th e  
a lre a d y  weary s o ld ie r s  w ith  s ta c c a to  l ik e  freq u en cy ,
Most of th e  s o ld ie r s  c a r r ie d  a  b la n k e t, o r even two, bu t 
th ey  qu ick ly  became soaked. A v ery  few o f f ic e r s  and e n l i s t ­
ed men owned n o n -re g u la tio n  gum co a ts  o r w ater proofed 
ta rp a u l in s .  These were th e  ex cep tio n s . The w eather 
Thursday n ig h t m ight have been se v e re , bu t F rid ay  n ig h t i t
Peak, "A Southern S o ld ie r 's  View of th e  C iv il  W ar," 
A. Hq M ecklin D iary , A p ril 3, 1862; Roman, "Memoirs of 
S h iloh ,"C onfedera te  C o lle c tio n s , Tennessee Department of 
A rchives and H is to ry ; Hugh Henry to  h is  p a re n ts , A p ril 10, 
1862, S h ilo h -C o rin th  C o lle c tio n , Alabama Department of 
A rchives and H is to ry .
^^M icajah W ilkinson to  h is  b ro th e r , A p ril 16,1862, 
L ou isiana  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  A rch ives; Lemuel A, Scar­
brough Jo u rn a l, A p ril 4 , 1862, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n s , 
S h iloh  R a tio n a l M il i ta ry  Park.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
181
was even w orse. By dawn most o f th e  C onfederate army was
37
in  good shape to  v i s i t  a pneumonia ward.
The n e z t morning, S atu rday , c o n d itio n s  a long  th e
l in e  of march were c h a o tic . A heavy d r iz z le  co n tin u ed  to
h a r ra s s  th e  co ld , exhausted  s o ld ie r s ,  most of whom had no t
been ab le  to  g e t  any sleep# Every s te p  was l ik e  gôing
th rough  qu icksand . In  G eneral B rag g 's  Corps, th e  in fa n try
stum bled along in- fo o t deep mud. F in a l ly  abou t midday, th e
38
r a i n  stopped , g iv in g  th e  weary men a  l i t t l e  r e s p i t e .
G eneral H ardee’s s o ld ie r s  moved a s  f a s t  a s  th e y  co u ld , but
i t  was th e  m iddle of th e  morning b efo re  th ey  were drawn up
in  o rder of b a t t l e  about two m iles  from th e  Union army' s 
39
camp a re a .
D isc ip lin e  was p r e t ty  shaky in  th e  C onfederate army. 
Members of Colonel John Wharton’s E igh th  Texas C avalry 
were r id in g  around in  th e  s lu sh , f i r i n g  t h e i r  shotguns 
and re v o lv e rs  a t  t r e e s  or stum ps, or a t  an o ccas io n a l 
r a b b i t .  Many s o ld ie r s  shot t h e i r  guns o ff  in to  th e  a i r
. 37
A. H. M ecklin, D iary, A p ril 4 , 1862; Samuel 
L a tta  to  w ife , A p ril 10, 1662, C onfederate C o lle c tio n , 
Tennessee Department of A rchives and H isto ry ; Hugh Henry 
to  p a re n ts , A p ril 10, 1862, S h ilo h -C o rin th  C o lle c tio n ; 
Thomas Chinn R obertson to  m other, A p ril  9 , 1862, Thomas 
C. Robertson Papers, L ou isiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  A rch ives.
38
M icajah W ilkinson to  b ro th e r , A p ril 16, 1862, 
M icajah W ilkinson Papers.
39
Thomas Jordan sa id  th e  l a s t  of H ardee 's  tro o p s  
d id  n o t move in to  p o s i t io n  u n t i l  j u s t  before  3 P. M. 
Jo rdan , "The Campaign of S h i lo h ," 273.
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ju s t  to  see I f  th ey  would s t i l l  work lu  th e  dampness. A
poor f r ig h te n e d  deer suddenly ra n  from a th ic k e t ,  and
hundreds o f C onfederate  s o ld ie r s ,  spying th e  nervous h e a s t ,
40
l e t  go a trem endous war whoop.
About noon some tro o p s  from th e  F i r s t  and Second 
Corps began to  s t r a g g le  in to  th e  deployment a re a , in ­
clud ing  many o f th e  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s  t h a t  had n o t l e f t
41C o rin th  u n t i l  F rid ay  morning. G eneral B ragg 's  Corps was
s t i l l  n o t a l l  i n  p o s i t io n . In  f a c t  a whole d iv is io n  was
l o s t  somewhere a long  th e  Monterey Road. At l a s t  G eneral
Johnston  l o s t  h i s  p a tien c e  w ith  G eneral Bragg. ” This i s
p e r fe c t ly  p u e r i le ! "  he exclaim ed, " t h i s  i s  no t war I L et
42
us have our h o r s e s . " Accompanied by p a r t  of h is  s t a f f .  
G eneral Johnston  rode back along th e  road  to  f in d  th a t  
some of G eneral F o lk 's  wagons and a r t i l l e r y  had blocked 
th e  m issing  d iv is io n  o f f .  The C onfederate commander and 
h is  su b o rd in a te s  f i n a l l y  managed to  g e t  th e  t r a f f i c  jam un- 
sn a rle d , bu t i t  was about 4 o 'c lo c k  in  th e  a f te rn o o n . **'
^^B aylor, " With Gen. A lb e r t Sidney Johnston a t  
S h i l o h . R o l a n d ,  A lb e rt Sidney Jo h n sto n . 319.
^^8. H. Lent to  h is  w ife , A p ril  9 , 1862, S h ilo h - 
C orin th  C o lle c tio n s , Alabama Departm ent of A rchives and 
H is to ry ; Peak, " A Southern S o ld ie r 's  View of th e  C iv il  
W ar,"; ffiigh Henry to  h is  p a re n ts ,  A p ril  10, 1862.
^^Edward Munford, "A lbert Sidney Jo h n s to n ," Mrs, 
Mason B arre t P ap ers .
A?
Roland, A lb e rt Sidney J o h n s to n . 520.
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There was no p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  an o ffe n s iv e  on 
S atu rday . To a t ta c k  w ith  only th e  p a r t  of th e  army th a t  
was deployed was to in v i te  d i s a s t e r .  Indeed i t  was in ­
c re a s in g ly  becoming a moot q u e s tio n  i f  th e  army should  
a t ta c k  a t  a l l .  The su ccess of th e  C onfederate p lan  de­
pended in  a la rg e  p a r t  on ach iev in g  a t  l e a s t  s t r a t e g ic  
s u rp r is e  over G eneral Grant* I f  th e  F éd éra is  were a le r te d  
and massed behind f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a t  P it ts b u rg , th en  th e  
Southern chances f o r  v ic to ry  were p r a c t i c a l ly  n i l .  A f te r  
th re e  days of tro o p  movements in  th e  f i e l d ,  i t  was q u ite  
p o s s ib le  th a t  th e  F éd éra is  were on th e  a l e r t .  Even more 
s e r io u s  was th e  danger th a t  G eneral G ra n t 's  s o ld ie r s  had 
heard  th e  C onfederates f i r i n g  t h e i r  guns o ff  and y e l l in g .  
The most dangerous p o s s ib i l i t y  of them a l l  however, was 
th a t  th e  Union army had been tip p e d  o f f  by th e  in c re a s in g ly  
heavy sk irm ish in g  n ea r th e  F ed era l camp.
J u s t  befo re  dawn on Thursday morning Colonel James 
H. C lan to n ’s F i r s t  Alabama Cavalry l o s t  a minor argument 
w ith  G eneral G ra n t 's  c a v a lry . C lan to n ’s Alabamans were 
p laced  around P it ts b u rg  lan d in g  to  keep an eye on N orthern  
movements. G eneral Sherman decided on Wednesday to  t r y  and 
p ick  up some p r iso n e rs  from th e  C onfederates f o r  th e  so le  
purpose o f in te l l ig e n c e .  Colonel W illiam  T ay lo r, w ith  a 
fo rc e  o f F i f th  Ohio C avalry , was assig n ed  th e  ta s k  of 
making th e  sweep. J u s t  a f t e r  m idnight th e  Ohioans p u lle d
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out of P it ts b u rg . A Doctor Parkes (o r  P a rk e r) , vho l iv e d  
n ea r th e  Landing, sp o tte d  T a y lo r 's  fo rc e  and rode o f f  to  
warn C lan to n 's  p ic k e t p o s t .  About s ix  m ile s  from P i t t s ­
burg, T a y lo r 's  men stum bled upon a  C onfederate p ic k e t 
p o s t of n in e  men. There was a w ild  exchange o f sh o ts , and 
th e  Southerners q u ick ly  mounted t h e i r  h o rse s  and g a llo p ed  
o f f .  The Ohioans f i r e d  p r e t ty  w ild ly  in  th e  murky p re ­
dawn haze, b u t th ey  managed to  wound on Alabaman, and 
th e y  bagged a P riv a te  Lammon. The r a id e r s  continued  on 
down th e  C orin th  Eoad, stum bling upon Doctor P arkes, who 
b u s ily  engaged in  a l e r t in g  th e  o th e r  p ic k e t p o s ts .  With h is
two p r is o n e rs . Colonel T aylor broke o f f  th e  ex p e d itio n  and
44re tu rn e d  to  th e  Landing.
The e a r ly  morning sk irm ish  o f A p ril 3 , was only an
opener. E a rly  F rid ay  morning C onfederate sc o u ts  sh o t up a
company of th e  S ix th  Iowa In fa n try  on guard along th e  Purdy
Eoad beyond Owl Creek. P r iv a te  C harles S ta tto n  was th e  only
Union c a s u a lty . One Johnny Eeb sho t S ta tto n  through th e
hand, and a surgeon was l a t e r  fo rced  to  am putate one of h is
f in g e r s .  There were no c a s u a l t ie s  on e i th e r  s id e , a s  th e
45cavalrym en qu ick ly  rode away.
On A p ril 4 , G eneral Sherman's s o ld ie r s  managed to
44^ 0 .  E .,  X̂ . p a r t  1, 86 ,87 .
45
Henry W right. A H isto ry  o f th e  S ix th  Iowa In fa n ­
t r y . ( Iowa C ity ; 1923),"’7o ,60 .
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p ick  a p r e t ty  good f i r e  f i g h t  w ith  th e  advance elem ents of 
th e  C onfederate army. On F rid a y , Colonel Ralph Buckland 
took  h is  F ou rth  Brigade ou t on a  t r a in in g  e x e rc is e , in  
accordance w ith  o rd e rs  from h is  d iv is io n a l  commander.
G eneral W, T, Sherman. The Ohio b rigade  marched out a long  
th e  C o rin th  Road about th re e  or fo u r  m ile s . C olonel Buck­
lan d  decided  to  g iv e  h is  reg im e n ta l commanders a l i t t l e  tim e 
to  d r i l l  t h e i r  u n i t s  b efo re  re tu rn in g  to  camp a t  S h iloh  
Church. About 2 :30  P. M., Buckland heard  s c a t te re d  sm all 
arms f i r e  and y e l l s  from about where he had posted  a  p ic k e t 
p o s t of th e  S e v en tie th  Ohio. The brigade.commander ordered  
Major leRoy C ro ck e tt to  end th e  t r a in in g  e x e rc ise  and swing 
h is  Seventy-second Ohio around f o r  a  sweep in  th e  d i r e c t io n  
of th e  n o is e . % hile th e  in f a n t r y  p repared  to  move. Colonel 
Buckland g a llo p ed  on ahead to  f in d  out what was going on.
He found o u t, and th e  news was a l l  bad. L ieu ten an t H, 
H erbert and s ix  e n l is te d  men of th e  S ev en tie th  Ohio had 
been overrun and cap tu red  by C onfederate c a v a lry , C lan to n ’s 
F i r s t  Alabama. The co lo n e l th en  ordered  L ieu ten an t John 
Geer to  r id e  back and n o t i f y  G eneral Sherman o f th e  i n c i ­
d e n t. As Geer g a llo p ed  o f f ,  a  c o u r ie r  from Major C rocke tt 
came up w ith  th e  in fo rm atio n  th a t  th e  F ed era l o f f ic e r  had 
deployed h is  Company B to  swing way r ig h t  of th e  p ic k e t 
p o s t i n  th e  hope of engaging th e  enemy. Colonel Buckland 
se n t word to  Major C rockett to  send Company H out to
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r e in fo rc e  Company B. These tro o p  movements constaned a 
good b i t  o f tim e , and l ie u te n a n t  Geer re tu rn e d  w ith  th e  
word th a t  G eneral Sherman was sending  out a  b a t t a l io n  of 
th e  f i f t h  Ohio C avalry , under M ajor B ick er. I t  was 
Colonel B uck land 's  u n d ers tan d in g  t h a t  Major C ro ck e tt would 
r e tu r n  to  camp as  soon as he com pleted h is  sw ing, u n le ss  
o f course he ra n  in to  s tro n g  enemy o p p o s itio n . There was 
no n o ise  to  in d ic a te  any such happening, so Colonel Buck­
lan d  took  th e  r e s t  of h is  b rig ad e  on back to  S h ilo h  
Church. At th e  camp Buckland n e rv o u sly  w aited  f o r  Major 
C rocke tt to  show up . E igh t companies of th e  Seventy-second 
came on in ,  b u t th e re  was no s ig n  of C rockett and Companies 
B and H. Bong m inutes passed , and th en  Colonel Buckland' s 
e a rs  began p ick in g  up th e  sounds o f sm all arms f i r e .
Bounding up a  hundred men from Companies A, B, and I ,  of
th e  Seventy-second Ohio, he headed back to  f in d  h is  way- 
46
ward men.
A s h o r t d is ta n c e  beyond th e  Jack Chalm ers' p la n ta t io n  
Colonel Buckland encountered some s o ld ie r s  from Company H, 
who e x c ite d ly  to ld  him th a t  th e  two companies had become 
se p a ra ted  and th a t  Major C ro ck e tt was probably  cap tu red  
by enemy c a v a lry . Stumbling th ro u g h  th e  mud, th e  r e l i e f  
p a r ty  moved f a s t e r  toward th e  co n tin u in g  sound o f g u n f ire ,
46 0. E . ,  X, p a r t  1, 9 0 ,9 1 .
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o b liv io u s  to  th e  heavy r a i n f a l l  which had j u s t  s ta r t e d .
Rounding a bend in  th e  Bark Road, Colonel Buckland could
see h is  B luecoats engaged i n  a  h o t f i r e  f i g h t  w ith  a p a r ty
of C onfedera tes. B uckland 's r e l i e f  p a r ty  rak ed  th e  F i r s t
Alabama w ith  a  heavy b u rs t o f musket f i r e .  ' The Rebels
qu ick ly  f e l l  back to  an open f i e l d  where th e y  could reform .
The pugnacious Colonel Buckland s ta r te d  form ing h is  own
men up f o r  a  p u r s u i t  when Major R icker and h is  cav a lry  
47
a r r iv e d .
In  response to  G eneral Sherman’s c a l l .  Major R icker 
had re p o r te d  to  F i f t h  D iv is io n  h e a d q u a rte rs . "Cump"
Sherman d ire c te d  th e  m ajor to  ta k e  h is  b a t t a l io n  out and 
d isco v er th e  f a t e  of th e  m issing  H erbert and h is  men.
W ithin a few m inutes th e  m ajor had rounded up one hundred 
and f i f t y  of h is  tro o p e rs  and was en ro u te  to  th e  tro u b le  
sp o t. About 3 0 0  o ’c lock , th e  Ohioans reached  Sherman's 
o u tp o st on th e  O o rin th -P ittsb u rg  Road. From th e  o f f ic e r  i n  
charge , Major R icker lea rn ed  th a t  Colonel Buckland and h is  
r e l i e f  p a rty  had passed by sometime b e fo re . R icker could 
h ea r g u n f ire , and he decided to  t r y  and envelope th e  enemy 
fo rc e  th a t  was f ig h t in g  w ith  C olonel Buckland. He sen t 
p a r t  of h is  fo rc e  out along th e  Bark Road, w h ile  w ith  h a l f  
of h i s  men he ro d e  on a  f la n k in g  movement, designed  to  
come in  a t  the  p o in t where th e  n o ise  in d ic a te d  th e  enemy's
^"^Ibid.
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f la n k  r e s te d .  The tro o p e rs  found th a t  C olonel Buckland and 
h is  In fa n try  had th e  s i t u a t io n  sa fe ly  under c o n tro l .
Colonel Buckland decided  to  a t ta c k  th e  S ou therners ,
and he le d  h is  command forw ard in  a s o r t  o f slow charge .
The Alabamans f e l l  back f o r  a  q u a r te r  o f a .m ile ,  to  behind
th e  brow of a h i l l .  As Major E ic k e r 's  men fo llow ed  them
over th e  h i l l ,  th ey  suddenly ra n  in to  s t i f f  C onfederate 
48a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .
N o tif ied  th a t  C lanton had run  in to  an enemy fo rc e . 
G eneral Hardee ordered  B rig a d ie r  G eneral P a t Cleburne to  
deploy h is  in fa n try  b rigade  to  cover th e  Bark Road and th e  
approach to  Mickey’s .  C leb u rn e 's  in f a n t r y  fanned out 
a c ro ss  th e  ro ad , w hile C ap tain  John T. T rigg  unlim bered  h is  
b a t te ry  of two 6-pound smoothbores and two 12-pound 
h o w itz e rs . The guns were s ig h te d  in  to  command th e  to p  of 
th e  h i l l .  As C lan ton’s men f r a n t i c a l l y  rode over th e  r i s e  
in  th e  ground and s c a t te re d  to  th e  s id e s , th e  Arkansas 
gunners braced them selves. When Major R ic k e r ’s men g a l ­
loped over a  few yards behind them, T r ig g 's  fo u r  guns 
ro a re d . The Southerners made a bad m is tak e , however, in  
n o t w a itin g  u n t i l  th e  O hioans’ momentum c a r r ie d  them out 
in to  th e  open where they  would have been an  easy  mark.
The sudden d e to n a tio n  of th e  b ig  guns prov ided  a r a th e r  
s p e c ta c u la r ,  i f  harm less, e f f e c t  on th e  Union c a v a lry .
48Ib id . . 89-92.
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S ev era l of Major E lo k e r 's  s o ld i e r s ' in ex p erien ced  mounts
went com pletely  b e rse rk , c a rry in g  t h e i r  s t a r t l e d  r id e r s
in  a l l  d i r e c t io n s .  One un ru ly  ho rse  headed s t r a ig h t
in  th e  d ir e c t io n  of Pat C leb u rn e 's  in f a n t r y .  His
g a l la n t  r i d e r  q u ick ly  drew h is  re v o lv e r  and p is to le d
down a C onfederate s o ld ie r .  The Southern in f a n try
in s ta n t ly  r id d le d  th e  d a rin g  N orthern  tro o p e r  w ith  a spray
of musket b a l l s .  Major S ick e r  and th e  o th e r  F ed era l
s o ld ie r s  q u ick ly  rode away, re jo in in g  Colonel Buckland to
the  r e a r .  The two f i e l d  o f f ic e r s  decided to  r e tu r n  to
camp and r e p o r t  th e  s i tu a t io n  to  G eneral Sherman. They
c a r r ie d  back w ith  them two badly  wounded F éd éra is  and
n ine bew ildered C onfederate tro o p e rs  of th e  F i r s t  Alabama 
49
C avalry .
Back a t  h is  S h iloh  Church h e a d q u a r te rs , G eneral 
Sherman heard  th e  sounds of C aptain T r ig g 's  cannon, and 
r e a l iz in g  th a t  Colonel Buckland and Major S ick e r might 
be in  t ro u b le ,  he took  two of h is  in f a n try  reg im ents 
out along th e  O o rin th -P ittsb u rg  Soad to  th e  Bark Hoad 
ju n c tio n , where he found h is  m issing  f lo c k .  The t o t a l  
lo s s e s  f o r  th e  F ed era l army were Major C rockett and
49
I b id . . 91-93; W. D. P ic k e t t ,  Sketch of th e  
M ilita ry  C areer of W illiam  J .  Hardee. L ie u te n a n t-  
G eneral. 0. S. A ., (Lexington: N. d .} , 8; F. A. Shoup,
The A rt of War in  62—S hiloh , " U nited S erv ice  : A 
Monthly Seylew of M il i ta ry  and Naval A fF a trs . XI 
( Ju ly , lo o 4 ) , 62. Some of G eneral C leb u rn e 's  S outherners 
gave th e  dead F ed era l an honorable b u r ia l  j u s t  o f f  the  
s id e  of th e  road  b^$gre n ig h t  f e l l .  P ic k e t t ,  Sketch of 
th e  M ili ta ry  Career^Of W illiam  J .  Hardee. 9 .
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L ieu ten an ts  Geer and H erb e rt, and n in e  o th e r  F éd éra is
50
ca p tu red , e ig h t men wounded, and one man k i l l e d .
A l i t t l e  p a s t 5 o ’c lock  in  th e  a f te rn o o n , th e  
F ed e ra l p r iso n e rs  were brought in to  C onfederate head­
q u a r te r s ,  where G enera ls Johnston, Beauregard and Bragg 
were c o n fe rr in g . L ieu ten a n t Colonel J .  F. Gilmer and 
Colonel Thomas Jordan p e rso n a lly  in te r ro g a te d  Major 
C rockett and th e  o th e r  F é d é ra is . On th e  b a s is  of th e  
in fo rm atio n  g leaned  from  th e  p r iso n e rs , Jordan  and 
G ilm er rep o rte d  to  G enera ls Johnston and Beauregard
th a t  th e  enemy was a p p a re n tly  s t i l l  com plete ly  un-
51
prepared  fo r  an a t ta c k .
Over a t  th e  Union camp, the  F éd éra is  s t i l l  seemed 
unconcerned over Major B ic k e r ’s and Colonel Buckland’s 
c o l l i s i o n  w ith  th e  C o n fed era tes , a lthough  G eneral 
Sherman was q u ite  i r r i t a t e d  w ith  the  co lo n e l f o r  becoming 
invo lved  w ith  th e  S ou therners ag a in s t o rd e rs .
General Grant had o th e r th in g s  on h is  mind than
50
£• * X, p a r t  1 , 90, 91. Colonel C lanton,
h im se lf , took Màjor C ro ck e tt in  as p r is o n e r . Shoup,
"The A rt of War, ' 3 ;  J  « J , Geer, Beyond th e  L ines ; 
or A Yankee P riso n e r  Loose in  D ix ie . ( P h ila d e lp h ia  ; 
1863), 15-28; M ildred Throne, "L e tte rs  from S h ilo h ,"  
T ^  Iowa Jo u rn a l of H is to ry . L II (Ju ly , 1954), 241,
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Jordan , "The Campaign and B a tt le  of S h ilo h ,"
272, 273; Throne, " L e tte rs  from S h ilo h ,"  241,
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a sk irm ish  w ith  th e  enemy, "While he was r id in g  hack from 
in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  Buckland and R icker a f f a i r ,  ju s t  be­
fo re  darkness f e l l ,  th e  commanding g e n e ra l’s h o rse  lo s t  
h is  fo o tin g  in  th e  mud and went down, r o l l in g  over the  
g e n e ra l’s le g .  G ran t’s ank le  bone was b ru ised  so 
sev ere ly  th a t  i t  was n ecessa ry  f o r  th e  boot to  be cu t
o f f ,  Bor th e  nex t day or so , th e  army commander would
52
have to  hobble around on a p a ir  of c ru tc h e s .
I f  G enerals Grant and Sherman d id  n o t seem p a r t i c ­
u la r ly  in te r e s te d  in  what was going on a t  th e  f r o n t ,  
some of th e  f e d e r a l  s o ld ie r s  around P itts b u rg  land ing  
were becoming a l i t t l e  nervous a t  th e  slow ly  in c re a s in g  
sig n s of enemy a c t iv i t y .  The T w en ty -fifth  M issouri 
In fa n try  Regiment picked up a couple of Southern 
c iv i l i a n s  prow ling through th e  reg im en ta l camps. The 
two unwelcomed in tru d e rs  b o ld ly  proclaim ed th a t  they  
were hun ting  c a t t l e ,  but th e  rank  and f i l e  of th e  F ederal
army in s i s te d  upon co n s id e rin g  them as s n ie s .  A fte r  an
53
in v e s t ig a t io n , th e  two fe llo w s  were f i n a l l y  re le a s e d .
52
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1862, ¥ . H, 1 . Wallace Papers; G rant, Memoirs, 172; 
Jordan, "The Campaign and B a tt le  of S h iloh , 272, 273; 
Throne, " L e t te r s  from S h ilo h ,"  241.
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On the  fo llow ing  day, Saturday, A p ril 5 , th e re
were more alarm s in  th e  F ed era l camp. A rumor was
s te a d i ly  c i r c u la t in g  th a t  G eneral A lb ert Sidney Johnston
was about to  launch  a s u rp r is e  a t ta c k ;  however, most of
th e  F éd éra is  simply laughed o ff th e  id ea  r.s being r a th e r  
54
r id ic u lo u s .
A pparently  G eneral John Me d e m a n d  picked up some
of th e  g e n e ra l nervousness f lo a t in g  around th e  F ed era l
camps, f o r  ju s t  a f t e r  lu n ch , he ordered  a c a v a lry  p a rty
out to  re c o n n o ite r  in  th e  d ir e c t io n  of Hamburg f o r  a
sh o rt d is ta n c e . The tro o p e rs , however, d id  n o t go f a r
enough or even in  th e  r i g h t  d ir e c t io n  to  f in d  th e  
55
C onfedera tes.
Out on G eneral Sherman's p ic k e t l i n e .  C aptain  ¥ . B. 
Mason, of th e  S even ty -seven th  Ohio, suggested  to  Sergeant 
C. J .  E ag le r and P r iv a te  Samuel Tracey th a t  th e  th re e  
might tak e  a  walk beyond th e  p ic k e t l in e  to  r e l ie v e  th e  
monotony. A fte r  a q u a r te r  of a m ile beyond th e  d iv is io n a l  
p ic k e t l i n e ,  th e  th re e  men reached an open f i e l d ,  from 
where th ey  could  see in  th e  d is ta n ce  a sytong fo rc e  of 
C onfederate in fa n try  and a r t i l l e r y .  C aptain  Ifeson ordered
Ambrose, H isto ry  of the  Seventh I l l i n o i s ,  48,
55
G eneral John A. Me d e m a n d  to  G eneral U. S. 
G rant, A p ril 5 , 1862, John A. Me d e m a n d  Papers; Morton, 
"The Opening of th e  B a ttle  of S h ilo h ,"  11, 12.
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Sergeant E ag le r to  r e p o r t  to  reg im en ta l h ead q u a rte rs  what 
they  had seen . Back a t  S h iloh  Church, E ag le r found Major 
Do B, B earing  and to ld  him th e  news. The m ajor to ld  
E agler to  go hack to  th e  p ic k e t  p o s t w ith  th e  assu rance 
th a t  th e  m a tte r  would go to  G eneral Sherman a t  once.
When Major Bearing inform ed Sherman, th e  g e n e ra l exploded. 
He ordered Sergeant E ag ler p laced  under a r r e s t  f o r  sp read­
ing a  f a l s e  alarm , a lth o u g h  C aptain Mason managed to
56p ro te c t  h is  s e rg e a n t. The in c id e n t a t t r a c te d  Colonel 
H ildebrand, who im m ediately went out to  f in d  ou t what was 
going on. Mason exp la ined  th a t  bes id es observ ing  th e  
Confederate camp he had a ls o  seen C onfederate ca v a lry  in  
the  d is ta n c e , as  w ell as numerous r a b b i ts  and s q u ir r e ls  
running ab o u t, aggravated  by what obviously  was some la rg e  
sc a le  movement. Colonel H ildebrand even saw C onfederate 
in f a n t r y 's  sh lney  musket b a r r e ls  in  th e  d is ta n c e  h im se lf . 
The s ix ty -tw o  y ea r o ld  e x - m i l i t i a  o f f ic e r  q u ick ly  saw the  
l i g h t ,  and he re tu rn e d  to  S h iloh  Church to  inform  G eneral 
Sherman. U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  B if th  D iv is io n 's  commander 
re fu sed  to  b e lie v e  t h a t  th e  C onfederates were anyth ing  
more than  a  re c o n n o ite r in g  p a r ty .
Colonel Buckland p e rso n a lly  v i s i t e d  s e v e ra l  p ic k e t 
p o sts  during  th e  day, and he observed C onfederate cav a lry
^^Bleming, "The B a ttle  of S h iloh  As A P riv a te  Saw 
I t , "  136, 137; Campaigns in  Kentucky and Tennessee. 115,116.
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in  th e  d is ta n c e . Some of h is  s o ld ie r s  on guard re p o rte d  
o c c a s io n a lly  ca tch in g  g lim pses of enemy a r t i l l e r y  and 
in f a n tr y  moving in  th e  d is ta n c e . About noon a C onfederate 
p a t ro l  probed one of C olonel H ild e b ra n d 's  o u tp o s ts , and 
P r iv a te s  Sam D illo n  and Dave Drown, Company A, Seventy- 
sev en th  Ohio, f i r e d  a t  them. The S o u th ern ers  f i r e d  a few 
sh o ts  in  re p ly  b efo re  r id in g  away.^^
Colonel Je sse  A ppier was d r i l l i n g  h is  F i f t y - th i r d  
Ohio in  an open f i e l d  n e a r  th e  d iv is io n a l  camp when he 
observed a  p a r ty  of Southern horsemen perhaps h a l f  a m ile  
away. He im m ediately d isp a tch ed  a  company to  engage th e  
C onfedera tes . The Ohioans were unab le  to  c a tch  th e  tro o p e rs  
bu t fo llow ed  them u n t i l  they  were f i r e d  upon by se v e ra l 
C onfederate  in fan trym en , p ic k e ts  of G eneral H ardee 's  
Corps. None of th e  Yanks were h i t ,  b u t when they  re p o r te d  
to  C olonel Appier what had happened, th e  co lo n e l ordered  
L ieu ten a n t J .  W. P u lto n  to  go t e l l  G eneral Sherman. In  a  
l i t t l e  w hile P u lton  re tu rn e d  w ith  th e  g e n e r a l 's  r e p ly ,
" T e ll  C olonel A ppier to  tak e  h is  damned regim ent to  Ohio. 
There i s  no fo rc e  of th e  enemy n e a re r  th a n  C o r i n t h . '
F u rth e r on down th e  l in e  th e  S ix th  D iv is io n  was 
going th rough a rev iew . A rumor, l a t e r  confirm ed, ran  
th rough  th e  ranks th a t  th e re  were C onfederate cava lry
57 lb id . . 116,117; Flem ing, "The B a ttle  of S h iloh  As 
A P r iv a te  Saw I t , "  137.
^^Camnaigns in  Kentucky and T ennessee. 116,117.
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w atching th e  men d r i l l  from le s s  than  a h a l f  m ile  away.
Colonel E v e re tt  Peabody’s b rigade  a d ju ta n t .  C aptain
D onnelly, openly to ld  th e  e n l i s te d  p ersonne l and ju n io r
o f f ic e r s  to  g e t  ready f o r  a f ig h t  f o r  th e  army was about to
be a t ta c k e d . The tro o p s were to ld  to  s le e p  w ith  t h e i r
59r i f l e s  and c a r tr id g e s  ready a t  hand. Colonel Peabody was 
f u l l y  in  accord  w ith  C aptain  D onnelly’s o p in ion , and he 
t r i e d  to  persuade G eneral P re n t is s  th a t  an a t ta c k  was 
em inent; however, the  d iv is io n a l  commander was s k e p t ic a l .
O bliv ious to  the  in c re a s in g  menace. G eneral Grant 
w ired G eneral E uell on Saturday  th a t  th e  C onfederates were 
s t i l l  in  C o rin th , M is s is s ip p i, and to  h is  s u p e r io r , he 
wrote th e  same day th a t  the  "main fo rc e  of th e  enemy i s  
a t  C o r i n t h . U n t r o u b l e d ,  Sherman dropped G eneral G rant a 
l in e  in  th e  e a r ly  a f te rn o o n , commenting th a t  " a l l  i s  q u ie t 
along my l i n e s  now. . . .  The enemy has cav a lry  in  our f r o n t . 
and I  th in k  th e re  a re  two reg im en ts of in f a n tr y  and one 
b a t te ry  of a r t i l l e r y  about 2 m ile s  o u t . l a t e r  in  the  
day Sherman o p t im is t ic a l ly  inform ed G eneral G rant th a t  he 
f e l t  su re  "nothing w il l  occur to -d ay  more th an  some p ic k e t 
f i r i n g .  " He claim ed to  have g iv en  th e  S ou therners th e
^^Morton, " A Boy At S h ilo h , " 58.
R ., 2, p a r t  2 , 94.
^ Îbid. .  93.
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w o rs t  o f i t  F r id a y ,  m a in ta in in g  t h a t  t h i s  w ould  d is c o u ra g e
aiay a g g re s s iv e n e s s  on t h e i r  p a r t .  " I  w i l l  n o t  he dravai
o u t f a r  u n le s s  w ith  c e r t a i n t y  o f a d v a n ta g e ,"  he  w ent on
to  s a y , "and I  do n o t a p p re h e n d ' a n y th in g  l i k e  an  a t t a c k
62
on our p o s i t i o n . "
As d a rk n e s s  descended  on th e  camp a r e a ,  p ic k e ts
r e p o r te d  t o  l i e u t e n a n t  C o lo n e l ¥ ,  G rav es , T w e lf th
M c h ig a n , t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  h e a r  movements i n  th e  d i s t a n c e .
The c o lo n e l  p ro m p tly  went t o  P r e n t i s s ’ h e a d q u a r te r s  t o
r e p o r t ,  and he was t o ld  t h a t  he "need n o t be a t  a l l
63
a la rm e d , t h a t  e v e ry th in g  was a l r i g h t .  "
D uring  th e  day , th e  p r i s o n e r s  from  t h e P i r s t  Alabama 
t o ld  any and e v e ry  N o r th e rn e r  who spoke to  them  t h a t  i n  a  
few  h o u rs  th e  U nion army w ould be d e s t ro y e d ,  b ecau se  th e  
C o n fe d e ra te s  w ere a b o u t t o  s t r i k e .  Most o f th e  c u r io u s  
F é d é ra is  who spoke to  th e  p r i s o n e r s  p a sse d  th e  m a t te r  o f f  
a s  R ebel b r a g ,  b u t f a r  more s e r io u s  was th e  s i t u a t i o n  o f 
one o f th e  A labam ans, who a c t u a l l y  was dy ing  o f h i s  w ounds. 
The m o r ta l ly  wounded C o n fe d e ra te  was f r i e n d l y  w ith  some of 
C o lo n e l H ild e b ra n d ’s r e l a t i v e s ,  and  he e x p re s s e d  a  d e s i r e  
t o  t a l k  t o  th e  c o lo n e l .  The d y in g  man t o l d  H ild e b ra n d  
th e  U nion army w ould be a t t a c k e d  and s u r e ly  d e s tro y e d  w i th in
52
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tw elve hours* Leaving th e  dying C onfederate , th e  old 
co lo n e l tru d g ed  over to  G eneral Sherman' s headg .uarters, 
but th e  g e n e ra l laughed th e  m a tte r  o f f .  U ntroubled by
64
any sense of danger, Sherman soon r e t i r e d  f o r  th e  n ig h t .  
C ripp led  by h is  F rid ay  a c c id e n t .  G eneral G rant 
rem ained in  Savannah* One u n p le asa n t thought in tru d e d  on 
h is  r e la x a t io n ,  however* A lthough co n fid en t th a t  Johnston 
would n o t a s s a u l t  F i t ts b u rg , G rant f e l t  t h a t  th e  South­
e rn e rs  m ight hazard  a  sudden d escen t on Lew W allace 's  
is o la te d  T hird  D iv is io n  a t  Crump's Landing* To p repare  
f o r  such an e v e n tu a l i ty .  G rant o rdered  h is  Second D iv ision
to  stand  by to  move out to  Crump's in  th e  event of a
65
Southern onslaught*
As G ran t, Sherman and th e  o th e r Union g e n e ra ls  
s e t t l e d  down f o r  th e  n ig h t ,  th e  S ou therners were making 
t h e i r  f i n a l  p re p a ra tio n s  f o r  t h e i r  a t ta c k ,  which would 
come e a r ly  Sunday morning* 3y l a t e  a fte rn o o n  a l l  of th e  
C onfederate army was in  p o s i t io n  ac ro ss  th e  Bark Hoad, th e  
advance elem ents w ith in  a  l i t t l e  more th an  a m ile of th e
-----------------5 5 ---------------
Camuaigns in  Kentucky and Tennessee. 115*
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G rant, Eemoirs. 172, 173; 0. H ., X, p a r t  2,  91; 
Lew W allace to  W* S. L. W allace, AprTl D, 1862, W. H. L. 
Wallace Papers; D. W. Wood, H is to ry  of th e  2o th  Ohio V et­
e ran  V olim teer In fa n try  Regiment From l5 5 l- l§ 6 5 « IColumbus: 
1876), lé*  SFant made no e f f o r t  to  re -d ep lo y  h is  tro o p s  a t  
P it ts b u rg , as  he c e r ta in ly  would have done i f  he had su s-  
p ic io n ed  an a tta c k *  Sherman's and P re n t i s s ' D iv is io n s , th e  
two l e a s t  experienced  in  th e  army, were l e f t  out in  f ro n t  
w ith  a gap between them, w hile th e  th r e e  com paratively  
v e te ra n  u n i t s  rem ained f a r  to  th e  rea r*  One of Sherman's
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ünioa p ic k e t p o s ts .  A fte r  th e  confusion  and d e lay  of the
march, many of th e  Southern s o ld ie r s  considered  th e
elem ent of s u rp r is e  gone. G eneral Beauregard remarked,"Kow
66
they  w i l l  be en trenched  to  th e  e a r s . "
The C reole wished to  can ce l th e  a t ta c k  and r e tu rn  to  
C orin th . Bragg jo in ed  in  w ith  th e  L ouisianan , claim ing 
th e  two d a y s ' d e lay , added to  th e  poor c o n d itio n  of many of 
th e  tro o p s , were to o  g re a t  handicaps to  be overcome by an 
a s s a u l t  now. There was some q u e s tio n  as to  th e  s iz e  of th e  
F ed era l f o rc e .  Colonel Thomas Jordan  m ain tained  i t  numbered 
le s s  th an  tw e n ty -f iv e  thousand men and tw elve b a t t e r i e s .
Other o f f ic e r s  added comments about th e  s i tu a t io n ,  but Gen­
e r a l  Johnston  ended a l l  d is c u s s io n s . M ain tain ing  th a t  the  
F éd éra is  were probably  u n su sp ec tin g , he s ta te d  i t  would be 
f a r  worse to  tu r n  back w ithou t f ig h t in g  than  to  r i s k  a 
b a t t l e . A fte r  th e  re c e n t d i s a s te r s  in  Kentucky and Tennes­
see , th e  army must recoup th e  s i tu a t io n .  He added, "We s h a l l
a t ta c k  a t  d a y lig h t tomorrow, " and as he ivalked o f f ,  he r e -
67
marked, I  would f ig h t  them i f  th ey  were a m il l io n . "
fo u r b r ig a d e s , th e  Second, under Colonel S tu a r t ,  was is o ­
la te d  from th e  d iv is io n ,  as  i t s  camp was on th e  extreme 
l e f t  of th e  Union army.
66
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C onfederate rumor sa id  th e  Union army numbered 
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G eneral H ardee’s Third Army Corps was f i r s t  in  th e  
l in e  of th e  n ig h t camp and in  th e  l in e  of b a t t l e .  His 
l e f t  was n ea r Owl Creek, and h is  r i g h t  a c ro ss  th e  Bark Hoad. 
Prom l e f t  to  r ig h t  Hardee had G eneral Pat C leburne’s com­
mand, G eneral S, A, M. Wood’s u n i t .  Colonel H. G. Shaver’s 
and G eneral A, K. G ladden’s B rigades, th e  l a t t e r  on 
tem porary lo an  from Bragg’s Corps. The Second Corps was 
drawn up about e ig h t hundred yards behind Hardee. G eneral 
Jones M. W ith e rs’ Second D iv is io n  was lo c a te d  to  th e  r ig h t  
of th e  Bark Hoad, w hile G eneral D aniel H uggles’ P i r s t  
D iv is io n  was to  th e  l e f t .  A fte r  d e tach in g  G eneral Gladden 
to  re in fo rc e  H ardee’s r i g h t .  W ithers r e ta in e d  G enerals J .  H. 
Chalm ers’ and J .  K. Jack so n ’s B rigades. Huggles had the  
b rig ad es  of C olonels H andall Gibson and P reston  Pond, J r . ,  
and G eneral P a tto n  Anderson. P o lk ’s P i r s t  Corps, c o n s is t ­
ing  of the  b rig ad es  of C olonels H. M. H u sse ll and W. H.
Stephens and G enerals A lexander S tew art and Bushrod 
68
Johnson.
Each co rps was n o t assig n ed  a s p e c if ic  s e c tio n  of th e  
Union l in e  to  s h a t te r ;  in s te a d , Hardee and Bragg were to  
advance in  p a r a l l e l  l i n e s ,  s t r e tc h in g  a c ro ss  a th re e  m ile 
f r o n t .  This was a  f a u l ty  arrangem ent, s in ce  i t  would make
 ---------------
Jo rdan , "The B a ttle  of S h ilo h , " 204. Por a 
com plete d e s c r ip tio n  of a breakdown in to  in d iv id u a l 
u n i t s ,  see Appendix I .  The same may be found f o r  th e  
Union army in  Appendix I I .
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f o r  confusion  when th e  u n i t s  became en tang led  a s  th e  
b a t t le  progressed* In  G eneral Jo h n s to n 's  te leg ram  to  
P re s id e n t J e ffe rso n  D avis, inform ing him of th e  f o r th ­
coming b a t t l e ,  no th ing  was sa id  about t h i s  p a r a l l e l  ■> 
fo rm a tio n . In s te a d , th e  o rder of a t ta c k  was g iven  as 
Polk on th e  l e f t ,  Hardee in  th e  c e n te r , Bragg on th e  r ig h t ,  
and B reck inridge in  r e s e rv e . This p lan  would have been 
much more e f f i c i e n t ,  and i t  would have probab ly  weighted 
th e  C onfederate r ig h t  so a s  to  make b e t te r  p o ss ib le  the  
C onfederate p lan  of secu rin g  th e  Landing.
The Confederate p lan  was avowedly to  tu r n  th e  Fed­
e r a l  l e f t  and d riv e  th e  Union army away from th e  Landing 
and a g a in s t  Owl Creek. By s e iz in g  th e  Landing, th e  South­
e rn e rs  could  p reven t B u e l l 's  r e in fo rc in g  G ran t. But to  
accom plish  t h i s  p lan  th e  g r e a te s t  w eight of th e  C onfederate 
a s s a u l t  should have been co n cen tra ted  on th e  S o u th e rn e rs ' 
r i g h t  in s te a d  of being d isp e rse d  a l l  ac ro ss  th e  b a t t l e -
69
f i e l d .
As th e  sun went down behind th e  h o rizo n , thousands 
of C onfederate s o ld ie r s  stood  around th e  newly blossomed
59
,0 . H ., X, p a r t  1 , 392-397, p a r t  2 , 387 .
W illiam P reston  Johnston , J e f fe rs o n  Davis and Braxton 
Bragg l a t e r  charged th a t  Beauregard d e l ib e r a te ly  a l te r e d  
Jo h n s to n 's  p lan  of a t ta c k .  I t  i s  much more l ik e ly  th a t  
in  th e  confusion  a t  th e  tim e th a t  Johnston fo rg o t  to  
g ive Beauregard th e  d e t a i l s  and th e  L ouisianan  sim ply 
ac te d  on h is  own i n i t i a t i v e ,  or th a t  Johnston d id  g ive 
him th e  d e t a i l s  and he sim ply fo rg o t them. Boland,
A lb e rt Sidney Johnston . 321,322.
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dogwood t r e e s ,  w hile t h e i r  muddy o f f ic e r s  read  to  them
70
G eneral A lb e rt Sidney Johnston  s m essage. The t e x t  of 
G eneral Jo h n s to n ’s message read  a s  fo llo w s:
I  have put you In  m otion to  o f fe r  b a t t l e  to  
th e  In v ad ers of your co u n try . With th e  r e s o lu t io n  
and d is c ip l in e d  v a lo r  becoming men f ig h t in g ,  a s  you 
a r e ,  f o r  a l l  w orth l iv in g  or dying f o r ,  you can 
but march to  a d e c is iv e  v ic to ry  over th e  a g ra r ia n  
m ercenaries  sen t to  sub juga te  and d e sp o il you of 
your l i b e r t i e s ,  p ro p e r ty , and honor. Remember 
th e  p rec io u s  stake  Invo lved ; remember th e  depen­
dence o f your m others, your w ives, your s i s t e r s ,  
and your c h ild re n  on th e  r e s u l t ;  remember th e  f a i r ,  
broad, abounding la n d , th e  happy homes, and th e  t i e s  
th a t  would be d e so la te d  by your d e fe a t .
The eyes and th e  hopes of e ig h t m il l io n  people 
r e s t  upon you. You a re  expected  to  show y o u r­
se lv e s  worthy of your ra ce  and lin e a g e ; worthy of 
th e  women of th e  South, whose noble devo tion  In  
t h i s  war has never been exceeded in  any tim e .
With such In c e n tiv e s  to  brave deeds and w ith  th e  
t r u s t  t h a t  God I s  w ith  u s , your g en e ra l w i l l  le a d  71 
you c o n f id e n tly  to  th e  combat, a ssu red  of su ccess .
S t r i c t l y  fo rb id d en  to  l i g h t  f i r e s  or make any kind  of 
n o ise , f o r ty  thousand C onfederate s o ld ie r s  sq u a tte d , k n e l t ,  
or l a id  down In  th e  th ic k  slim e covering  th e  e n t i r e  a re a , 
ta lk in g  q u ie t ly  over G eneral Jo h n s to n ’s message and m u ll­
ing over Sunday’s p ro sp ec ts . Some of th e  s o ld ie r s  munched 
cold  r a t io n s ,  bu t most of them went hungry® The r a in  had 
stopped during  th e  a f te rn o o n , but most of th e  Confeder­
a te s  were s t i l l  f a i r l y  damp, and th ic k ,  s l i c k  brown Tennessee
70
Samuel L a tta  to  w ife , A p ril 12, 1862, C onfederate 
C o lle c tio n .
71
0. R ., X, p a r t  2 , 389.
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mud covered ev e ry th in g . As th e  s o ld ie r s  t r i e d  to  c lean
t h e i r  muskets and shotguns, perhaps some of them remembered
G eneral B eau regard 's  o rder to  shoo t low a t  th e  enemy's
le g s  to  cause wounded men, who would have to  be c a r r ie d
o f f  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  I t  was a c h e e rfu l though t f o r  th e
men to  t r y  and c a tc h  a  l i t t l e  s le e p  w ith .
Nearby th e  Southerners could  h ea r Union s ig n a l guns
going o f f ,  F ed era l bands k ep t th e  n ig h t a i r  sp a rk lin g  w ith
t h e i r  jau n ty  se ren ad es . F in a lly  th e re  was q u ie t ;  and
72
most of th e  exhausted  s o ld ie r s  d r i f t e d  o ff  to  s le e p .
72
A. H. M ecklin, D iary , A p ril 5, 1862; R ichardson, 
“Uar As I  Saw I t , U n i d e n t i f i e d  o f f ic e r .  Seventeen th  
Alabama In fa n try  Regiment, A p ril 11, 1862, S h ilo h -C o rin th  
C o lle c tio n .
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CHAPTER Y II 
SURPRISE
For as long  as th e re  have been wars and a rm ies , 
s o ld ie r s  have grumbled over th e  p ro sp ec t of e a r ly  morn­
ing  p a t r o ls .  On th a t  q u ie t Sunday morning over a 
cen tu ry  ago, th e  men of th e  T w en ty -fifth  M issouri^ and 
th e  Tw elfth M ichigan were no ex cep tio n s . Routed ou t of 
t h e i r  beds sometime suTter m idn igh t, th e  tro o p s stum bled 
around, g a th e r in g  up t h e i r  guns, c a r tr id g e  b e l t s ,  over­
c o a ts , and wadding up th e i r  b la n k e ts  before f a l l i n g  in to  
fo rm atio n , Why a p a tro l  a t  t h i s  time of n ig h t?  Some 
o f f ic e r  was w orried  about R ebels , so th e  e n l i s te d  men 
would have i t  ta k e n  out on them.
The w orried  o f f ic e r  was Colonel E v e re tt Peabody. 
D istu rbed  by th e  ev en ts  of Satu rday , he decided some 
k ind  of la rg e  sc a le  reconnaissance  was an a b so lu te  neces­
s i t y .  J u s t  a f t e r  m idnight, sc o u ts  from th e  T w en ty -fifth
1
Many members of th e  T w en ty -fifth  M issouri had 
tak en  p a r t  in  th e  sieg e  of L exington , M issouri, in  
September of th e  p rev ious y e a r . E v e re tt Peabody hadccom- 
manded th e  regim ent th e re . B a tt le s  and L eaders. I ,  307- 
313; Monaghan, C iv i l  War on th e  Western B order. 187-194; 
C harles Morton, ' A Boy a t  S h ilo h . Personal R eco llec ­
t io n s  of th e  o f th e  R e b e ll io n ; Addresses B e llv ered
Before th e  Oommandery of th e  S ta te  of Hew York. M il i ta ry  
Order of th e  Loyal Legion of th e  U nited S ta te s . 3rd 
S e r ie s , (Hew York: 1907), 5? . Colonel Peabody was a 
n a t iv e  of M assachusetts , a  Harvard g rad u a te , and a  c i v i l  
en g in ee r by p ro fe s s io n . Ib id . . 53 ,54; C harles Morton,
" Opening of th e  B a ttle  of S h i lo h ,"7.
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I4 isso u rl, le d  by Major J a s s s  Pow ell, lo c a te d  a  p a r ty  of
Confederate tro o p s  se v e ra l m iles  from th e  Union army
camped a t  P it ts b u rg  la n d in g . R eturning  from the  sco u t,
Powell re p o r te d  th e  C o n fed era tes ' p resence to  Peabody.
îhe  co lo n e l th en  decided to  send Major Powell back w ith
a b ig  enough detachm ent to  a s c e r ta in  e x a c tly  what th e
2
S outherners were up to  and how many th e re  were#
Around 3 A, M., th re e  companies from th e  Twenty- 
f i f t h  M issouri (B, le d  by C aptain  Joseph Schmitz; E, 
C aptain  Simon P, Evans; H, C aptain  Hamilton B i l l ,  a 
Mexican War v e te ra n ) ,  p lu s  a detachm ent from th e  Tw elfth  
Michigan In fa n try , p u lle d  ou t of t h e i r  encampments and 
headed ou t along th e  C o r in th -P itts b u rg  Landing Road.
The p a t ro l  was Peabody's own r e s p o n s ib i l i ty ,  and as th e  
men s lip p e d  away in to  th e  d is ta n c e  down th e  ro ad , th e  
co lo n e l remarked to  an a id e  th a t  he would n o t l iv e  to  
see th e  r e s u l t  of i t .  He was n e a r ly  r i g h t —in  le s s  than  
fo u r  hours he la y  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  a b u l le t  through 
h is  h e a r t .^
2lb id .
^Joseph R uff, *’ C iv il  War Experiences of A German 
fis ig ran t as Told by th e  L ate Joseph Ruff of A lb io n ,"  The 
Michigan Magazine of H is to ry . XSVII (W inter, 1943-), 294; 
"Morton, " A Boy a t  S h iloh , 58. Por y ea rs  s tandard  h is to ry  
works have m ain tained  th a t  th e  reconnaissance  p a tro l  
under Major Powell th a t  went out to  engage th e  Confeder­
a te s ,  or a t  l e a s t  to  lo c a te  them th a t  m orning, co n s is te d  
of th re e  companies of s o ld ie r s  from th e  T w en ty -fifth  
M issouri. This i s  g e n e ra lly  based th e  r e p o r t  of th e  
T w en ty -fifth  M issouri in  th e  O ff ic ia l  R ecords. T his, how-
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The n ig h t was "balmy" and. " p e r fe c t ly  s t i l l ,  " The 
s o ld ie r s  had only th e  p a le  l i g h t  of th e  moon and th e  
f a i n t  s t a r s  to  guide them down th e  w ell-w orn  wagon ro ad . 
Stumbling in  th e  wagon r u t s ,  and o c c a s io n a lly  s ink ing  in  
th e  th ic k  la y e r s  of Tennessee mud on th e  " ro ad ’s su r­
f a c e ,"  th e  two hundred Union v o lu n te e rs  f i l e d  slow ly down
ev e r, i s  in c o r r e c t ,  A detachm ent from th e  Tw elfth M ichigan 
went w ith  th e  M issourians on the  R econnaissance. E x ac tly  
why t h i s  was overlooked in  th e  O f f ic ia l  Records i s  n o t 
c e r ta in .  L ieu ten an t Colonel numphrey W. Woodyard. Twenty- 
f i r s t  M isso u ri, does m ention th a t  th e  T w elfth  Michigan had 
been engaged about th e  same tim e as th e  T w e n ty -f irs t . 0 , R , , 
X, p a r t  1, 283, Two members of th e  T w elfth  Michigan ~ 
s p e c i f ic a l ly  re p o rte d  th a t  th ey  were engaged. P riv a te  
P ra n k lin  B a iley , Company D, Tw elfth M ichigan, wrote a 
l e t t e r  to  h i s  p a ren ts  two days a f t e r  th e  b a t t l e ,  in  which 
he s p e c i f ic a l ly  s ta te d  th a t  he and h is  company had tak en  
p a r t  in  t h i s  o p e ra tio n , F ra n k lin  H. B a iley  Papers, 
H is to r ic a l  C o lle c tio n s  of th e  U n iv e rs ity  6 f M ichigan,
P riv a te  C harles Morton, T w en ty -fifth  M issou ri, s ta te d  
th a t  two or th re e  companies of the  T w elfth  Michigan 
accompanied Pow ell, Morton, "Opening of th e  B a ttle  of 
S h ilo h ."  13. The presence of th e  Michigan tro o p s  w ith  
P o w e ll's  p a t ro l  was a ls o  confirm ed by Edwin L, Hoburt,
The T ru th  About S h ilo h . (S p r in g f ie ld ; 1909), 10; W illiam  
Swinton, The ^ e l v e  D ecisive B a tt le s  of th e  C iv il  War.
(Hew York: iS é ? ) , Ï 05 , J .  G. Deupree, "The Hozubee 
Squadron of th e  F i r s t  M is s is s ip p i C a v a lry ," P u b lic a tio n s  
of th e  M is s is s ip p i H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty . (Jackson: 1908),
L I, 30 , a lso  comfirmed t h i s .  There i s  no reg im en ta l 
r e p o r t  f o r  th e  Tw elfth  M ichigan in  th e  O f f ic ia l  R ecords, 
and t h e i r  ro le  in  th e  day ’s f ig h tin g  i s  n o t s p e c i f ic a l ly  
sp e lle d  ou t by any o f f i c i a l  accoun t. C olonel F ran cis  
Quinn, who commanded th e  reg im en t, only tu rn ed  in  a 
b rigade r e p o r t .  He sa id  t h a t  " se v e ra l companies were 
o ^ e r e d  out from th e  F i r s t  B rig ad e ,"  0, R ,, X, p a r t  1,
280, There i s  a  r e p o r t  bÿ L ieu ten an t-C o lo n e l W illiam 
G raves, which does m ention two companies of th e  Tw elfth 
going out w ith  th e  p a t r o l .  R obertson, M ichigan in  th e
g a r . 325.
^D, Lloyd Jones, " The B a ttle  of S h ilo h ,"  War 
Papers Read Before th e  Commandery of th e  S ta te  of Wiscon­
s in . M 0 L L 2  S, (Milwaukee: 109177 5?T
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th e  road  in  th e  d ir e c t io n  of th e  s ta te  l i n e ,  unaware of
5
t h e i r  nearby rendevouz w ith  d e s tin y .
P rogress was slow and h a l t in g ,  tn e  men f re q u e n tly
m u tte rin g  and cu rs in g  a f t e r  being bumped by th e  musket
b a r r e ls  of t h e i r  comrades. F requen tly  th e  unlucky tro o p e rs
s tra g g le d  o f f  th e  road in to  th e  dark n ess, or they  bogged
down in  th e  mud, w hile upon one occasion  a  p a rty  of
M ichiganders became confused and alm ost sho t up some of
6
th e  T w en ty -fifth , m istak ing  them f o r  C o n fed era tes . The 
th ic k  c lu s te r s  of t r e e s  along th e  C orin th  Eoad added to  
th e  murky d ark n ess , s h u tt in g  out what l i t t l e  l i g h t  th e re  
was from th e  heavens above. Passing ju s t  beyond th e  edge 
of th e  Shea f i e l d .  Major Powell met C aptain  McCor­
m ick, of th e  Seven ty -seven th  Ohio, who was commanding 
Colonel H ild eb ran d 's  advance p ic k e t p o s t. T e llin g  C aptain  
McCormick of h is  o rd e rs , M ajor Powell q u ick ly  d ire c te d
7
h is  men to  resume t h e i r  m arch, heading on up th e  road .
A fte r  more th an  an  hour o f marching and c u rs in g , the  
p a t ro l  had moved le s s  than  two m ile s .
In  a  m il l io n  homes a c ro ss  America, in  th e  s tran g e  
s e m i- lig h t t h a t  p rev a iled  in  th e  immediate m inutes before
^E u ff, " C iv il War E xperiences of A German Emi­
g r a n t ," ,  294,295.
^ Ib id . . 294,295.
7
Campaigns in  Kentucky and Tennessee. 138.
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dawn, th e re  occurred  th e  f i r s t  g rad u a l s t i r r i n g s  of 
Sunday morning. Housewives were up , making b re a k fa s t 
g ru e l o r oatm eal, w hile  teenage sons and daugh ters 
m ilked the  cows or took  care of o th e r  household chores 
in  p re p a ra tio n  f o r  d re ss in g  and making th e  long t r i p  to  
Sunday morning s e rv ic e s ;  bu t along th e  C o rin th -P ittsb u rg  
Eoad no one though t of church se rv ic e s  or hymn s in g in g . 
There were no sounds of p o ts  and pans or th e  g e n tle  
lowing of c a t t l e ;  b u t, jj is te a d , th e  h a rsh  tram p, tram p, 
s lo s h , s lo sh  of men m arching.
Across th e  sk y lin e  th e  f i r s t  vague t r a c e s  of l i g h t  
were appearing . In  t h i s  m isty  h a l f - l i g h t ,  th e  advance 
of Major Pow ell’ s reconnaissance  fo rc e  suddenly stum bled 
upon th e  ou tp o st of th e  Confederate army. A sho t rang  o u t, 
th en  a second, and s t i l l  a  th i r d —as  th e  men o f Brewer’ s 
Alabama cav a lry  suddenly re a l iz e d  th e  Yankees were upon 
them.
Scrambling to  t h e i r  h o rse s , th e  Alabamans q u ick ly  
g a llo p ed  away in  th e  d i r e c t io n  of Major A. B, E a rd c a s t le 's  
Third M is s is s ip p i B a tta lio n  on p ic k e t d u ty . To th e  ad­
vancing F éd é ra is , th e  Alabamans appeared to  be g h o s t- l ik e  
horsemen, moving m y ste rio u s ly  th rough  th e  t r e e s ,  a  poor 
t a r g e t  along a r i f l e  s ig h t .
Quickly form ing in  sk irm ish  l i n e s ,  th e  M ichiganders 
and M issourians moved forw ard , f i r i n g .  Some of th e  
N atio n a ls  took cover behind t r e e s ,  sending heavy r i f l e
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b a l l s  and s lu g s  c rash in g  in to  th e  underbrush  a fte r-  th e  
f le e in g  cavalrym en. In  a  m a tte r  of seconds, th e  f i r s t  
a c tio n  vas over, w ith  no c a s u a l t ie s ,  and indeed w ith o u t 
most of th e  men even seeing  an enemy. W ithin moments 
th e  Union fo rc e s  were ag a in  advancing fo rw ard , t h i s  tim e 
s t r a ig h t  on tow ard th e  w a itin g  M is s is s ip p ia n s .
How deployed leng thw ise  over th e  road  and in  th e  
surrounding P a rley  F ie ld ,  th e  F éd é ra is  continued  t h e i r  
somewhat stum bling advance, c a u tio u s , app rehensive , 
determ ined n o t to  be su rp r is e d . A sudden v o lle y  of gun­
f i r e  rang out as  th e  Yanks approached w ith in  a  hundred 
y ards of L ieu ten an t F . ¥ , Hammock's o u tp o s t. The seven 
M iss is s ip p ia n s  f i r e d  only one round befo re  f a l l i n g  back 
on th e  main body of th e  b a t ta l io n ;  th en  a  second sharp 
v o lle y , as L ieu ten a n t W illiam  M. McCulty’ s men jo in ed  in  
th e  f r a y .  The f i r i n g  was very  in a c c u ra te  due to  poor 
v i s i b i l i t y  and th e  r e l a t iv e  in ex p erien ce  of th e  M issis­
s ip p ia n s .
S te a l th i ly  moving fo rw ard , th e  ca u tio u s  Yanks 
f i n a l l y  c o l l id e d  w ith  th e  main body of th e  C onfederate 
advance guard . With a  tremendous r o a r ,  H a rd c a s tle 's  
Third M is s is s ip p i B a tta lio n  un leashed  a  thunderous bu t 
h ig h ly  in a c c u ra te  v o lle y  of b u l le t s  in  th e  g e n e ra l 
d ir e c t io n  of th e  advancing F é d é ra is .
L ieu ten an t Colonel J .  F. G ilm er, G eneral A lb e rt 
Sidney Jo h n sto n ’ s c h ie f  a r t i l l e r y  o f f ic e r ,  suddenly found
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h im se lf  caught up in  th e  hazy g u n f ig h t. E econno itering
ahead of th e  main body to  lo c a te  s u i ta b le  a r t i l l e r y
p o s i t io n s ,  Gilmer and h is  sm all ca v a lry  e s c o r t  a b ru p tly
found  them selves in  th e  l in e  of f i r e  from Major Pow ell' s
p a t r o l .  P riv a te  Thomas Duncan of th e  e s c o r t  watched a
young M iss iss ip p ian  go down w ith  h i s  th r o a t  r ip p ed  open
by a  Eorthezm r i f l e  b a l l .  Then a  p iece  of wood, to m
lo o se  by a  r i f l e  s lu g , caught Duncan in  th e  l e f t  eye, w hile
a  b u l le t  gouged h is  sab e r b la d e . S curry ing  back to  cover.
P r iv a te  Duncan, Colonel G ilm er, and th e  r e s t  of t h e i r
8
group escaped f u r th e r  damage.
At two hundred yards ran g e , th e  B luecoats and th e  
Grays continued tra d in g  tremendous v o lle y s  of e n th u s ia s t ic  
b u t poorly  aimed g u n f ire  as th e  sun slow ly climbed over 
th e  h o rizo n . Por some m inutes th e  s o ld ie r s  fough t i t  ou t, 
an o ccasio n a l man dropping as he exposed h im se lf from 
behind h is  t r e e  o r fence p o s t .  The engagement g ra d u a lly  
rocked back and f o r th ,  w ith  th e  M is s is s ip p ia n s  advancing a 
l i t t l e  and then  f a l l i n g  back. A fte r  about an hour of 
sp o rad ic  f i r i n g ,  th e  F éd éra is  decided  th ey  had enough, 
and began slow ly p u llin g  back. The continuous f i r i n g  of 
alm ost f iv e  hundred men had a c tu a l ly  produced l e s s  th an  
t h i r t y  c a s u a l t ie s ,  a p i t ta n c e  compared to  th e  carnage
®0. E ., X, p a r t  1, 602,60^; E u ff, "C iv il War 
E xperiences of A German B a ig ran t, 294; Duncan, 
R e c o lle c t io n s . 51»52; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 405.
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Q
th a t  would be on t h i s  grim day, bu t i t  was a  s t a r t .
C onfederate G eneral A. S, Johnston  and h is  s t a f f
were j u s t  s i t t i n g  down to  a b re a k fa s t  of co ld  b is c u i t s
and co ffe e  when th e  sounds of the  H ardcastle -P ow ell
f r a c a s  reached them. "T h ere ," sa id  Colonel W illiam
• 10P re s to n , " th e  f i r s t  gun of th e  b a t t l e . "  33ie command 
to  advance was g iv en , bu t to  r e la y  th e  o rd er to  th e  
v a r io u s  b rig ad es  re q u ire d  many p rec io u s  m inu tes. G eneral 
Johnston  b r ie f ly  c h a tte d  w ith  th e  s t i l l  u n e n th u s ia s tic  
Beauregard, ez p la in in g  th a t  he planned to  accompany th e  
forw ard  l i n e  of advance, and he req u es ted  G eneral Beaure­
g ard  to  manage th in g s  i n  th e  r e a r .  Mounting h is  h o rse , 
f i r e - e a t e r ,  Johnston  rode forw ard toward th e  slow ly in ­
c re a s in g  sounds o f g u n f ire .
I b id . , 602,603; E u ff , " C iv il  War Experiences 
of A German E m ig ran t," 294-296; F ra n k lin  H, B ailey  to  
h i s  p a re n ts , A p ril 8 , 1862. Some d isp u te  e x i s ts  as to  
th e  e x a c t tim e of th e  beginning  of th e  b a t t l e .  The two 
most f re q u e n tly  m entioned tim es a re  4 :55  A. M. and 5:14 
A. M. C olonel' Johnston , in  h is  biography of h is  f a th e r ,  
m entions th e  tim e a s  being 5 :1 4 , making s p e c ia l  re fe re n c e  
to  t h i s ,  saying G eneral Johnston  d ire c te d  C aptain  Ed 
Munford to  no te  th e  hour of th e  f i r s t  sound of th e  f i r s t  
f i r i n g .  Johnston , L ife  of Gen. A lb e r t Sidney Jo h n sto n . 
585. C olonel W illiam P res to n , on G eneral Jo h n s to n 's  
s t a f f ,  s a id  th a t  a t  5 :30  A. M., he heard  sharp  v o lle y s  
of m usketry along th e  road  on G eneral H ardee 's  f r o n t .  
W illiam P resto n  D iary , e x t r a c t  f o r  A p ril 6 , 1862, in  
th e  M se e llan eo u s  C o lle c tio n s , Sh iloh  N atio n a l M ilita ry  
P ark . O ther w orks■c i t e  4 :55  A. M. as th e  hour, n o tab ly  
th e  ex trem ely  sc h o la r ly  and d e ta i le d  account of th e  
b a t t l e  by a  p a r t ic ip a n t ,  and l a t e r  Sh iloh  N ational 
I& ll ta ry  Park H is to r ia n , D. W, Heed. Reed, S h ilo h . I 3 . 
B eau regard 's  aide-de-cam p. L ieu ten an t Colonel S. W.
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S e v e ra l  t im e s  G e n e ra l Jo h n s to n  paused  i n  h i s  r i d e  
to  g iv e  o u t f r i e n d l y  a d m o n itio n s  to  th e  s lo w ly  a d v an c in g  
C o n fe d e ra te s . To one o f  h i s  o f f i c e r s ,  an  o ld  a c q u a in ta n c e  
o f  th e  Mormon cam paign days back in  U tah , G e n era l Jo h n s to n  
paused  to  rem a rk , " %  so n , we m ust t h i s  day conquer o r
F e rg u so n , s a id  th e  f i r i n g  began a t  4 :5 5 . 3 . ¥ .  F e rg u so n  to
G en era l B eau reg ard , A p r i l  9 , 1862, M isc e lla n e o u s  C o l le c t io n ,  
S h ilo h  N a tio n a l  M l i t a r y  P a rk . A n o th e r o f  B e a u re g a rd ’ s 
s t a f f ,  îîuma A u g u s tin e , c o n firm ed  t h i s ,  Numa A u g u s tin e  to  
G e n era l B e au re g a rd , A p r i l  10, 1862, L o u is ia n a  H i s t o r i c a l  
A s s o c ia t io n  C o l le c t io n ,  H o w ard -T llto n  M em orial L ib r a r y ,
T ulane U n iv e r s i ty .  L ie u te n a n t  Shumway, F o u r te e n th  I l l i n o i s ,  
s a id  th e  b a t t l e  began when " th e  r e b s  a t t a c k e d  a b o u t 4 A. M. 
Shumway t o  h i s  w ife ,  A p r i l  11 , 1862. Edwin B e a rs s , who 
perfo rm ed  e x te n s iv e  r e s e a r c h  on th e  s u b j e c t ,  m a in ta in s  th e  
sun  r o s e  a t  5 :4 0  A. H. t h a t  m orn ing , c i t i n g  a  l e t t e r  from  
E. S . McGeever, Head R e fe re n c e  S e c tio n  S c ien c e  and T e c h n ic a l 
D iv is io n .  L ib ra ry  o f C o n g ress , O ctober 30 , 1963. Edwin 
B e a rs s , S h ilo h , M isc e lla n e o u s  C o l le c t io n ,  S h ilo h  N a tio n a l  
M i l i t a r y  P a rk . Most o f th e  s o ld ie r s *  a c c o u n ts  o f th e  
a c t i o n  s a id  th e  f i r i n g  began  j u s t  b e fo re  dawn, and t h a t  th e  
sun r o s e  a b o u t th e  tim e  o f th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s k irm is h  
betw een  th e  two m ain b o d ie s  o f  t r o o p s .  T h is  would te n d  to  
le n d  c re d a n c e  to  th e  5 :1 4  v e r s io n .  L ie u te n a n t  C. P. S e a r le  
m en tio n ed  r i s i n g  from  h i s  r a i l  bed j u s t  " a s  soon a s  i t  was 
l i g h t  enough to  s e e , "  and w i th in  m in u te s  he  h e a rd  th e  sound 
o f heavy  g u n f i r e .  S e a r le ,  ” War S k e tch e s  and I n c i d e n t s , "
330, L ie u te n a n t  D ent, R o b e r ts o n ’s B a t te r y ,  C. s .  A ., s a id  
m usket f i r e  began a t  dawn. S. H. D ent t o  h i s  w ife ,  A p r i l  9 , 
1862, S h i lo h -O o r ln th  C o l le c t io n ,  Alabama D epartm ent o f 
A rc h iv e s  and H is to r y .  P r iv a te  B a ile y , T w e lf th  M ich igan , s a id  
th e  re c o n n a is s a n c e  p a r ty  " rea ch e d  th e  r e b e l s  camp j u s t  b e ­
f o r e  day l i g h t ,  th e y  w ere o u t to  m eet u s ,  and  began to  f i r e  
in to  u s . "  F r a n k l in  H. B a ile y  to  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  A p r i l  8 , 1862, 
P r iv a te  L u c iu s B a rb e r , F i f t e e n th  I l l i n o i s ,  s a id  p ic k e t  
f i r i n g  began  a t  dawn. B a rb e r , Army M em oirs. 51 » Theodore 
M a n d e v ille , C re sc e n t R egim ent, s a id  th e  b a t t l e  began a b o u t 
5 :3 0 . T heodore M a n d ev ille  to  Jo se p h in e  R o z e t, A p r i l  9 , 1862, 
L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  A rc h iv e s .
10
Jo h n s to n , L if e  o f  Gen. A lb e r t  S idney J o h n s to n , 585.
^W illiam  P re s to n ,  Memoranda, D eath  o f  A, S. Jo h n ­
s to n ,  M rs. Mason B a r re t  P a p e rs .
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p e r i s h . "  P e rh ap s  th e  g e n e r a l 's  m ind w andered  f o r  a  
seco n d  or tw o , d w e llin g  on th e  b e a u ty  of th e  e a r l y  Sunday 
m o rn in g , w ith  th e  t r e e s  b e g in n in g  to  bud and th e  f a i n t  
d e l i c a t e  f r a g r a n c e  o f th e  p each  b lo ssom s w a f t in g  a c r o s s  
th e  f i e l d .
L o ca ted  on th e  l e f t  s id e  o f th e  C o r in th - P i t t s b u r g  
Hoad, G e n e ra l S t e r l i n g  W ood's T h ird  B rig ad e  moved fo rw a rd  
i n  o b e d ie n c e  t o  th e  o rd e r  t o  a t t a c k .  G e n e ra l Wood s e n t  
C a p ta in  W illiam  G la re  t o  t e l l  } Ia jo r H a rd c a s t le  t o  h o ld  h i s  
p o s i t i o n  a lo n g  th e  ro a d  u n t i l  th e  b r ig a d e  c o u ld  move up  i n  
s u p p o r t .  I t  was a ro u n d  6 :3 0  A. M. b e fo re  th e  b r ig a d e  
re a c h e d  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f th e  f i r s t  b ig  s k i r m is h .
The muddy and e x c i te d  M is s i s s ip p ia n s  w ere o rd e re d  
back  i n t o  l i n e ,  and th e  E ig h th  A rk an sas I n f a n t r y  and N in th  
A rk an sas  I n f a n t r y  B a t t a l i o n  w ere o rd e re d  fo rw a rd  t o  ta k e  
th e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n s ' p la c e  a s  s k i r m is h e r s .  H is new d i s ­
p o s i t i o n s  c o m p le te d . G e n e ra l Wood a g a in  o rd e re d  h i s
b r ig a d e  t o  ad v an ce , a s  C o lo n e l H. G. S h av e r, a c t in g  com-
13
c a n d e r  of th e  F i r s t  B r ig a d e , moved up on h i s  r i g h t .
12
Johnston , L ife  of Gen. A lb ert Sidney Johnston ,
5 8 4 .------------------------------------------------------------------------ -------------------
13
0 . R, X, p a r t  1 , 591 , 5 7 3 . In. th e  C o n fe d e ra te  
o rd e r  o f  b a t t l e ,  H ardee had  command o f th e  T h ird  C orps, 
c o n s i s t in g  o f t h e . F i r s t  B r ig a d e , G e n e ra l T . .C . Hindman; 
Second B rig a d e , G e n e ra l P . H. C leb u rn e ; T h ird  B rig a d e , 
G e n e r a l .8 . A. M. Wood. To c o v e r  th e  i n t e r v a l  betw een  
h i s  r i g h t  and L ic k  C reek , G e n e ra l Jo h n s to n  a s s ig n e d  H ardee 
G e n e ra l A. H. G la d d e n 's  F i r s t  B rig ad e  o f W ith e r s '
Second D iv is io n ,  Second Army C o rp s. _0. H ., X, p a r t  1 ,
5 3 2 . Sometime im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  t h e ~ b a t t l e .  G e n e ra l
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P ic k e ts  o f  th e  S ix te e n th  W isco n sin  w atched  a s  M ajor
P o w e ll’s  p re-daw n p a t r o l  p a sse d  t h e i r  p o s t .  J u s t  a f te r -
dawn sounds o f  g u n f i r e  c au se d  th e  o f f i c e r  o f th e  day to
d i r e c t  th e  p ic k e ts  to  f a l l  hack  on th e  r e s e r v e s .  W ith in
m in u te s  Company A was c o m p le te ly  a ssem b led  and on th e  ro a d
14
to w a rd  th e  sound o f  f i r i n g .
A t d i v i s io n a l  h e a d q u a r te r s  r e p o r t s  o f th e  f i r i n g  
c au se d  G en era l P r e n t i s s  t o  o rd e r  th e  d i v i s io n  to  s ta n d  b y .
A l i t t l e  a f t e r  6 o ’c lo c k ,  a  c o u r i e r  re a c h e d  P r e n t i s s ’ 
commandpost w ith  word o f  P o w e ll’ s r e p u l s e .  The S ix th  
D iv i s io n ’ s commander im m e d ia te ly  o rd e re d  C o lo n e l Peabody to  
r e i n f o r c e  th e  b e le a g u re d  P o w e ll. W ith in  m in u te s  C o lo n e l 
D avid Moore was moving fo rw a rd  w ith  f i v e  com panies o f  th e  
T w e n ty - f i r s t  M is s o u r i ,  The M is s o u r ia n s  d o u b le -q u ic k e d  i t  
up th e  ro a d , b a y o n e ts  and c a r t r id g e  boxes w i ld ly  r a t t l i n g .
Spying th e  lo n e  W isco n sin  company. C o lo n el Moore 
t o l d  them , " You can  f a l l  i n  on th e  r i g h t  o r on th e  l e f t  
o f  my r e g im e n t ,"  and th e  B adger S t a t e ’s  company commander. 
C a p ta in  Edward Saxe, p u l l i n g  o f f  h i s  u n ifo rm  c o a t  and
H ardee d e c id e d  to  b re a k  up  h i s  c o rp s  i n t o  two tem p o ra ry  
d i v i s i o n s .  He would c o n tin u e  o v e r a l l  c o rp s  command, b u t 
e x e r c i s e  d i r e c t  t a c t i c a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r o n ly  G en era l A .B . 
G la d d e n 's  and G en era l P a t  C le b u rn e ’s B r ig a d e s . G e n e ra l 
Hindman was g iv e n  c h a rg e  o f h i s  own b r ig a d e ,  now l e d  by 
C o lo n e l S haver, and t h a t  o f  G e n era l Wood, b u t he does n o t  
a p p e a r  t o  have g iv e n  any o rd e r s  to  th e  l a t t e r  u n i t .
T^^ones, " The B a tt le  of S h ilo h ,"  55-57.
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th ro w in g  i t  on th e  g round  i n  th e  mud, y e l l e d ,  " Boys, we
w i l l  f a l l  i n  on th e  r i g h t ;  we w i l l  head  them o u t ." ^ ^
N ear th e  Seay c o t to n  f i e l d  C o lo n e l Moore r a n  i n to
M ajor P o w ell and  th e  rem n an ts  o f  h i s  f o r c e ,  in c lu d in g  a
g o o d ly  number o f  wounded, and  th e  c o lo n e l  c a s t i g a t e d
P o w e ll ' s  men a s  cow ards f o r  r e t r e a t i n g .  M ajor P ow ell and
h i s  s o l d i e r s  a t te m p te d  t e  v i r n  th e  g a l l a n t  b u t  somewhat
o v e r ly  e n t h u s i a s t i c  c o lo n e l  t o  be c a u t io u s ,  b u t  w i th  
16
l im i te d  e f f e c t .  O rd e rin g  th o s e  o f  P o w e ll’ s g ro u p  who were
n o t  a c t u a l l y  c a r r y in g  wounded to  j o in  up  w i th  h i s  command,
C o lo n e l M oore, w i th  h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b i t s  and p ie c e s  o f
r e g im e n ts ,  soon  moved fo rw a rd  in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f th e
a d v an c in g  C o n fe d e ra te s . He d id  ta k e  th e  p r e c a u t io n  o f
se n d in g  l i e u t e n a n t  Henry Menn to  t e l l  l i e u t e n a n t  C o lo n el
Humphrey Woodyard t o  b r in g  up th e  re m a in in g  f i v e  com panies
17o f th e  re g im e n t and j o in  him on th e  ro a d .
A cco rd in g  to  G e n e ra l B enjam in P r e n t i s s ,  C o lo n e l 
Moore s e n t  him a  c o u r i e r ,  s a y in g  he had  fo u n d  J o h n s to n ’ s 
arm y, and a s k e d , ” I f  you w i l l  send  th e  b a la n c e  o f  my
l ^ i b l d . :  0 . R .,  X, p a r t  1 , 278, 2 8 2 , 285; W illiam  
T. Shaw, ” The B a t t l e  o f  S h i l o h ,” War S k e tc h e s  and Ine&- 
d e n ts  As R e la te d  By C o m p a n io n s  o f  th e  Iowa Commandery; 
M i l i t a r y  O rder o f  The l o y a l  l e g io n  o f  The U n ite d  S t a t e s .
I ,  ( l e s  M oines; l 5 9 3 ) ^  l8 '9 .
^ ^R u ff, ” C iv i l  War E x p e rie n c e s  o f  A German E m ig ra n t ,"
296 .
’ ’̂ 0 .  E . ,  X , 1 ,  2 8 3 .
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re g im e n t to  me, by th u n d e r ,  I  v i l l  l i c k  th e m .”
As so o n  a s  W oodyard, w i th  G e n e ra l P r e n t i s s ’ p e r ­
m is s io n , a r r i v e d  w ith  th e  f i v e  a d d i t i o n a l  co m p an ies , C o lonel 
Moore a g a in  moved fo rw a rd , b u t  b e fo re  he had gone even  a 
q u a r t e r  o f a  m ile  he fo u n d  J o h n s to n 's  arm y, o r  a t  l e a s t  
th e  advance e le m e n ts  o f  i t .
Moving i n  colum ns o f  f o u r ' s ,  M o o re 's  B lu e c o a ts  
re a c h e d  th e  n o r th w e s t  c o rn e r  o f  th e  Seay F i e l d ,  when 
su d d e n ly  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  p o u red  a  heavy f i r e  i n to  them . 
C a p ta in  Saxe and  s e v e r a l  o th e r s  w ere k i l l e d  i n  th e  f i r s t  
v o l l e y ,  w h ile  M oore 's  r i g h t  l e g  was s h a t t e r e d  by a  m usket 
b a l l ,  and  he was fo rc e d  to  le a v e  th e  f i e l d .  Woodyard 
assum ed command and d e p lo y ed  h i s  men in  l i n e  o f  b a t t l e  
a c ro s s  th e  brow o f  a  s l i g h t  r i s e  i n  th e  g ro u n d  i n  th e  c o t to n  
f i e l d ,  f a c in g  w e s t a g a i n s t  th e  f a s t  s h o o tin g  S o u th e rn e r s .^ ^
18B enjam in P r e n t i s s ,  ” S eu n io n  o f F e d e ra l  V e te ra n s  
a t  S h i lo h ,"  C o n fe d e ra te  V e te ra n . I l l  ( F e b ru a ry , 1 8 95 ), 104,
^^0 . R .,  X, p a r t  1 , 282 , 283, 285; J o n e s ,  " The 
•B attle  o f  S h i lo h ,"  56 , 57; Shaw, " The B a t t l e  o f  S h i l o h ,” 
189 . D o c to rs  W. H, G ibbon and  S . B. D avis a m p u ta te d  
M oore 's  le g  l a t e  Sunday e v e n in g  on board  th e  s te a m e r  
M innehaha.  B e lknap , 1 5 th  R egim ent Iowa, 111. P ro b ab ly  th e  
f i r s t  S o u th e rn e rs  t o  open f i r e  on Moore b e lo n g e d  to  th e  
S e v e n th  A rk a n sa s , S h a v e r 's  B r ig a d e . W ood's s k i rm is h  l i n e  
a l s o  q u ic k ly  became in v o lv e d  i n  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  so  th e  F é d é ra is  
w ere p ro b a b ly  f a c in g  tw e n ty - f iv e  o r  more co m p an ies . In  
h i s  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  Moore c la im e d  b e in g  a t t a c k e d  by G en era l 
N a th a n ie l  R u g g le s , b u t t h a t  o f f i c e r  was i n  B ra g g 's  C orps. 
Moore a c t u a l l y  r a n  i n to  H a rd e e 's  T h ird  C orps. See Thomas 
J .  B ry a n t, Who i s  R e sp o n s ib le  f o r  th e  Advance o f  th e  Army 
o f  th e  T ennessee  Towards C o r in th ? TK" p . ; iSSsTT 35»
Samuel M. Howard, I l l u s t r a t e d  Com prehensive H is to ry  o f  th e  
G re a t B a t t l e  o f  S h i lo h .C K ansas C ity :  c .  1921 ) ,  6 3 .
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Por perhaps an hour Woodyard engaged in  a sharp  f i r e
f ig h t .  D iscovering  th e  C onfederates were try in g  to  tu rn
h is  r ig h t  f la n k ; he p u lled  h is  men back in to  th e  woods
n o rth  of th e  co tto n  f i e l d .  The p ressu re  was heavy, bu t
help  was on th e  way, f o r  th re e  companies of th e  S ix tee n th
W isconsin, A, 0, and D, were on th e  way up. Somehow
C aptain Pox, Company B, d iscovered  the  se rio u sn ess  of the
s i tu a t io n ,  and went dashing in to  th e  camp a re a  sh ou ting ,
20” Company A i s  f ig h t in g ,  and we must go and h e lp  them ."
The com pany  commanders soon re p o rte d  to  Woodyard, who
d ire c te d  them to  take a  new p o s it io n  e a s t  of th e  f i e l d ,
then  g ra d u a lly  r e t i r i n g  on i t  w ith  the r e s t  of h is  gen.
The new p o s i t io n  was on a s l ig h t  r i s e  in  the ground, which
gave th e  P ed era ls  a l i t t l e  p ro te c tio n  from enemy g u n f ire .
W ithin m inu tes, however, th e  N ortherners were fo rced  to
21avoid being ou tflanked .
In  th e  b rigade a re a  th e  rem ainder of th e  Twelfth 
Michigan and T w en ty -fifth  M issouri were f u l ly  equipped 
and drawn up in  fo rm ation , ready to  advance. More 
wounded were coming in to  th e  a re a  as G eneral P re n tis s  
came r id in g  up to  Colonel Peabody, sharp ly  re in e d  h is  
h o rse , and w ith  deep emotion exclaim ed, " Colonel Peabody,
I  w i l l  ho ld  you p e rso n a lly  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  b rin g in g  on
20^
Ib id . , 54, 55; 0. R ,, x, p a r t  1, 284i
V anes, "The B a ttle  of S h ilo h ,"  54. 
21
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t h i s  engagem ent,” to  which., w ith  severe d ig n ity  and i l l
concealed contem pt, Colonel Peabody answered, " I  am
22p erso n a lly  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  a l l  my o f f i c i a l  a c t s . ”
The b rigade  was im m ediately deployed ju s t  sou th  of 
the  Rhea F ie ld . The tro o p e rs  could hear g u n f ire  from th e  
woods in  f r o n t  and soon could observe b luecoated  men 
slow ly moving toward them, f i r i n g  as they r e t r e a te d .  I t  
was Colonel woodyard and h is  men making a  f ig h t in g  r e t r e a t  
on the b rig ad e . Peabody and th e  o th e r o f f ic e r s  soon had 
the new a r r iv a l s  unscram bled and arranged in  th e  l in e  of 
b a t t l e .
A l i t t l e  a f t e r  7 :30 , sharp  sk irm ish ing  broke out, 
follow ed by a s e r ie s  of r a th e r  d iso rg an ized  charges, de­
l iv e re d  by th e  men of Wood's and S haver 's  B rigades.
Although th e  f i r i n g  was ra p id ly  p ick ing  up, only Colonel 
Peabody's Brigade was under heavy a t ta c k  so f a r .  Was 
th i s  simply a  C onfederate reconna issance  in  fo rc e —an 
attem pt to  f e e l  out th e  s tr e n g th  and p o s it io n  of th e  Union 
arm y--or was i t  an a l l  out a t ta c k ?  At th i s  e a r ly  hour, who 
could say?
^ % o rto n , " A Boy a t  S h ilo h , ” 60. A s l ig h t ly  
d i f f e r e n t  v e rs io n  has i t  th a t  G eneral P re n tis s  asked 
Colonel Peabody, ” What do you mean by b rin g in g  on an 
engagement, when you know we a re  no t read y ?” to  which 
Peabody r e p l ie d ,  " I  d id  no t b rin g  i t  on. I t  i s  coming 
w ithou t my a s s i s t a n c e .” Campaigns In  Kentucky and Tennes­
se e . 59.
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There i s  no reco rd  th a t  Colonel Peabody's men 
picked up any p r iso n e rs  in  th ese  e a r ly  a c tio n s , and the  
men's, view of th e  b a t t le  was sim ply th a t  of the enemy in  
th e  f ro n t .  I t  i s  d o u b tfu l i f  Peabody re a l iz e d  what he 
had. accom plished, f o r  s h o r tly  he would l i e  dead on the 
f i e l d .  But by h is  a c tio n  In  sending X ajor P o w ell's  
pre-dawn p a t ro l  and by subsequently  b rin g in g  on th e  en­
gagement w ith  G eneral Hindman's command, he deprived the 
South of complete t a c t i c a l  s u rp r is e  and gave thousands of 
Union s o ld ie r s  p rec io u s m inutes to  grab up th e i r  r i f l e s  and 
assem ble w ith  t h e i r  reg im en ts .
Where was th e  Union arm y's commander, the  man whose 
job i t  was to  ev a lu a te  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  of Colonel Pea­
b ody 's ac tio n ?  " Sam " G rant was on th e  way, stepp ing  
ashore a t  P i t ts b u rg  Landing a l i t t l e  a f t e r  Peabody's 
e n t i r e  b rigade  was committed. H is ank le  was s t i l l  p a in ­
f u l ly  sw ollen , and th e  g en e ra l probably  spent a r e s t l e s s  
n ig h t u p s ta i r s  in  h is  o rnate  but com fortable bed a t  the  
W illiam Cherry House in  Savannah. A l i t t l e  a f t e r  down 
G eneral Grant hobbled dow nstairs on h is  cru tches to  f in d  
h is  t r u s te d  a id e , Raw lins, had a lre ad y  c o lle c te d  and 
opened th e  d a y 's  m a il. Awakened b efo re  dawn by an 
o rd e r ly , Rawlins had a lso  s ta r te d  th e  c lo s in g  of head­
q u a r te rs  a t  th e  house in  p re p a ra tio n  f o r  the  move to  
P it ts b u rg  Landing as soon as G eneral B uell a r r iv e d .
G rant took th e  l e t t e r s  which d e a lt  w ith  ro u tin e  m a tte rs , 
and began browsing through them, aw a itin g  word th a t
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b re a k fa s t vas ready .
General John Cook, ju s t  back from le a v e , wandered
in  to  have b re a k fa s t and began c h a tt in g  w ith  G eneral
G rant. About 6 o 'c lo c k , an o rd e rly  announced th a t
b re a k fa s t vas read y , and soon the  d in in g  room crack led
v i th  th e  sounds of hungry o f f ic e r s  e a tin g . Then ano ther
o rd e r ly . P riv a te  Edward N. Trembly, came in  and rep o rted
23th e re  was f i r i n g  up th e  r i v e r .  Coffee cups and fo rk s
were qu ick ly  pushed back on th e  ta b le  as G rant q u ie tly  
spoke, " Gent 
l e t ’ s be o f f , ”
. ” tlem en," he s a id , " The b a l l  i s  in  m otion, 
,24
23 0, R ,, X, p a r t  1, 184; Edward Bouton, Events 
of th e  C iv il War, ( Los A ngeles: 2J, d , ) ,  15, 16; Los 
Angeles Times, A p ril 6 , 1912,
2 4 C atton , G rant Moves South . 223. In h is  re p o r t  
of th e  a c tio n , w r i t te n  tw elve months a f t e r  the  ev en t. 
G ran t’ s a s s i s t a n t  a d ju ta n t g e n e ra l, John Raw lins, says 
Trembly rep o rted  hearin g  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  Bruce C atton 
a ls o  says Grant and h is  s t a f f  o f f ic e r s ,  sea ted  a t  th e  
b re a k fa s t  ta b le ,  heard  sounds of cannon f i r i n g  even 
befo re  Trembly came in ;  y e t th e  tim e could no t have been 
more than  6:30 A, M,, i f  th a t  l a t e .  The only f ig h t in g  
so f a r ,  n ea r P itts b u rg  Landing, was between com paratively  
sm all bodies of men armed v i th  m uskets. The evidence is  
th a t  no f i e l d  b a t te ry  on e i th e r  s id e  g o t in to  a c tio n  
befo re  around 7:15  A, M,, o r 7 :30 , J u s t  what d id  Trembly 
and th e  o th e rs  h ea r?—presumably only musket f i r e ,  which 
th e  wind c a rr ie d  th e  n ine  m iles to  Savannah, and th e i r  
im ag ina tion  or memories changed in to  cannon f i r e .  Colonel 
W illiam P resto n , on A lb ert Sidney Jo h n s to n 's  s t a f f ,  sa id  
th e re  was heavy f i r i n g  on H ardee 's l e f t  a t  7 :10 A, M., 
and a d d i t io n a l  cannon f i r e  in  woods to  th e  n o r th e a s t of 
r r a l e y 's  F ie ld  a t  7 :1 5 .(  E x tra c t from Colonel W illiam 
P re s to n 's  D iary, A p ril 6, 1862, in  M iscellaneous c o l le c ­
t io n s  a t  Shiloh  R a tio n a l M ilita ry  P a rk .) C aptain W.
Irv in g  Hodgson, F i f th  Company, Washington A r t i l l e r y ,  
re p o r te d  h is  b a t te ry  opened f i r e  a t  7 :1 0 , 0, R . , Ï ,  p a r t  1,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
220
Gener-àl Grant w rote two d isp a tc h e s , one to  General. 
B u e ll, and th e  o ther to  G eneral Neslon, bo th  of whom 
were b re a k fa s tin g  a t  th e  l a t t e r * s  h ea d q u a rte rs , where 
they heard  th e  opening sounds of th e  b a t t l e .  To B uell 
Grant w ro te:
Heavy f i r i n g  i s  heard  up th e  r i v e r ,  in d ic a t ­
ing  p la in ly  th a t  an  a t ta c k  has been made upon our 
most advanced p o s i t io n s .  . . .  This n e c e s s i ta te s ,  
my jo in in g  th e  fo rc e s  up th e  r iv e r  in s te a d  of 
m eeting to -d ay , as  I had contem plated . I  have 
d ire c te d  G eneral Neslon to  move to  th e  r iv e r  w ith  pc 
h is  d iv is io n . He can march to  o p p o site  P it ts b u rg ,
The re fe re n c e  to  G eneral Helson r e f e r r e d  to  the
second n o te , which G rant d ic ta te d  to  Rawlins ju s t  before
leav in g  th e  Cherry House. I t  inform ed lïe lson  th a t  " An
a t ta c k  having been made on our fo rc e s , you w i l l  move your
e n t i r e  command to  th e  r i v e r  o pposite  P i t ts b u rg . You van
513* L ie u ten an t Colonel S. W. Ferguson aide-de-cam p to  
General B eauregard, re p o r te d  h ea rin g  th e  f i r s t  cannon 
sh o t of th e  day a t  7:09 A. M, S, W, Ferguson to  General 
Beauregard, A p ril 9, 1862, in  M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n s , 
Shiloh  N atio n a l M ili ta ry  Park . These tra in e d  observers 
a re  in  e r r o r ,  or th e re  was cannon f i r i n g  from th e  g en e ra l 
d ir e c t io n  of G eneral Sherman’s camp. Perhaps some of 
Sherman’s cannon were being  f i r e d  f o r  purposes of s ig n a l­
in g , or perhaps in  the  Third Brigade to  alarm  th e  men. 
C aptain  Samuel B a r r e t t ,  of G eneral Sherman’s B a tte ry  B, 
F i r s t  I l l i n o i s ,  sa id  th a t  he went in to  a c tio n  about 
7 :40  A, M. 0,  R ,, X, p a r t  1, 276, His o th e r two 
b a t te r ie s  d id  no t g ive a  d e f in i t e  tim e , b u t i t  would no t 
be before 7 :30  A, M,, and n e a re r  8 o?clock . This 
s i tu a t io n  p a r t i a l l y  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  of 
ass ig n in g  d e f in i t e  tim es to  d e f in i t e  a c t io n s ,  even w ith  
r e l i a b le  w itn e sse s .
^^0, R ,, L II , p a r t  1, 232.
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obtain a guide easily in the Tillage.
The two n o te s  f in is h e d ,  G rant q u ick ly  limped
aboard th e  w a itin g  h ead q u arte r steam er T ig ress  and headed
f o r  th e  f r o n t .  I r o n ic a l ly ,  even as the T ig ress p u lle d
away from th e  Savannah lan d in g  , B uell was w alking toward
th e  Cherry House w ith  h is  c h ie f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel James
B, jPry. Probably due to  a la p se  in  s t a f f  work, G rant was
n o t inform ed of B u e l l 's  a r r i v a l  a t  N elson’s h ead q u arte rs
th e  n ig h t b e fo re ; th u s  i t  would be many hours befo re  th e
n o te  would reach  th e  g e n e ra l, who would be b u s ily  c h a s in g s
27around try in g  to  f in d  G rant.
The m issin g  G rant, b u s ily  steam ing toward th e  
ra p id ly  in c re a s in g  sounds of g u n f ire ,  d ire c te d  th e  steam er’s 
c a p ta in  to  p u l l  in  a t  Crump’s Landing n e z t to  th e  head­
q u a r te r 's  b ea t of h is  Third D iv is io n ’s commander G eneral 
Lew W allace. W allace was on deck w aitin g  when th e  T ig ress 
p u lle d  a lo n g s id e , and G rant sim ply leaned over the r a i l i n g  
and shouted a c ro s s . His o rd ers  were to  ho ld  th e  d iv is io n
Ib id . . p a r t  2 , 95. The re fe re n c e  to  f in d in g  a 
guide probably  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  s tro n g  U n io n is t sen tim en t 
in  Savannah. A number of Savannah c i t iz e n s  e n l i s te d  in  
th e  F o r ty - s ix th  Ohio In fa n try  when i t  was s ta t io n e d  a t  
Savannah in  March. T. J .  L indsey, Ohio At S h ilo h .
{ C in c in n a ti : 1903), 18. For evidences o f U n ion ist 
sym pathies in  Savannah and H ardin County, see Lera D urbin, 
F ive Years o f War, M anuscript H isto ry  of H ardin County, 
M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n s , S h ilo h  N ational M il i ta ry  Park; 
Adolph Engelmann to  h is  w ife , Mina, March 12, 1862, Adolph 
Bngelmann P apers.
^'^ B a ttle s  and L eaders. I ,  492.
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in  in s t a n t  re a d in e ss  to  move and to  send p a tro ls  ou t to  
a s c e r ta in  i f  Johnston was a ls o  moving on Crump's Land­
ing.^®
I t  was a com paratively sim ple o rd e r, bu t somehow 
in  th e  nex t few hours th in g s  would go wrong, and Wallace 
would f in d  h im se lf w ith  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  of sav ing  th e  day 
and becoming one of th e  n a t io n 's  g re a t  heroes; but th in g s  
would n o t b reak  r ig h t ,  and he would end up spending f o r ty -  
th re e  y ea rs  defending  h is  a c tio n s  a t  S h ilo h .
A few thousand yards f a r th e r  G ra n t 's  steam er 
reached  th e  Landing, w ith  an a d d i t io n a l  passenger on board, 
war co rresponden t Whitelaw R eid , who q u ie t ly  s lip p e d  onto 
th e  steam er w h ile  i t  was t i e d  up a t  Crump's Landing.
G rant and h is  a id e s  climbed a sh o re , w hile o rd e r l ie s  p re­
pared  th e i r  m ounts, unmindful o f th e  presence of Reid,
For y ea rs  G eneral Grant probably  r e g re t te d  th a t  none of h is
29
s t a f f  to ssed  th e  pushy r e p o r te r  in to  th e  Tennessee R iver.
The tim e was around 8 o 'c lo c k , or a l i t t l e  a f t e r ,  
and th e  Landing was s t i l l  a  com paratively  serene sp o t.
Some s tr a g g le r s  were beginning to  come in  w ith  t h e i r  t a l e s  
of d i s a s te r ,  but fo r  th e  most p a r t ,  th e  men s tan d in g  n ea r
R ., X, p a r t  1, 184; W allace, An A utobiography.
I ,  461.
^% oyal C o rtis so z , The L if e , of Whitelaw R eid .
I ,  ( Eew York: 1921), 85; W allace, An A utobiography. I ,  
462.
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th e  Landing were on guard duty or were members of reg im en ts 
w a itin g  f o r  o rd ers  to  move up. I t  ivas w ith  th e  l a t t e r  th a t  
G ran t began e x e rc is in g  h is  command. He ordered  th e  Twenty- 
t h i r d  M issouri to  proceed to  P r e n t i s s ’ h ead q u arte rs  and 
form up w ith  th e  S ix th  D iv is io n . The re g im e n t's  c o lo n e l, 
Jacob T in d a ll, im m ediately moved o u t, unknowingly going
30
forw ard  to  meet d ea th  a mere th re e  thousand yards away,
A l i t t l e  f u r th e r  up th e  b lu f f .  G rant found Colonel
James T. Reid and h is  F if te e n th  lovja. G rant im m ediately
to ld  Reid to  draw ammunition, to  form a c ro ss  th e  Landing
ro a d , to  h a l t  a l l  s t r a g g le r s ,  and to  s tan d  by f o r  f u r th e r
o rd e rs . Colonel Reid looked v e ry  confused , as  i f  n o t
c e r t a in  w ith  whom he was ta lk in g .  R e a liz in g  t h i s ,  G rant
rem arked, "I am G eneral G ra n t ." Reid in s t a n t ly  caught on,
and jo in in g  up w ith  th e  S ix tee n th  Iowa, a ls o  s tan d in g  by
aw a itin g  o rd e rs , he c a r r ie d  out h is  new g e n e ra l 's  in -  
31
s t r u c t io n s .
Most of G ra n t 's  s t a f f  o f f ic e r s  q u ick ly  fanned out 
from th e  Landing w ith  o rd e rs - to  su b o rd in a te  commanders, 
w hile  o th e rs  were pu t to  work hand ling  supply problem s.
30
0. R. X, p a r t  1 , 27S.
31“'
Belknap, 1 5 th  Iowa. 289, 290; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1 ,278 , 
286- 288. Colonel Reid a r r iv e d  w ith  h i s  reg im ent from Benton 
B arracks e a r ly  th a t  morning and knew G rant only by re n u ta tio n , 
I b id . . 288.
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One of G ra n t 's  v o lu n te e r  a id e s , G. G. P rid e , took  charge
of tra n s p o r tin g  ammunition from th e  Landing to  th e  f ig h t in g  
52
u n i t s .
G rant then  moved in la n d  to  t r y  and f in d  out ju s t  
what th e  s i tu a t io n  was. H alf a m ile  from th e  r i v e r  he ra n  
in to  G eneral "W. H, L. W allace, and le a rn e d  th a t  t h i s  was 
no mere is o la te d  a t ta c k ,  b u t a  f u l l  sc a le  onslaugh t from
most or a l l  o f th e  Southern army. G rant in s ta n t ly  decided
th a t  the  main f ig h t  would be a t  S h iloh  and n o t a t  Crump's
Landing, and th a t  th e  two w idely  sep a ra te d  segments of h is
army must be u n if ie d  as q u ick ly  as p o s s ib le .
G ra n t 's  most t r u s te d  o f f ic e r  and f r ie n d ,  John
Eaw lins, was to ld  to  r e tu r n  to  th e  T ig ress  and lo c a te  th e
g e n e ra l 's  d i s t r i c t  q u a rte rm aste r  o f f i c e r .  C aptain  A. S.
B a z te r, Eawlins headed f o r  th e  r i v e r ,  and soon found th e
q u a rte rm aste r  o f f i c e r  a t  th e  Landing, whereupon he gave
him G ra n t 's  o ra l  message. A fra id  th a t  he m ight confuse
p a r t  of i t ,  C aptain  B axter had Eawlins w r i te  i t  c u t.
W ithin m inutes th e  T ig ress was headed f o r  Crump's Landing
w ith  C aptain  B axter aboard , and Eawlins s ta r t e d  f o r  th e
33f r o n t  to  lo c a te  G rant,
According to  G eneral Lew W allace i t  was " ex ac tly  
11:30 " when th e  T ig ress a r r iv e d  a t  Crump's, and he was
32 M. P, Force, From F o rt Henry to  C o rin th , ( Hew 
York: W .d,) , 131.
^^0. S .,  X, p a r t  1, 185.
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handed an unsigned message, p u rp o rtin g  to  be from G rant.
W allace sa id  th a t  h is  a d ju ta n t ,  F red erick  K h efle r , p laced
th e  o rd er in  h is  sword b e l t ,  and l a t e r  l o s t  i t .  In h is
au tob iography , W allace m ain ta ined  th a t  G rant ordered him
to  l in k  up w ith  th e  r ig h t  of th e  army, to  form a  l in e  of
b a t t l e ,  and to  be " governed by c irc u m s ta n c e s ," In  h is
r e p o r t  o f a  y ea r l a t e r ,  Eaw lins claim ed th a t  th e  o rd er
d ir e c te d  Lew W allace to  move to  P itts b u rg  Landing by the
r iv e r  road , to  form h is  d iv is io n  in  th e  r e a r  of th e  camp
of th e  o th e r  W allace, W. H. L . , and aw ait in s t ru c t io n s  
35from G ran t.
I t  was f in e  and good th a t  Lew W allace would soon be 
a r r iv in g  to  h e lp , or so G rant thought back a t  th e  b a t t l e ­
f i e l d ;  bu t in  th e  meantime th e re  were o th e r  pow erful 
re in fo rcem en ts  c lo se  a t  hand. To B uell, whose w hereabouts
^^W allace, i n  A utobiography. I , 465.
350. E , , Z, p a r t  1, I 85 . This whole co n troversy  
i s  d iscu ssed  f u l ly  in  B a tt le s  and L eaders. I ,  607-610, 
R aw lins’ v e rs io n  of th e  o rd e r has th e  p r a c t i c a l  m e rit of 
good sen se . I t  i s  what G rant should have o rd ered , but 
in  tr a n s m itt in g  v e rb a l o rd ers  onto paper, m is tak es can 
happen; and in  t h i s  case th e  m istake may have been caused 
by B ax ter, who claim ed he p e rso n a lly  w rote th e  o rder out 
w hile Rawlins d ic ta te d .  I b id . , 607. I t  i s  p o ss ib le  
W allace simply g o t confused. His only p re -C iv i l  War 
se rv ic e  had been as  a f i r s t  l ie u te n a n t  in  th e  Mexican 
War, and a lth o u g h  he behaved commendably a t  F o rt Donelson, 
he rem ained b a s ic a l ly  an am ateur s o ld ie r ,  a  c i v i l i a n  
g e n e ra l. Whatever th e  t r u th  in  th e  m a tte r . G rant ev en t­
u a lly  re c o n c ile d  h im se lf to  W allace’s ta r d in e s s .  G rant, 
Memoirs. 182, 183.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
226
were s t i l l  u n c e r ta in , G rant addressed  a new m essage, saying
the army iras under ■'Very sp ir ited "  a ttack , and th a t the
"appearance of f r e s h  tro o p s  on th e  f i e l d  now- would have a
po iferfu l e f f e c t ,  both  by in s p ir in g  our men and d ish e a r te n in g
th e  enemy." G rant suggested  th a t  B uell leave  a l l  of h is
baggage on th e  e a s t  s id e  of th e  r i v e r ,  ad m ittin g  th a t  h is
speedy a r r iv a l  m ight "save th e  day f o r  u s ,"  The g en e ra l
d id  n o t make th e  m istake of u n d eres tim a tin g  th e  Confederate
army, t e l l i n g  B uell t h e i r  fo rc e  was over one hundred
36
thousand s tro n g .
Uelson ifas th e  nex t r e c ip ie n t  of an o rd e r . The g ia n t
K entuckian tras to ld  to  "hurry up your command a s  f a s t  as
p o s s ib le . The boats w i l l  be in  re a d in e ss  to  t r a n s p o r t  . . .
your command a c ro ss  th e  r i v e r .  A ll looks -well, but i t  i s
37
n ecessary  fo r  you to  push forw ard a s  f a s t  a s  p o s s ib le ."
"What though ts ra n  th rough  G eneral G ra n t 's  mind th i s  
e a r ly  in  the  morning w ith  th e  s i t u a t io n  in  a s t a t e  of f lu x ?  
Did he worry about how badly s c a t te re d  h is  f iv e  d iv is io n s  
were, and i f  th e re  were s t i l l  tim e to  p u ll  them to g e th e r  
in to  some s o r t  of s ta b le  b a t t le  l in e ?  Did he adm it w ith in  
h i s  own mind th a t  he and h is  e n t i r e  army were ta k e n  by 
s u rp r is e  and badly o ff  ba lance . Por t h i s  e a r ly  m orn ing 's
B a ttle s  and L eaders. I ,  4-92.
57
0, R ., X, p a r t  1 , 95 , 96 .
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work was c le a r ly  unexpected.
G eneral G ra n t 's  ambiguous a t t i t u d e  on th e  su b je c t 
of su rp r is e  was c le a r ly  rev ea led  in  a l e t t e r  t h a t  he 
w ro te , which appeared in  th e  Now York H erald l e s s  than  
fo u r  weeks l a t e r .  A fte r  c r i t i c i z in g  some of h is  o f f ic e r s  
f o r  cow ardice. Grant proclaim ed, " As to  th e  t a l k  about a 
su rp r is e  h e re , no th ing  could be more f a l s e .  I f  th e  enemy 
had se n t word when and how th ey  would a t ta c k  we could no t 
have been b e t te r  p rep ared ."  Yet, a few sen tences l a t e r ,  
G rant cand id ly  announced th a t  he " d id  n o t b e l ie v e , 
however, th a t  th ey  in tended  to  make a determ ined a t ta c k ,  
bu t were sim ply making reconna issance  in  fo rc e .
G ra n t 's  deeply  c lo se  f r ie n d ,  ¥ . T. Sherman, whose 
fe e l in g s  f o r  h is  su p e rio r  a re  b e s t i l l u s t r a t e d  in  th e  
rem ark, " I  s tood  by him when he was drunk and he stood 
by me when I  was c r a z y ," was even more b i t t e r  on th e  
q u es tio n  of s u rp r is e .  W riting to  h is  famous U nited S ta te s  
Senator b ro th e r , John Sherman, he proclaim ed th a t  th e  
charges of s u rp r is e  were " a l l  sim ply f a l s e . "  He went on 
to  say , "We knew the  enemy was in  our f ro n t ,  b u t in  what 
form could n o t t e l l ,  and I  was always ready f o r  an
^®New York H erald , May 3, 1862. Bruce C atton  says 
th e  l e t t e r  was re p r in te d  from th e  C in c in n a ti Commercial, 
which had c a r r ie d  a r t i c l e s  c r i t i c a l  of G ra n t 's  a c tio n s  
a t  S h iloh . C atton , G rant Moves South, 257.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
228
39
a t t a c k . " In  an o th er l e t t e r  to  h is  b ro th e r , w r i t te n  two
weeks l a t e r ,  W illiam  x. Sherman p a s s io n a te ly  denied th a t
h is  d iv is io n  was su rp r is e d , b u t he wound up h is  l e t t e r
by say ing , ” I  confess I  d id  n o t th in k  Beauregard would
4 0abandon h is  r a i l r o a d  to  a t ta c k  us on our b a s e ." In
s t i l l  a  th i r d  l e t t e r  to  John, "Oump" Sherman exp lained
th a t  " we a l l  knew th e  enemy was on our f r o n t ,  b u t we had
41to  guess a t  h is  purpose.*'
G eneral Lew W allace, in  h is  au tob iography , commented
th a t  th e  Union army was taken  by " s u r p r i s e , " bu t W allace
was n o t on th e  scene when th e  f ig h t in g  a c tu a l ly  began,
a lth o u g h  in  a good p o s it io n  to  f in d  out th in g s  a f t e r  th e  
42
b a t t l e .
As se n io r  o f f ic e r s  Grant and Sherman were n a tu r a l ly  
r e lu c ta n t  to  adm it s u rp r is e ,  bu t many of th e  low er ranks 
possessed  no h e s i t a t io n  in  ex p ressin g  them selves. To 
W illiam S. Cham berlain, of the  E ig h ty - f i r s t  Ohio, th e  
Union army was " e n t i r e ly  ig n o ran t of th e  p resence of an
39 W illiam T. Sherman to  John Sherman, A p ril 22, 
1862, in  Sachel Sherman Thorndike, ( e d .) .  The Sherman 
L e t t e r s : Correspondence Between G eneral and Senator 
Sherman Prom 1837 To 1091. ( kew York: 159^), l4“3, 145.
^^W illiam  T. Sherman to  John Sherman, May 7» 
1862, Ib id . . 145, 146.
41
W illiam T. Sherman to  John Sherman, May 12, 
1862, I b id . . 149.
4 pW allace, ^  A utobiography. I ,  482.
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enemy" u n t i l  th e  f i r i n g  a c tu a l ly  ' b e g a n . I n  a l e t t e r  to
a  f r ie n d ,  P r iv a te  John Euckman can d id ly  d ec la red  th a t  " on
l a s t  Sunday morning th e  r e b e ls  a tta c k ed  us and took us on
s u rp r is e  and such a tim e I  never heard  of b e fo re . We
were unprepared to  meet them We were n o t expec ting  th em ,"
L ieu ten an t Payson Shumway reco rded  i n  h is  d ia ry  th a t  th e
a t ta c k  was n o t expected and th a t  " s u rp r is e  was never more 
45
com plete ." The F if te e n th  I l l i n o i s  heard  p ic k e t f i r i n g
a t  dawn, b u t ignored  i t  and were ta k en  by s u rp r is e ,
w hile m usician John C o c k e r ill ,  of th e  Twenty=fourth Ohio,
f i r s t  r e a l iz e d  th e  b a t t l e  was in  p ro g ress  when he heard
47
heavy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  P e te r  Dobbins, of th e  T h ir te e n th  
Iowa, d iscovered  the  b a t t l e  w hile ta k in g  a " re f re sh in g  
walk and washing o ff  in  a branch n o t f a r  from th e  camp." 
Before h is  a b lu tio n s  were f in is h e d ,  Dobbins sa id  he 
"herd f i r i n g  in  th e  f r o n t  b u t I  supposed i t  was gards
43%. H. Chamberlain, H isto ry  of t ^  E ig h ty - f i r s t  
Hegiment. Ohio In fa n try  V olunteers During th e  War of the  
R eb e llio n . ( C in c in n a ti : 1865j ,  15.
hjL
John Ruckman to  John K in se l, A p ril 12, 1862, 
M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n s , S h iloh  N atio n a l M ili ta ry  P ark .
^^Payson Shumway D iary , A p ril 6 -7 , 1862.
^^B arber, Army Memoirs. 51•
47john C o c k e rill , " A Boy a t  S h ilo h ,"  Sketches of 
War H is to ry  1861-1865: Papers P repared f o r  th e  Oomm^dery 
of th e  S ta te  of Ohio. M il i ta ry  Order of L o y ^  Legion 
of th e  U nited S ta te s . VI ( C in c in n a ti:  1908), 16.
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f i r i n g  th e re  guns o ff  so I  d id  n o t mind i t  any bu t in  a
sh o rt tim e I  vas summoned by th e  long r o l l  v h ich  to ld  very
48plane v h a t was u p ."  Dobbins was n o t th e  only innocen t
who m istook th e  sounds of Peabody's guns. Many of the
s o ld ie r s ,  h ea rin g  the  n o ise  from Colonel Peabody's B rigade,
assumed i t  was m erely a sk irm ish  of p ic k e ts  or F edera l
49
s o ld ie r s  in d u lg in g  in  a l i t t l e  t a r g e t  p r a c t ic e .  P riv a te  
W illiam Harvey, of the F if ty -s e v e n th  I l l i n o i s ,  pu t i t  
most a p t ly ;  " I t  was no t very  much of a s u rp r is e .
S u rp rised  or n o t. G eneral U lysses 3 . G rant found 
h im self w ith  th e  makings of a f i r s t  c la s s  d i s a s te r  on h is  
hands. At Belmont and F o rt Donelson he had fo u g h t h is  way 
out of bad s i tu a t io n s .  The n ex t few hours would show i f  he 
could re p e a t  h is  f e a t  on t h i s  v io le n t  Sunday.
48P e te r  B. Dobbins to  R obert Banta, February 6 , 
1864, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n s , S h iloh  N ational M ilita ry  
Park. See George ¥ . C rosley, " Some Rem iniscences of 
an Iowa S o ld ie r ,"  Annals of Iowa. X C Ju ly , 1911), 125.
S t i l lw e l l ,  Common S o ld ie r . 42; Thaddeus H. 
Capron, " War D iary of Thaddeus H, Capron 1861-1865 ,"  
I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P apers. XII (O ctober, 
1919TT3^3.
^^W illiam  Harvey, D iary , A p ril 18, 1862, Mis­
ce llan eo u s C o lle c tio n s , S h iloh  N atio n a l M ilita ry  Park.
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CHAPTER V III 
ARCHED SHILOH CHURCH
From th e  main deck of th e  sloop  of war Hornet to  th e  
command of a reg im ent of Ohio v o lu n te e rs  was q u ite  a s te p -  
up. In  th e  pre-dawn hours of th a t  Sunday m orning, t h i r t y  
y ear o ld  Colonel Je sse  A ppier, of th e  F i f t y - th i r d  Ohio, 
very  l ik e ly  wished he were back on deck of h is  old sh ip , 
a s  every ow l’s hoot and each f r o g ’s croak  sounded l ik e  a 
whole d iv is io n  of Confederate in fa n try  sneaking upon th e  
reg im en ta l camp.
F in a lly  Colonel Appier could  stand  i t  no lo n g e r . He 
decided to  send out an e x tra  six teen-m an p ic k e t p ost as 
a d d i t io n a l  s e c u r i ty  p re c a u tio n . A few m inutes l a t e r ,  how­
ev er, th e se  same men came runn ing  back in to  camp, re p o r tin g  
g u n fire  in  a  f i e l d  to  th e i r  l e f t  and th e  presence of 
Confederate tro o p s  in  f ro n t  of th e  T hird Brigade p o s i t io n .
The a lre a d y  nervous c o lo n e l, who had spen t q u ite  a 
s le e p le s s  n ig h t in  th e  camp a re a , ordered  h is  a d ju ta n t ,  
L ieu tenan t Ephriam 0. Dawes, to  t e l l  Colonel H ildebrand 
th e  army was about to  be a t ta c k e d . Changing h is  mind, 
Appier to ld  Dawes to  w a it, and he d ire c te d  a p r iv a te  to  
c a rry  th e  in fo rm atio n  to  H ildebrand . The s o ld ie r  had gone 
bu t a few y ard s when a member of th e  T w en ty -fifth  M issouri, 
Pow ell’s p a t r o l ,  came running in to  camp w ith  a b u l le t  hole
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i n  one o f  h is  arm s, e x c ite d ly  sh o u tin g , " S e t in to  l in e ;  th e  
r e b e ls  a re  com ing.”^
The c o u r ie r  p r iv a te  was c a lle d  hack, and in s te a d  
L ieu ten an t C olonel R obert A. F u lto n  was s e n t to  C olonel 
H ildeb rand ’s  h eadquarters*  The reg im en ta l q u a r te rm a s te r , 
L ieu ten a n t Joseph  Warner F u lto n , was o rdered  to  r e p o r t  to  
G eneral Sherman w ith  th e  new in fo rm a tio n . W ith in  a  few 
m inutes L ieu ten an t F u lto n  came runn ing  back , and speaking in  
a v e ry  low v o ic e , to ld  h is  c o lo n e l, ” G eneral Sherman says 
you must be b ad ly  scared  o ver t h e r e ,”
I f  G eneral Sherman were u n e n th u s ia s tic  o ver Colonel 
A ppier’s in fo rm a tio n , C olonel H ildebrand proved more re c e p tiv e  
and o rdered  two companies o f  th e  F i f t y - th i r d  t o  e s ta b l i s h  an 
advance p ic k e t  p o s t  a s  an added s e c u r i ty  m easure,^
As th e  m inutes passed  th e  reg im ents o f Sherman’ s 
d iv is io n  g ra d u a lly  began form ing up , alarm ed by  th e  in c re a s ­
in g  volume and c lo se n e ss  o f  g u n f i r e ,  i f  n o t by A pp ier’s 
r e p o r t .  By around 7 A. M,, H ildebrand’ s p ic k e t p o s t  could 
observe C onfedera te  sk irm ish e rs  moving toward them slow ly .
This was F a t C leburne’s o u t f i t .  S ludging w e a r ily  t h r o u ^  
th e  mud, C leburne’ s Second B rigade g ra d u a lly  moved toward i t s
John Duke, H js.tgiv 2£ F jftv -th ird  Regiment Ohio
Tglw^ite.eg ia£aa$33:« SmdLm gar a f  ih a  R ebellion , iPortR- 
mouth, 1900T, 42; Paapaigaa In  Kentucky and Tennessee, 133.
20uke, M W ary  SL ^  g i f t v - t h i r d  0 ^ ,  42,43*
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rendevou25 w ith  Sherman, i t s  advance p ro te c te d  by a sc re en  o f 
sk irm ish e rs  from th e  F if te e n th  Arkansas and th e  S ix th  
M is s is s ip p i  In fan try *
A sharp  f i r e  f ig h t  developed as th e  f ig h t in g  I r i s h ­
man’ s sk irm ish e rs  lo c a te d  H ildebrand’ s o u tp o s t ,^  I t  was 
becoming in c re a s in g ly  obvious to  th e  o f f ic e r s  o f  th e  T hird 
B rigade th a t  t h i s  was something more th an  a mere reco n n a issan ce  
in  fo rce*  G eneral Sherman and h is  s t a f f  came r id in g  up along­
s id e  th e  F i f t y - t h i r d  Ohio* Sherman took  o u t h is  b in o c u la rs  
and began examining th e  su rrounding  a re a , b u t  h i s  van tage 
p o in t  was a poor one, and he was a b le  to  g e t  b u t a l im ite d  
view  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  J u s t  th e n  some C onfederate sk irm ish e rs  
emerged from th e  th ic k  b rush  a long  th e  l i t t l e  stream  runnipg 
i n  f r o n t  and a lo n g s id e  th e  F i f t y - t h i r d ’s camp* L ie u te n an t 
E. Cc Dawes sp o tte d  th e  advancing R ebels and exclaim ed in  
h o n o r  to  L ieu ten an t E ustace H, B a l l  o f Gonpany E, ” B a l l ,  
Sherman w i l l  be s h o t .” J u s t  o u t o f  the s ic k  bed , th e  plucky 
B a l l  r a n  toward Sherman, scream ing a t  th e  to p  o f  h is  v o ice ,
" G enera l, look  to  your r i g h t * S h e r m a n  dropped h is  g la s se s  
and im m ediately s h if te d  p o s it io n s  a s  a v o l le y  o f  musket b a l l s  
sprayed th e  sp o t he had j u s t  vacated* His o rd e r ly . L ieu ten an t
^ *  R ., X, p a r t  1 , BO; T. B, Cox, ” S ix th  M is s is s ip p i 
Regiment a t  S h i lo h ,” C onfederate  V e te ran * XVIII (November, 
1910), 509.
^Duke, H is to ry  o f  th e  F i f t y - th i r d  Ohio* i+4; Flem ing,
” The B a t t l e  o f  S h iloh  As A P r iv a te  Saw I t , ” 141* P r iv a te  
R obert H* Fleming s a id  B a ll  to ld  him he y e l le d , ” G enera l, 
you a re  lo o k in g  in  th e  wrong d i r e c t io n .  I b id .
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Thomas D. H o llid ay , f e l l  to  th e  ground dead, bu t Sherman 
escaped u n h u rt, ezcla lm ing , ” My God, we a re  a t ta c k e d ." ^
Even as Sherman was ap p a re n tly  convinced th a t  th i s  
was going to  be a r e a l  b a t t l e ,  Cleburne ordered  h is  brigade 
forw ard a g a in s t H ildebrand’s drawn-up reg im ents ju s t  be­
h ind  and along th e  camp a re a  of th e  F i f t y - th i r d  Ohio.
With T rig g ’s B a tte ry  dropping 6-pound sh o t and 12-pound 
h ow itzer s h e l l s  on the  Ohioans, C leburne’s men moved forw ard 
only to  become badly  bogged down in  th e  s o f t ,  m arshy, r a in  
soaked ground in  f ro n t  of A pp ier’s camp. C leburne’s horse 
became s tu ck , aand th e  r i d e r  f e l l  o f f ,  fo rc in g  th e  u su a lly  
•dapper Irishm an to  f ig h t  th e  r e s t  of th e  day in  a muddy 
uniform .
The S ix th  M is s is s ip p i, Colonel John Thornton, and 
T w enty-third  Tennessee, L ieu ten an t Colonel James H e il l ,  
found some f a i r l y  s o lid  ground toward th e  r ig h t  of th e  Fed­
e r a l  camp and began advancing ag a in . From r ig h t  to  l e f t  
th e  F i f th  Tennessee, Colonel Benjamin H il l ;  th e  Twenty- 
fo u r th  Tennessee, L ieu ten an t Colonel Thomas P eeb les; 
F if te e n th  A rkansas, L ieu ten an t Colonel A rchibald  P a tton ; 
and th e  Second Tennessee, Colonel W illiam Bate, s ta r te d  
moving around on le s s  boggy ground on th e  l e f t  or e a s t  of
I b id . ; 0. S . ,  X, p a r t  1, 249. For some reason  
G eneral Â ren tiss  d id  no t n o t i f y  G eneral Sherman of th e  
s ta te  of th e  b a t t l e .  Perhaps he was to o  busy, a lthough  he 
d id  warn th e  re se rv e  d iv is io n . L id d e ll H art, Sherman.
127.
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7th e  camp.
H ild eb ran d 's  r i g h t  most regim ent» th e  S even ty-seven th  
Ohio, began ca tch in g  l i g h t  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  from T r ig g 's  
B a tte ry , bu t most of th e  kn ee lin g  in fan trym en , because of 
th e  la rg e  number of t r e e s  in  f r o n t  of t h e i r  p o s i t io n , were 
unable to  see th e  advancing S o u th ern ers . Then sh o ts  from 
C leb u rn e 's  men began s t r ik in g  a l l  around them. Next, C aptain  
W. JL, S tevens, Company A, and th e  p ic k e ts ,  ducking from t r e e  
to  t r e e ,  f in a l l y  f e l l  back on th e  reg im en t. Six-pound sho t 
to re  loose  th e  lim bs over th e  Ohioans' heads. More s t r a y  
s lu g s  h i t ,  and th en  P riv a te  John Mclnerney stopped a b a l l  
j u s t  over h is  r i g h t  eye. Blood sp u rted  p ro fu se ly  as he 
walked over to  L ieu ten an t Jack  H enric le  and rem arked, ” L e f t-  
en an t, do you th in k  th a t  went in  dape?” I t  was only a g lan c ­
ing wound, and M clnerney, a lth o u g h  out of th e  f ig h t ,  managed 
to  su rv ive  th e  war. J u s t  th en  th e  volume of a r t i l l e r y
redoub led , bu t th e  men re la x ed  as Major B. B. F earing  shouted
8a t  th e  top  of h is  v o ic e , " Boys, th o se  a re  our g u n s .” I t  
was a s e c tio n  of C aptain  A llen  W aterhouse' s James r i f l e s
7
0. R ., X, p a r t  1. The boggy a re a  Cleburne r e fe r re d  
to  in  h is  r e p o r t  was 250 or 300 yards to  th e  so u th e a s t of th e  
M ethod!st-Episcopan Church. This was an extrem ely  ra in y  month 
and th e  whole a re a  was covered w ith  a la y e r  of mud. A c tu a lly  
th e  heavy b r ia r  pa tches and v in e s  a lo n e , a t  t h i s  p o in t ,  were 
probably  as much o f an o b s tru c tio n  as  th e  s o f t  ground. 0. R ., 
X, p a r t  1, 587, 496 ; I rv in g  Buck, Cleburne and His Command.
( New York: 1908}, 37, 38. '
O
Fleming, "The B a tt le  of S h iloh  As A P riv a te  Saw I t , "
139, 140.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
236
opening up from a  clump of woods to  th e  r ig h t  of th e  P i f ty -
9
t h i r d ’s p o s i t io n . The I l l i n o i s  gunners g o t o f f  two rounds 
and th en  w ithdrew  to  th e  main b a t te ry  p o s i t io n  on th e  h igh  
ground on th e  n o rth e rn  s id e  of S h ilo h  Branch, ju s t  behind and 
to  th e  r ig h t  of th e  P i f t y - th i r d ,^ ^  where soon a l l  s ix  3 ,5  and 
4 .5 - in c h  r i f l e s  were in  a c t io n ,  badly pun ish ing  T r ig g 's  
Arkansas B a tte ry .^  ^
Both th e  F if ty -s e v e n th  and S even ty -seven th  Ohio were 
soon b u s ily  engaged in  banging away a t  th e  S ix th  M is s is s ip p i 
and T w enty-th ird  Tennessee; b u t th e  F i f t y - th i r d  was having 
problem s. Colonel Appier was confused by th e  n o ise  and ex­
c item en t, and f e a r  was g ra d u a lly  ta k in g  c o n tro l of h is  mind. 
The F i f ty - th i r d  was i s o la te d  from th e  r e s t  of th e  b rigade by 
th e  stream  and about two hundred yards of f a i r l y  open ground, 
b a s ic a l ly  an un ten ab le  p o s i t io n , and A ppier was busy fo u lin g  
th in g s  up w orse. He f i r s t  p o s itio n e d  th e  reg im ent fac in g  
away from C leburne’ s a t ta c k ,  and th en  had to  spend p recious 
m inutes com pletely  s h i f t in g  h is  te n  shaky companies around.
9
0. E . , X, p a r t  1, 264.
^*^Buke, F i f t y - th i r d  Ohio, 46; 0, E ., X, p a r t  1, 273. 
Ezra T aylor, F i f t h  D iv is io n ’s c h ie f  of a r t i l l e r y , in c o r re c t ly  
s ta te d  th a t  W aterhouse’ s two guns were on th e  l e f t  bank of 
Owl Creek, A c tu a lly  t h e i r  f i r s t  f i r i n g  p o s i t io n  was in  th e  
woods along S h ilo h  Branch, The p o s i t io n  enabled  Waterhouse 
to  e f f e c t iv e ly  cover most of th e  Ehea F ie ld ,  I t  was the 
h ig h e s t p o in t f o r  s e v e ra l hundred y a rd s , and th e  b a t te ry  
possessed  a good, c le a r  f i e l d  to  f i r e ,  A s l i g h t ly  d i f f e r e n t  
v e rs io n  has them a t  th e  Ehea House, Eeed, S h ilo h . 55,
^^0, E ., X, p a r t  1, 581,
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F in a lly  th e  F i f t y - th i r d  was p o in tin g  the  r i g h t  way, and 
th e y  opened f i r e  a t  a p a r ty  o f . C onfederates approaching 
th e  o f f i c e r s '  t e n t s .  The S ou therners p u lle d  back momen­
t a r i l y  bu t then  advanced a g a in . Colonel A ppier gave the 
command to  f i r e ,  and th e  Rebels p u lled  back a second tim e.
A ppier com pletely  blew up, y e l l in g ,  " R e tre a t ,  and save 
12y o u rs e lv e s ,"
The F i f ty - th i r d  Ohio was n o t ro u te d . I t  sim ply 
d isso lv ed  as many of i t s  men n a tu ra l ly  fo llow ed  th e  example 
of t h e i r  commanding o f f ic e r .  Only th e  l e f t  and c e n te r  of 
th e  reg im ent a c tu a l ly  fo llow ed A ppier, f o r  th e  company 
commanders on th e  r ig h t  were of s te rn e r  s t u f f .
Even w hile th e  f i r s t  S ou therners were advancing on 
th e  camp. C aptain  W. S. Jones, Company A, to ld  some of th e  
o th e r o f f ic e r s  th a t  he thought Colonel A ppier would break 
as soon as th e  f i r i n g  began, and he s a id , " I  am no t 
go ing . '* C aptain  James Percy, Company F, s a id  he would s ta y  
w ith  Jo n es. The two o f f ic e r s  and t h e i r  men d id  f a l l  back 
a few yards when th e  break  came, bu t they  g a l l a n t ly  con­
tin u e d  th e  f i g h t ,  l in k in g  up w ith  th e  Seven teen th  I l l i n o i s
^^Duke, F i f t y - th i r d  Ohio. 45; R uff, " C iv il  War 
E xperiences of A German E m ig ran t," 296, 297. For a 
f u l l e r  d e s c r ip t io n  of t h i s  d eb ac le , see lie u te n an t-  F u l­
to n 's  r e p o r t .  0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 264, 265. C olonel Appier 
was d isch arg ed  from th e  United S ta te s  Army on A p ril 18, 
1862. O f f ic ia l  R o ste r of th e  S o ld ie rs  of th e  S ta te  of 
Ohio in  th e  War of th e  R e b e llio n , 186f - 1^66 , ( C in c in n a ti: 
TBÏÏ5), I f ,  675.
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13when i t  jo ined  in  th e  a c t io n  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r .
L ieu ten an t Dawes. A p p ie r 's  a d ju ta n t ,  met a p re ­
b a t t l e  acq u ain tan ce , P r iv a te  A. C. V oris , Seventeenth  
I l l i n o i s ,  a v e te ra n  of P rederickstow n and P o rt Donelson.
Dawes asked V oris i f  he would go over "and t a lk  to  th e  
rem aining shaky members of h is  o u t f i t .  The I l l in o ia n  
sa id  he would i f  h is  c a p ta in  would a llow  i t .  The c a p ta in  
was ag ree ab le , and P riv a te  V oris jo ined  th e  nervous men 
from Ohio, P i r s t  c o l le c t in g  some e x tra  E n fie ld  c a r t r id g e s  
f o r  th e  Ohioans to  use , h e . to ld  them th a t  he had le a rn ed  
th a t  the  b e s t way to  meet th e  enemy was to  " keep coo l, 
shoot slow, and aim lo w .” His p a r tin g  words to  th e  now 
more co n fid en t P i f t y - th i r d  Ohioans were, ” Why, i t ' s  ju s t
l ik e  shooting  s q u i r r e l s —only th e se  s q u i r r e ls  have guns,
14t h a t 's  a l l . "
The c o lla p se  of th e  P i f t y - th i r d  endangered Sherman's 
l e f t  f la n k , bu t only te m p o ra rily , f o r  G eneral McClemand 
was a lread y  moving troops forw ard to  p ro te c t  th e  P i f th
Duke, P i f t y - th i r d  Ohio. 2S; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1,
265. Jo n es ' determ ined a c tio n  won him prom otion to  f u l l  
co lo n e l on A p ril 18, 1862* O f f ic ia l  R o ster of th e  
S o ld ie rs  of th e  S ta te  of Ohio. 676.
^^Duke, F i f t y - th i r d  Ohio. 48. The P i f ty - th i r d  Ohio 
monument a t  S h ilo h  N ational M ili ta ry  Park says th e  ” r e g i ­
ment formed here a t  8 a . m. . . .  but soon f e l l  back ac ro ss  
th e  rav in e  in  th e  r e a r . " In  defense of th e  P i f t y - th i r d  
Ohio, i t  was a  new u n i t ,  i t s  o rg a n iz a tio n  completed in  
January , and once Colonel A ppier was d ism issed , th e  regim ent 
fought q u ite  capably  in  l a t e r  a c tio n s .
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D iv isio n  from being o u tflan k ed . G eneral Sherman' s r ig h t  
was much more secu re , f o r  C olonel B uckland 's B rigade, 
having formed up in  i t s  camp n ea r S h iloh  Church, advanced 
about two hundred yards ju s t  in  tim e to  meet C leburne’s 
overlapp ing  l e f t .  Prom l e f t  to  r ig h t  Buckland’s o rder of 
b a t t l e  was th e  S ev en tie th , P o r ty -e ig h th , and Seventy-second 
Ohio. The P o rty -e ig h th , c a rry in g  th e i r  n o t so t r u s ty  
A u strian  r i f l e s ,  moved up f i r s t  to  support th e  p ic k e t p o s t, 
a lread y  under f i r e  from C leburne’s sk irm ish e rs . Colonel 
Ralph Buckland im m ediately advanced w ith  th e  o th e r  two 
reg im en ts , and ju s t  in  tim e, f o r  th e  Tennesseans opened up 
w ith  a tremendous b la s t  of m usketry. The P o rty -e ig h th  began 
to  waver, as men dropped on a l l  s id e s , but th e  reg im en ta l 
commander, P e te r J .  S u lliv a n , and o th e r  o f f ic e r s  managed 
to  steady  th e  men. They could n o t, however, calm th e  c o lo r  
se rg e a n t, Theodore D. Jones, who dropped th e  reg im en ta l f la g  
and ran  away a t  th e  very  s t a r t  of the  a c t io n . Taking 
advantage of th e  cover of th e  t r e e s  and numerous lo g s ,
15however, th e  Ohioans gave as good as they  re c e iv e d .
0. R. X, p a r t  1, 266, 270; Bering and Montgomery, 
P o r ty -e ig h th  Ohio. 20. In h is  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  G eneral 
Cleburne sa id  th e  Ohioans were p ro te c te d  by a " breastw ork 
of logs and b a le s  of h ay ."  £ . R ., X, p a r t  1, 581. Colonel 
Buckland’s p o s it io n  was ju s t  in  f ro n t  of S h iloh  Church, 
along a r id g e  of ground running  to  th e  e a s t ,  and th en  tu rn ­
ing  in  a s l i g h t ly  more so u th e rly  d ir e c t io n  about 275 yards 
from th e  ro ad . There was, and s t i l l  i s ,  a ra v in e  a t  the 
p o in t where th e  r id g e  begins tu rn in g  more southw ard. The 
l e f t  of th e  S ev en tie th  r e s te d  on th e  road by th e  Church, 
w hile th e  r e s t  of the regim ent and most of th e  P o rty -e ig h th
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The Second Tennessee charged a c ro ss  th e  Rhea F ie ld ,
b u ttin g  head on in to  th e  F o rty -e ig h th  Ohio, Colonel W illiam
Bate le ad in g  h is  men forw ard on h is  c e le b ra te d  race  h o rse ,
16Blackhawk, a m agn ificen t co a l b lack  s t a l l i o n .  The men 
from Ohio prom ptly sho t th e  regim ent to  p ie c e s . Major ¥ . R. 
Boak and C aptains Joseph Tyree and. Humphrey Bate were 
k i l l e d ,  w hile  h a l f  a  dozen o th e r  o f f ic e r s  were badly wounded, 
l e a r ly  a hundred p r iv a te s  and non-commissioned o f f ic e r s  a lso  
l i t t e r e d  th e  muddy brown e a r th  of th e  f i e l d ,  ju s t  a sh o rt 
walk from th e  House of th e  P rince  of Peace. Colonel Bate 
escaped th e  charge w ithou t a s c ra tc h , only to  be wounded in  
th e  le g  w h ile  re c o n n o ite r in g  th e  Union p o s i t io n  a few m inutes
l a t e r ,  th e  wound in c a p a c ita t in g  him f o r  th e  r e s t  of the
17
b a t t l e .  B esides C aptain  Humphrey B ate, th e  co lo n e l lo s t
fo u r  o th e r kinsmen, e i th e r  k i l l e d  or wounded in  t h i s
18
a c tio n .
The o th e r  a t ta c k in g  reg im ents fa re d  no b e t te r ,  tak in g  
heavy lo s s e s  from Buckland’s f i r e .  So d e v a s ta tin g  was th e
faced  an unnamed f i e l d  running  about 200 yards down in  f ro n t  
of th e  p o s i t io n . The r e s t  of th e  F o r ty -e ig h th  faced  a 
wooded a re a  running up th e  s lo p e . The rav in e  was probably 
th e  d iv id in g  l in e  between th e  F o r ty -e ig h th  and Seventy- 
Second. The l a t t e r ' s  p o s i t io n .c a n  be seen  today from 
T ennessee.Highway 22 during  th e  f a l l  and w in te r  months.
16
Confederate V ete ran . I I  (November, 1894), 337.
17
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 585.
18“
D. A. B ., I I ,  42.
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e f f e c t  of th e  Yankees' shoo ting , th a t  numbers of Southern­
e rs  com pletely  broke down. C aptain L. L. D earing, F i f t h  
Tennessee, t r i e d  to  run  o f f  and h id e  in  th e  r e a r  of h is  
reg im en t, but Colonel Ben H il l  dragged him back under 
th r e a t  of shooting  him. P riv a te  P erry  M u rre ll, Company K, 
was th e  f i r s t  c a su a lty  and th e  f i r s t  man k i l l e d  in 'th e  
F i f t h  Regiment, dropping from a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  As th e  F i f th  
pushed toward Buckland’ s p o s i t io n , a p r o je c t i l e  cu t th e  
c o lo rs  in  th e  hands of th e  c o lo r  b e a re r ,  W illiam  Sims, who 
managed to  ca tch  them as  they  f e l l ,  ty in g  th e  f la g  back to  
th e  s t a f f  w ith  h is  can teen  s t r a p .  S o ld ie r  a f t e r  s o ld ie r  
went down, k i l l e d  o r wounded, m ostly from a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ;
and one p r iv a te ,  B. F. T aylor, was knocked unconscious
19
from the  concussion of a  b u rs tin g  s h e l l .  The F i f th
inc luded  a t  l e a s t  one f i f t e e n  year o ld . P riv a te  John
R oberts , who had h is  musket s h a tte re d  and was tw ice knocked
down by spen t musket b a l l s ,  but " d isp lay ed  the courage of 
20
a v e te r a n ."
The form er s t a t e  se n a to r  from O hio 's b rigade he ld  f irm . 
The h a rd -d riv in g  Cleburne was stopped on h is  l e f t ,  bu t on the  
r ig h t  one of th e  defending reg im ents was out of th e  b a t t l e .
19
0. R ., Z, p a r t  1, 589; Rennolds, Henry County 
Commands. 32; Thomas Head, Campaigns and B a tt le s  of the  
S ix teen th  Tennessee Regiment. (H a sh v ille : lÈ ë s ï. 232, 233; 
T. H. Peebles to  w ife , A p ril 19, 1862. C onfederate V eteran . 
ZVI (June, 1908), 281.
20
Ib id . . XXV (March, 1917), 222.
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and th e  o th e r  two were beginning to  f e e l  th e  p re ssu re .
Could th e  M iss iss ip p ian s  recoup th e  a t ta c k  th e re ?  With 
a r t i l l e r y  support perhaps they  could have made i t ,  but 
G eneral H ardee 's  ch ie f  of a r t i l l e r y .  Major ? . A. Shoup, 
ordered T r ig g 's  B a tte ry  to  p u ll  back, thus le av in g  Cleburne 
g u n le ss .
"The S ix th  M is s is s ip p i and T w enty-th ird  Tennessee
charged a c ro ss  the F i f t y - t h i r  O hio 's camp between th e  rows
of t e n t s ,  t e n t  pegs, t e n t  l i n e s ,  mud, W aterhouse 's s h e l l s ,
and a heavy b la s t  of m usketry coming from th e  F if ty -s e v e n th ,
and p o ss ib ly  th e  S even ty-seven th . F in a lly  they  f e l l  back,
21
th e  T w enty-th ird  in  complete d is o rd e r .
Most of th e  su rv iv in g  Tennesseans took s h e l te r  in  
a rav in e  n ea r where they  had s ta r te d  t h e i r  a t ta c k .  General 
Cleburne rode over and spoke to  th e  men, say ing , " Boys, 
d o n 't  be d iscouraged ; t h i s  i s  n o t the  1 s t charge th a t  was
21
0, H. X, p a r t  1, 581. P ossib ly  C aptain  Samuel E. 
B a r r e t t 's  B a tte ry  B, F i r s t  I l l i n o i s  L ig h t A r t i l l e r y ,
( fo u r  6-pound smoothbores and two 12-pound how itzers } 
was a lso  s h e ll in g  in  th i s  a t ta c k .  I t  went in to  a c tio n  on 
Colonel H ild eb ran d 's  l e f t  about t h i s  tim e. I b id . . 273, 
139» W isp e ll 's  L igh t A r t i l l e r y  B a tte ry , belonging to  
G eneral McClemand s D iv is io n , ( two 6-pound smoothbores 
and two 12-pound how itzers  ) a ls o  went in to  a c tio n  about 
th i s  same tim e. Both b a t te r i e s  were v e te ra n s . P a r t  of 
H is p e l 's  B a tte ry  served a t  L ib e r ty , M issou ri, September 
17, 1861. B a tte ry  S, N is p e l 's  B a tte ry , a ls o  was engaged 
a t  F o rt Donelson. B a tte ry  B was engaged a t  F re d e r ic k s -  
town, M issou ri, October 21, 1861, and a ls o  a t  Belmont, 
M issou ri, November 7 , 1861.
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22
re p u lse d ; f i z  bayonets and g iv e  them s t e e l , "
Even w ith  C leb u rn e 's  encouraging words, i t  took  much
tim e to  g e t  even p a r t  of th e  reg im ent formed up ag a in , thus
leav in g  i t  up to  th e  S ix th  M is s is s ip p i to  do th e  job: but
th e y  were r a p id ly  being outweighed by th e  a r r i v a l  of
re in fo rcem en ts  from M cClemand‘s D iv is io n .
At th e  re q u e s t of G eneral Sherman, McClemand
d ire c te d  h is  Third B rigade, whose nom inal commander was
Colonel 1 . B. Ross, to  go to  th e  su p p o rt of th e  F i f th
D iv is io n . U n fo rtu n a te ly , Ross ifas ab sen t o n th is  morning,
25
so th e  command devolved on Colonel J ,  S. Rearden,
Colonel Rearden >7as i l l ,  th u s  L ieu ten an t Abram K. Ryan, 
a c tin g  a s s i s t a n t  a d ju ta n t  of th e  T hird B rigade, s e t  out to  
f in d  Colonel J u l iu s  R a ith , l e t t i n g  him know th a t  he i-ras th e  
s e n io r  o f f ic e r  p re s e n t,  hence, he would be in  command,
N o tif ie d  of h is  unexpected prom otion, R a ith  soon had 
th e  b rigade moving forw ard to  support G eneral Sherman’s 
b a t te re d  l e f t ,  th e  Seventeenth  I l l i n o i s  advancing d i r e c t ly  
up to  th e  F i f t y - t h i r d 's  o ld  camp, now tu rn ed  in to  a bloody 
b a t t l e f i e l d .  From l e f t  to  r i g h t ,  he deployed th e  F o rty -  
n in th  I l l i n o i s ,  L ieu ten an t Colonel Bhineas Pease;
22
J .  A, "Wheeler, "C lebu rne 's  B rigadeat S h ilo h ,"  
C onfederate V eteran . I I  (January , 1894), 13,
23
Colonel Ross was on le a v e . His w ife had ju s t  
d ied , and he had no t re tu rn e d  from le a v e , Adolph Engelmann 
to. w ife , A p ril 17, 1862, Adolph Engelmann Paners; 0. R .,
X, p a r t  1 , 115, 139. ‘ ”  ”
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f o r ty - th i r d  I l l i n o i s ,  L ieu ten an t Colonel Adolph Engel-
mann; Tw enty-ninth I l l i n o i s ,  L ieu ten an t Colonel C harles
F e r r e l l ;  and th e  Seventeenth  I l l i n o i s ,  L ieu ten an t Colonel 
24
Enos P. Wood.
I t  was about t h i s  tim e th e  S ix th  M is s is s ip p i made
an o th e r charge on th e  f i f t y - t h i r d ’s camp, so presumably
th e  I l l in o i a n s  helped break th e  g a l la n t  but f u t i l e  e f f o r t .
The M iss iss ip p ian s  made i t  in to  th e  camp a re a , and they
raked  th e  f é d é ra is  w ith  wicked b la s t s  of E n fie ld  b a l l s .
Colonel A. J .  Thornton and Major Robert Lowery were both
h i t .  (Thornton was d isa b led  f o r  th e  r e s t  of h is  l i f e . )
Many o th e rs  were h i t ,  and th e  r e s t  were f i n a l l y  fo rced  to
r e t r e a t  in  o rder to  keep from being com pletely d estro y ed .
Of th e  425 M iss iss ip p ian s  who ja u n t i ly  moved forw ard  to
f ig h t  th e  N ortherners only a l i t t l e  more th an  an hour
e a r l i e r ,  300 now la y  in  and around S hiloh  Branch and the
25
Ohioan s camp, dead o r wounded.
24
Ib id . ; R obert W. Campbell, " B r ie f  H is to ry  of 
th e  17th Regiment I l l i n o i s  V o lun teer In fa n try -  1861- 
1864," T ran sac tio n s of th e  I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  
S o c ie ty . No. 2 . (May. 1 9 l4 ) , 104-190; George 0. Smith, 
"B rie f H is to ry  of th e  17th I l l i n o i s  I n fa n try ,"  unpublished  
m anuscrip t, I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  L ib ra ry .
^^0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 581; Cox, " S ix th  M iss iss ip p » '*  
509 , 510; Buck, Cleburne and His Command. 38 . Waterhouse s 
B a tte ry  d id  most- of th e  damage to  th e  M is s is s ip p ia n s , 
C leburne’s r e p o r t  bears th i s  o u t. R ., X, p a r t  1, 581. 
Reed, S h ilo h . 57, sa id  Sherman was h i t  by Wood and Cleburne. 
L, W. Reid knew more about th e  t a c t i c a l  d is p o s i t io n s  a t  
S h iloh  th an  any o th e r  human being , bu t a f t e r  h ik in g  th e  
b a t t l e f i e l d ,  checking numerous o f f i c i a l  r e p o r ts ,  and
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R alth  soon found h im self under heavy a t ta c h  from 
Hardee and Bragg* C leb u rn e 's  B rigade was te m p o ra rily  
knocked out of a c tio n  by th e  bloody re p u lse  i t  had 
endured, but Anderson’s Second B rigade qu ick ly  formed up 
on v i r t u a l ly  th e  same ground C leb u rn e 's  men had launched 
t h e i r  a t ta c k  from. From l e f t  to  r i g h t  th e  b lack -bearded  
Anderson deployed h is  Tw entieth L o u is ian a , Colonel August 
R eichard ; N inth  Texas, Colonel ¥ , A. S tan ley ; F i r s t  
F lo r id a  B a tta lio n , Major T. A. McDowell; C onfederate Guard 
Response B a tta lio n , Major F ra n k lin  C lark ; and th e  Seven­
te e n th  L o u isian a , L ieu ten an t Colonel C harles Jones. The 
F i f th  Company of th e  Washington A r t i l l e r y  s e t  up t h e i r  
b a t te r y  on h igh  ground to  the  r e a r  of Anderson, and th ey  
began dropping 6-pound shel].s and s h o t, a long w ith  12-pound 
h o w itze r rounds on C olonels B uck land 's and H ildeb rand ’s 
s o ld ie r s .  L ieu ten an t George N is p e l 's  B a tte ry  S, Second 
I l l i n o i s  L ig h t A r t i l l e r y ,  qu ick ly  s la sh ed  back a t  th e  men 
from New O rleans. Cannon b a l ls  and s h e l l s  were tra d e d  
w ith  much enthusiasm  but l i t t l e  damage to  e i th e r  s id e .
Major Shoup brought two f i e l d  p ieces  up to  a  p o s it io n  
t h i r t y  o r t h i r t y - f i v e  yards from th e  L o u isian an s, and 
under th e  combined f i r e  of th e  e ig h t guns, th e  F ed era l 
b a t te ry  was fo rced  to  w ithdraw . N isp e l l e f t  behind a
d isc u ss in g  th e  m a tte r  w ith  the  p re se n t S h iloh  N atio n a l 
M il i ta ry  Park H is to r ia n , Je rry  Schober, I  have come to  
b e lie v e  th a t  Wood’s B rigade d id  n o t jo in  in  th e  advance 
u n t i l  a f t e r  the  F i f t y - th i r d  and F if ty -s e v e n th  broke and were 
re p la c e d  by R a ith ’ s B rigade around 9 A. M.
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d is a b le d  gun , f i v e  dead h o r s e s ,  one dead g u n n e r, and he
26
c a r r i e d  o f f  t h r e e  wounded c a n n o n e e rs ,
B ankhead ' s T ennessee B a t te r y  a l s o  wound up s u p p o r t­
in g  A n d e rso n 's  ad v an ce , and i t  commenced f i r i n g  from  a 
p o s i t i o n  a b o u t one hundred  y a rd s  from  th e  L o u is ia n a n s .
W ith th e  guns pounding S h erm an 's  p o s i t i o n ,  and upon o rd e r s  
from  G e n e ra l B ragg , A nderson l e d  h i s  b r ig a d e  fo rw a rd . The 
T w e n tie th  L o u is ia n a  r a n  i n to  th e  Second T en n e sse e , f a l l i n g  
b ack  a f t e r  i t s  e a r l i e r  b lo o d y  e n c o u n te r  w ith  th e  F o r ty -
e ig h th  O hio, and th e r e  was some c o n fu s io n  a s  th e  men broke
27
ra n k s  and became in te rm in g le d .
The two re g im e n ts  w ere q u ic k ly  u n sc ra m b le d , and 
P r u s s ia n - b o rn  C o lo n e l A ugust R e ic h a r d 's  T w e n tie th  was 
soon s t e a d i l y  moving tow ard  B u c k la n d 's  p o s i t i o n  a g a in .  The 
w hole b r ig a d e  somewhat c lu m s ily  s t r a g g le d  a c r o s s  S h ilo h  
B ranch o r  s tu m b le d  th ro u g h  th e  boggy a r e a  w ith  a  minimum of 
c o o rd in a t io n .  P ie c e  by p ie c e  A n d e rso n 's  u n i t s  h i t  Sherm an, 
some b e in g  r e p u ls e d  w ith  heavy l o s s e s ,  w h ile  o th e r s  w ere 
a b le  to  p a r t i a l l y  p e n e t r a te  e i t h e r  B u c k la n d 's  o r H ild e ­
b r a n d 's  p o s i t i o n s .
The S e v e n te e n th  L o u is ia n a  p ic k e d  up some u n e x p ec te d
  ^ ----------
Order Book, F i f th  W ashington A r t i l l e r y ,  A p ril 
9 , 1862,45; L ou isiana  H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n ;
0. R . , X, p a r t  1, 146, 513* The two guns Shoup brought 
to  help  th e  Washington A r t i l l e r y  were from e i th e r  H ubbard's 
B a tte ry , C a lv e r t 's  B a tte ry , or T r ig g 's  B a tte ry . I b id . . 146, 
27
I b id . .  496, 507, 585, 497.
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s u p p o r t  a s  one o f  C o lo n e l E . M. E u s s e l 's  r e g im e n ts ,  th e
E le v e n th  L o u is ia n a , su d d e n ly  showed u p . G e n e ra l Bragg
had d i r e c t e d  G en era l C h a r le s  C la rk  to  s i l e n c e  W a te rh o u s e 's  
28
B a t te r y ,  and th e  E le v e n th  was th e  c l o s e s t  u n i t  a t  h an d , 
so  i t  n a t u r a l l y  g o t  th e  jo b .  C o lo n e l Sam uel ? .  M arks, 
w i th  G e n e ra l C la rk  s ta n d in g  by , la u n c h e d  h i s  a t t a c k  on 
W a te rh o u s e 's  guns when th e  S e v e n te e n th  came w andering  by . 
W a te rh o u s e 's  James r i f l e s  had  a l r e a d y  ta k e n  a  g rim  t o l l  o f  
th e  E le v e n th . J u s t  moments b e fo r e ,  a  b u r s t i n g  s h e l l  t o r e  
o f f  T h ird  L ie u te n a n t  John  C ro w le y 's  l e f t  h a n d , t h a t  un ­
f o r t u n a t e  o f f i c e r  h a v in g  a l r e a d y  l o s t  h i s  r i g h t  arm a t
29
Belm ont th e  p re v io u s  Novem ber.
The two re g im e n ts  moved a c r o s s  th e  b lo o d - s p a t t e r e d  
g ro u n d , th e  camp o f A p p ie r 's  F i f t y - t h i r d  O hio, s te p p in g  
o v e r  th e  dead and wounded M is s i s s ip p ia n s  and  T en n e sse an s . 
Mafcks and h i s  men became e n ta n g le d  i n  th e  same boggy 
g round  i n  w hich P a t C leb u rn e  had  m uddied h i s  s h in in g  u n ifo rm . 
The s h e l l s  from  W a te rh o u s e 's  guns added t o  th e  c o n fu s io n ,
2^
I b i d . . 414 , 415 .
29
I b i d . , 420 . L a t e r  i n  th e  b a t t l e  C row ley was 
c a p tu re d  by G r a n t 's  arm y, and  he was l a t e r  exchanged  n e a r  
B aton  Rouge, L o u is ia n a , O c to b e r 9 , 1862. Andrew B ooth, 
R eco rd s  o f  L o u is ia n a  C o n fe d e ra te  S o ld ie r s  and  L o u i s i a n a  
C o n fe d e ra te  Commands. ( New O rlea n s  : 19 2 0 ) ,  I I ,  493;
C h a r le s  Johnson  to  h i s  w i f e ,  L o u is ia ,  A p r i l  11 , 1862,
C h a r le s  Johnson  P a p e rs , L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  Ar­
c h iv e s .  I n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e  C row ley was a  m ac h an ic . He 
was a  p r iv a t e  a t  B elm ont, b u t  was l a t e r  e l e c t e d  l i e u t e n ­
a n t  when a  vacancy  o c c u rre d  i n  Company C. He was d is c h a rg e d  
from  th e  arm y, b u t i n s i s t e d  i n  r e tu r n in g  t o  h i s  re g im e n t on 
W ednesday b e fo re  S h ilo h . I b i d .
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an d  o n ly  f o u r  o f  M ark s ' com panies a c t u a l l y  g o t  i n t o  th e
camp a r e a .  H aving re a c h e d  t h i s  p o i n t ,  M arks' t r o u b le s
■were only  s t a r t i n g ,  a s  F e d e ra l  s o l d i e r s ,  c o n c e a le d  i n
and  b eh in d  th e  t e n t s  and o th e r  equ ipm en t in  A p p ie r 's
cam p, began  p ic k in g  o f f  h i s  re m a in in g  men. F e d e ra l
i n f a n t r y ,  s u p p o r t in g  W aterhouse , a l s o  f i r e d  i n t o  th e
E le v e n th .  One Jam es s h e l l  b u r s t  be tw een  th e  l e g s  o f
L ie u te n a n t  L ev i S . Erofm , k i l l i n g  him and P r iv a te s  Thomas
B ladon  and Thomas Cameron. The L o u is ia n a n s  began t o  f a l t e r
and  S e rg e a n t John  L eonard , Company I ,  r a n  ou t i n  f r o n t  to
30
enc ou r age th e  -wavering E le v e n th . He r e c e iv e d  a  M inie
b a l l  th ro u g h  h i s  h ead  f o r  h i s  t r o u b l e .  The ■wavering tu rn e d
i n t o  a  r o u t ,  and  th e  re g im e n t wound up b a d ly  s c a t t e r e d ,  a
31
l a r g e  p o r t io n  o f i t  w ind ing  up i n  S te w a rt s B r ig a d e .
L ie u te n a n t  C o lo n e l C h a r le s  J o n e s , S e v e n te e n th  
L o u is ia n a ,  f a r e d  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  Becoming e n ta n g le d  w ith  
a  g ro u p  o f  T e n n e sse a n s , p resum ab ly  th e  T w e n ty - th ird ,
Jo n e s  s p e n t p r e c io u s  m in u te s  g e t t i n g  th e  re g im e n t s t r a i g h t ­
en ed  o u t b e fo re  g iv in g  th e  o rd e r  t o  c h a rg e . H eading r i g h t  
f o r  th e  N o r th e rn e r s ,  th e  re g im e n t g r a d u a l ly  slow ed do-wn 
and f i n a l l y  h a l t e d  u n d e r th e  s te a d y  and a c c u ra te  v o l le y s
30
0 . R , , X, p a r t  1 , 4 2 0 , 4 2 1 , 505; C h a r le s  Jam es 
Jo h n so n  t o  w ife ,  L o u is ia ,  A p r i l  1 1 , 1862, C h a rle s  Jam es 
Jo h n so n  P a p e rs .
31
0. R . , X, p a r t  1 , 4 2 8 .
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o f  m u sk e try  com ing a c r o s s  th e  s tre a m . There was no r o u t ;  
th e  S e v e n te e n th  s im p ly  s to p p e d  a d v a n c in g , and th e  men 
began  r e t u r n i n g .th e  enemy’s  f i r e .  On b o th  s id e s  men 
began d ro p p in g , b u t  f i n a l l y  th e  L o u is ia n a n s  b e a t  a  r e ­
l u c t a n t  r e t r e a t .
R eform ing  w hat was l e f t  o f  h i s  re g im e n t, Jo n e s  t r i e d  
a g a in ,  t h i s  tim e  moving more t o  th e  l e f t .  H it  by a n o th e r  
F e d e ra l  b a t t e r y ,  p ro b a b ly  B a r r e t t ’ s ,  and by sm a ll  a rm s ’ 
f i r e ,  Jo n e s  was fo r c e d  to  f a l l  b ack  a  second t im e . Two o f 
h i s  company com m anders, H. H. C u rry  and W. A. Maddox, th e
l a t t e r  j u s t  b a ck  from  an  e x te n d e d  s i c k  le a v e  i n  C la ib o rn e
32
P a r i s h ,  L o u is ia n a ,  w ere b a d ly  wounded in  t h i s  e f f o r t .
The C o n fe d e ra te  R esponse (T w e lf th  L o u is ia n a  I n f a n t r y
B a t t a l i o n )  and th e  F lo r id a  B a t t a l i o n  f a r e d  no b e t t e r  i n
33
t h e i r  c h a rg e  on Sherm an, th e  F l o r i d ia n s  lo s in g  t h e i r
34
commander, T. A. M cD onell. I n  th e  army l e s s  th a n  f o u r
w eeks, th e  n in e ty - d a y  v o lu n te e r s  from  L o u is ia n a  p re s s e d
t h e i r  a t t a c k  home w i th  c o u ra g e , b u t  when th e  t r o o p s  on
t h e i r  r i g h t  began  f a l l i n g  b ack , th e  u n t r a in e d  L o u is ia n a n s
35
q u ic k ly  fo llo w e d  them . The la g g a rd  T w en tie th  L o u is ia n a
32
I b i d . . 505 ; B ooth , L o u is ia n a  R e c o rd s , I I I ,  855 .
33
R eed, S h i lo h . 77 .
34
0, R. X, p a r t  1 , 504 .
35
I b i d . . 510 .
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g o t  i n t o  th e  a t t a c k  a l s o ,  a s  w e l l  a s  C o lo n e l W. A. S t a n l e y 's
36
H in th  T ex a s , b u t  th e y  w ere r e p u ls e d  l i k e  ev ery o n e  e l s e .
I t  was now a few m in u te s  a f t e r  9 o 'c lo c k ,  and
P r e n t i s s '  D iv is io n  was i n  f u l l  r e t r e a t  from  i t s  cam ps, b u t
th e  U nion r i g h t  s t i l l  h e ld .  At 9 :1 0 , G e n e ra l B e au re g a rd
d i r e c t e d  G e n e ra l P o lk  to  send  a  b r ig a d e  to  h e lp  b re a k  G e n e ra l
37
S h e rm an 's  p o s i t i o n .  The C re o le  th e n  d i r e c t e d  P o lk  t o  send  
R u s s e l l 's  B r ig a d e  to  h e lp  b re a k  R a i t h 's  p o s i t i o n ,  n o t  know-
36
in g  t h a t  R u s s e l l  was a l r e a d y  p a r t l y  en g ag ed ,
C le b u r n e 's  l e f t  w ing was p r e t t y  w e l l  knocked o u t o f  
th e  f i g h t ,  b u t  th e  I r is h m a n  managed to  c o l l e c t  s i x t y  o f  h i s  
M is s i s s ip p ia n s  and a b o u t o n e - h a l f  o f  th e  T w e n ty - th ird  T ennes­
se e  i n  p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  a n o th e r  c h a rg e . A t th e  same tim e  
A n d e rso n 's  i n d iv id u a l  re g im e n ts  and b a t t a l i o n s  w ere a l s o  b u sy  
g e t t i n g  r e a d y  f o r  a n o th e r  a t te m p t .
A bout 9 :3 0  A. M ., G e n e ra l Sherman and C o lo n e l R a i th  
found  th e m se lv e s  a s s a u l t e d  by  s i x  s e p a r a te  b r ig a d e s ,  f o r  
S t e r l i n g  Wood, B ushrod  Jo h n so n , R o b e rt M. R u s s e l l ,  and A. P . 
S te w a r t  w ere  a l s o  g o in g  i n ,  (The l a t t e r  was g o in g  i n  on 
o rd e r s  from  B rag g , a l th o u g h  th e  b r ig a d e  t e c h n i c a l l y  b e lo n g e d  
to  P o l k 's  C o rp s .)  P a r t l y  on o rd e r s  from  B ragg and p a r t l y  
on th e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  th e  i n d iv id u a l  o f f i c e r s ,  th e  s i x  b r ig a d e s
I b i d . . 507 , 5OÔ, 510 .
37
S . W. F e rg u so n  to  G e n e ra l B e a u r e g a r d ,A n r i l  9 , 1&62,
3B
0 .  R . , X, p a r t  1 , 407 , 40B,
39
582 , 4 2 7 , 416 , 444 ,
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and p ieces  o f  b rig ad es  began stum bling  forw ard toward Sher­
man and R a ith .
Sherman found h im se lf  b e in g  h e a v ily  pounded fey C leburne 
and Anderson, as w e ll as  th e  brand new f r e s h  b rig ad e  o f  Bush­
rod  Johnson, With h is  rem aining t in y  fo rc e , C leburne b o ld ly
a s s a u lte d  th e  S ev en tie th  Ohio and th e  rem nants o f  H ild eb ran d 's  
40
T h ird .B rig ad e , Anderson a lso  b o ld ly  smashed in to  th e  r id g e  
to  which Buckland s t i l l  g rim ly  c lu n g . The Seventeenth  
L o u isian a , making i t s  th i r d  charge through th e  F i f t y - th i r d  
O h io 's  camp, changed i t s  d i r e c t io n  s l i g h t l y ,  passin g  to  th e  
l e f t  o f th e  r id g e . The L ouisianans took  a bad pounding from 
sm all arm s' f i r e ,  in c lu d in g  th e  lo s s  o f L ieu ten an t C olonel 
C harles Jo n e s ' s e rg e a n t m ajo r, Thuron S tone, who took  a 
b u l l e t  through th e  th ig h .
Reaching th e  top  o f the  r id g e , th e  Seventeenth  was h i t  
by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  (p robab ly  from N is p e l 's  new b a t te r y  p o s i t io n  
n ea r th e  Church), The f i r s t  l ie u te n a n t  o f  Company K, Thomas 
0 . % n es , had h is  l e f t  arm blown o f f .  Then Jones went down 
as an exploding s h e l l  panicked h is  h o rse , throw ing th e  
l ie u te n a n t  co lo n e l to  the  ground w ith  enough fo rc e  to  knock 
him o u t f o r  se v e ra l m in u tes . Even w hile  t h e i r  commander was 
te m p o ra rily  ou t o f  th e  f i g h t ,  th e  S ou therners swarmed in to
I b id . ,  $82.
41
I b id . .  50$, 146,
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42
Sherm an's p o s i t io n .
Supported by th e  f i r e  of th e  Washington A r t i l l e r y ,
th e  U in th  Texas and Tw elfth L o u is ian a , along w ith  th e
C onfederate Guards Response B a tta lio n , broke in to
B uckland 's p o s i t io n  on th e  r id g e . Screaming t h e i r  w ild
y e l l s ,  many of them in  German, ( th re e - fo u r th s  of th e
T w entieth  were Germans by b i r th ,  and th e i r  commanding
o f f ic e r  was th e  form er P ru ss ian  Consul a t  New O rlean s),
th e  R ebels fo rced  Buckland to  f a l l  back, and en te red  the
43
S even ty-seven th  Ohio s camp.
I f  Buckland were beginning to  g ive ground, th e
s i t u a t io n  on Sherm an's l e f t  was even w orse, f o r  Colonel
H ild e b ra n d 's  Brigade was d is in te g r a t in g .  Under heavy
p re ssu re  from th e  tro o p s  of Jo hnson 's  and R u s s e l 's
B rig ad es, th e  F if ty -s e v e n th  Ohio broke and headed f o r  th e  
44
r e a r .
42
I b id . , 506. P a r t of th e  r i g h t  reg im ent became 
se p a ra te d  in  th e  a t ta c k  and lin k e d  up w ith  th e  C onfederate 
Guards Response B a tta lio n  and a p o r tio n  of th e  E leven th  
L o u is ian a . Andrew Booth m aintained  th a t  Hynes was a 
f i r s t  l ie u te n a n t  in  Company A. Hynes re s ig n e d  from th e  
army on Ju ly  28, 1862, presumably from h is  wounds. Booth, 
L o u is ian a  R ecords. I l l ,  403.
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 509-511; C harles BePetz to
h is  w ife , A p ril 5 , 1862, in  R obert T. C lark , J r . ,
" The New Orleans German Colony in  th e  C iv il  War,"
L o u is ian a  H is to r ic a l  Q u a rte r ly . XX ( P a l l ,  1937), 1003.
44
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 249, 262. 263; L indsey ,
Ohio a t  S h ilo h . 31.
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From l e f t  to  r ig h t ,  Johnson had Colonel J .  K.
W alker's Second Tennessee, L ieu ten an t Colonel R. C.
T y le r 's  F if te e n th  Tennessee, and Colonel A, £ . B ly th e 's
M iss iss ip p i B a tta l io n , (subsequen tly  known as th e  F o rty -
fo u r th )  and Colonel P reston  S m ith 's  One hundred f i f t y -
f o u r th  Tennessee, p lu s  C aptain M arshall T. P o lk 's
Tennessee B a tte ry  of fo u r  6-pound smoothbores and two
12-pound h o w itz e rs . On o rd ers  from G eneral Bragg, th e
b rigade  went in to  a c tio n , charg ing  Sherman's l e f t ,  bu t
th e  M iss iss ip p ian s  advanced around th e  p o in t of th e  h i l l
n o r th  of th e  Rhea House, a t ta c k in g  W aterhouse 's B a tte ry
45
from th e  r ig h t  f la n k .
As th e  M is s is s ip p i s o ld ie r s  moved up, they  observed 
th e  wreckage o f th e  e a r l i e r  a t ta c k .  P riv a te  G u il l ic h , 
Company H, remarked to  h is  s e rg e a n t, " From th e  looks of 
th in g s  around h ere  we are  going to  have some fu n . . . .  I  
would g ive  a thousand d o l la r s  f o r  a  sho t in  my hand , "
(a  s o r t  of C iv il  War "M illion  D o lla r"  wound).
Meeting.some wounded, who were walking and look ing  f o r  a 
f i e l d  h o s p i ta l ,  G u il l ic h  sp o tted  a  young s o ld ie r  w ith  a 
smashed hand, and he lau g h in g ly  made th e  same remark he 
had made to  h is  s e rg e a n t. With te a r s  stream ing  down h is  
cheeks, th e  young wounded s o ld ie r  r e p l ie d ,  " Go up th e  
h i l l  where I  have been, and th e  Tanks w i l l  g ive you one
4̂5
psjrt 1, 4-44, 446, 450, 451.
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and won’t  charge you a c e n t ,” (G u illic h  was l a t e r  k i l l e d  
i n  G eorg ia.
Many o f th e  M iss iss ip p ian s  su ffe re d  worse th a n  wounded
hands as  th ey  went in to  a c t io n .  Colonel B ly the was sh o t
dead from h is  h o rse , and w ith in  m inutes h is  su c ce sso r.
L ieu ten an t C olonel D. L. H erron, went down m o rta lly  wounded.
The reg im ent q u ick ly  h a l te d ,  ta k in g  cover in  a ra v in e  n ea r 
47
th e  b a t te r y .  The wounded were s e n t to  th e  r e a r ,  in c lu d ­
in g  P r iv a te  John C, Thompson, aged sev en ty -o n e , p robab ly  
th e  o ld e s t  man on e i th e r  s id e  in  th e  b a t t l e .  The reg im en ta l 
surgeon to o k  one look  a t  Judge Thompson’s sc a lp  wound and 
to ld  th e  e ld e r ly  s o ld ie r  to  go r id e  in  an am bulance, W ithin 
m inu tes, however, th e  determ ined Thompson, a  s tro n g  se ­
c e s s io n i s t ,  was back w ith  h i s  company, f ig h t in g  by th e  s id e
4Ô
o f  h is  t h i r t e e n  y ea r old son , Plem.
Johnson’s two l e f t  reg im en ts charged th e  rem nants o f 
th e  Third B rigade and th e  Seventy-second Ohio to g e th e r .
Coming under heavy f i r e ,  th e  Tennesseans began to  f a l t e r ,  
b u t L ieu ten an t C olonel T y ler drew h is  p i s t o l  and re s to re d
46
J .  B. Howard, "Wanted A F inger Wound,” C onfederate  
V ete ran . V II (May, 1S99), 223 .  ------------------
470 . R ., X, p a r t  1 , 444.
"• Lee, " M ajor John C, Thompson o f  M is s is s ip p i ,” 
C onfederate V ete ran , XVI (November, 1903), 535. E lec ted
m a n o r . T hnm osnn w ao W 1 1 t,*-_________________________ __ajor,Thom pson l a t e r  as k i l l e d  a t  Chickamauga. P r iv a te  
Hugh KcVey, Company D, Fourth  Kentuclqr, a B r i t is h -b o rn
o f W aterloo , an a g g re ss iv e  C onfedera te , was k i l l e d  
a t  S h ilo h . H e  was over sev en ty  years  o ld . Thompson, H is to ry  
o f  th e  Orphan B rig ad e . 65O, — t
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o rd e r . With P o lk ’s B a tte ry  in  p o s it io n  ju s t  behind th e
a t ta c k in g  fo rc e ,  th e  two reg im en ts pushed s te a d i ly  onward,
tra d in g  sh o ts  w ith  th e  F é d é ra is . Union f i r e  wounded C olonel
T y le r’ s  h o rse , th en  th e  r i d e r ,  fo rc in g  him to  le a v e  th e
f i e l d .  F ed e ra l -riflem en worked P o lk ’ s B a tte ry  o v er, b reak in g
th e  doughty c a p ta in ’s leg  and k i l l i n g  and wounding many men
and h o rse s . L ieu ten an t T. R. Smith assumed command o f th e
49
b a t te r y ,  b u t i t s  f i r e  dropped o f f  b ad ly .
Johnson’s  two l e f t  reg im en ts  bogged down, b u t h is
detached One hundred f i f t y - f o u r t h  Tennessee, charg ing
through th e  F i f t y - th i r d  Ohio camp and stum bling  a c ro ss  S h iloh
Branch, f i n a l l y  made i t  to  W aterhouse’s p o s i t io n  ju s t  as th e
tro o p s  from R u s s e l l ’s u rig ad e  came swarming upon th e  I l l in o ia n s *  
$0
l e f t  f la n k . The b a t te r y  t r i e d  to  w ithdraw, b u t W aterhouse 
was wounded, and then  th e  nex t o f f i c e r  to  ta k e  o v e r. L ieu­
te n a n t A bial A bbo tt, a ls o  went down. L ieu ten an t J .  A. F itc h
th en  took ch arg e , b u t by th i s  tim e th e  Tennesseans were
51
v i r tu a l ly  on to p  o f th e  gunners. The b a t te r y  personnel
0 . R. X, p a r t  1, 444, 445; Edwin B e a rss , ” An 
A r t i l l e r y  “Stuïïy S h iloh  N atio n al M il i ta ry  Park , P ro je c t  
1 7 ,” M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h ilo h  N atio n a l M il i ta ry  
P ark , This work w i l l  be h e r e a f te r  c i te d  as ” P ro je c t  
17” .
50
0 . R , , X, p a r t  1 , 446; A. J .  Vaughan, P e rso n a l 
Record o f  % e  T h ir te e n th  Regim ent. Tennessee In fa n try ,
THi^iïT W ? ) 15, T6, ------ ------------------------
R ., X, p a r t  1 , 276, 277; ” War E xperiences o f  
George Read L ee ,” George Read Lee P ap ers.
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managed to  p u l l  back , leav in g  th r e e  guns behind in  th e  hands
o f  Company B, One hundred f i f t y - f o u r t h  Tennessee- P r iv a te s
D. ¥ .  C o l l ie r ,  John C. S o u therland , James W. Maury, and
James S outherland  were th e  f i r s t  fo u r  to  g e t  to  th e  cannon,
where th ey  found a b e a u t i f u l  I r i s h  s e t t e r  guard ing  th e  body
o f  h is  dead m aster and bark ing  f i e r c e ly  a t  any S ou therner
53
who approached him.
At t h i s  tim e Bushrod Johnson was se v e re ly  wounded
w h ile  t ry in g  to  reform  W alker's Second Tennessee, b u t h is
o th e r  reg im ents had a lre a d y  p e n e tra te d  th e  S h iloh  Church 
54
l i n e .  The F i f th  D iv is io n 's  p o s i t io n  was now h o p e le ss ly  
compromised. The T hird  B rigade was e i th e r  ro u ted  o r 
s h a t te r e d ;  B uck land 's B rigade f r o n t  was punctured ; and th e  
e n t i r e  d iv is io n  was c u t o f f  from R a i th 's  I l l i n o i s  B rigade, 
which was now in  danger o f  being  overwhelmed.
52
0 , W. R obertson to  D. ¥ ,  Reed, May 26, 1904, Mis­
ce lla n eo u s  C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  R a tio n a l M il i ta ry  P ark ,
53 Samuel L a tta  to  w ife , A p ril  12, 1S62, C onfederate  
C o lle c t io n , Tennessee Department o f  A rchives and H is to ry ;
C, ¥ ,  R obertson to  D. W. Reed, May 26, 1904, There i s  some 
d is p u te  as to  whom a c tu a l ly  cap tu red  th e  guns. Both th e  
T h ir te e n th  and One hundred f i f t y - f o u r t h  Tennessee claim ed 
them, (Copy o f an in te rv ie w  between Colonel A, J .  Vaughan 
aaid D. ¥ .  Reed, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  R a tio n a l 
M il i ta ry  P a rk ), R obertson claim ed th e  One hundred f i f t y -  
fo u r th  took  them, w h ile  Vaughan d id  so lik e w ise . In  a l l  
p r o b a b i l i ty  i t  was a dead h e a t,  w ith  men from b o th  reg im ents 
g e t t in g  th e re  about th e  same tim e . No one m entions ta k in g  
N is p e l 's  abandoned gun. I t  i s  p o s s ib le  some o f th e  Tennessee 
s o ld ie r s  scooped up th i s  weapon, th in k in g  i t  was p a r t  o f 
W aterhouse 's  B a tte ry ; hence, p o s s ib ly  accoun ting  f o r  th e  
co n fu sio n  o f th e  c la im s.
0. R. ,  X, p a r t  1, 445*
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Sherman*s F i r s t  B rigade was committed on th e  r ig h t
o f  Buckland’ s B rigade to  p rev en t i t s  f la n k  from b e in g  tu rn ed
55
by C olonel P re s to n  Pond, J r . ’s B rig ad e , so no re in fo rcem en ts  
were forthcom ing from th a t  q u a r te r .  McDowell had moved h is  
th re e  reg im en ts , from l e f t  to  r i g h t .  C olonel S tephen H icks, 
F o r t ie th  I l l i n o i s ;  C olonel D aniel I-seminger, S ix th  Iowa; 
(C olonel McDowell was now commanding th e  b rig ad e ; th e  l i e u ­
te n a n t c o lo n e l was under a r r e s t ;  and Major J .  M, Corse was 
ab sen t on G eneral John Pope’ s s t a f f . )  and h is  b a t te r y ,  th e  
S ix th  In d ian a  L ig h t A r t i l l e r y ,  C ap ta in  F red e rick  B ehr, 
in to  p o s it io n  on th e  r id g e  to  cover Buckland’s r i g h t  about 
S A. M. He detached  two companies o f  th e  S ix th  ^owa, under 
C aptain  M. W. Walden, a fte rw ard s  governor o f  Iowa; and a 12- 
pound h o w itze r, under L ieu ten an t W illiam  Mussman, to  p ro te c t  
th e  c ro ss in g  a t  th e  Owl Creek B rid g e .
O bserving Pond’ s B rigade moving toward him, McDowell 
o rdered  C aptain  Behr to  open f i r e  w ith  h is  rem aining  h o w itzer, 
McDowell then o rdered  th e  F o r t ie th  I l l i n o i s  to  move to  th e
56
l e f t  in  c lo s e r  su p p o rt of  Auckland’s r i g h t .
55
C olonel Pond’s  Brigade advanced on o rd ers  from 
G eneral B uggies, th e  id e a  being  to  tu r n  th e  enemy’ s r i g h t  
f la n k , ” Ammended R eport o f  G eneral R u g g les,” Southern 
H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P ap e rs . VII (Jan u ary , 1079),
^^0 . R . , X, p a r t  1 , 254, 255; B yers, Iowa In  War 
Times, 1 3 ^  wTliiam  S a l te r ,  ” M ajor-G eneral John MT^Corse,” 
Annals o f  Iowa. 11 (A p r il ,  1B95), 5= When th e  S ix th  Iowa 
moved o u t th a t  morning w ith  McDowell’ s B rigade, L ieu ten a n t 
C olonel Markoe Cummins, o f  M uscatine, Iowa, was t h e o r a t i -
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C onfederate  sk irm ish ers  q u ie t ly  worked th e i r  way 
forw ard toward M c D o w e l lp o s i t io n ,  and commenced peppering  
Behr^s gunners w ith  m usketry. The b a t te r y  commander, f o r ­
m erly o f th e  P ru ss ia n  A r t i l l e r y ,  handed h is  b in o c u la rs  to  an 
e n l is te d  man, J .  L. B ie le r ,  t e l l i n g  him to  sp o t th e  s n ip e rs . 
Eyes s t r a in in g  through th e  g la s s e s ,  B ie le r  slow ly  searched 
th e  surround ing  t e r r a in  u n t i l  he f i n a l l y  lo c a te d  a group o f  
C onfederates in  a f a r  o f f  corn  c r ib .  At B ehr’s o rd e r , th e  
ponderous iro n  tubes were wheeled about and s ig h te d  in  on th e
c r ib .  S h e ll  f i r e  raked th e  C o n fed era tes , and th e  sn ip in g
57
a b ru p tly  ceased .
Pond 's Brl.gade, le s s  th e  T h ir ty -e ig h th  Tennessee and 
one s e c tio n  o f Ketchum's B a tte ry , (detached  to  cover Owl 
Greek B ridge) moved slow ly  fo rw ard , b u t b e fo re  s e r io u s  c o n ta c t 
was made McDowell rec e iv ed  o rd e rs  about 10 o ’ c lo ck  to  f a l l
c a l ly  in  command. U n fo rtu n a te ly  he was q u ite  d runk . A fte r  
Cummins p u t th e  reg im en t through some s tran g e  m aneuvers, 
McDowell p laced  him under a r r e s t ,  W right, S ix te e n th  Iowa, 
Ô0 , In  th e  O f f ic ia l  R ecords, C ap ta in  John W illiams””i s  
l i s t e d  as commanding th e  S ix th , 0 . R . , L I I ,  p a r t  1 , IS . 
W illiam s tu rn ed  in  a  r e p o r t  o f  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  th e  day’s 
a c t io n , b u t i t  was vaguely  worded, and he c o n t in u a l ly  used 
th e  f i r s t  person  p lu r a l  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  reg im en t’ s a c t iv ­
i t i e s ,  0 . R , , I ,  p a r t  1 , 256, I t  would seem th a t  Isem inger 
was k i l l e d  v e ry  e a r ly  in  th e  a c t io n , and then  W illiam s took 
over u n t i l  he was wounded. L a te r  in  th e  day Cummins sobered 
up and jo in ed  up w ith  th e  F if te e n th  Iowa, f ig h t in g  as a 
sim ple p r iv a te  s o ld ie r ,  Cummins was m ustered o u t o f  th e  
army on May 20 , 1S62, Belknap, I 5tfa Iowa, S3 ; K cElroy, 
undying P ro c e ss io n . 21,
57J .  L. B ie le r ,  copy o f a  speech made a t  a reu n io n  
o f th e  b a t te r y .  M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h ilo h  N atio n al 
M il i ta ry  P ark .
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58
back to  th e  Purdy Road. Some o f P o nd 's  sk irm ish e rs  d id
have a  r a th e r  w ierd  experience  w ith  C olonel S tephen
H ick s ' F o r t i e th  I l l i n o i s  j u s t  b e fo re  th e  w ith d raw al. S t i l l
c lad  in  t h e i r  p re-w ar b lu e  m i l i t i a  u n ifo rm s, th e  group o f
L ou isianans stum bled upon th e  F é d é ra is . C olonel Hicks
assumed t h a t  th ey  were a p a r ty  o f  l o s t  N o rth e rn e rs ; b u t
some o f  th e  c o lo n e l 's  men suspected  th e  men to  be R eb els .
The c o lo n e l o rdered  h is  s o ld ie r s  to  ho ld  t h e i r  f i r e ,  and he
asked t h e  group to  id e n t i f y  them selves. They r e p l ie d  th a t
th ey  belonged to  an In d ian a  reg im en t, and in  tu rn  asked th e
co lo n e l what o u t f i t  h is  was. Hicks th en  gave th e  command
to  f a l l  back by ” r i ^ h t  o f  companies to  th e  r e a r  in to
colum ns,” and as th e  F éd é ra is  tu rn ed  around and marched o f f ,
P ond 's b lu eco a ted  C onfedera tes speeded t h e i r  w ithdraw al by
59
peppering  th e  F o r t ie th  w ith  m usketry .
58
0 . a., X, p a r t  1 , 516, 255.
59
John T, Hunt, ” Rem iniscences o f  S h ilo h ,” Mis­
ce llan eo u s C o lle c tio n , S h ilo h  N atio n a l M il i ta ry  P ark .
The m i l i t i a  uniform s worn by th e  L o u is ian an s caused them 
much tro u b le  a l l  day lo n g . As M outon's E ig h teen th  Loui­
s ia n a  swarmed in to  McDowell's abandoned camps, scooping 
up tw en ty -n ine  s t r a g g le r s ,  th e  reg im ent was f i r e d  in to  by 
a body o f  C onfedera te  sk irm ish e rs  on t h e i r  r i g h t .  "Oie 
sk irm ish e rs  sim ply m istook th e  b lu e  uniform s o f  th e  Eigh­
te e n th  f o r  F ed era l o u t f i t s .  One p r iv a te  was k i l l e d ,  and 
th re e  p r iv a te s  and C ap ta in  Henry H unting ton , j u s t  re tu rn e d  
from two months s ic k  le a v e , were b ad ly  wounded. 0 . R ., X, 
p a r t  1 , 521. The b rig ad e  was th e n  h a l te d  and r e s te d " f o r  
s e v e ra l  h o u rs , excep ting  th e  C rescen t Regiment, which 
was detached  from th e  group to  go to  th e  a id  o f  th e  T h ir ty -  
e ig h th  Tennessee I n fa n try  Regiment.
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Sherman s e n t  C ap ta in  J .  H. Hammond, o f  h is  s t a f f ,  to  
n o t i f y  Buckland^s reg im en ts to  p u l l  hack . He made i t  to  th e  
S e v e n t ie th 's  and F o r ty - e ig h th 's  commanding o f f i c e r s ,  b u t 
b e fo re  he could  inform  th e  Seventy-second, C olonel Buck­
la n d , on h is  own i n i t i a t i v e ,  o rdered  th e  reg im ent to  r e t r e a t  .
60
to  th e  Purdy Road,
A fte r  abou t two hours o f  s tu b b o rn  f ig h t in g ,  th e  en­
t i r e  F i f th  D iv is io n  was f a l l i n g  back in  some d is o rd e r .
R a i th 's  B rigade was a ls o  t r y in g  to  p u l l  back, under a t ta c k
6l
by R u s s e l l ,  S tew art and Wood, R u sse ll» s  lead  reg im en t, 
th e  Tw elfth  T ennessee, had a com parative ly  easy advance, f o r  
by th e  tim e th ey  a t ta c k e d , th e  I l l i n o i a n s  were a lre a d y  p u ll­
in g  back . They s u f fe re d  a few c a s u a l t ie s  to  r e a r  guard 
f i r e ,  b u t managed to  occupy th e  F ou rth  I l l i n o i s  C avalry  
camp. The T h ir te e n th  advanced on th e  T w e lf th 's  r i g h t ,  
w ith  C olonel Vaughan in te n d in g  to  tu r n  th e  I l l i n o i s  b a t t e r y 's  
l e f t  f la n k .  Advancing tow ard R a i th 's  B rig ad e , th e  regim ent 
began ca tc h in g  heavy musket f i r e .  P r iv a te  B e rt Moore was 
h i t  by a sp en t s lu g , which knocked him o f f  h is  f e e t .  Men 
began dropping f a s t e r  and f a s t e r .  S ergean t John S . Scar­
brough saw h is  b ro th e r ,  Lemuel, drop from a b u l l e t ,  b u t he
60
B ering  and Montgomery. F o r ty -e ig h th  Ohio. 21:
0 . R .,  X, p a r t  1 , 26?, 270. ------- --------------------
61
I b id . , 421; L id d e ll  B a r t , Sherman, 127; Roman, 
B eauregard . I .  290.
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had only  tim e  to  c ry  o u t, " H e llo , Lemuel!" so s w if t  was
62
V au ^ an ’ s C onfederates* pace .
Through a  mix-up in  o rd e r s , M ajor W ingfie ld  went 
wandering o f f  to  th e  l e f t  w ith  fo u r  companies, w h ile  
Vaughan and th e  o th e r  s ix  tu rn ed  th e  co rn er and headed in  
on W aterhouse*s l e f t  f la n k .  The l o s t  sheep became s c a t te re d  
and took heavy c a s u a l t i e s ,  b u t Vaughan and th e  o th e rs  
charged th e  b a t t e r y ,  which was a ttem p tin g  to  r e t r e a t  a t  
th e  same tim e  th e  One hundred f i f t y - f o u r t h  Tennessee was
63
charg ing  head on.
L ie u te n a n t C olonel Enos P. Wood, Seven teen th  I l l i n o i s ,  
had a lre a d y  f a l l e n  back abou t two hundred yards behind  th e  
b a t t e r y 's  p o s i t io n  as th e  Tennesseans b i t  i t ,  and he could  
see th e  S o u th ern ers  h o i s t  th e  " S ta rs  and Bars " above th e  
cap tured  p ie c e s .  L ie u te n a n t A lexander T. D avis, Company K, 
grabbed a r i f l e  from one o f  h is  wounded men and b ro u g h t 
down the  c o lo r  b e a re r .  The reg im en t continued f a l l i n g  back 
u n t i l  i t  reached  G eneral McClemand and th e  r e s t  o f  th e
62
0 . R . , X, p a r t  1 , 425; Lemuel Scarbrough, " S h ilo h ,"  
M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  R a tio n a l M il i ta ry  P ark ,
63
I b id . ;  Vaughan, P erso n a l Record of th e  T h ir te e n th  
Regimen t , Te^ e s s e e  I n f a n t r y . Ife; Samuel I^ ti^ o H S T s "  w ife , 
A p ril 12, 1862, C onfederate  C o lle c t io n . I t  i s  n o t c e r ta in  
i f  C olonel Vaughan c u t a c ro s s , b eh in d , o r  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  
Tw elfth T ennessee 's  advance. The Twenty-second Tennessee 
In fa n try  a p p a re n tly  fo llow ed along  c lo se  behind Vaughan 
in  th e  ch a rg e , R obert H. Wood to  h is  f a th e r ,  James Wood,
June 1, 1S62, U n iv e rs ity  o f  Tennessee L ib ra ry , K n o x v ille , 
Tennessee, ’
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d iv is io n .
Wood's and S te w a r t 's  B rigades were supposed to  have 
jo in ed  in  w ith  R u sse ll and Johnson in  t h i s  advance, b u t 
bo th  had been delayed by some p e c u lia r  c ircu m stan ces . 
S te w a r t 's  Second B rig ad e , from l e f t  to  r i g h t ,  th e  F i f th  
T ennessee, L ieu ten an t C olonel C. V enable; T h ir ty - th i r d  
T ennessee, C olonel A. W, Campbell; T h ir te e n th  A rkansas, 
L ieu ten an t C olonel A, D. Grayson; and th e  F o u rth  Tennessee, 
C olonel Rufus îîee ly , formed up on th e  main P i t ts b u r g  Road, 
beginn ing  i t s  forw ard movement about 7 A. M. Advancing 
about e ig h t  hundred y a rd s , th e  tro o p s  dropped t h e i r  knap­
sack s , and th e n  resumed t h e i r  march. As th e  F i f t h  Tenne­
ssee  passed  F ra le y 's  F ie ld  one o f Sherm an's b a t t e r i e s  opened 
f i r e  on Venable and h is  men. One p r iv a te  was k i l l e d ,  an o th er
65
wounded, and th e  f l a g s t a f f  sev e red . S tew art con tinued
moving forw ard u n t i l  G eneral A lb e rt S idney Johnston  came
r id in g  up and d ire c te d  him to  su p p o rt B ragg. The C onfederate
commander l e f t ,  and S tew art hastened  to  execu te  h is  
66
o rd e r .
64o. R .,  X, p a r t  1 , I 4I .
I b i d . . 433» 427 . W aterhouse 's B a tte ry  p robab ly  
had th e  b e s t  sh o t a t  th e  F i f t h ,  and th e  James r i f l e s  could 
have dropped a s h e l l  t h a t  f a r ,  b u t Venable s a id  th a t  a 
cannon b a l l  s tru c k  the f l a g s t a f f .  Perhaps i t  was a dud 
s h e l l .
^^ibid.
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As h is  Arkansas reg im ent reached  th e  camp of the
Fourth  I l l i n o i s ,  heavy f i r e  broke o u t. Union gunners were
sp o ra d ic a lly  s h e l l in g  G ibson 's  Brigade behind and s l i g h t ly
e a s t  of S te w a r t 's  u n i t .  An exploding n r o je c t i l e  m o rta lly
67
wounded a p r iv a te  in  Company D, T h ir te e n th  A rkansas;
an o th er b u rs t  k i l l e d  f iv e  e n l is te d  men in  th e  T h ir te e n th  
68
L ouisiana; s t i l l  an o th er s h e l l  badly wounded C aptain
69
William A. Crawford, Company E, F i r s t  A rkansas.
The whole b rigade was g e t t in g  r e s t l e s s  and a b i t
nervous when suddenly P riv a te  A, V, V ertner came r id in g
toward th e  F ou rth  L ouisiana w ith  a U. S. f la g  draped around
h is  w ais t and a Yankee cap on h is  head. V ertn e r, a form er
member of Company G, F ou rth  L o u isian a , had been detached
from th e  company s in ce  June th e  p rev ious y e a r , and was
now se rv in g  as an o rd e rly  to  G eneral W illiam J .  H ardee.
Someone y e l le d ,  "H ere 's your Yankee," and a hundred guns
in s ta n t ly  were le v e le d  a t  th e  horseman. V ertn er and h is
h orse  went down, r id d le d  w ith  b u l le ts  befo re  anyone 
70
recogn ized  him.
57
I b id . . 430.
68
R ichardson, "War As I  Saw I t , " 99.
69
0. H ., X, p a r t  1 , 487.
70
Thomas C. Robertson to  m other, A p ril 9 , 1862, 
Thomas Chinn Robertson Papers; R ichardson, "War As I  Saw 
I t , "  99.
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Some of th e  L o u is ian an s ' sh o ts  h i t  S te w a r t 's  
B rigade, p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  T h ir te e n th  A rkansas. C aptain  
H, ¥ . Murphy, Company C, was k i l l e d ,  and C aptain  S . B. 
Lambert, Company A, L ieu ten an ts  J ,  C. H a ll and B, M. 
.Hopkins, Company A., and s e v e ra l  p r iv a te s  were wounded. 
Assuming th ey  had been o u tf lan k e d , S te w a r t 's  Arkansans 
re tu rn e d  th e  f i r e  w ith  en thusiasm . T heir musket b a l ls  
raked  th e  Fourth  L ouisiana w ith  deadly e f f e c t .  Colonel 
Henry ¥ . A llen , fu tu re  governor of L o u is ian a , re p o r te d  th a t
i t  was "a t e r r i b l e  blow to  th e  reg im en t; f a r  more t e r r i b l e
71
th a n  any in f l i c t e d  by th e  enemy. " B riv a te  Thomas Chinn 
Robertson re p o r te d  th a t  one hundred and f iv e  members of the 
reg im ent down from th e  A rkansans' f i r e .  Colonel G ibson 's 
h o rse  was a ls o  h i t ,  and th e  b rig ad e  commander was some­
what shaken up, but he q.uickly ordered  C olonel A lle n 's
72
reg im ent to  f a l l  back and re fo rm . L ieu ten an t Colonel
Grayson f i n a l l y  calmed h is  T h ir te e n th  A rkansas, but
p rec io u s m inutes were lo s t  b e fo re  th e  u n i t  was ab le  to
move forw ard ag a in , thus th e  advance of th e  e n t i r e  brigade 
73
was d is ru p te d .
71
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 489.
72
Thomas Chinn R obertson to  m other, A p ril 9» 1862, 
Thomas Chirm R obertson Papers.
73
p a r t 1 , 409, 430.
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Stew art soon had h is  men moving forw ard ag a in , bnt
R a i th 's  I l l in o ia n s  were a lre a d y  f a l l i n g  back to  l in k  up
74
w ith  th e  r e s t  of G eneral McClemand*s D iv is io n . Wood’s
Brigade moved up on S te w a rt’s r ig h t ,  but a ls o  had tro u b le
making co n tac t w ith  th e  I l l in o i a n s .  A fte r  r e s is ta n c e
d escrib ed  as " n o t s t r o n g ," h is  brigade advanced in to  Colonel 
75
R a ith  s camps.
A ll s iz  Confederate b rigades now moved forw ard toward 
th e  new Union defensive  s e t-u p , e s ta b lis h e d  along th e  n o r th ­
ern  s id e  of th e  Review F ie ld ,  a t  th e  c ro ssro ad s  of th e  
C orinth-Purdy Roads, and on up along th e  Purdy Road.
74
Ib id . . 430.
75
I b i d . . 597, 598, 600.
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CHAPTER IX 
THE BATTLE SPREADS
The P ed era l defense was crum bling n o t only on th e  
r ig h t  and c e n te r ,  but a ls o  on th e  extrem e l e f t ,  f o r  Hardee 
was beginning to  make b r ig a d e -s iz e d  a t ta c k s  on Colonel 
Peabody*s B rigade, r e s t in g  ju s t  so u th e a s t of th e  Bark Road, 
n ea r th e  road  touch ing  th e  Rhea F ie ld  fe n ce . From l e f t  to  
r ig h t  th e  i c i l y  tem pered Colonel Peabody p laced  what was 
l e f t  of th e  S ix te e n th  W isconsin, Colonel Benjamin A llen ; 
T w e n ty -f irs t M isso u ri, L ieu ten an t Colonel Humphrey ¥ood- 
yard ; T w elfth  M ichigan, Colonel F ra n c is  Quinn; and th e  
T w e n ty -fif th  M isso u ri, L ieu ten an t Colonel Robert Van Horn.
Since th e  form ing of t h i s  p o s i t io n  around 7 :30  A. M., 
a f t e r  i t s  w ithdraw al from S eay 's  F ie ld  a re a , th e  W esterners 
had been ca tch in g  f a i r l y  heavy f i r e  from S haver’s B rigadé, 
and, to  a le s s e r  e x te n t,  from t h e i r  f i r s t  fo e . Wood's 
B rigade. For some reaso n  th e  l a t t e r  o rg a n iz a tio n  appears 
to  have made a s in g u la r ly  slow advance, th u s  S h av er 's  
Brigade d id  most o f th e  f ig h t in g  a long  th e  Rhea F ie ld .
C aptain  C harles S w e tt 's  B a tte ry  onened up w ith  i t s
1
6 and 12-pound guns as S h av er 's  in f a n tr y  moved fo rw ard . 
S h av er 's  o rder of advance was th e  Seventh A rkansas, L ieu­
te n a n t C olonel John Dean; Second A rkansas, C olonel D aniel 
C. G-ovan; S ix th  A rkansas, Colonel A lexander Hawthorn; and
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 574.
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2
T hird  C onfedera te , C olonel John Marmaduhe, The Southern
in f a n t r y  he ld  t h e i r  f i r e ,  advancing in  a  f a i r l y  t i g h t
l i n e a r  fo rm atio n .
Seventeen year old P r iv a te  Henry P ark er, Company E,
S ix th  A rkansas, wore some v io le t s  in  h is  cap, n a iv e ly
rem arked, Perhapfe th e  Yanks w on 't shoot me i f  they  see
me w earing such f lo w e rs , f o r  th ey  a re  a  s ig n  of p eace ."
U n fo rtu n a te ly  young P a rk e r 's  id e a  d id  n o t work, and he
3
ended up w ith  a badly  smashed f o o t .
Prawn up in  double l i n e s ,  Peabody 's s o ld ie r s  w a ited . 
L ieu ten an t Van Horn delayed g iv in g  an o rd er u n t i l  th e  Rebels 
were c lo se  enough, and he gave th e  command; " A tte n tio n , 
b a t t a l io n —ready-"a im —f i r e  I " The b la s t  of r i f l e  f i r e  
stopped th e  C o n fed e ra te s ' charge co ld , and th e  su rv iv in g  
S ou therners e i th e r  f e l l  back o r took  co v er. But now i t  tias 
th e  n o r th e rn e r s ' tu rn  to  s u f f e r ,  a s  th e  Confederate s o ld ie r s  
raked  th e i r  l in e  w ith  m usketry . Van H orn 's men h e ld , but 
C onfederate tro o p s  tu rn ed  the  r ig h t  of th e  b rig ad e , and 
soon th e  P ed e ra ls  were f a l l i n g  back to  a new p o s it io n  in  
f r o n t  of t h e i r  camp s i t e ,  but now Colonel Peabody vras
2
I b i d . , 573* The C o n fe d e ra te  t a b l e  o f  o rg a n iz a ­
t i o n  f o r  S h ilo h  l i s t e d  th e  P i f t h  A rk an sas  a s  p a r t  o f t h i s  
b r ig a d e ,  and i t  a l s o  l i s t e d  th e  P i l lo w  P ly in g  A r t i l l e r y  
a s  p a r t  o f S h a v e r 's  B r ig a d e . 0 . R . , Z, p a r t  1 , 383 , 
S h a v e r 's  r e p o r t  m en tio n ed  n e i t h e r  u n i t  a s  b e in g  in  h i s  
command d u r in g  th e  b a t t l e .  The two u n i t s  a r e  n o t  l i s t e d  
i n  any  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t s ,  n o r  i n  any  o f th e  s o u rc e s  t h i s  
w r i t e r  c o n s u l te d .
3
S ta n le y ,  A u to b io g ra n h y . I 8 7 , 19 3 .
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no lo n g e r a lo n e . His l e f t  was p ro te c te d  by th e  r e s t  of th e
d iv is io n , M i l le r 's  Brigade-, deployed along th e  so u th  end of
th e  Spain F ie ld ;  and th e re  were two supporting  a r t i l l e r y
b a t t e r i e s  as  w e ll . H unch's and H ich e n lc o p e r 's . From l e f t
to  r i g h t .  M ille r  a rranged  h is  E ig h te en th  W isconsin, Colonel
James Alban; S i x t y - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s ,  Colonel Jacob F ry ; and
th e  E ig h teen th  M isso u ri, l ie u te n a n t  Colonel Isaac  P r a t t .
I t  was a good p o s i t io n ,  s in ce  an^’- advancing C onfederate
tro o p s  would have to  come up a  sharp  s lo p e , w hile Hicken-
lo o p e r 's  B a tte ry , lo c a te d  ju s t  to  th e  r ig h t  r e a r  of the
b rig ad e , dropped ex p lo s iv es  on t h e i r  heads, Peabody's
Brigade was deployed on th e  o th e r  s id e  of th e  E a s te rn
C orin th  Hoad, w ith  î-îunch's F i r s t  M innesota B a tte ry
im m ediately to  t h e i r  r e a r .  There was a plowed f i e l d  and a
few s c a t te re d  t r e e s  in  f r o n t .  The in fa n try  had th e
p ro te c t io n  of a s l i g h t  sw ell in  th e  ground along th e  edge 
A-
of th e  t r e e s .
Around 8 A. M., Peabody's a lre a d y  b a tte re d  men were 
s tru c k  ag a in  by S h av e r 's  B rigade, which was supported  by 
th e  r ig h t  reg im en ts of G eneral wood's o u t f i t .  At th e  same
4
Morton, "A Boy a t  S h ilo h ,"  60; Heed, S h ilo h . 6 0 ,6l ;  
S tan ley , A utobiography. 189, 190. I t  was a t  t h i s  p o in t th a t  
G eneral A. S. Johnston  helped  r a l l y  some of S h av e r 's  men, 
who were d iso rg an ized  by th e  heavy Union f i r e .  Holand,
A lb e r t Sidney Johnston . 331; Heed,. S h ilo h . 58-60; Andrew 
H ickenlooper, “The B a ttle  of S h ilo h , " Sketches of War 
H isto ry  I 86I - I 865 : Papers P repared f o r  th e  Qommanderyof t h e . 
S ta te  of Ohio. M il i ta ry  Order of th e  Loyal Legion of th e  
U nited S ta te s . V (-C incinnati: ■ I 903 ). 4 Ï5 .
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time M ille r  -was h i t  by G ladden’s F i r s t  B rigade, (from
l e f t  to  r i g h t ,  th e  T w en ty -fifth  Alabama, Colonel John
heomis; Twenty-second Alabama, Colonel 2ach Deas; Twenty-
f i r s t  Alabama, l ie u te n a n t  Colonel S tew art Cayce; F i r s t
L o u isian a , Colonel D aniel Adams; and th e  T w enty-six th
Alabama, Colonel John C o l ta r t )  advancing p a r a l l e l  to  and
on both  s id e s  of the  E as te rn  C orin th  Road; and p a r t  of
Chalmers* "High P re ssu re"  B rigade, moving up on G ladden 's •
5
r ig h t ,  by order of G eneral W ithers.
Gladden sen t R o b e rtso n 's  F lo rid a  B a tte ry  in to  
a c tio n  to  g ive adequate covering  f i r e  f o r  th e  a t ta c k .  The 
advancing C onfederate in f a n try  began to  waver under th e  
sharp f i r e  from P re n tiss*  D iv is io n , and th e  b a t te ry  soon 
began ca tch in g  s c a t te re d  r i f l e  f i r e ,  l ie u te n a n t  S, H,
Dent and C aptain F e lix  R obertson took  th e  f i r s t  s e c tio n  
of th e  l e t t e r ' s  F lo rid a  b a t te ry  in to  w ith in  one hundred 
and f i f t y  yards of P re n tis s*  l in e  before going in to  
a c tio n . R if le  f i r e  chopped se v e re ly  a t  th e  b a t te ry , but 
i t s  f i r e  v ig o ro u s ly  punished th e  men of G eneral P r e n t i s s '
p
0, R ., X, p a r t  1 , 532, Chalm ers' Brigade i s  
u su a lly  r e f e r r e d  to  sim ply a s  th e  "M iss iss ip p i B rigade" 
or th e  "High P ressu re"  B rigade, J ,  C, R i e t t i ,  H is to ry  
of th e  M is s is s ip p i R if le s .  10 th  M is s is s ip p i Regiment. 
(Glasgow: H, d . ) , 1 ,  2; Rowland. O f f ic ia l  and S t a t i s t i c a l  
R e g is te r  ̂ 599- The T w enty-six th  Alabama ims supposed to  
be on G ladden 's l e f t ,  but th e y  were crowded out of t h e i r  
p o s it io n  by some of S h av er 's  men. l ie u te n a n t  W illiam 
Chadwick w ise ly  decided to  q u ick ly  s h i f t  h is  regim ent 
around to  G ladden 's r i g h t ,  ' i n  t h i s  new p o s it io n  i t  
took p a r t  in  th e  charge. 0, R ., X, p a r t  1 , 545.
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6
D iv is io n ,
M il le r ’s in fa n try  p e rm itted  G ladden 's hungry, muddy
s o ld ie r s  to  advance up the  slope to  about one hundred
yards range before squeezing t h e i r  t r ig g e r s .  Men began to
go down a l l  around. The momentum of th e  a t ta c k  broke down,
and a stubborn f i r e  f ig h t  qu ick ly  developed. Some of the
S outherners began d r i f t in g  toward th e  r e a r ,  but th e
o f f ic e r s  went to  work r a l ly in g  them* One o f f ic e r  po in ted
a t  R o b ertso n 's  guns and yelled ,"M en do no t d isg rac e  your-
7
se lv e s  by d e s e r tin g  those  brave f e l lo w s ."  Thanks to  h is  
i n i t i a t i v e  and th e  e f f o r t s  of o th e r o f f ic e r s ,  th e  w ith ­
draw al soon h a l te d .
Chalm ers' "High P ressu re  B rigade" a t ta c k  a ls o  de­
veloped some problem s. Prom l e f t  to  r ig h t  h is  o rd er of 
advance was: th e  F ifty -se co n d  Tennessee, Colonel Benjamin 
Lea; F i f th  M is s is s ip p i, Colonel A lb e rt Fant; H inth 
M is s is s ip p i, L ieu ten an t Colonel W illiam Rankin; Seventh 
M is s is s ip p i, L ieu ten an t Colonel Hamilton Mayson; and the  
Tenth M is s is s ip p i, Colonel Robert Smith; w ith  C ap tain
6
S. H. Dent to  w ife , A p ril 9 , 1862, S h ilo h -C o rin th  
C o lle c tio n . Bragg accompanied G ladden 's Brigade in  t h i s  
a t ta c k .  Reed, S h iloh . 73. P riv a te  Leander S t i l lw e l l ,  
S ix ty - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s ,  commented on th e  ex ac t way th e  
S ou therners advanced in  "e x ce llen t o r d e r , " an unknowing 
t r ib u te  to  the  ex ce llen ce  of B ragg 's t r a in in g  of G eneral 
G ladden 's reg im en ts . S t i l lw e l l ,  Common S o ld ie r . 4 5 .
7
S. H. Dent to  w ife , A p ril 9 , 1862, S h ilo h -C o rin th  
C o lle c tio n ; Hugh W. Henry to  p a re n ts , A p ril 10, 1862, 
S h ilo h -C o rin th  C o lle c tio n .
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C harles G age's Alabama B a tte ry  p ro v id in g  cover f i r e .  The 
M iss is s ip p ia n s  advanced to  w ith in  one hundred and f i f t y  
yards of th e  to p  of th e  slope befo re  Chalmers ordered a 
h a l t .  At h is  n ex t o rd e r , th e  f iv e  reg im en ts began h i t t i n g  
th e  E ig h teen th  W isconsin and S ix t y - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s  w ith  
m usketry . Men dropped on both  s id e s  from cannon and r i f l e  
f i r e .  The horse of Colonel B. J .  Lea, B ifty-seo 'ond Tennessee,
was sho t from under him, as a ls o  was th e  anim al of th e  r e g -
8
im en ta l m ajor, Thomas G. Bundle. A f te r  a few rounds, th e
order was g iven to  f i x  bayonets and ch arg e . Somehow only
th e  Tenth M is s is s ip p i heard  t h i s  command, so th a t  reg im ent
charged toward M i l l e r 's  l in e  by i t s e l f .  The M is s is s ip p ia n s ,
th re e  hundred and s ix ty  s tro n g , minus a  few c a s u a l t ie s  in  the
p a s t few m in u tes ' f i r i n g ,  h i t  th e  W isconsin re g im e n t's  l in e
w ith  enough fo rce  to  ro u t  th e  N o rth e rn e rs . As the  E ig h teen th
broke, P r iv a te  i'lica jah  W ilkinson “gave i t  to  one old blue
b e lly  about where h is  suspenders c ro ssed , sending him to  
9
e t e r n i t y . "
-----------------5 ---------------
Colonel Lea ifas badly in ju re d  by h is  f a l l  and was 
c a r r ie d  o f f  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  Major Bundle seems to  have 
been in ju re d  a ls o  a t  t h i s  tim e, and L ieu ten an t Colonel
H. 3. O liv er was no t p re s e n t,  th u s  C aptain  Andrew Wilson 
took  command. W illiam H osier to  B, W. Beed, December 11, 
1912, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N atio n a l M ili ta ry  
Park.
9
0. B ., X, p a r t  1 , 548; M icajah W ilkinson to  h is  
b ro th e r , A p ril 16, 1862, M ittajah W ilkinson P apers, Loui- 
sana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  A rch ives.
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C olonel John O liver and h is  F if te e n th  M ichigan 
a r r iv e d  a t  th e  Locust Grove, to  th e  l e f t  of th e  E ig h teen th  
W isconsin, j u s t  a s  Chalm ers' men moved in  fo r  th e  charge. 
O liv e r’ s reg im ent had landed  only a couple of hours e a r l i e r  
and had n o t been issu ed  ammunition. But he headed fo r  the  
f ro n t  anTway, hoping to  p ick  up some c a r t r id g e s  en ro u te . 
F inding h im se lf  about to  be caught in  Chalm ers’ a t ta c k .  Col­
onel O liver ordered h is  men to  f i x  bayonets, a s  i f  to  charge 
th e  approaching M is s is s ip p ia n s ; but O liver w ise ly  r e ­
considered  and ordered th e  reg im ent to  about f a c e , and they  
re tu rn e d  to  th e  Landing, where th ey  were ab le  to  f in d
c a r t r id g e s .  The Seventh and K inth  M is s is s ip p i were q u ick ly
10
ordered by Chalmers to  fo llo w  the  Tenth.
G ladden’s and Shaver’s men were a lso  p re ss in g  the 
F éd éra is  back, and th e  S ou therners began to  scen t v ic to ry . 
Gladden gave o rd ers  f o r  an o th e r  ch a rg e , and he rode forw ard 
to  lead  i t ,  when an a id e .  C aptain  S co tt of M obile, Alabama, 
n o tic ed  th e  g e n e ra l dropped h is  b r id le .  His ho rse  moving 
a few s te p s  f a r th e r ,  th e  f i f ty -o n e  y ea r old Gladden r e ­
quested  h is  a id e  to  h e lp  him o ff  th e  an im al. P o in tin g  to  h is  
l e f t  arm, he q u ie t ly  rem arked, " I  am a f r a id  i t  i s  a se rio u s  
h u r t . "  C aptain  S co tt examined th e  arm and found i t  n ear 
th e  shou lder a sh a tte re d  mass of f l e s h  and bone. An
10
C aptain  James S lig h  to  h is  w ife , A p ril 7, 
1862, James ¥ . S lig h  P apers, M ichigan H is to r ic a l  C o llec­
t io n ,  U n iv e rs ity  of M ichigan; Reed, S h ilo h . 60, 61;
0, R ., X, p a r t  1, 548.
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ambulance q u ick ly  took  th e  m o rta lly  -wounded commander away 
from th e  f i r i n g  a re a . The in ju re d  lim b was am putated in  
a f i e l d  h o s p i ta l  a  fe-w days l a t e r  by Doctor Chappin, The 
stump f a i l e d  to  h e a l, rem aining in  a  ‘V ery u n h ea lth y  and 
dangerous s t a t e ,  and a f t e r  a  few days of s u f fe r in g , gan­
grene supervened, and dea th  f i n a l l y  r e l ie v e d  him of h is  
11
s u f f e r in g s .“ He d ied  on A p ril 12.
G ladden’s se n io r  o f f ic e r ,  D aniel Adams, q u ick ly  took
command when Gladden re c e iv e d  h is  wound. The co lo n e l of th e
F i r s t  L ou isiana continued  p re ss in g  in  on M ille r . Union f i r e
was very  d e s t ru c t iv e ,  and ag a in  th e  b rigade f a l t e r e d .
Adams se ized  th e  b a t t l e  f la g  from th e  c o lo r  b e a re r  of th e
F i r s t  L ou isiana and, w ith  a  c ry  f o r  th e  men to  fo llo w  him,
12
g alloped  fo rw ard . A w ild  Heb e l y e l l  rang o u t, and 
according to  Andrew H ickenlooper, F i f th  Ohio H a tte ry , causing
11
“The Death of G eneral G ladden ,“ Unsigned sk e tch  
in  Miss C o t t r i l l ' s  Scrapbook, Alabama Department of A rchives 
and H is to ry . According to  an  u n id e n tif ie d  p r iv a te  in  th e  
T w enty-siz th  Alabama, G eneral G ladden’s l a s t  words were,"Go 
on my brave boys, th ey  have h i t  old dad. I  know you w i l l  
d riv e  every Yankee befo re  you in to  th e  Tennessee H iv e r .“ 
"H istory of th e  26 th  A labam a," S h ilo h -C o rin th  C o lle c tio n . 
Gladden s arm was crushed by a cannon b a l l ,  or more probably  
by a la rg e  s h e l l  fragm ent. Colonel Deas, who ended up 
commanding th e  b rigade l a t e r ,  sa id  Gladden was h i t  by a 
"can n o n -b a ll."  0. R ,, X, p a r t  1, 538. Adams sa id  Gladden 
was h i t  by a  cannon sh o t. I b id . . 536. H icken looper’s 
two 6-pound smoothbores f i r e d  c a n is te r ,  bo th  s in g le  and 
double ch a rg es . The James r i f l e s  f i r e d  sh rap n e l. H icken­
lo o p e r, ’’S h ilo h , " 420. Munch’s fo u r  r i f l e s  f i r e d  ex p lo siv e  
s h e l l  or case sh o t, and h is  two h o w itzers  f i r e d  c a n i s t e r .
In  a l l  p ro b a b i l i ty .  Gladden was h i t  by a p iece  of b u r s t ­
ing  s h e l l .  Ezra Warner s a id  G eneral Gladden was h i t  by a
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"an in v o ltin ta ry  t h r i l l  of t e r r o r  to  pass l ik e  an  e l e c t r i c
13
shock th rough  even th e  b ra v e s t h e a r ts "  of P r e n t i s s ' men.
Colonel Peabody rode up and down th e  l i n e ,  cry ing
out to  h is  men, "Lexington, men; L exington; remember Lex- 
14
in g to n i"  L ieu ten an t Colonel C assius F a ir c h i ld ,  S ix te e n th
'W isconsin, went down w ith  a jagged ho le  in  h is  th ig h , w hile
reg im en ta l commander Ben A lle n 's  ho rse  was sho t from under
him. Someone found A llen  a second an im al, but before he
15could mount it was killed.
P riv a te  C harles M orton, T w en ty -fif th  M isso u ri, f l in c h e d  
as  a  r ic o c h e tin g  s lu g  drove wood s p l in te r s  in to  h is  neck.
A s o l id  sho t to re  th rough  th e  t r e e s ,  dropping tw ig s and 
le a v e s  on th e  men. A cannon sho t landed  in  a mud h o le , 
s p a t te r in g  s o ld ie r s  w ith  jagged iro n  s p l in te r s  and c lods of 
Tennessee d i r t .  The men could  s tand  no more. What vras l e f t  
of th e  b rigade began heading f o r  th e  r e a r ,  Peabody's r i d e r ­
le s s  ho rse  fo llo w in g  them, h is  m a s te r 's  l i f e l e s s  body
fragm ent. Warner, G enerals in  Gray. 107.
12
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 286 .
13
H ickenlooper, "S h ilo h ,"  415, P ro te c te d  by th e  
f i r e  of C aptain  C harles S w e tt 's  M is s is s ip p i B a tte ry , 
S h av e r 's  Brigade a ls o  advanced. 0. R ,, X, p a r t  1 , 574.
The S h ilo h  N atio n a l M il i ta ry  Park m arkers in d ic a te  th a t  th e  
Seventh A rkansas c o l l id e d  head on w ith  th e  T w en ty -fifth  
M issouri on and along  th e  ro ad .
14
Morton, "A Boy a t  S h i lo h ," 60.
15
0, R ., X, p a r t  1, 286.
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spraw led somewhere along th e  p o s it io n  th a t  he had so
16
g a l l a n t ly  defended.
The rem ainder of M i l l e r 's  Brigade gave way a l s o ,  and 
th e  trium phan t S ou therners swarmed in to  th e  S ix th  D iv i­
s io n 's  camp a re a . What l i t t l e  fo rm ations th e  C onfederates 
r e ta in e d  tiras com pletely  broken by th e  t e n t s  and wagons in  
th e  camp a re a , a s  th e  scream ing Rebels poured th rough .
D re n tis s ' h ea d q u a rte rs  were occupied, and some p r iv a te s  from
17
th e  F i r s t  L ou isiana  " scooped u p ” seven Union f l a g s .
Some of th e  slow er running  Yanks were grabbed up by th e
ch arg in g  C o n fed era tes . As he headed f o r  th e  r e a r .  P r iv a te
Leander S t i l l w e l l ,  S ix t y - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s ,  saw men in  brovrn
and g ray  c lo th e s  running th ro u g h  a camp on h is  r i g h t .  He
a ls o  saw som ething th a t  se n t a  c h i l l  running  through him—
"a kind  of f l a g  I  had never seen  b e fo re , . . .  a  gaudy s o r t
of th in g , w ith  red  b a r s , " n o t s ix ty  yards away in  th e  hands
of a c o lo r  b e a re r . Suddenly young S t i l lw e l l  r e a l iz e d  th a t
18
f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  h is  l i f e  he had seen a  Rebel f l a g .
Some of th e  S ou therners ran  forw ard so f a s t  th a t  
th e y  were caught in  th e  l in e  of f i r e  from t h e i r  own 
b a t t e r i e s .  The T w enty-six th  Alabama became en tang led  in
1 5
M orton, "A Boy a t  S h i lo h ,” 60, 61.
17
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 537.
18
S t i l l w e l l ,  Common S o ld ie r . 45, 46 .
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th e  te n t  se c tio n  of M il le r ’s camp, lo s in g  t h e i r  m ajor, J* S,
G arvin, by an ezn lod ing  s h e l l ,  probably f i r e d  by a  Oonfed- 
19
e ra te  b a t te ry .  l ie u te n a n t  S. H. Dent, of R obertson ’s
B a tte ry , was fo rc ed  to  order h is  guns to  cease f i r i n g  in
o rder to  keep from h i t t in g  h is  own men, so f a s t  was th e i r
advance. R obertson ’s men q u ick ly  lim bered up t h e i r  b a t te ry
and galloped  th rough  the  camp. The wheels of one gun ra n
over th e  body of one of M il le r ’s f a l l e n  s o ld ie r s ,  crush ing
him to  a bloody pu lp . Taking a new p o s it io n  on th e  n o rth e rn
sid e  of th e  camp, th e  b a t te ry  im m ediately unlim bered and
reopened f i r e  a t  some Yanks who were try in g  to  r a l l y  and
20
form a new l i n e .
P r e n t i s s ’ b a t te ry  commanders f r a n t i c a l l y  h itc h ed
t h e i r  teams to  t h e i r  guns, g e t t in g  e ig h t of them away s a fe ly ,
but th e  charging  Rebels grabbed up fo u r , two from each 
21
b a t te ry .  This would-be N orthern r a l l y  was q u ick ly  d is ­
persed  under a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  and th e  F éd éra is  w ithdrew  ac ro ss  
Barnes* F ie ld , heading in  th e  d i r e c t io n  of H u rlb u t’s
D iv is io n , where th ey  were ordered  to  f a l l  back by o rders
22
of G eneral P re n t is s .
19
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 545.
20
S. H. Dent to  w ife , A p ril 9, 1862, S h ilo h -C o rin th  
C o lle c tio n .
21
Reed, S h iloh . 59.
22
Morton, "A Boy a t  S h ilo h ,"  62; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 
537, 383, 284, 286; S t i l lw e l l ,  Common S o ld ie r . ?6 . See Reed, 
S h ilo h , f o r  an o th er v e rs io n , 59, 60.
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In  th e  confusion  o f b a t t l e ,  F a th e r Thomas Brady, of
D e tro it ,  M ichigan, Chaplain of th e  F if te e n th  M ichigan, rode
around look ing  fo r  h is  reg im en t. He saw a body of men c lo se
by and asked them i f  they  could  t e l l  him where th e  F if te e n th
Michigan was lo c a te d . U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  men in  q u es tio n
happened to  be C onfedera tes, Irishm en, probably  from Adam’s
F i r s t  L ou isiana Regiment. Recognizing Brady as a p r i e s t ,
th e  s o ld ie r s  p o l i t e ly  to ld  him they  d id  n o t know where h is
regim ent was, and th ey  l e t  him tu rn  h is  horse around and
23
r id e  s a fe ly  toward th e  Landing and f r ie n d ly  tro o p s .
To th e  thousands of C onfederate s o ld ie r s  who tr iu m ­
phan tly  swarmed over th e  camps of B re n tis s  and Sherman, th e  
b a t t l e  must have seemed v i r t u a l l y  over. Had they  no t seen 
e n t i r e  reg im en ts of F éd é ra is  broken and running? How i t  was 
tim e to  enjoy th e  f r u i t s  of v ic to ry —th e  uniform s, b oo ts , 
r i f l e s ,  and most of a l l  th e  food l e f t  behind by th e  v a c a tin g  
Yanks, Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of Southerners l e f t  
t h e i r  com panies, b a t ta l io n s  and reg im en ts , fann ing  out to  
p lunder. Happy s o ld ie r s  grabbed c ra c k e rs , cheese , n u ts ,
app les and b i s c u i t s ,  munching b l i s s f u l ly  away, w hile look ing
24-
around f o r  more v a lu ab le  goods, or so u v en irs  such as  " b e l ts ,  
sa sh es , swords, o f f i c e r s ’ un ifo rm s, Yankee l e t t e r s .
23
James S lig h  to  w ife , A p ril 17, 1862, James ¥ .
S lig h  P apers.
24
T. H. Peebles to  w ife , A p ril 17» 1862, C onfederate 
V eteran . XVI (June, I 908) , 281.
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daguerreo types of Yankee sw ee th ea rts , l ik e n e s s e s  of G rant,
25
B u e ll, Smith, P re n t is s ,  M cC lellan, L i n c o l n ,a n d  th e  l i k e .
One Rebel s o ld ie r  found some p ik e s , te n  to  tw elve f e e t
long , w ith  curved k n ife  b lad es in  th e  ends. P riv a te  George
Bryan found a  dozen s e ts  of b re a s tp la te s  (body armour) in  
26
Sherman’s camp.
S tra g g lin g  caused by th e  lo o tin g  ;fas t e r r i f i c ,  and
th e  C onfederate brigade and d iv is io n a l  commanders found i t
d i f f i c u l t  to  g e t o rd e rs , f o r  th e  i n i t i a l  p la n  of a t ta c k  was
ra p id ly  c o lla p s in g . I t  proved im possib le f o r  Polk, Hardee,
or Bragg to  ad eq u a te ly  d i r e c t  t h e i r  u n i ts  when stru n g  out
along a th re e  m ile f r o n t .  P in a lly  Polk managed to  lo c a te
■Bragg, and in  a qu ick  b a t t l e f i e l d  conference th e  two corps
commanders decided to  d iv id e  up th e  b a t t l e f i e l d ;  th e  Bishop
27
took  th e  c e n te r ;  Bragg to o k  th e  l e f t ;  and Hardee th e  l e f t .
A fte r  t h e i r  pre-dawn conference a t  army h e a d q u a rte rs , 
Johnston and Beauregard were busy d ir e c t in g  th e  movement of 
tro o p s  fo n '/a rd . At 6:40 A. M., Johnston l e f t  h ead q u a rte rs ,
25
C harles James Johnson to  w ife , A p ril  11, 1862.
26
George Bryan, "Handcuffs on Manassas B a t t le ­
f i e l d , "  C onfederate V eteran . ZIV ( Ju ly , 1906), 304; 
Jordan , The Campaign and B a tt le  of S h ilo h ,"  278.
27
S tan ley , A utobiography. 191; W illiam s, P. G. T*_ 
Beauregard. 135; Comte Be P a r is ,  H isto ry  of th e  cT v il War 
in  America. I ,  547; Jordan, "The Campaign and B a ttle  of 
S h ilo h ," 278, 393.
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and accompanied by M s s t a f f ,  rode to  th e  f r o n t .  A ttach ing
h im self to  W ith e rs ' D iv is io n , Johnston helped  d i r e c t  th a t
28
u n i t  in  i t s  forw ard movement on P r e n t i s s ’ camp, w hile 
Beauregard rem ained in  th e  r e a r .
At 9î35 A.M., w ith  most of th e  army su c c e s s fu lly  
moving fo rw ard , Beauregard decided  to  e s ta b l i s h  a new command 
post n e a re r  th e  f r o n t .  R iding forw ard w ith  h is  s t a f f ,  Beau­
reg a rd  e s ta b lis h e d  h is  h ea d q u a rte rs  about a q u a r te r  of a
29
m ile from th e  S h iloh  M ethod ist-E p iscopal Church. With 
Johnston busy over w ith  W ith e rs’ D iv ision  and Beauregard 
s e t t in g  up new h e a d q u a rte rs , th e  d ir e c t io n  of th e  b a t t le  was 
la rg e ly  l e f t  in  th e  hands of sub o rd in a te  o f f i c e r s .  D espite 
th e  la c k  of d i r e c t io n ,  th e  S ou therners seem ingly were 
w inning, f o r  they  were pusM ng th e  N ortherners  back.
In p a r t  t h i s  >ra,s an i l l u s i o n ,  f o r  in s te a d  of tu rn in g
-----------------2 ÏÏ---------------
S. W. Ferguson to  G eneral Beauregard, A p ril 9, 
1862, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N a tio n a l M il ita ry  
Park. A fte r  th e  cap tu re  of P re n tiss*  camp, a  column of 
F ed era l p r iso n e rs  was le d  in to  G eneral Jo h n s to n ’s p resen ce . 
Many of them were German im m igrants and spoke l i t t l e  or no. 
E n g lish . Some of th e se  fe llo w s  threw  them selves on th e  
ground a t  Jo h n sto n ’s f e e t ,  begging fo r  t h e i r  l i v e s .  The 
g en e ra l re a s s u r in g ly  spoke to  them, saying,"Why men, you 
don’t  suppose we k i l l  p r is o n e rs , do you? Go to  the  r e a r  
and you w i l l  be sa fe  th e r e ."  D..W. Y andall to  W illiam 
P resto n  Johnston , November 11, 1877, Mrs. Mason B arre t 
P apers. The C onfederates cap tu red  one very  d is t in g u ish e d  
p r iso n e r  a t  tM s  tim e , Henry B en tly , war co rresponden t 
f o r  th e  P h ila d e lp h ia  In q u ire r . J ,  C u tle r Andrews, The 
North R eports th e  C iv il  War. (P it tsb u rg h : c . 1955), 173.
29
B a ttle s  and L eaders. I ,  587,
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G r a n t 's  l e f t  f l a n k  and  s e iz in g  P i t t s b u r g  la n d in g ,  th e
C o n fe d e ra te s  w ere s im p ly  c o m p ress in g  th e  F e d e ra l  array b ack
c l o s e r  t o  th e  L and ing . I f  th e  whole U nion array c o u ld  be
r o u te d ,  th e n  t h i s  would n o t  m a t te r  to o  much, b u t Union
r e s i s t a n c e  was b e g in n in g  t o  s t i f f e n  a s  H u r lb u t 's  D iv is io n  .
moved i n t o  a c t i o n .
Dy 8 A. M., t h a t  m orning , th e  S ou th  C a ro lin a -b o rn
E u r lb u t  had  h i s  t h r e e  b r ig a d e s  draw n up i n  fo rm a t io n ,
a w a i t in g  o rd e r s  from  someone who knew w hat was g o in g  on .
One o f G e n e ra l S h e rm an 's  c o u r i e r s  g a llo p e d  o v e r to
H u r lb u t ’s  h e a d q u a r te r s  and  in fo rm ed  th e  g e n e r a l  t h a t  th e
F i f t h  D iv is io n  had  b e en  " a t tc ^ k e d  i n  f o r c e ,  and  h e a v i ly ,
upon h i s  l e f t . "  W ith in  t e n  m in u te s  C o lo n e l J .  0 . V e a tc h ’ s
H rigade  was i n  m o tio n  w ith  o rd e r s  t o  "p ro ceed  t o  th e  l e f t
o f G e n e ra l S h e rm an ," w here th e y  w ere e v e n tu a l ly  a t ta c h e d  t o
• 30
1‘Ic C le rn a n d ' s command. A few  m in u te s  l a t e r  th e  command­
in g  o f f i c e r  o f  th e  F o u r th  D iv is io n  r e c e iv e d  a  " p re s s in g  
r e q u e s t  f o r  a id  from  B r ig a d ie r -G e n e ra l  P r e n t i s s . " P la c in g  
h im s e lf  a t  th e  head  o f h i s  two re m a in in g  b r ig a d e s ,  C o lo n e l
I .  G. W il l ia m s ’ F i r s t  B rig ad e  and  B r ig a d ie r  G e n e ra l J .  G. 
L aum an's T h ird  B rig a d e , E u r lb u t  s t a r t e d  o u t on th e  Hamburg 
and  Savannah  Road.
As th e  d i v i s io n a l  v an g u ard  ap p ro ach ed  B a rn e s ’ F i e ld ,
30
0 . P . ,  X, p a r t  1 , 205 ,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
281
th e y  e n c o u n te re d  la r g e  num bers of p a n lc - s t r ic ic e n  s u r v iv o r s
from  M i l l e r 's  and P eabody’ s B r ig a d e s . One'^of H u r lb u t 's
men a sk ed  a  f a s t  moving s t r a g g l e r  w hat made him in  such  a
h u r ry ,  and th e  s o l d i e r  r e p l i e d ,  "You go a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  o u t
31
t h a t  way and you w i l l  f i n d  o u t w h a t 's  th e  m a t t e r . "  Gen­
e r a l  P r e n t i s s  made d e s p e ra te  a t te m p ts  t o  r a l l y  th e  f u g i t i v e s ,  
b u t m ost o f them d r i f t e d  th ro u g h  th e  l i n e s  o f  th e  F o u rth  
D iv is io n ,  h u n tin g  s a n c tu a ry  somewhere—anyw here .
Once p a s t  th e  f u g i t i v e s  th e  two b r ig a d e s  began d e p lo y ­
in g ,  ¥ i l l i a m s  g o in g  to  th e  l e f t ,  fo rm in g  up a lo n g  th e  so u th  
s id e  of th e  Peach O rchard F i e ld ;  w h ile  Dauman' s s o l d i e r s  
d ep lo y ed  t o  th e  r i g h t  o f W ill ia m s ' men, c o n tin u in g  th e  " l in e  
w ith  an o b tu se  a n g le "  a ro u n d  to  th e  w est end o f  th e  f i e l d , a n d
"ex te n d in g  some d is ta n c e  i n to  th e  b ru sh  and t im b e r"  n e a r  th e
32
head  of l ilg h a m  B ranch .
As th e  i n f a n t r y  moved i n t o  p o s i t i o n ,  th e  d i v i s i o n a l  
b a t t e r i e s  ro d e  u p . L ie u te n a n t  Fdi-zard B ro tzm an n 's  In d ep e n d en t 
M isso u ri B a t te r y  ( r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  M ann 's) u n lim b e re d  i t s  two
31
I b i d . ; C o n fe d e ra te  V e te ra n . I l l  (November, 1 8 9 5 ),
332.
32
0 , H . , X, p a r t  1 , 2 03 . Some o f th e  F é d é ra is  to o k  
s h e l t e r  b eh in d  a  wooden r a i l  fe n c e  a lo n g  th e  edge o f th e  
f i e l d .  I b i d . ; Seymour Thompson, R e c o l le c t io n s  W ith th e  
T h ird  lowa^ ( G in c in n a t i :  1 8 6 4 ), 220. T h is  w hole a r e a  ifas 
c o m p a ra tiv e ly  f l a t  and ev en . The peach  t r e e s  w ere i n  f u l l  
bloom , ad d in g  a  to u c h  of c o lo r  and g e n t le  f r a g r a n c e  to  th e  
a tm o sp h e re . W. H. L, W allace  t o  h i s  w ife ,  Ann, A p r i l  5 , 
1862, W. H. L. W allace P a p e rs ;  Thompson, R e c o l le c t io n s  W ith 
th e  T h ird  Iow a. 214, 219, 220.
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6 -poim d sm oo thbo res and two 12*=po’ond h o w itz e r s  n e a r  s e v e r a l  
lo g  c a b in s  a d ja c e n t  t o  th e  F i f t y - f o u r t h  Ohio I n f a n t r y  camp.
The M is s o u r ia n s  opened f i r e  w ith  th e  h o w i tz e r s ,  u s in g  s o l i d  
s h o t  and  s h e l l ,  a t  a  body o f C o n fe d e ra te  i n f a n t r y  a b o u t 
tw o - th i r d s  o f a  m ile  atray (p ro b a b ly  Chalm ers* s k i r m is h e r s ) .  
A f te r  f i r i n g  a  few  ro u n d s , B ro tzm an n 's  u n i t  was o rd e re d  t o  
s h i f t  t o  a  new p o s i t i o n  in  th e  Beach O rchard  F i e ld .
G a llo p in g  t o  th e  r i g h t ,  B rotzm ann u n lim b e re d  h i s  p ie c e s  
i n  th e  a n g le  betw een  W ill ia m s ' and  L aum an 's B r ig a d e s , The 
c a n n o n e e rs  o f C a p ta in  W illiam  H. R o ss ' B a t te r y  B, M ich igan  
L ig h t A r t i l l e r y  (Second  B a tte ry  M ich igan  L ig h t  A r t i l l e r y )  
em placed  t h e i r  f o u r  10-pound  P a r r o t t s  and two 6 -pound  sm ooth­
b o re s  i n  th e  Peach O rchard  F ie ld  some d i s ta n c e  t o  B ro tzm an n 's  
34
l e f t .  C a p ta in  John  B. M y ers ' T h i r t e e n th  Ohio L ig h t  A r t i l l e r y
B a t te ry  was supposed  t o  ta k e  a  p o s i t i o n  to  th e  r i g h t  of
B ro tzm an n 's  g u n s , b u t th e  O hioans w ere slow  i n  com ing, and
E u r lb u t  was fo r c e d  t o  send  s e v e r a l  a id e s  w i th  o rd e r s  t o  h u r r y
th e  t a r d y  g u n n e rs . The g e n e r a l 's  o rd e r s  w ere f o r  M yers t o
"come i n t o  b a t t e r y  on th e  r e v e r s e  s lo p e  of a  c r e s t  o f g ro u n d ,
w here t h e r e  was c o v e r  f o r  h i s  h o r s e s  and c a is s o n s  i n  f r o n t
35
of th e  r i g h t  o f my i n f a n t r y , "
R o b e r ts o n 's  F lo r id a  B a t te r y  opened on th e  g a l lo p in g
33
24" '  -part l ,  246.
^ ^ I b id , ,  245, B earss, "P ro je c t 17 , ” 13 , 
p a r t  1 , 203, 209,
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O hioans w ith , s o l i d  s h o t from  t h e i r  f o u r  I la p o ie o n s . ^ y e r s  
and h i s  men h a l t e d  and  began u n lim b e r in g  t h e i r  two 6 -pound 
sm o o th b o res  and f o u r  6 -pound  Jam es r i f l e s .  A ivapoleon 
sh o t c ra s h e d  i n to  one o f  th e  O h io an s ' c a i s s o n s ,  sm ashing  i t  
and stam p ed in g  one o f th e  a r t i l l e r y  te a m s . A yers and h i s  
g u n n e rs  p a n ic k e d  and b o l te d  t o  th e  r e a r ,  ab an d o n in g  e v e ry ­
t h in g .  T hat was th e  l a s t  anyone saw o f th e  T h i r t e e n th  Ohio
B a t te ry  u n t i l  M yers showed up two days l a t e r  a s k in g  f o r  
36
r a t i o n s .
G e n e ra l H u rlb u t s p o t te d  th e  "glim m er o f b a y o n e ts  on
37
th e  l e f t  and  f r o n t "  of W ill ia m s ' B r ig a d e . W ill ia m s ' men 
saw th e  "enemy, h i s  re g im e n ts  w i th  t h e i r  r e d  b a n n e rs  f l a s h ­
in g  i n  th e  m orning  sun m arch ing  p ro u d ly  and a l l  u n d is tu rb e d
38
th ro u g h  th e  abandoned  camps o f P r e n t i s s . " The r e d  b a n n ers  
b e lo n g ed  t o  C h a lm ers ' "High P r e s s u re "  B r ig a d e , f r e s h  from  i t s
36
P e l i z  H. R o b e rtso n  t o  D. W, R eed, A ugust 1 ,
1909 , M is c e lla n e o u s  C o l le c t io n ,  S h ilo h  R a t io n a l  M i l i t a r y  
P a rk . R o b e rtso n  s a id  th e  tim e  was 9 :3 0  A. M. I b i d , :
S . H. D ent t o  W ife, A p r i l  9» 1862, C o n fe d e ra te  C o l le c t io n :  
Roman, B e a u re g a rd , I ,  291; £ .  R , , k , p a r t  1 , 203 , 209 , 245 .
The T h i r t e e n th  was a  b ran d  new b a t t e r y ,  o rg a n is e d  on Feb­
ru a r y  1 5 , a t  Camp D enn ison , n e a r  C in c in n a t i ,  O hio, one o f 
th e  tw o g r e a t  m i l i t a r y  can to n m en ts  s e t  up i n  Ohio i n  th e  
e a r ly  p a r t  o f th e  w a r. The b a t t e r y  l o s t  one man k i l l e d  and 
e ig h t  wounded a t  S h i lo h , w hich  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  some o f th e  
men p ro b a b ly  jo in e d  w ith  o th e r  commands l a t e r  d u r in g  th e  
d ay . I b i d . . 103; R o b e rt S . H a rp e r, Ohio Hand Book o f th e  
C iv i l  War. (Colum bus: I 96I ) ,  1 3 , M yers ' m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r  came 
to  an  a b ru p t  end a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .
37
0 . R . , X, p a r t  1 , 203 .
38
Thompson, R e c o i le c t io n s  W ith th e  T h ird  Iow a. 213,
214.
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tri'oaph. over H i l l e r 's  Blue coa t s . A fte r  ro u tin g  Peabody’s 
men, Chalmers h a l te d  and w aited  f o r  h is  laggard  P ith  M iss i­
s s ip p i  and F ifty -se co n d  Tennessee. G eneral Johnston rode 
up and ordered th e  b rigade to  f a l l  back. Before th i s  o rd er 
was execu ted , however, th e  b rigade began ca tch in g  f i r e  from
H u rlb u t’s gunners. The pugnacious Chalmers qu ick ly  moved
39
fortra-rd, s ta r t in g  h is  own p r iv a te  war w ith  E u rlb u t.
The Fourth  D iv is io n 's  r if lem e n  opened up a t  fo u r -
hundred-yards ran g e , d e l iv e r in g  a n o isy  bu t Innacu ra te  sp ray
of s lu g s  a t  th e  M is s is s ip p ia n s  and T ennesseans. Colonel
Isaac  Pugh, F o r ty - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s ,  f e a r in g  th a t  Chalmers
w’as  t r y in g  to  tu rn  h is  l e f t  f la n k , r e t r e a te d  a hundred y a rd s .
One of C aptain  C harles P. Gage’s 12-pound how itzers  se n t a
cannon b a l l  th rough  C olonel W illiam s' h o rse , k i l l i n g  th e
anim al and c r ip p lin g  th e  r i d e r .  W illiam s %fas helped o ff  th e
f i e l d ,  and Pugh took  charge of th e  F i r s t  B rigade, L ieu ten an t
Colonel A nsel Tupper assuming command of th e  F o r ty - f i r s t
I l l i n o i s .  A fte r  two or th re e  m inutes of continued f i r i n g ,
Chalmers withdrew on o rd e rs  from G eneral Johnston , in
40
p re p a ra tio n  fo r  a move to  th e  r i g h t .
E u r lb u t '8  men s e t t l e d  down to  a th re e  hour f ig h t  w ith  
G ladden 's B rigade, now commanded by Colonel D aniel Adams^
39
0,  P . ,  X, p a r t  1, 548.
40
I b id . . 203, 204, 206, 217, 548.
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G-eneral G-rant rode over to  co n fe r w ith  E u rlbu t and to  f in d
out what th e  s i tu a t io n  7ras. Wearing h is  sword and a bu ff
sash , and accompanied by th re e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  Grant
t r o t t e d  l e i s u r e ly  up to  E u rlb u t, One of H u rlb u t 's  o f f ic e r s
n o tic ed  th e  g e n e ra l 's  face  "wore an anzious lo o k , y e t bore
41
no evidence of excitem ent or t r e p id a t i o n , " Grant
smoked one of h is  beloved c ig a rs  and a c ted  a s  n o n ch a lan tly
42
as i f  he were on a ro u tin e  parade ground in s p e c tio n . 
D o u b tlessly  re a ssu re d  by what he heard  and saw, th e  g en e ra l 
soon rode o f f ,  but h is  v i s i t  in s p ire d  th e  s o ld ie r s .
The C onfederates were badly  d iso rg an ized  by t h e i r  
cap tu re  of I t e n t i s s '  camps, and i t  took  some tim e fo r  
Colonel Adams to  reassem ble h is  b r ig ad e . Some of th e  men 
were sh o r t of c a r t r id g e s ,  and Adams was fo rc ed  to  send 
c o u r ie rs  to  th e  r e a r  to  f in d  more ammunition. A ll in  a l l ,  
G ladden 's old b rigade d id  no s e r io u s  f ig h t in g  f o r  about 
f iv e  hours which was ju s t  as  w e ll , f o r  i f  th e  L ouisianan  
had le d  h is  men forvjard, he would have been fa c in g  G eneral 
H u rlb u t 's  two f r e s h  b r ig a d e s , p lu s some of P r e n t i s s '
43
men. But Adams was no t com pletely  in a c t iv e .  G eneral
20
Thompson, R e c o lle c tio n s  w ith  th e  T hird  Iowa Regi­
ment. 214,
42
Warren O lney ,"Sh iloh  as  Seen by A P riv a te  S o ld ie r ,"  
War Paper Humber T, C a lifo rn ia  Commanderv. M ili ta ry  Order 
of th e  i/oyal Legion of th e  U nited S ta te s . (Los A ngeles:
H, dTT, oI
43
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 537,538,542; Reed, S h iloh .
73* Reed sa id  G ladden 's men formed a square a t  P r e n t i s s '
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Hardee, p r e s u m a b l y  on h is  vray to  th e  C onfederate l e f t ,  in -
44
s tru c te d  Adams to  probe H u rlb u t 's  Peach Orchard p o s i t io n ,
ï/h ile  R o b e rtso n 's  F lo r id a  gunners tra d e d  sh o ts  w ith
B rotzm ann's and R oss' B a t te r ie s ,  p a r t ie s  of Rebel sk irm ish e rs
moved out to  re c o n n o ite r  th e  Union p o s i t io n .  Company K,
Twenty-second Alabama, worked i t s  way tow ard Lauman's
B rigade, c lo se  enough to  see th e  trim m ings on th e  P edera l
un ifo rm s. The Alabamans were sp o tte d , and H u r lb u t 's  men
opened up w ith  r i f l e  and a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  which th e  S ou therners
45
ea g e rly  re tu rn e d .
About noon Colonel Z. S , Leas sen t Companies A and 3, 
Twenty-second Alabama, forw ard to  c le a r  F ed e ra l sn ip e rs  out 
of some houses n ea r th e  Peach Orchard. These minor o p e ra tio n s  
and a few o th e rs  l ik e  them, were d ig n if ie d  by G eneral H urlbut
46
w ith  th e  h igh-sounding  t i t l e  of "repeated  and heavy a t t a c k s ."
h e a d q u a r te rs . I b id . This i s  p a r t i a l l y  born out by L ieu­
te n a n t Hugh Henry in  a l e t t e r  he wrote fo u r  days l a t e r ,  
say ing , "vie had formed a sq u are , th in k in g  t h e i r  cav a lry  
was about to  ch a rg e ."  Hugh Henry to  p a re n ts , A p ril 1C, 
1862; S h ilo h -C o rin th  C o lle c tio n . In  h is  r e p o r t  G eneral 
E u rlb u t sa id  P re n t is s  "succeeded in  r a l ly in g  a co n s id e rab le  
p o r tio n  of h is  command," and went in to  a c t io n  supporting  
Lauman. 0. S . ,  X, p a r t  1 , 204.
4 ?  ■”
Ib id . .  537.
45
S. H. Lent to  w ife , A p ril 9, 1862, S h ilo h -C o rin th  
C o lle c tio n .
46
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 542, 204.
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I f  th e  Fourtii D iv is io n  were only l i g h t ly  engaged,
S tu a r t '8  B rigade, ho ld ing  H u rlb u t 's  l e f t ,  s te a d i ly  found 
i t s e l f  in c re a s in g ly  sh a rp ly  engaged w ith  th e  r e s t  of 
W ith e rs ' D iv is io n . On o rd e rs  from G eneral Johnston , W ithers 
g ra d u a lly  moved to  h is  r i g h t ,  p re ss in g  toward th e  is o la te d  
Second Brigade of Sherm an's D iv is io n .
A fte r  h is  engagement w ith  H urlbut in  the  Peach Orchard,
Chalmers v/as ordered by Johnston to  move to  th e  r ig h t  so as
to  tu rn  th e  enemy's l e f t  f la n k . Guided by L a fay e tte  Veal and
moving by th e  r ig h t  f la n k , th e  M is s is s ip p i Brigade crossed  a
ra v in e  to  i t s  r i g h t , reach in g  th e  Bark Hoad. They moved
along th a t  avenue u n t i l  th e  r ig h t  reg im en ts r e s te d  on th e
edge of th e  L ick  Greek bottom . Here W ithers h a l te d  th e  
47
b rig ad e , u n t i l  cav a lry  p a t ro ls  (C lan to n ’s Alabama Regiment) 
could a s c e r ta in  what was in  f r o n t .  Chalmers* men took  ad­
vantage of th e  b reak , e i th e r  ta k in g  a d r in k  of w ater or 
sn a tch in g  a sh o rt nap on th e  ground. A fte r  h a l f  an hour th e  
c a v a lry  re p o r te d  the  way was c le a r ,  and Chalmers resumed h is  
march, w ith  G eneral John Jack so n ’s Brigade to  h is  immediate 
l e f t .
Some of S tu a r t 's  sk irm ish e rs  began peppering  th e  F i f ty -  
second Tennessee w ith  r i f l e  f i r e .  As th e  reg im ent cro ssed  
a s l i g h t  r i s e  in  th e  ground. C aptain  W ilson deployed h is  men
,
I b id . . 548, 549; Reed, S h ilo h . 74.
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In to  t'H'o l in e s .  The f ro n t  l in e  f i r e d ,  and Wilson d ire c te d
them to  l i e  doim to  re lo a d  and perm it th e  r e a r  l in e  to  f i r e
over t h e i r  heads. Then W ilson o rdered  h is  men to  f a l l  hack
a few yards so a b a t te ry  could engage th e  F ed era l sk irm ish e rs .
Suddenly th e  regim ent stampeded, and se ized  by a b lin d
48
p an ic , th e  men ra n  w ild ly  to  th e  r e a r .  A fte r  re p e a te d  
a ttem p ts  to  r a l l y  the  F ifty -se co n d  f a i l e d ,  Chalmers ordered  
th e  b rigade  re s h u f f le d  to  compensate fo r  th e  d e fe c tio n  of 
th e  reg im en t. C aptain  Wilson managed to  r a l l y  h is  o?m u n i t .  
Company 0, w hile C aptain  J .  A. R u sse ll a ls o  managed to  p u l l  
to g e th e r  h is  men. Company B. W ilson a tta c h e d  th e  rem nants
49
of h is  band, about one hundred men, to  th e  F i f th  M is s is s ip p i.
Colonel T. K ilby Smith, F i f ty - f o u r th  Ohio, was sound 
a s le e p  in  h is  t e n t  when th e  reg im en ta l a d ju ta n t ra n  in to  h is  
te n t  and awakened him. S lip p in g  o ff  h is  c o t, Smith stum bled 
o u ts id e , s t i l l  rubbing  h is  ey es. In  a  few moments he was 
ab le  to  make out th e  u n fa m ilia r  sound of heavy f i r i n g .  Cry­
ing o u t, "They a re  f ig h t in g ,"  he im m ediately ordered h is
W illiam F. H osier to  D, W. Reed, December 11, 
1912, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  R a tio n a l M ilita ry  
Park. The F ifty -se co n d  Tennessee was organized  in  January 
1862, a t  Henderson S ta tio n , in  what i s  now C hester County, 
Tennessee, l e a 's  men su ffe re d  h e a v ily  from d ise a se , e s ­
p e c ia l ly  from m easles, and he encountered  g re a t d i f f i c u l t y  
in  f in d in g  arms fo r. h is  men. On February 26, 1862, le a  
re p o r te d  th a t  th e  regim ent numbered 760 men, of whom 260 
were s ic k , and th a t  t h e i r  only weapons were 100 double ■ 
b a r r e l le d  shotguns. He s p e c i f ic a l ly  asked C onfederate 
h ead q u a rte rs  to  send guns, r i f l e s ,  m uskets, and bayonets 
to  equip th e  tro o p s . Tennesseans in  the  C iv il War. I . 291. 
292; 0. E . , V II, 847. The regim ent was simply poorly
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regim ent to  form up. P ick e ts  reached S tu a r t 's  h ead q u a rte rs  
w ith  th e  news of Confederate tro o p s approaching n ea r Locust 
Grove Sun, and S tu a r t soon was busy a tte n d in g  to  form ing up 
h is  th re e  reg im en ts.
Drawn up along the  edge of t h e i r  reg im en ta l camps,
S tu a r t 's  men were only dimly aware of the  se rio u sn ess  of the
s i tu a t io n .  The f i r i n g  was in  the  d is ta n c e , and perhaps some
of th e  men wondered i f  they  would be involved a t  a l l .  A
devoted p a t r io t ,  S tu a rt was eager f o r  a c t io n , sensing  th a t
b a t t le  m ight g ive him a chance to  redeem h is  r e p u ta t io n ,
t a t t e r e d  by h is  being named as corespondent in  th e  d ivo rce
50
case of Mrs. Isaac  Burch, of I l l i n o i s .
About 7:30 A. M., S tu a r t rece iv ed  word from P re n t is s ,  
saying th e  S ix th  D iv ision  was under a s s a u l t  and, presum ably, 
warning th e  co lo n e l to  be on the  lo o k o u t. A l i t t l e  l a t e r  one 
of S tu a r t 's  p ic k e ts  ran  in  w ith  news th a t  C onfederate tro o p s  
were moving on th e  Bark Road. Ju s t a f t e r  8 o 'c lo c k , S tu a r t ,  
look ing  th rough  h is  b in o c u la rs , sp o tted  the  f la g  of Adams' 
F i r s t  L ou isiana waving above P re n t i s s ' camp. He d isp a tch ed  
h is  a d ju ta n t .  L ieu tenan t C harles Loomis, to  n o tify  G eneral
t r a in e d ,  poorly  equipped, and in  a very  low s ta te  of m orale .
49
0. R ., X, p a r t 1 ,549; Tennesseans in  th e  C iv il  War,
I .  292. “  ”
50
Campaigns in  Kentucky and Tennessee, 138; Otto 
E isensch im l, The 55 th  I l l i n o i s  a t  S h i lo h .” The Jo u rn a l of 
th e  I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty . LVI ( Summer, 19§377 
194, 195.
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H urlbut th a t  P re n tis s  was in  t ro u b le ,  and to  req u e s t support
51
f o r  h is  own b rig ad e ,
. S tu a rt deployed h is  S e v e n ty - f ir s t  Ohio, Colonel Rodney
Mason, w ith  i t s  r ig h t  r e s t in g  opposite  th e  e a s te rn  end of the
camp of th e  P i f ty - f o u r th  I l l i n o i s ,  l ie u te n a n t  C olonel Oscar
Malmborg was n ex t on th e  l e f t ,  and th e  P if ty - fo u r th  Ohio,
Colonel I .  K ilby Smith, was ju s t  beyond, fa c in g  th e  so u th .
Colonel S tu a r t sen t two companies of th e  P if ty - fo u r th  to
slow down W ithers ' advance, and i t  was th e se  men who ro u ted
52
the P ifty -seco n d  Tennessee so e f f e c t iv e ly .
/
Chalmers deployed some of h is  M iss iss ip p ian s  forw ard 
a s  sk irm ish e rs  to  cover h is  advance. The men "fought l ik e  
Ind ians behind t r e e s ,  lo g s , and ly in g  down" on the  ground. 
P riv a te  Joe S ea ls , Tenth M is s is s ip p i, p icked o ff  one of 
S tu a r t 's  men as  the  fe llo w  c a re le s s ly  s tu ck  h is  head from
51
Campaigns in  Kentucky and Tennessee. I 38; 0, R ., X, 
p a r t  1, 275. Otto E isensch im l, in  an in te r e s t in g  a r t i c l e  on 
S h iloh , in c o rre c t ly  s ta te d  th a t  S tu a r t a le r te d  General John 
McArthur of H u rlb u t's  D iv is io n , who sen t th e  F o r ty - f i r s t  
I l l i n o i s  and S to n e 's  B a tte ry  as  re in fo rc em e n ts . E isensch im l, 
"The 55th  I l l i n o i s  a t  S h i lo h ," 199» McArthur was in  ¥ . H. 1. 
W allace 's  D iv ision . The P o r ty - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s  was in  Colonel 
K. G. W illiam s' B rigade. I t  was n o t sen t to  support S tu a r t ,  
but sim ply took i t s  p o s i t io n  on th e  l e f t  f la n k  of W illiam s' 
Brigade in  the Peach Orchard. Prom here i t  could give 
su p p o rtin g  f i r e  to  S tu a r t ,  and he n a tu r a l ly  assumed t h i s  was 
th e  re g im e n t's  main fu n c tio n . The same a p p lie s  to  S to n e 's  
B a tte ry . 0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 257,203 ,211 ,212 . A fte r the  
f ig h t in g  began McArthur sen t a message to  S tu a r t, say ing  he 
would a s s i s t  him. S tu a r t  sa id  th e  promised help  d id  no t 
come. Ib id . , 258,259* A ctu a lly  McArthur d id  move over w ith  
th e  N inth and Tw elfth I l l i n o i s  and Wood's B atte ry  A, F i r s t  
I l l i n o i s ,  and d id  support S tu a r t 's  r i g h t .  Reed, S h ilo h . 50.
52g. R ., X, p a r t  1, 258.
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a t r e e .  S eals  sho t him between th e  eyes and th en  h i t  two
53
more Yanks f o r  good m easure.
Gage’s B a tte ry  went in to  p o s it io n  and began dropping
3 -in ch  and 12-pound s h e l ls  on th e  F edera l s o ld ie r s .  Colonel
S tu a r t could see th e  advance of Chalmers and, by moving
h is  b in o c u la rs  to  th e  r i g h t ,  he was ab le  to  make out
Ja ck so n 's  s o ld ie r s  moving toward th e  Hamburg Hoad where
54
i t  d iv ided  in to  th e  Purdy and Savannah segm ents.
Iffhile swinging around to  support the  M is s is s ip p i 
b rig ad e , Jack so n ’s s o ld ie r s  were sh e lle d  by R oss' Michigan 
B a tte ry , lo s in g  two men k i l l e d  and th re e  wounded in  th e  
S eventeenth . Except fo r  t h i s  b r ie f  f i r i n g ,  th e  brigade was 
s t i l l  green as  i t  moved toward S tu a r t 's  camp. The Alabamans 
and Texans paused to  re d re s s  t h e i r  l in e s  and th e n  swarmed 
in to  th e  rav in e  ac ro ss  th e  swampy bottom, clim bing up the 
s te e p  s id e , and moving in to  th e  camps. The S outherners 
fanned out among the  te n t s ,  look ing  fo r  F éd é ra is . One 
d a re d e v il B luecoat s ta r te d  a sn ip in g  campaign on th e  Seven­
te e n th  Alabama, f i r i n g  th re e  sh o ts  w ithou t h i t t i n g  anyone. 
The s o ld ie r s  of the Alabama regim ent w aited , and th en  the 
Yank made a break  fo r  i t .  He was im m ediately shot
53
M icajah W ilkinson to  b ro th e r , A p ril 16, 1862, 
M icajah W ilkinson Papers.
54
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 549; M icajah W ilkinson to  b ro th e r , 
A p ril 16, 1862, M icajah W ilkinson Papers; U n id en tified  
C onfederate s o ld ie r ,  A p ril 11, 1862, Miss C o t t r i l l ' s  
Scrapbook.
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doi-m.
Colonel John Moore’s Second Texas ran  in to  a  l i t t l e
so re  o p p o s itio n , as  S tu a r t 's  sk irm ish ers  -wounded se v e ra l
p r iv a te s  and m o rta lly  wounded C aptain  B. Brooks, who died two 
56
days l a t e r .  Some of th e  Texans fanned out to  lo o t  the  
F i f t y - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s  camp, A la rg e  hand m irro r and a s i l v e r -  
mounted re v o lv e r  were among th e  p r iz e s .  One p i l l a g e r  found 
a la rg e  t i n  box, which when p ried  open proved to  be f i l l e d  
w ith  f r e s h , c r i s p  greenbacks, rang ing  from one to  one hundred 
d o l la r s  in  denom ination. The Southerners did n o t know about 
t h i s  new type of money, and the  man who found i t  "gave the  
box a contemptuous k ic k  and th e  c r is p  n o te s  f l u t t e r e d  around 
as unheeded as so many autumn le a v e s ."  Another Texan secured 
a h a l f  g a llo n  jug of whiskey and t-reis sh a rin g  i t  w ith  some of 
h is  buddies when Major H. C-. Runnels showed up, smashing the
jug and rem arking th a t  th e  nex t man who took  a d r in k  would be 
57
shots
The tempo of th e  f ig h t  was g ra d u a lly  p ick in g  up, and 
by 11:15 or 11:20 A. M., th e  f i r s t  r e a l  heavy f ig h t in g  
commenced w ith  a charge by th e  N ineteen th  Alabama, A fte r  
c ro ss in g  the  ra v in e , tw en ty -fo u r year old Colonel Joseph 
Wheeler and h is  N in e teen th  Alabama made a determ ined a t ta c k
55
L e tte r  dated  A p ril 11, 1862, by an u n id e n t i f ie d  
C onfederate s o ld ie r ,  M. L. K irk p a tr ick  Scrapbook, Alabama 
Department of A rchives and H isto ry .
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on tiie S e v e n ty - f ir s t  Ohio. The overw eight co lo n e l of th e
S e v e n ty - f i r s t ,  Rodney I'dason, prom ptly d e fec ted  to  th e  r e a r ,
le av in g  h is  s o ld ie r s  on th e i r  ovm; and many of h is  men
n a tu r a l ly  fo llow ed him. W heeler's  men shot th e  few Ohioans
who t r i e d  to  make a s tan d , k i l l i n g  L ieu ten an t Colonel Barton
58
S. Ryle, who attem pted  to  r a l l y  th e  reg im en t. The A la­
bamans cap tured  a c a p ta in  and f i f t y  e n l i s te d  men a s  p r iso n ­
e r s .  The S e v e n ty - f i r s t 's  major le d  p a r t  of th e  men do>7n to  
th e  Tennessee R iver, where they  were picked up by a gunboat. 
Another p a r t  of th e  S e v e n ty - f ir s t  r e t i r e d  to  th e  Landing, 
where th ey  re jo in e d  what was l e f t  of th e  b rigade th a t
57
Sam S o u s to n ,J r . ,  " S hiloh  Shadows," The South­
w estern  H ist o r i c a l  Q u a rte r ly . XXXIV (J u ly , 1930), 330.
ST
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 558; E isensch im l, "The E if ty -  
f i f t h  I l l i n o i s  a t  S h i lo h ," 200; Campaigns in  Kentucky and 
Tennessee, 62, 64; L indsey, S h ilo h . 38. i-Iason tfas a combat 
v e te ra n , having commanded th e  Second Ohio a t  th e  F i r s t  B a ttle  
of B ull Run. 0. R^, I I ,  357-360. Colonel Xsson tu rn ed  in  a 
r e p o r t  of his"”conduct a t  S h iloh , in  which he o f fe r s  v a rio u s  
ez ten u a tin g  ex p lan a tio n s  fo r  th e  f a i l u r e  of th e  Seventy- 
f i r s t .  I b id . . X, p a r t  1, 261,202. With te a r s  in  h is  eyes, 
he begged G rant f o r  an o th er chance to  prove h im se lf , and 
th e  sym pathetic g en e ra l l i s te n e d  and was convinced, so Hason 
con tinued  in  command of th e  reg im en t. G rant, Memoirs. 207. 
L a te r  Mason was put in  command of a Union ou tpost a t  C larks­
v i l l e .  Tennessee, and on August 18, 1862, he su rrendered  
h a l f  th e  S e v e n ty - f ir s t  Ohio, p lu s  a few o th er tro o p s  in  th e  
topm, to  a sm all fo rc e  of Rebel P a r t is a n  or g u e r r i l l a  tro o p s . 
I b i d . , XVI, p a r t  1, 862-870. The m i l i ta r y  governor of Tennes­
see and l a t e r  P re s id e n t of th e  U nited S ta te s , Andrew 
Johnson, r e f e r re d  to  M ason's conduct a t  C la rk s v il le  as  "not 
only h u m ilia tin g  but d is g ra c e fu l in  th e  ex trem e." I b id . . 
p a r t  2, 388. By o rder of P re s id e n t L inco ln , Mason was 
"cash ie red  fo r  rep ea ted  a c ts  of cow ardice in  the  fa c e  of th e  
enemy." Ib id . . p a r t  1, 865.




S tu a r t r e s h u f f le d  h is  rem aining in f a n tr y  to  cover
h is  now exposed r i g h t ,  bu t h is  raw tro o p s  began to  p an ic .
In  a s te n to r ia n  vo ice  he thundered , "H alt, men, h a l t ;  h a l t ,
you cow ards." Spurring h is  horse fo rw ard , he gallo p ed
among h is  f le e in g  men, f r e e ly  u sing  th e  f l a t  of h is  sword to
r e s to r e  o rd e r. The two reg im en ts soon were r a l l i e d  w ith  a
60
lo s s  of only a few hundred y ard s of ground. S tu a r t 
stopped th e  ro u t a t  th e  p r ic e  of a Rebel b u l le t  through h is  
sh o u ld e r, and th e  a c tu a l  command of th e  b rig ad e  seems to  
have passed  to  L ieu ten an t Colonel Oscar Malmborg, a g rad­
u a te  of Stockholm M ilita ry  Academy, an e ig h t y ea r v e te ra n  of
th e  Swedish Army, and a  tw enty-one month v e te ra n  of the  
61
Mexican War.
Chalm ers' M iss is s ip p ia n s  and th e  Second Texas, of 
Ja c k so n 's  B rigade, kep t th e  p re ssu re  up on th e  F if ty - f o u r th  
Ohio and F i f t y - f i f t h  I l l i n o i s ,  but th e  r e s t  of Ja c k so n 's  
Brigade became en tang led  w ith  H u rlb u t' s l e f t  wing, G eneral
59
R eed, S h i lo h . 57.
60
The Story of th e  F i f t y - f i f t h  Regiment I l l i n o i s  
V olunteer In fa n try  in  th e  C iv il  War. (C lin to n ; iB ë?),
4 94 , 495 .
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0 . R , , X, p a r t  1 , 259; B is e n s c h im l, "The F i f t y -  
f i f t h  I l l i n o i s  a t  S h i lo h ,"  196, 197. A c tu a l ly  S tu a r t  
tu rn e d  th e  command o v e r t o  C o lo n e l T. K ilb y  S m ith , b u t 
t h a t  o f f i c e r  had  gone w an d erin g  o f f  s e a rc h in g  f o r  some of 
h i s  men who had become s e p a ra te d  from  th e  m ain body, th u s  
Malmborg ended up g iv in g  m ost o f th e  o r d e r s .  0 . R . , X, 
p a r t  1 , 259 . ~
Reproduced with perntissioh of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
295
M cA rtliur's two reg im en ts and some a d d i t io n a l  newcomers, the  
F i f t i e t h  I l l i n o i s ,  of G eneral ¥ . H. L. W allace 's  T hird  B ri­
gade,
As th e  b a t t l e  began th a t  morning, W. H. L, W a llace 's  
D iv is io n  was going th rough i t s  u su a l Sunday morning ro u t in e . 
In  th e  Second Iowa th e  men were l in e d  up fo r  company in sp ec ­
t io n  when they  heard  the  "long r o l l "  f o r  the  f i r s t  tim e in  
th e  w ar. W ithin m inutes W allace 's  reg im ents were formed up 
and ready  to  march toward th e  sound of g u n f ire . Supply 
s e rg e a n ts  h u r r id ly  issu ed  two d a y 's  r a t io n s  and s ix ty  
c a r t r id g e s  per man, Moving out a t  the d o u b le -qu ick , th e  
d iv is io n  headed f o r  th e  f r o n t ,  m eeting hundreds of s t r a g g le r s  
from P re n tis s*  D iv is io n , who were heading fo r  th e  r e a r .
The scu rry in g  s t r a g g le r s  passed  f r e e  advice to  W allace ' s 
men, namely f o r  th e  d iv is io n  to  tu rn  about and to  go back.
One f r ig h te n e d  young fe llo w  stood by th e  road  waving h is
hands and y e l l in g ,  "For God's sake d o n 't  go out th e re  1 You
62
w ill  a l l  be k i l l e d .  Come back! come b ack !" The b a t t le  
hardened v e te ra n s  of th e  Second D iv is io n  kep t r ig h t  on going. 
Meeting w ith  l ie u te n a n t  Colonel W ills  De Hass, of Sherman's 
D iv is io n , who a c ted  a s  a gu ide , W allace moved h is  F i r s t  and 
Third B rigades forw ard to  support McClernand and Sherman; 
h is  Second Brigade he s p l i t  up, th e  reg im ents being detached
32
B e ll, Tramps and Triumphs. 15.
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to  v a r io u s  p a r ts  of th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  McArthur took the
N inth and Tw elfth I l l i n o i s  over to  h e lp  S tu a r t ,  and a l i t t l e
l a t e r  Wallace ordered th e  F i f t i e t h  I l l i n o i s ,  Colonel T. ¥ .
Sweeny's Third Brigade, to  fo llo w  S tu a r t and l in k  up w ith
63
him on th e  extreme Union r ig h t .  In ro u te  to  the l e f t ,  
the  N inth I l l i n o i s  picked up a number of r e c r u i t s .  Sword 
in  hand, a young o f f ic e r  of the  regim ent in s u l te d ,  shamed 
and th re a te n e d  a number of s t r a g g le r s  from o th e r u n i ts  in to  
jo in in g  McArthur. The b rave, young l ie u te n a n t  took  each 
name down in  a l i t t l e  notebook, which he p laced  in  h is  coat 
pocket. U nfo rtuna tely  he was k i l l e d  as h is  brigade went 
in to  a c t io n .  With t h e i r  c o lo r fu l  Scots bonnets perched on 
th e i r  heads, M cArthur's "H ighlanders" c o n fid e n tly  moved 
in to  p o s i t io n  on H u rlb u t 's  l e f t .
Advancing a g a in s t  Jack so n 's  C onfederate b rig ad e . 
G eneral McArthur deployed h is  th re e  reg im en ts , the  F i f t i e t h  
I l l i n o i s  having caught up, from l e f t  to  r i g h t :  the  F i f t i e t h  
I l l i n o i s ,  Colonel Moses M. Bane; Tw elfth I l l i n o i s ,  L ieu­
te n a n t Colonel Augustus L. C h e tla in ; and th e  N inth I l l i n o i s ,  
Colonel August Mersey; in  a d d itio n  to  L ieu ten an t P e te r  P.
5 3  .............................
W ills de Hass, "The B a ttle  of S h i lo h ," The Annals 
of th e  War W ritten  by Leading P a r t ic ip a n ts  North and South. 
T p h ila d e lp h ia : 187977 606; Reed, S h ilo h . 48, 50 .
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C o c k e r ill , " A Boy a t  S h i lo h ," 18, 19. The th re e  
I l l i n o i s  reg im ents occupied a p o s it io n  to  th e  r ig h t  and 
se v e ra l hundred yards behind S tu a r t 's  r i g h t .  Ja ck so n 's  
Brigade a tta c k e d  in  a s o r t  of s la n te d , staggered  fo rm atio n .
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Woo&'s B a tte ry  A, F i r s t  I l l i n o i s  l i g h t  A r t i l l e r y .  Jack ­
s o n 's  Alabamans moved forw ard  toward th e  I l l i n o i a n s ,  w hile
C aptain  G ira rd y 's  B a tte ry  opened up w ith  fo u r  of h is  guns,
65
b la s t in g  th e  I l l in o ia n s  w ith  c a n is te r .
The T w elfth  I l l i n o i s  took  heavy c a s u a l t ie s ,  and
C h e tla in  was ob liged  to  withdraw about se v e n ty -f iv e  y ard s to
g e t r e l i e f  from th e  g u n f ire , le av in g  behind a number of
wounded p e rso n n e l, in c lu d in g  C aptain Frank B. F e r r is  and
66
l ie u te n a n t  R ichard K. Randolph. l ie u te n a n t  Colonel Chet­
l a in ,  s u f fe r in g  fo r  se v e ra l days from d y sen te ry , had been 
adv ised  th e  p rev ious day by th e  reg im en ta l surgeon to  go to  
th e  h o s p i ta l  a t  Paducah. S t i l l  in  camp on Sunday morning, 
C h e tla in  watched the regim ent p u l l  out w ithou t him. The 
m inutes t ic k e d  by and f i n a l l y ,  a r is in g  from h is  bed, th e  
young o f f ic e r  put on h is  uniform , mounted a h o rse , and headed 
f o r  th e  f r o n t .  J u s t  a f t e r  ta k in g  cover from G ira rd y 's  
f i r e ,  C h e tla in  had h is  ho rse  sho t from under him by a
C onfederate s n ip e r , th e  f a l l  badly b ru is in g  th e  a lread y
67
a i l in g  o f f ic e r ;  but he gamely continued in  command.
In  th e  fa ce  of heavy f i r e  from th e  th re e  I l l i n o i s
^5
0. R . , X, p a r t  1 , 565; C harles B. X im bell, H is to ry  
of Battery""A""^ F i r s t  I l l i n o i s  l i g h t  A r t i l l e r y  V o lu n tee rs . 
"[Chicago: 1899), 4o, 5 ÏI 
66
0. R . , X, p a r t  1 , 156.
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C h e tla in , R e c o lle c t io n s . 77, 78.
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reg im en ts and th e i r  su p p o rtin g  b a t te ry ,  th e  Alabamans' 
advance slowed down. Ja c k so n 's  l e f t  reg im en t. L ieu ten an t 
C olonel R obert C. F a r r is ,  Seven teen th  Alabama, pushed in  so 
c lo se  to  M cA rthur's men th a t  th ey  could see Yankees no t only 
on t h e i r  f r o n t  but on both s id e s  a s  w e ll .  Six B luecoats, 
p robably  s t r a g g le r s  from e a r l i e r  a c t io n s ,  suddenly wandered 
in to  F a r r i s '  p o s i t io n . These Yanks n a iv e ly  asked whose side  
th e  Alabamans were on. The confused F éd é ra is  were to ld  to  
su rren d e r or be sho t down. A ll s ix  w ise ly  chose to  r a i s e  
t h e i r  hands. Then two N orthern  o f f ic e r s  wandered by, one 
of them le ad in g  a h o rse , F a r r i s '  men y e l le d  f o r  them to  
su rre n d e r . One of them jumped on th e  ho rse  and t r i e d  to  
r id e  away, but a company o f f ic e r  brought him down w ith  a 
p i s t o l  b u l l e t .  The o th e r N ortherner h id  behind a t r e e  and 
began y e l l in g  fo r  h is  men to  come on up. The o f f ic e r  must 
have been b lu f f in g , f o r  no more F éd éra is  appeared . The 
C onfederates gave th e  Union o f f ic e r  a chance to  su rre n d e r , 
but he gamely peppered them w ith  h is  re v o lv e r , A dozen 
musket b a l l s  s p a tte re d  h is  t r e e ,  and th e  N o rth ern er, dropping
h is  sword and p i s t o l ,  y e l le d , "D on't k i l l  me—I s u r re n d e r ,"
68
U n fo rtu n a te ly  someone shot him anysfay.
M cArthur’s men opened w ith  t h e i r  r i f l e s ,  and th e  
Seventeenth  and E ig h teen th  r e p l ie d  in  k in d . P a r t of B a n e 's ' 
F i f t i e t h  I l l i n o i s  moved upon th e  Seventeenth  Alabama’s
T E -------------
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r i g h t  f la n k , advancing w ith in  p i s t o l  ran g e . The l ie u te n a n t  
co lo n e l of th e  F i f t i e t h  f i r e d  th re e  p i s to l  b a l l s  a t  Sergeant 
Bob Mosley and L ieu ten an t Edward Grenshaw. The two A la­
bamans re tu rn e d  h is  f i r e ,  t h e i r  b u l l e t s  sim u ltaneously  
b reak ing  one of h i s  le g s .  Mosley th en  ran  o u t, d isarm ing 
and cap tu rin g  th e  f a l l e n  o f f ic e r .  The fo llow ing  day the
Seven teen th  re tu rn e d  the  l ie u te n a n t  co lo n e l under a f la g  of
69
t r u c e ,  a  yellow  handkerch ief t i e d  to  a sa p lin g  p o le .
An e n th u s ia s t ic  f i r e  f ig h t  developed between Jack-r 
so n ’s l e f t  wing and M cA rthur's I l l i n o i a n s ,  w ith  probably  
p a r t  of th e  F o r ty - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s ,  H u rlb u t 's  l e f t  wing r e g i ­
ment, jo in in g  In . Slugs flew  f a s t  and th ic k ,  and soon th e  
Seventeenth  Alabama ra n  sh o rt of ammunition. Colonel F a r r is  
to ld  h is  men to  f i r e  slow ly and d e l ib e r a te ly .  The non­
commissioned o f f ic e r s  s ta r te d  s tr in p in g  c a r t r id g e s  from th e
70
dead and wounded. L uckily  th e  Yanks began to  g ive  ground.
At one s ta g e  in  th e  f ig h t in g  some of th e  Seventeenth  
Alabamans began to  waver. Tem porarily  fo rg e t t in g  h is  
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  d u t ie s ,  th e  Reverend Isaa c  T lckenor, th e  
reg im en ta l c h a p la in , moved out and began r a l ly in g  th e  men, 
f i n a l l y  even le a d in g  a charge. Grabbing a r i f l e ,  he 
b a t t le d  l ik e  a T ro jan , much to  the  d e l ig h t  and ad m ira tio n  
of h is  f lo c k . According to  th e  s o ld ie r s ,  th e  B a p tis t
59
"Diary of Edward Crenshaw ," 269; C in c in n a ti 
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c h a p la in  k i l l e d  one F e d e ra l  f i e l d  g ra d e  o f f i c e r ,  one
c a p ta in ,  and fo i ir  p r i v a t e s ,  b e s id e s  c a p tu r in g  a  dozen 
71
o th e r  f e l lo w s .
C a s u a l t i e s  on b o th  s id e s  w ere h eav y . G ir a r d y ’s
B a tte ry  to o k  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  bad b e a t in g  from  M cA rthu r’s
r i f le m e n .  L ie u te n a n t  J .  J .  Ja co b u s  was m o r ta l ly  wounded,
s h o t th ro u g h  th e  fo re h e a d .  P r iv a te  A. f io e se l ivas p ic k e d
o f f  by an  I l l i n o i s  r i f le m a n ,  who p u t a  b a l l  th ro u g h  h i s
head w h ile  th e  g u n n er "vra-s i n  th e  a c t  o f a im in g  h i s  6 -
p o u n d er. l i e u t e n a n t  C. S p ea th  c a u g h t a  b a l l  th ro u g h  h i s
r i g h t  arm , w h ile  P r iv a te  John H a lb e r t  was s h o t th ro u g h  b o th
a rm s. Three o th e r  e n l i s t e d  men w ere b ad ly  wounded b e fo re
M cA rthur’s r i f le m e n  were pushed b ack . (These were th e  l a s t
c a s u a l t i e s  th e  b a t t e r y  s u s ta in e d  t h a t  day , a lth o u g h  i t  was
72
r e p e a te d ly  engaged  a l l  a f t e r n o o n . )
There was no m assive  a l l - o u t  a s s a u l t  on th e  ex trem e 
Union l e f t .  The ru gged  t e r r a i n  fo rb a d e  t h a t .  The C onfed­
e r a t e s  a t t a c k e d  i n  s h o r t  s p u r t s  and r u s h e s ,  g r a d u a l ly  
p u sh in g  th e  B lu e c o a ts  b ack , g o b b lin g  up s e v e n ty - f iv e  o r a  
hundred  y a rd s  o f t e r r a i n  a t  a  b i t e .  W ith l i t t l e  b i t e s .  
W ith e r s ’ D iv is io n  c o n tin u e d  to  p ush  c lo s e r  to  th e  T ennessee 
E lv e r  and P i t t s b u r g  L and ing . By 1 2 :3 0  o r 1 2 :4 0  P. M.,
71
A rth u r  W alker, J r . ,  "T nree Alabama B a p t i s t  Chap­
l a i n s ,  1861 - 1865 . "  The A labam a■R eview , XVI ( J u ly ,  I 9 6 3 ) , 
1 7 8 ,1 7 9 ; C h a r le s  P i t t s ,  C h a p la in s  i n  G ray : The C o n fe d e ra te  
C h a p la in s ’ S to ry . (x Ja sh v il le :  1957TT 96 ',97 .
72
£ .  H ., X, p a r t  1 , 5 65 .
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th e  M is s i s s ip p ia n s  and A labam ans w ere th r e a te n in g  t o  r o l l  
o v e r th e  U nion l e f t ,  and th e r e  w ere no o th e r  F e d e ra l  t r o o p s  
betw een them  and th e  r i v e r .
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CHA.PTEE X
THE CROSSROADS
Executing a -withdrawal under f i r e  i s  al-ways a
hazardous p ro p o s itio n , bu t by a few m inutes p as t 10 o 'c lo c k ,
Sherman's F i f th  D iv is io n , or what was l e f t  of i t ,  -was
e s ta b lis h e d  in  a new p o s i t io n , l in k in g  up w ith  M cClernand's 
1
F i r s t  D iv is io n , The q u a r te r  m ile r e t r e a t  to  the  Purdy 
Road c o s t few Union l iv e s ,  but i t  f in is h e d  th e  job of 
d es tro y in g  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  of Sherman's D iv is io n .
H ildebrand s tay ed  w ith  h is  rem aining  reg im ent, th e  
Seven ty -seven th  Ohio, u n t i l  i t  s ta r te d  r e t i r i n g  from th e  
S h iloh  Church p o s i t io n . The regim ent f e l l  in to  d is o rd e r , 
th e  men d isap p ea rin g  in  a l l  d i r e c t io n s ,  H ildebrand became 
se p a ra te d , l o s t  h e a r t ,  and -washing h is  hands of th e  a f f a i r ,
g a llo p ed  over to  M cClernand's h e a d q u a rte rs , where he a tta c h e d
2
h im se lf to  th e  F i r s t  D iv is io n  as  a v o lu n te e r  a id e ,
B uckland 's th re e  reg im en ts a ls o  reached  the  Purdy 
Road l in e  in  a s t a t e  of Confusion, C o c k e r ill  and p a r t  of
1
G ra n t's  comrade in  arms, b io g rap h er and f r ie n d ,
Adam Badeau, m ain ta ined  th a t  Sherman a t  t h i s  tim e took 
command of M cClernand's D iv is io n  as w e ll as  h is  own. This 
i s  a dubious c la im . I t  i s  t ru e  th a t  Sherman was a West 
P o in te r , w hile M cClernand's only m i l i ta ry  experience p r io r  
to  1861 -was as a p r iv a te  in  th e  Black Hawk War, but th e  id ea  
th a t  th e  am bitious and g rasp in g  McClernand would a llow  any 
fe llo w  o f f ic e r ,  l e t  a lone Sherman, who was s t i l l  s u f fe r in g  
from th e  stigm a of h is  e a r l i e r  s o -c a l le d  m ental breakdown, 
and w ith  whom he had been q u a r re l l in g  some days e a r l i e r ,  
assume command, i s  h ig h ly  q u e s tio n a b le , McClernand served
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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th e  S e v e n tie th  Ohio wandered o f f ,  but e v e n tu a lly  wound up 
w ith  McClernand. C olonels S u lliv a n  and Buckland made r e ­
peated  e f f o r t s  to  r a l l y  th e  b rig ad e , but th e  more f a in t
3
h e a rted  s o ld ie r s  went s c a t te r in g  in  a l l  d i r e c t io n s .
Cursing and y e l l in g ,  o f f ic e r s  managed to  c o l le c t  fragm ents
from th e  s ix  reg im en ts , and formed them up about two hundred
yards west of th e  c ro ss ro a d s .
G eneral Grant lo c a te d  Sherman and b r ie f ly  c h a tte d  w ith
him a s  to  how th in g s  were go ing . Sherman was r id in g  a wounded
h o rse , and he had a minor wound in  one hand. He was covered
w ith  d u st and mud. Sherman inform ed G rant th a t  ammunition
was runn ing  a l i t t l e  s h o r t .  D ispatching  an  a id e  to  th e  r e a r
to  o rder a d d i t io n a l  c a r t r id g e s .  Grant rode o ff  toward
4
McClernand‘s D iv is io n .
w ith  d i s t in c t io n  a t  Belmont and P o rt Donelson under G rant, 
and he was as q u a l i f ie d  a s  any man in  th e  Union army to  ru n  
a d iv is io n  a t  t h i s  s tag e  in  th e  war. McClernand c e r ta in ly  
had more combat experience th a n  Sherman. See Mam Badeau, 
M ilita ry  H isto ry  of U lysses S. G rant. Prom A p r i l . 1861. to  
A p r i l . IS S ^  (Hew York: lÔ S lJ , 79; Comte de P a r is , H isto ry  of 
the  C iv il Uar in  America. I ,  542.
2
0. H ,, X, p a r t  1 , 249,250,263; Duke, P i f t y - th i r d  
Ohio. 4 9 .“
3
Ib id . ; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 267.
4
Badeau, M ilita ry  H isto ry  of U lysses S. G rant. 78 ,79 ; 
P u l le r ,  The G enera lsh ip  o f . U lysses S. G ran t. 112; R ichard 
M ille r  Devins, The P ic to r ia l  Book of Anecdotes and In c id e n ts  
of th e  R eb e llio n . (H a rtfo rd : ÎS 67 ), 253; R ichardson, P ersonal 
]^ s to ry  of U. S. G ran t. 241,242. Years l a t e r  Grant wrote he 
'^never deemed i t  im portan t to  s ta y  long w ith  Sherman. "
B a tt le s  and Leaders. I ,  473*
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Siiermsüi^s ammmiitioii s i tu a t io n  vas p a r t i c u la r ly
t r ic k y ,  s in ce  th e  d iv is io n  employed s ix  d i f f e r e n t  ty p es
of shou lder arm s. H ild e b ra n d 's  Brigade alone used  th re e
d i f f e r e n t  k in d s of muskets* Many of Sherman's s o ld ie r s
in s i s te d  in  c a rry in g  wounded comrades to  the  r e a r ,  and
alth o u g h  many of th e se  fe llo w s  l a t e r  re tu rn e d  to  th e  f i r i n g
l i n e ,  th e  p r a c t ic e  f u r th e r  weakened th e  a lre ad y  d ep le ted  
5
d iv is io n .
Sherman m issed McDowell's B rigade, He had ordered
th e  s t i l l  unengaged u n i t  to  f a l l  back on th e  Purdy Hoad
6
l i n e ,  bu t th e re  was no s ig n  of i t*  G enerals A nderson’s 
and C leburne’s sk irm ish e rs  cu t th e  Purdy Road about one- 
th i r d  of a  m ile  w est of th e  c ro ss ro a d s  ju s t  a f t e r  McDowell's 
lone b a t te ry  g a llo p ed  down th e  road  toward th e  c ro ss ro a d s , 
save one 12-pound h o w itze r, detached to  guard th e  Owl Creek 
bridge* McDowell ordered  th e  rem aining gun brought up and 
i t  was soon in  a c t io n , showering th e  S ou therners w ith  
c a n is te r*  Musket b a l l s  sp r in k le d  a l l  th re e  of McDowell's 
reg im en ts , and th e  co lo n e l decided  a g a in s t  t r y in g  to  fo rce  
th e  road* Turning h is  reg im en ts  in  a n o r th e a s te r ly  d i r e c t io n ,  
McDowell moved a c ro s s  C rescen t F ie ld  and in to  Sowell F ie ld  
b efo re  sw inging about and l in k in g  up w ith  Me d e m a n d 's
3
Duke, F i f t y - th i r d  Ohio. 48.
6
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 250.
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7
D iv isio n  about 11:30* Even w ith  McDowell out of p o s i t io n
to  h e lp , Sherman s t i l l  p repared  to  r e s i s t  w ith  th e  reg im en ts 
of h is  o th e r two b rig ad es and B a i th 's  B rigade, which a ls o  
a r r iv e d  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  a t  th e  new l i n e .
The new Purdy Bead p o s i t io n  lacked  th e  n a tu r a l  
s tr e n g th  of th e  S h iloh  Church r id g e , bu t a t  l e a s t  th e  Union 
army p resen ted  a f a i r l y  continuous f r o n t  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e 
in  th e  b a t t l e .  Colonel S tu a r t 's  command he ld  th e  extreme 
Union l e f t ,  supported  by M cArthur’s reg im en ts . Next was 
H u rlb u t 's  command in  th e  Peach Orchard, and th e  rem nants of 
P r e n t i s s ’ D iv is io n , re in fo rc e d  by Colonel Jacob T in d a l l ’ s 
T w enty-th ird  M issouri In fa n try , which occupied p a r t  of a 
sunken road  to  th e  r ig h t  of H u rlb u t. W. H. L, W allace 's  
D iv is io n  held  th e  r e s t  of th e  ro ad , commanding a  c le a r  f i e l d  
of f i r e  ac ro ss  th e  n o r th e rn  end of D uncan's f i e l d .  G eneral 
M cClernand's f i r s t  Brigade ( in c lu d in g  two v e te ra n  re g im e n ts ) . 
Colonel Abraham Hare; occupied a p o s i t io n  e ig h ty  to  a hundred 
y ards in  f ro n t  of th e  Purdy Road, and ju s t  to  th e  n o r th  of 
th e  Review f i e l d ,  th e  l e f t  of th e  b rigade  about 300 yards 
to  th e  sou th  from W allace’s r ig h t  f la n k , and in  a p o s i t io n  
to  re c e iv e  supporting  f i r e  from th a t  u n i t .
from l e f t  to  r ig h t  H are 's  Brigade c o n s is te d  of
7
Ib id . . 255; Reed, S h iloh . 256. McDowell s a id  he was 
ordered  to  jo in  Me d e m a n d  by Major W. D. Sanger, one of 
Sherm an's c h ie f  a id e s .  Sherman sa id  he ordered Buckland and 
McDowell to  l in k  w ith  McClernand about 10 :30 . Buckland’s 
u n i t  d id  no t execute  th e  o rder because i t  was d iso rg a n iz e d . 
0, R ., X, p a r t  1 , 255, 250.
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C a p ta in  Jam es M. A shm ore’s E ig h th  I l l i n o i s ,  M ajor Samuel 
E a to n ’ s E ig h te e n th  I l l i n o i s ,  and  C o lo n e l M a rc e llu s  C ro c k e r ’ s 
T h i r t e e n th  loi-za. C a p ta in  Edward M c A l l i s t e r 's  B a t te r y  E,
F i r s t  I l l i n o i s  l i g h t  A r t i l l e r y ,  was p o s i t io n e d  on th e  r i g h t  
f l a n k  o f th e  T h i r te e n th  Iow a, p e rh a p s  s e v e n ty - f iv e  y a rd s  
s o u th  o f Purdy  E oad. To th e  r i g h t  o f th e  b a t t e r y  M oCler- 
n a n d 's  v e te r a n  Second B r ig a d e , C o lo n e l C. C a r r o l l  î-Iarsh, 
commanding, b ra c e d  i t s e l f .  From l e f t  t o  r i g h t  M arsh d e ­
p lo y e d  th e  F o r t y - f i f t h  I l l i n o i s ,  C o lo n e l John  E . Sm ith ; 
F o r ty - e ig h th  I l l i n o i s ,  C o lo n e l I  sham H ayn ie ; T i-ren tie th  
I l l i n o i s ,  L ie u te n a n t  C o lo n e l Evan R ic h a rd s ;  and  th e  E le v e n th  
I l l i n o i s ,  l i e u t e n a n t  C o lo n e l Thomas Ransom* C a p ta in  Jerom e 
B urrow s' F o u r te e n th  Ohio B a t te r y  u n llm b e re d  on a  l i t t l e  p a tc h  
o f h ig h  ground j u s t  to  th e  r e a r  o f  th e  T w e n tie th  I l l i n o i s ,  
A f t e r  i t s  s u c c e s s f u l  w ith d ra w a l from  th e  S h i lo h  C hurch  l i n e ,  
R a i t h ’ s B rig ad e  d ep lo y ed  j u s t  b eh in d  and t o  th e  r i g h t  o f 
M arsh on th e  n o r t h  s id e  o f th e  c r o s s r o a d s ,  th e  F o r ty - n in th  
I l l i n o i s  ly in g  a c r o s s  th e  S h i lo h  C hurch Road. Sherman 
d i r e c t e d  R i s p e l 's  B a t te ry  t o  u n lim b e r  on th e  r i g h t  o f 
M arsh ’s B rig a d e , w h ile  C a p ta in  Jam es Tim ony’s B a t te r y  D, 
Second I l l i n o i s ,  form ed up on th e  l e f t  o f th e  F o r ty - n in th  
I l l i n o i s .  The E le v e n th  Iow a, o f  H a re ’s B r ig a d e , d e p lo y e d  
j u s t  b eh in d  th e  b a t t e r i e s  a t  t h e  c ro s s ro a d s  a s  i n f a n t r y  
s u p p o r t .  G e n e ra l S herm an 's  men w ere on th e  n o r th  s id e  o f 
P urdy  Road, on R a i t h ’s r i g h t .
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M cClernand's s o ld ie r s  moved in to  p o s i t io n  w ith  
enough, tim e to  organize and g e t ready f o r  a f ig h t ,  but 
E a i th 's  and Sherm an's men reached  th e  new l in e  w ith  Confed­
e ra te  sk irm ish e rs  ho t on t h e i r  h e e ls  and th e  main body of
8
S outherners only s ix  or e ig h t m inutes away. Johnson 's
sk irm ish e rs  advanced on Sherman's p o s i t io n  as  B e h r 's  S ix th
Ind iana  B a tte ry  galloped  up th e  Purdy Road, reach in g  th e
c ro ss ro ad s . Sherman rode up and d ire c te d  Behr to  unlim ber
9
ju s t  to  the  r i g h t  of the  c ro ss ro a d s .
C hanting, "Bull ru n . B ull r u n , " and "Get up th e re ,
you Damn Yankee 3—s of B s , and f ig h t  l ik e  men," th e
Rebel sk irm ish e rs  raked B eh r's  B a tte ry  w ith  musket b a l l s .
The c a p ta in 's  l i f e l e s s  body f e l l  o ff  h is  h o rse , and se v e ra l
of h is  e n l is te d  gunners were wounded. D riv ers  and gunners
a l ik e  panicked and headed f o r  th e  r e a r  w ithou t f i r i n g  a
sh o t, abandoning th e  fo u r 6-round smoothbores and th e  12- 
10
pound h o w itzer.
----------------- 5-----------------
Ib id . , 115 ,116 ,124 ,126 ,127 ,128 ,130 ,133 ,137 ,146 , 
249,273*276,278,291; Douglas Hapeman, D iary , A p ril 6, 
1862, Douglas Hapeman Papers, I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  
L ib ra ry ; Reed, S h ilo h . 45-47; A tw ell Thompson Map of 
S h iloh ; Map of S h iloh  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  presumably draim by 
T. Lyle Dickey, W allace-Dickey Papers; Duke, f t v - t ^ i r d  
Ohio. 49; S h iloh  N ational M ilita ry  Park m arkers; 0. R ., 




T. ¥ .  Connelly, H isto ry  of th e  S ev en tie th  Ohio 
Regiment, from i t s  O rgan ization  to  i t s  M ustering Out. 
(C in c in n a ti;  1 9 0 ^ * 1 4 3 :  -----
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Major Schwartz took  p e rso n a l coinmand o f îT ispel*s 
rem aining guns and opened f i r e  on th e  advancing Confeder­
a t e s ,  The b a t te r y  began ca tch in g  heavy musket f i r e  and 
th e  m ajor asked C olonel R a ith  f o r  in f a n try  su p p o rt. The 
b rigade commander p e rso n a lly  le d  th e  Seventeenth  and F o rty -  
th i r d  I l l i n o i s  fo rw ard . Schwartz and R a ith  were both
im m ediately wounded, th e  form er s e r io u s ly , th e  l a t t e r
11
m o rta lly , a Minie b a l l  through h is  r ig h t  th ig h . Southern
s o ld ie r s  cap tu red  th e  wounded co lo n e l and p laced  him in  a
t e n t ,  from where he was recovered  by th e  F éd éra is  th e  
12
fo llo w in g  day.
The C onfederate advance slacked  o ff  somewhat as  
hundreds of S ou therners  s tra g g le d  tow ard th e  r e a r ,  e i th e r  
d e l ib e r a te ly  m a lingering  or c a rry in g  wounded comrades to  
sa n c tu a ry . Beauregard worked f r a n t i c a l l y  to  g e t th e se  men 
back to  th e  f i r i n g  l in e s .  His p e rso n a l e s c o r t ,  under
11
0. S . ,  X, p a r t  1 , 144,139,146; Reed, S h ilo h . 47: 
Adolph Engelmann to  w ife . A p ril 8, 1862, Adolph Engelmann 
P apers.
12
0. R . , X, p a r t  1, 144; Thomas J .  M cCormack,(ed.). 
Memoirs of Gustave X oem er 1809-1896. (Cedar Rapids:
1909), 215; Adolph Engelmann to  w ife , A p ril 8, 1862,
Adolph Engelmann P apers. R a ith  was t r e a te d  a t  P i t ts b u rg  
Landing but h is  le g  was so badly  mangled th a t  McClernand 
p e rso n a lly  ordered  th e  wounded co lo n e l taken  to  Savannah 
on board th e  steam er H annibal. John McClernand to  C aptain  
A. S. M artin , Order of A p ril 9, 1862, John A. McClernand 
P apers. A second l e t t e r  to  M artin  d ire c te d  th e  c a p ta in  to  
g ive R a ith  s p e c ia l  a t t e n t io n .  Ib id i : Adolph Engelmann to  
w ife , A p ril 11, 1562, Adolph Engelmann Papers. R aith*s 
le g  was am putated Wednesday, but he d ied  from lo s s  of 
blood F riday  morning a t  11 A. M. 0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 144.
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C aptain  J ,  G, Dreux, broke up a p a rty  of men p lundering  a
cap tu red  encampment, w hile  h is  s t a f f  o f f ic e r s  c o l le c te d  
13
s tra g g le rs*  Soon a l l  of h is  a id e s  were employed and 
Beauregard rode about look ing  fo r  a d d i t io n a l  a s s is ta n c e .  
S po tting  a  C onfederate o f f ic e r ,  G eneral Beauregard asked him 
what u n i t  he belonged to .  Captain Samuel L a tta  r e p l ie d  th a t  
he was a member of th e  T h ir te e n th  Tennessee, and f a i l i n g  to  
recognize  th e  g e n e ra l, L a tta  asked, "And who a re  you, s i r ? "
Beauregard to ld  him, and w ith in  m inutes L a tta  was headed f o r
14
th e  f ro n t  in  charge of a hundred s t r a g g le r s .
The C onfederates were n e a rly  as  d iso rg an ized  and con­
fused  as Sherm an's D iv is io n . There was no s in g le  in d iv id u a l 
co o rd in a tin g  th e  v a r io u s  b rig ad es , and th e  advance on th e  
Purdy l in e  was d iso rg an ized . The S o u th e rn e rs ' o rder of 
advance from l e f t  to  r ig h t  was A nderson 's Brigade and b i t s  
and p ieces  from C leb u rn e 's  on th e  west s id e  of th e  C orin th  
and P it ts b u rg  Road. Bushrod Johnson 's Brigade should have 
been on A nderson’s r i g h t ,  th e  wounding of G eneral Johnson 
l e f t  th e  u n i t  le a d e r le s s ,  a s  i t  took a w hile  to  lo c a te  th e  
se n io r  c o lo n e l, P reston  Smith. Only th e  One hundred f i f t y -  
fo u r th  Tennessee, S m ith 's  own reg im en t, advanced along or
13
S. W. Ferguson to  G eneral Beauregard, M iscellaneous 
C o lle c tio n s , S h iloh  N a tio n a l M ilita ry  Park.
14
Samuel L a tta  to  w ife , A p ril 12, 1862, C onfederate 
C o lle c tio n . With th e  perm ission  of h is  commanding o f f ic e r .  
C aptain L a tta  was ta k in g  th e  body of a f a l l e n  f r ie n d  and 
fe llo w  o f f ic e r  to  a p lace  of s a fe ty  when he encountered 
Beauregard. I b id .
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ju s t  to  th e  l e f t  of th e  C o r iu th -P itts h u rg  Hoad, tak in g  
p a r t  in  th e  a s s a u l t  on th e  Union Purdy p o s i t io n .
By o rder of G eneral Hardee and G eneral Buggies, th e  
P i f t h  and T w enty-th ird  Tennessee and T h ir te e n th  Arkansas of 
S te w a rt ' s Brigade moved up ju s t  behind C olonel Smith, su p p o rt­
in g  him in  h is  advance on th e  F éd é ra is  a t  th e  c ro ss ro a d s .
B u s s e l l 's  B rigade, on th e  r ig h t  of G eneral Jo h n so n 's , 
was badly  d iso rg an ized  a f t e r  th e  S h ilo h  Church a s s a u l t  and 
to o k  no p a r t  in  th e  advance. some ra p id  and r a th e r  con­
fu s in g  r e s h u f f l in g .  Wood's and p a r t  of S te w a r t 's  B rigades 
changed p o s i t io n s ,  so Wood a c tu a l ly  h i t  th e  r ig h t  p o s it io n  
a t  th e  c ro ss ro a d s , w hile  S tew art advanced on Wood's r i g h t .  
S h av e r 's  Brigade com pleted the  l in e -u p , moving up on S te w a r t 's  
r i g h t .  As t h i s  second push commenced a g a in s t  th e  Union r ig h t  
only th re e  of A nderson 's reg im ents moved fo rw ard , th e  Seven­
te e n th  and Tw entieth  L o u isian a  and th e  N in th  Texas.
At th e  beginning of th e  a t ta c k  th e  Seventeenth  Loui­
s ia n a  l o s t  i t s  l ie u te n a n t  co lo n e l to  one of Sherman's
r if le m e n , who put a Minie b a l l  th rough  Jo n e s ' l e f t  arm.
15
With t h e i r  le a d e r  gone, th e  regim ent f a l t e r e d ,  H e ic h a rd 's  
T w entie th  L ou isiana charged Sherman, bu t was stopped by heavy 
f i r e .  As th e  German-Louisianan te m p o ra rily  r e t i r e d ,  C aptain  
Herman M uller, Company C, was s tru c k  in  h is  knee by a 
b u l l e t .  One of th e  men y e l le d  to  F i r s t  L ieu ten an t DePetz,
15
0. H ., X, p a r t  1 , 506.
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"C aptain M ailer has f a l l e n ! " DePetz sen t two men to  p ick
16
up th e  c a p ta in  and c a rry  him to  a h o s p i ta l .  DePetz 
assumed command Of th e  company, and H eichard qu ick ly  r a l l i e d  
th e  reg im en t. W ithin m inutes th e  Tw entieth went forw ard 
ag a in . At th e  id e n t ic a l  spo t where C aptain  M uller was h i t ,  
L ieu ten an t DePetz was s tru c k  in  th e  hack by a s h e l l  f r a g ­
ment, sending him spraw ling  to  th e  ground-. DePetz *s 
f in g e r s  nervously  f e l t  h is  back, but found th e  fragm ent had 
only s tru c k  h is  r o l le d  up ra in c o a t .  P u llin g  h im se lf t o ­
g e th e r , th e  g re a t ly  r e l ie v e d  l ie u te n a n t  climbed to  h is  f e e t  
and ra n  a f t e r  h is  s t i l l  advancing reg im en t. Heavy f i r e  h i t
17
th e  T w entieth , but they  p ressed  s te a d i ly  on toward Sherman.
On th e  r ig h t  of A nderson 's B rigade, S ta n le y 's  N inth
Texas r e s o lu te ly  advanced toward th e  Purdy Road, a lth o u g h
h i t  h e a v ily  by Sherman's f i r e .  The Washington A r t i l l e r y
raked  Sherman's s o ld ie r s  w ith  6 and 12-pound p r o je c t i le s
18
to  cover th e  advance, but Union sh a rp sh o o te rs  in  th e  woods 
and some u n id e n tif ie d  t e n t s ,  sp rin k le d  th e  b a t te ry  w ith  r i f l e
16
C harles DePetz to  w ife , A p ril 15, 1862. C lark , 
"The New O rleans German Colony in  th e  C iv il  War, 1003.
In  th e  confusion  of b a t t l e ,  M uller wound up a p r iso n e r . En­
l i s t i n g  in  th e  army December 21, 1861, a t  Camp Lewis, 
L o u isian a , M uller was e le c te d  second l ie u te n a n t  of company 
C. On January 8 , 1862, he was e le c te d  c a p ta in . A fte r  th e  
b a t t l e  he was tak en  by steam er to  th e  m i l i ta ry  h o s p i ta l  in  
C in c in n a ti, Ohio. On Ju ly  30, he was forw arded to  th e  m il­
i t a r y  p r iso n  a t  Camp Chase, Ohio. On September 11, 1862, 
he was exchanged from th e  steam er John H. Done, near V icks­
burg, M is s is s ip p i. His le g  was perm anently c r ip p le d  by th e  
S h iloh  wound, and he was never ab le  to  r e jo in  h is  command. 
He r e t i r e d  from the army November 2, 1864. Booth, L o u is i-
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f i r e ,  causing  many c a s u a l t ie s .  One man was s tru c k  a s  he
moved th e  t r a i l  of one of th e  p ie c e s . P riv a te  R ichard
Pugh, in  th e  b a t te ry  s in ce  March 6 , was h i t  by two b u l le ts
th a t  to r e  h is  p an ts  le g s  w ithou t sc ra tc h in g  him. She
b a t te ry  was fo rced  to  a  new p o s it io n  in  o rder to  avo id  some
19
of th e  sn ip e r  f i r e .
S t i l l  a c tin g  under B ragg 's  o rd er to  advance, Colonel
P res to n  Smith q u ick ly  o u td is tan ced  th e  r e s t  of th e  b rig ad e ,
unaware of G eneral Johnson’s m ishap. His f iv e  hundred odd
rem aining Tennesseans behind him. Smith led  th e  One hundred
f i f t y - f o u r t h  a c ro ss  th e  wooded a re a , heading s t r a ig h t  f o r
R a i th 's  p o s i t io n  on th e  c ro ss ro a d s , s la sh in g  th e  I l l i n l i a n s
w ith  m usketry and w ith  f i r e  from th e  s in g le  gun of P o lk 's
b a t te ry  th a t  had kep t up, in  charge of S ergeant J ,  J ,
20
P i r t l e .
Smith was a lre ad y  sh a rp ly  engaged w ith  R a i th ' s 
command and th e  E leven th  Iowa when S te w a r t 's  reg im en ts 
came up to  support him. McHeeley's T h ir te e n th  A rkansas 
moved up to  support P i r t l e ' s gun, some of h is  men a s s i s t in g
ana Records. I l l ,  Book 1, 1086.
17
C harles DePetz to  w ife , A p ril 15, 1 8 6 2 ,"The Hew 
O rleans German Colony in  th e  C iv il  W ar," 1003.
18
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 509.
19
Richard Pugh to  w ife , A p ril  8, 1362, R ichard 1 . 
Pugh Papers; Washington A r t i l l e r y  Order Book, L ou isiana  
H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n .
20
Oe R ., X, p a r t  1 , 446, 447.
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th e  g u n n e rs  i n  s h i f t i n g  f i r i n g  p o s i t i o n s .  The T h ir te e n th
d id  some s h a rp s h o o t in g  w i th  th e  I l l i n o i a n s ,  b u t  was n o t
h e a v i ly  en g ag ed , lo s in g  o n ly  s i x  men. l i e u t e n a n t  R. A.
Duncan, Company A, was wounded, and  two s e r g e a n ts  and th r e e
21 ^
p r i v a t e s  w ere k i l l e d .
V e n a b le 's  F i f t h  T ennessee  ad v an ced  on S m ith 's  r i g h t ,
22
b u t q u ic k ly  r e t i r e d  i n  th e  f a c e  o f e x tre m e ly  heavy f i r e .
T h is  l e f t  i t  up t o  th e  T w e n ty - th ird  and One h u n d red  f i f t y -
f o u r t h  t o  do th e  jo b . A f te r  r a k in g  th e  n o r th e r n e r s  w ith
m u sk e try . S m ith 's  and  C a m p b e ll 's  re g im e n ts  c h a rg e d , d r iv in g
th e  F é d é r a is  b ack  from  th e  c ro s s r o a d s ,  t h e  One hundred
23
f i f t y - f o u r t h  t a k in g  two g u n s .
G e n e ra l S . A. M. W ood's B rig ad e  p a s s e d  th ro u g h  
E a i t h ’ s B rig ad e  camp, t r a d i n g  s h o ts  w i th  Me d e m a n d 's  
s k i r m is h e r s .  In fo rm ed  o f th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  Purdy Road 
p o s i t i o n .  Wood h a l t e d  h i s  b r ig a d e ,  r e a r r a n g e d  h i s  re g im e n ts , 
and  a n g le d  them  f o r  a  c h a rg e  t o  th e  l e f t .  H is  new d isp o ­
s i t i o n s  from  l e f t  t o  r i g h t  w ere th e  N in th  A rk an sas  
B a t t a l i o n ,  E ig h th  A rk a n sa s , T w en ty -sev en th  T en n e sse e , S ix ­
t e e n t h  A labam a, F o r ty - f o u r th  T en n e sse e , F i f t y - f i f t h  
T en n e sse e , and  th e  T h ird  M is s i s s ip p i  B a t t a l i o n .  G enera l 
"Sam" n o t i f i e d  Hindman o f th e  s i t u a t i o n  and  th e  d i v i s io n a l
21
I b i d . . 4 3 0 , 4 3 1 , 
I b i d . . 433 .
23
I b i d . .  4 3 5 .
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commander im m ed ia te ly  o rd e re d  S h a v e r 's  B rigade  to  su p p o r t
24
W ood's B rigade  i n  an  a d v a n c e .
W ood's G ray o o a ts  headed  s t r a i g h t  onward f o r  M a rsh 's  
B rig a d e . The b a t t e r i e s  on b o th  s id e s  banged e n t h u s i a s t i c ­
a l l y  away, b u t th e  i n f a n t r y  h e ld  t h e i r  f i r e ,  sa v in g  th e  
a l l  im p o r ta n t  f i r s t  s h o t  ■*'or th e  maximum e f f e c t  a t  c lo s e  
r a n g e . Some o f Î4 a rs h 's  e n l i s t e d  men m u tte re d , ">Jhy d o n 't  
our o f f i c e r s  g iv e  th e  command to  f i r e ? " But th e  o f f i c e r s  
w a i te d .  As th e  s t r a i n  m ounted , a  few  n e rv o u s  f i n g e r s  
t ig h te n e d  on t r i g g e r s ,  and  o c c a s io n a l  p u f f s  of smoke 
s p u r te d  from  th e  l i n e  o f w a i t in g  Blue i n f a n t r y .  One 
h y s t e r i c a l  o f f i c e r  i n  th e  F o r t y - f i f t h  I l l i n o i s  scream ed , 
"Cease f i r e ,  th o s e  a re  o u r t r o o p s , "  An i r a t e  p r iv a t e  i n
Company A y e l l e d  back a t  him , "The h e l l  th e y  a re !  You w i l l
25
f in d  o u t p r e t t y  damned soon  th e y  a r e  n o t . "
The Gray re g im e n ts  moved in  c l o s e r ,  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  
th e  F e d e ra l  l i n e  e ru p te d  i n  a  d e a d ly  v o l le y  of m u sk e try .
The S o u th e rn e rs  q u ic k ly  r e tu r n e d  th e  f i r e .  L arge num bers 
o f men on b o th  s id e s  f e l l  t o  th e  g round  o r  c lu tc h e d  to r n  
p a r t s  o f t h e i r  b o d ie s . F o r a t  l e a s t  f i v e  m in u te s  th e  
s o l d i e r s  o f M a rsh 's  and W ood's B rig ad es  s im p ly  s to o d  in  
l i n e  and c u t  each  o th e r  t o  p i e c e s .  B u rrow s' s i x  r i f l e s
"2^
0 . B . , X, p a r t  1 , 592.
25
Crummer, W ith G ran t a t  F o r t  D o n e lso n . 57 , 58 .
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spewed d e a th  i n to  th e  G ray l i n e s ,  h u t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  
fo u g h t  back  s a v a g e ly . Burrows and tw e n ty - f iv e  o f h i s  men 
w ere wounded and f o u r  o th e r s  k i l l e d  by th e  m u sk e try .
26
S ev en ty  b a t t e r y  h o rs e s  w ere c u t  down by th e  d e a d ly  f i r e .
I f  th e  f i r e  from  M a rsh 's  men w ere n o t  bad enough,
th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  su d d e n ly  fo u n d  th e m se lv e s  b e in g  m auled
by m u sk e try  from  K ebel t r o o p s  i n  th e  r e a r ,  who m is to o k
W ood's l e f t  re g im e n ts  f o r  B e d e ra ls .  C o lo n e l P a t te r s o n
o rd e re d  h i s  E ig h te e n th  A rk an sas  to  ta k e  c o v e r  on th e
ground  o r  b e h in d  t r e e s .  The s h o ts  from  th e  r e a r  soon
c e a s e d , and  P a t t e r s o n 's  men q u ic k ly  sc ram b led  t o  t h e i r  f e e t
and p o u red  a  b l i s t e r i n g  f i r e  i n to  th e  E le v e n th  and T w e n tie th  
27
I l l i n o i s .
L o sse s  i n  a l l  o f  W ood's u n i t s ,  e x c e p t  H a r d c a s t l e ’s 
B a t t a l i o n  w hich  was n o t  en g ag ed , were h eav y ; b u t th e  Con­
f e d e r a t e s  r e s o l u t e l y  c o n tin u e d  f i r i n g  i n t o  th e  men from  
I l l i n o i s .  C o lo n e l C h r is to p h e r  W illia m s , T w en ty -aev en th  
T en n e sse e , f e l l  w ith  a  b u l l e t  th ro u g h  h i s  h e a r t ,  l i e u t e n a n t  
C o lo n e l B. H, Brown, o f  t h a t  same re g im e n t ,  d ropped  w ith  
a  s e v e r e ly  f r a c t u r e d  l e g ,  w h ile  many e n l i s t e d  men and 
ju n io r  o f f i c e r s ,  in c lu d in g  C a p ta in  Isham  G. H earn ,
-----------------2 T -----------
0 , E . , X, p a r t  1 , 137; B e a rs s , " P r o je c t  1 7 ,"  
4 ;  K e l ly ,  ^ G e n e ra l John  H e rb e r t  K e lly , The Boy G en era l 
o f th e  C o n fe d e ra c y ,"  4 1 , 4 2 .
27
0 . R .,  X, p a r t  1 , 598 .
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28
Company E, were k i l l e d .
U nion lo s s e s  w ere even  h e a v ie r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  f i e l d
o f f i c e r s .  C o lo n e l H aynie and L ie u te n a n t  C o lo n e l w illia m
S a n fo rd , F o r ty - e ig h th  I l l i n o i s ,  w ere b o th  b a d ly  wounded,
29
and th e  re g im e n t began t o  g r a d u a l ly  g iv e  g ro u n d . The
T w e n tie th  I l l i n o i s  was th e  n e x t  t o  c r a c k ,  and  th e n  th e
E le v e n th , h a v in g  l o s t  tw o commanding o f f i c e r s ,  l i e u t e n a n t
C o lo n e l Hansom and M ajor G a r r e t t  K evins b a d ly  wounded i n
l e s s  th a n  f i v e  m in u te s , p lu s  a  t h i r d  o r  more o f i t s  o th e r
p e r s o n n e l ,  b roke  and head ed  f o r  th e  r e a r .  The E le v e n th
had s u s ta in e d  329 c a s u a l t i e s  a t  F o r t  D onelson  two m onths
30
e a r l i e r  and  was s t i l l  p i t i f u l l y  u n d e r s t r e n g th .  The
F o r t y - f i f t h  fo llo w e d  i t s  s i s t e r  r e g im e n ts ,  and  th e  C onfed -
31
e r a t e s  fo llo w e d  th e  r e t r e a t i n g  F é d é ra i s .
A lth o u g h  W ood's men had ro u te d  an  e n t i r e  b r ig a d e ,  
t h e i r  f i g h t  was a c t u a l l y  o n ly  h a l f  o v e r, f o r  im m e d ia te ly  
b eh ind  M a rs h 's  abandoned  p o s i t i o n  l a y  a  seco n d  F e d e ra l  
b r ig a d e  o f  f r e s h  t r o o p s ,  many o f them  com bat v e te r a n s ,  
V e a tc h 's  B rig ad e  o f H u r lb u t 's  D iv is io n .
 -------------
I b i d . .  605.
29
I M d . ,  138 .
30
I b i d . .  116; D ouglas Hapeman, D ia ry , A p r i l  6 , 
1862, D oug las Hapeman P a p e rs ;  0 . R . , V II , 1 3 3 , I 3 7 ,
31
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When H u rlb u t was f i r s t  n o t i f i e d  o f th e  a t t a c k  on
Sherman t h a t  m orn ing , he im m e d ia te ly  d is p a tc h e d  C o lo n e l
32
Jam es C. V e a tc h 's  B rigade  to  r e i n f o r c e  Sherm an' s l e f t .
L ie u te n a n t  J ,  C, Long o f H u r lb u t 's  s t a f f  b ro u g h t V ea tch  th e
„ 33
news o f h i s  a s s ig n m e n t. B ugles blew  and drums b e a t ,  and
soo C o lo n e l V e a tc h 's  f o u r  re g im e n ts  w ere on th e  ro a d  to
th e  f r o n t .  I t  tra,s a  lo n g  w a lk , and th e  b r ig a d e  m et "crow ds
o f s t r a g g l e r s  s k u lk in g  t o  th e  r e a r ,  , , ,  a  h u m i l ia t in g  s i g h t , "
The F o u r th  D i v i s i o n 's  men sh o u te d  c u r s e s  and  i n s u l t s  t o  th e
s t r a g g l e r s ,  who r e t o r t e d  w i th  a  w ide v a r i e t y  o f e x c u se s
f o r  t h e i r  c o n d u c t. Som etim es th e  b r ig a d e  saw two and
th r e e  a b le  b od ied  men c a r r y in g  o r  h e lp in g  a lo n g  one s l i g h t l y
34
s c r a tc h e d  F e d e ra l  s o l d i e r .
V e a tc h 's  o rd e r s  w ere t o  d e p lo y  h i s  b r ig a d e  b eh in d  
th e  camp o f  th e  S e v e n te e n th  I l l i n o i s ,  t o  th e  r i g h t  o f  th e  
Review F i e l d ,  b u t by th e  tim e  th e  m arch in g  F é d é ra is  
re a c h e d  th e  b o rd e r in g  a r e a .  C o n fe d e ra te  i n f a n t r y  was a l ­
re a d y  a p p ro a c h in g  th e  I l l i n o i s  camp s i t e ,  V eatch  w is e ly  
d e c id e d  t h a t  t o  a t te m p t t o  ta k e  h i s  a s s ig n e d  p o s i t i o n  
would mean a  d i s a s t e r ,  and b e s id e s  t h e r e  w ere F e d e ra l
32
0 , R , , X, p a r t  1 , 203 ,
33”
I b i d . .  220,
34
B a rb e r, Army M em oirs. 5 1 , 52; A lv in  Q. Bacon, 
T h r i l l i n g  A d v e n tu re s  o f A P io n e e r  Boy W hile A P r i s o n e r  o f  
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t r o o p s  (M cC lernand’s } "between him and th e  camp. The f o r t y -  
two y e a r  o ld  v e te r a n  o f F o r t  D onelson  d ep lo y ed  h i s  men 
b e h in d  H a re 's  B r ig a d e , An o f f i c e r ,  c la im in g  t o  be a c t in g  
u n d e r  S herm an 's  o r d e r s ,  ro d e  up and t o l d  V ea tch  to  move to  
th e  r i g h t .  The F é d é ra is  s lu n g  t h e i r  r i f l e s  over t h e i r  
s h o u ld e rs  and moved to  th e  r i g h t  t o  some uneven  g round  d i ­
r e c t l y  'behind I-Iarsh, where th e  re g im e n ts  w ere d ep lo y ed  
a g a in .  From l e f t  t o  r i g h t  V e a tc h 's  command c o n s i s te d  o f th e  
T w e n ty - f i f th  I n d ia n a ,  L ie u te n a n t  C o lo n e l v rillia m  Morgan 
(V e a tc h 's  o ld  r e g im e n t) ;  F o u r te e n th  I l l i n o i s  C o lo n el C yrus
H a l l ;  F o r t y - s i x t h  I l l i n o i s ,  C o lo n e l John  D av is ; and th e
35
F i f t e e n t h  I l l i n o i s ,  l i e u t e n a n t  C o lo n e l Edward E l l i s ,  The
b r ig a d e  to o  p o s i t i o n  on a  s l i g h t  r i s e  i n  th e  g ro u n d , i n  f r o n t
36
o f w h ich  was a  h i l l .  They w ere one hun d red  and f i f t y  t o
37
two hundred  y a rd s  b eh in d  i-iarsh , V ea tch  a p p a r e n t ly  th o u g h t 
he was beh ind  p a r t  o f  S h e rm an 's  D iv is io n ,  f o r  th e r e  i s  no 
r e c o r d  of him com m unicating  w ith  e i t h e r  I4arsh o r M cC lernand, 
ïJhen I>3arsh's men b ro k e , th e  p u rsu in g  R eb e ls  o c cu p ied  
h i s  p o s i t io n  and  k e p t  on a f t e r  th e  r e t r e a t i n g  Yanks,
V e a tc h 's  men had  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  open ing  f i r e  f o r  f e a r  of 
s h o o tin g  t h e i r  own p eo p le  f l e e i n g  ah ead  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s ,
35
0 , R , , X, p a r t  1 , 2 2 6 ,2 2 8 ,2 3 0 ; Bacon, T h r i l l i n g  
A d v e n tu re s . 4 ,5 ;  F o s te r ,  Ifar S t o r i e s .  62 ,
36
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To add t o  th e  p ro h le in s , B urrow s' s u rv iv in g  b a t t e r y  h o r s e s
broke lo o s e  and stam peded th ro u g h  V e a tc h ’s l i n e s ,  r o u t -
38
in g  Company A, F o u r te e n th  I l l i n o i s .
L ying on th e  g round  o r s h e l t e r e d  b eh in d  th e  num erous
39
t r e e s ,  th e  N o r th e rn e rs  f i r e d  a t  w i l l  i n t o  F o o d 's  men.
But th e  C o n fe d e ra te s , s t im u la te d  by t h e i r  v i c t o r y ,  and
p ro b a b ly  n o t  r e a l i z i n g  th e y  w ere f a c in g  a  f r e s h  F e d e ra l
f o r c e ,  k e p t r i g h t  on com ing. Some of th e  F é d é ra is  l i t  o u t
f o r  th e  r e a r ,  "no t t o  r e t u r n  u n le s s  d rove  a t  th e  p o in t  of 
40
a  b a y o n e t ,” The f l e e i n g  t ro o p s  from  I-Iarsh 's  B rigade  
sw ept o v er V e a tc h 's  p o s i t i o n ,  d i s r u p t in g  h i s  l i n e  c o m p le te ­
l y  and  s e r io u s ly  d i s o r d e r in g  th e  F i f t e e n t h  and F o r ty -  
s i z t h  I l l i n o i s .
About th e  same moment. S m ith 's  One hund red  f i f t y -  
f o u r t h  T ennessee  c ra sh e d  th ro u g h  th e  c r o s s r o a d s ,  d r iv in g  
back  C o lo n e l B a ith  and  th e  E le v e n th  lot-ra and tu r n in g  
V e a tc h 's  r i g h t  f l a n k .  Some o f th e  T ennesseans s t a r t e d  
s h o o tin g  i n to  th e  F i f t e e n t h  I l l i n o i s '  r i g h t  com pan ies,
w h ile  G e n e ra l F o o d 's  d e te rm in e d  s o l d i e r s  s t r o n g ly  pep p ered
41
th e  N o rth e rn  re g im e n ts  from  in  f r o n t .  L ie u te n a n t  C o lo n el
33
I b i d . . 225.
39
Fay 8 on Shumi-ra-y t o  w ife ,  A p r i l  13 , 1862 , Fay son 
Z. Shum?jay P a p e rs ,
40
Bacon, T h r i l l i n g  A d v e n tu re s . 4  ; 0 . R . , X, p a r t  1 ,
220 ,
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S , P , P i l l s  c au g h t a  b a l l  i n  an  arm , b u t he c o n tin u e d  t o
le a d  th e  F i f t e e n t h  u n t i l  a n o th e r  m usket b a l l  t o r e  th ro u g h  
42
h i s  h e a r t .  Moments b e fo r e ,  M ajor W illiam  Goddard was
k i l l e d  w h ile  ad m on ish ing  th e  F i f t e e n t h  t o  " s ta n d  f i r m ;
43
s ta n d  y o u r g ro u n d . . . .  Take good a im . A ll  b u t two o f
th e  company commanders and over a  h u n d red  o f  th e  r a n k s
44
f e l l  i n  th e  d e a d ly  c r o s s f i r e ,  b u t s t i l l  th e  re g im e n t h e ld .
The S ix te e n th  Alabama and th e  T w en ty -se v en th  T ennessee  
sifarmed over B u rro w 's  B a t te r y ,  abandoned  now, save f o r  th e  
dead  and  wounded men and  h o r s e s .  A C o n fe d e ra te  s e rg e a n t
p la n te d  th e  " S ta r s  and  B a rs"  over th e  b a t t e r y ,  b u t he was
45
im m e d ia te ly  sh o t down by F i f t e e n t h  I l l i n o i s  E if le m e n .
F i n a l l y  i n  th e  m id s t o f  su ch  c o n fu s io n ,  th e  F i f t e e n th
46
c o u ld  s ta n d  no  m ore, and  i t s  members h eaded  f o r  th e  r e a r .
The F o r t y - s i x t h  was n e x t  t o  c ra c k .  C o lo n e l D a v is ' men 
were h i t  by heavy and a c c u r a te  f i r e  w h ich  k i l l e d  o r  wounded 
e ig h t  company o f f i c e r s  and  many e n l i s t e d  men. Among th e  
c a s u a l t i e s  was fo rm e r m il i t ia m a n  John  M u sser, c a p ta in  o f
2f2
I b i d . , 226; B a rb e r , Army M em oirs. 5 4 , P r iv a te  
B a rb e r , Company D, s a id  E l l i s  was f i r s t  h i t  i n  th e  hand 
and th e n  th ro u g h  th e  h e a r t .  I b i d .
43
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Company A, When th e  C onfederates charged, th e  tw en ty-n ine 
y ea r old o f f ic e r  sheathed h is  sword, grabbed a m usket, and 
began f i r i n g  u n t i l  a Southern b u l le t  caught him in  th e  
le g . Musser was tra n sp o r te d  to  Quincy, I l l i n o i s ,  by means 
of a h o s p i ta l  sh ip , anâ h is  leg  was am putated. He died 
A p ril 23 . le av in g  a w ife and two c h ild re n . Major Dorn- 
b la s e r  was among those wounded a t  t h i s  tim e. A musket b a l l ,  
which he c a r r ie d  th e  r e s t  of h is  l i f e ,  h i t  him in  th e  l e f t  
shou lder jo in t  of th e  arm. Davis f i n a l l y  ordered  the
47
regim ent to  f a l l  back to  p reven t i t s  a n n ih i la t io n .
Confederate in f a n try ,  probably from th e  Fourth  
Tennessee, tu rn ed  V ea tch 's  l e f t  f la n k  so th e  T w en ty -fifth  
Ind iana was su b je c te d  to  a deadly two-way f i r e .  L ieu tenan t 
Colonel Morgan ordered h is  men to  f a l l  back, but as  they  
s ta r t e d  th e  execu tion  of h is  command he was shot tn rough  the 
le g . Major John F o s te r  took  over th e  command and managed 
to  withdraw p a r t  of th e  regim ent to  com parative s a fe ty  in  
th e  r e a r .  I t  was a f ig h t in g  r e t r e a t ,  many of th e  men 
pausing to  load  and f i r e  every few y ard s .
Seeing everyone e ls e  p u llin g  back. Colonel H all 
decided to  do lik e w ise . His men headed f o r  th e  r e a r  in  
com plete con fusion , but th e  co lo n e l managed to  c o l le c t  
some of them and lin k e d  up w ith  F o s te r . Some of th e  men 
d id  n o t h ea r th e  o rder to  f a l l  back and were l e f t  behind
%7
Ib id . . 228 , 229; Jones, 4 6 th  I l l i n o i s .  37, 25.
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48
and were overrun .
With a l i t t l e  a s s is ta n c e  from o th e r u n i t s .  Wood's 
command had d e fea ted  two enemy b r ig a d e s , r o l l in g  them 
p e l l-m e ll ,  but th e  p r ic e  was d ea r, and Wood was among the  
c a s u a l t ie s .  The n o ise  of b a t t le  f r ig h te n e d  h is  mount, and 
th e  g en e ra l was f lu n g  to  th e  ground w ith  such fo rc e  as to  
d isa b le  th e  b rigade  commander f o r  over th ree  h o u rs . This 
tem porary lo s s  of t h e i r  commanding o f f ic e r ,  p lus th e  con­
fu s io n  engendered by t h e i r  su c c e ss fu l a t ta c k , threw  the 
e n t i r e  b rigade in to  a complete s ta te  of d iso rd e r , th e  
rem nants of th e  v a rio u s  b a t ta l io n s  and regim ents wandering 
o ff  in  a l l  d i r e c t io n s .
Major Samuel lo v e , the  T w enty-seventh 's l a s t  f i e l d  
o f f ic e r ,  was n o t w ith  th e  command. He was ta k in g  p a r t  in  
an o p e ra tio n  on an o th er p a r t  of th e  f i e l d ,  and th e  regim ent
was low on ammunition. The c a p ta in s  marched th e  su rv iv in g
49
men to  th e  r e a r ,  where they  met G eneral Beauregard, By 
th e  g e n e ra l 's  o rd ers  L ieu tenan t Ferguson took command of 
th e  Tw enty-seventh. C o llec tin g  ammunition from th e  supply 
wagons, th e  l ie u te n a n t  co lo n e l d is t r ib u te d  c a r t r id g e s  to  
th e  Tennesseans and ordered them to  " r e s t  and r e f r e s h  them­
se lv e s  w ith  c o f fe e , e t c . " He l a t e r  tu rn ed  th e  command over 
to  th e  se n io r  c a p ta in , but i t  was th re e  hours u n t i l  th e
---------------
Ib id . ; Bacon, T h r i l l in g  A dventures. 5»
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50
regim ent was ready to  go back in to  a c tio n .
I f  Wood had broken th rough , the  r e s t  of th e  Confed­
e ra te  push a g a in s t McClernand’s p o s it io n  had met w ith  only 
a l i t t l e  su ccess. G eneral A lexander S tew art became in ­
volved in  th e  a s s a u l t  in  a r a th e r  p e c u lia r  fa sh io n . In 
response to  o rd ers  from a s t a f f  o f f ic e r ,  S tew art moved h is  
brigade over to  th e  l e f t ,  and th e n  forw ard . But Colonel 
Pl. p . Weely f a i l e d  to  hear th e  o rd e r , and th e  Fourth  
Tennessee wandered to  th e  r i g h t .  S tew aft le d  h is  th re e  
o ther regim ents ac ro ss  a sm all stream  and ordered  them to  
l i e  on th e  ground to  p ro te c t them selves a g a in s t  enemy f i r e  
u n t i l  he could r id e  back and lo c a te  Colonel Weely. VJhile 
he was gone, Hardee and then  Buggies came by and ordered 
th e  th re e  regim ents to  jo in  in  on th e  a t ta c k  a t  th e  c ro s s ­
ro ad s. F inding th e  F ourth , S tew art le d  them to  where he 
assumed th e  r e s t  of h is  brigade was w a itin g . F inding the  
regim ents gone, he had l i t t l e  tim e to  ponder th e  m a tte r, 
f o r  one of G eneral Bragg’s s t a f f  o f f ic e r s  rode up and 
ordered S tew art to  storm a F ed era l b a t te ry  lo c a te d  in  the  
northw est co rner of th e  Review F ie ld .  S tew art to ld  h is
men what Bragg wanted done, and asked i f  th ey  could do i t .
51
The men r e p l ie d .  Show us where i t  i s ;  we w i l l  t r y .  "
50
L ieu tenan t Colonel S= ¥. Ferguson to  G eneral 
Beauregard, A p ril 9 , 1862, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , 
S h iloh  R ationa l M ilita ry  Park.
51
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The b a t te ry  in  q u es tio n  was th a t  of C aptain  Edward 
M cA llis te r. I t  had been dropping 24-pound s h e l ls  on th e  
F ourth  f o r  se v e ra l m inu tes, causing  th e  s o ld ie r s  to  take  
cover on th e  ground. The b u rs tin g  s h e l ls  k i l l e d  C aptain 
John S ou therland , Company G, and se v e ra l p r iv a te s  a ls o .
Major John P. Henry was m o rta lly  wounded. I t  was about 
e ig h t hundred yards to  M c A llis te r 's  p o s it io n , but th e  
Tennesseans scram bled to  t h e i r  f e e t  and double-quicked 
forw ard s l i g h t ly  to  th e  l e f t ,  and th en  s t r a ig h t  on f o r  th e  
b a t te r y .  The b ig  guns belched flam e, smoke, and d ea th , as 
th e  exploding p r o je c t i l e s  to re  n a s ty  gaps in  th e  advancing 
l i n e s .  Wood's and S h av er 's  B rigades were a t ta c k in g  a t  th e  
same tim e , th u s  much of th e  in f a n try  f i r e  was d iv e rte d  
from th e  Fourth  to  th e  o th e r u n i t s ;  however, th e  Tennes­
seans were s tru c k  by r i f l e  f i r e  from th e  F o r ty - f i f th
52
I l l i n o i s  and T h ir te e n th  Iowa of H are 's  B rigade. ■ The 
F ourth  averaged th e  lo s s  of a man f o r  every fo u r  yards of 
ground i t  advanced a c ro s s , bu t th e  regim ent d id  n o t tu rn  
back. H a ltin g  n ea r M c A llis te r 's  p o s i t io n , th e  F ourth  
poured in  a v o lle y  and th en  charged . M cA llis te r and many 
of h is  men were s tru c k . D espite h is  in ju ry , th e  game 
c a p ta in  ordered  h is  guns h itc h ed  up. So many h o rses  had 
been h i t  by th e  F o u r th 's  m usketry th a t  th e re  were only 
enough to  h i tc h  up th re e  p ie c e s . B a tte ry  D, F i r s t  I l l i n o i s ,
52
Me d e m a n d  to  U. S. G ran t, March 3, 1862, 
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le s s  one gun and two men, made a h a s ty  w ithdraw al as
N e lly 's  regim ent swarmed in to  t h e i r  p o s i t io n ,  cap tu rin g  
53
two gunners»
As the  F ourth  cap tu red  th e  sh iny  24-pounder, Shaver 
and h is  b rigade drove H a re 's  th re e  reg im en ts  from t h e i r  
p o s i t io n . A fte r  h e lp in g  c rack  Peabody 's B rigade, Shaver 
was ordered  to  h a l t  and reform  h is  command, and upon p e r ­
form ing t h i s  fu n c tio n , Hindman ordered  him to  "make an 
oblique change of f r o n t  to  th e  l e f t ,  " th e  id e a  of a t ta c h in g  
a F ed era l encampment th e r e .  Before com pleting  t h i s  move­
ment, however. Shaver i^as o rdered  to  make a f la n k  movement,
54
c ro ss  th e  Review F ie ld , and storm McClernand s l e f t .
S h av er 's  reg im en ts moved a c ro s s  Review F ie ld , runn ing  
in to  only l i g h t  f i r e .  'By th e  tim e th ey  reached  w ith in  
e ig h ty  o r a hundred y ard s  of H are 's  p o s i t io n ,  the  Fourth  
Tennessee had chased M c A llis te r 's  gunners atfay, and Mood's 
men were d r iv in g  M arsh 's Brigade back. R e a liz in g  they  were 
o u tflan k e d . H are 's  Brigade began to  d is s o lv e .  -S h a v e r 's
53
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 432, 116; B earss, "P ro jec t 1 7 ,"  
2 . There i s  some q u e s tio n  as to  whom le d  th e  Confederate 
charge . G eneral S tew art r e f e r r e d  to  "N ee ly 's"  reg im ent, 
and th e  g e n e ra l commended Neely fo r  h i s  g a l la n t ry  a t  th e  
end of h is  r e p o r t , I b i d . , 427,429* The r e p o r t  of the  
F ourth  Tennessee a t  S h ilo h  was signed by L ieu ten an t Colonel 
Otho S tr a h l ,  who f l a t l y  s ta te d  t h a t  he made th e  charge. He 
d id  n o t even m ention N ee ly 's  name in  th e  r e p o r t .  I b id . .  
432,433» A, J ,  Meadows, of th e  F ourth  T ennessee, main­
ta in e d  th a t  S tra h l  le d  th e  charge which cap tu red  C aptain 
M c A llis te r 's  "famous" b a t te r y .  A, J .  Meadows, "The Fourth  
T en n essee ." C onfederate V ete ran . XIT ( J u ly , 1906), 312. Col-
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men raked th e  E igh th  I l l i n o i s  p o s i t io n  w ith  m usketry,
wounding th e  commanding o f f ic e r ,  Captain James Ashmore.
Captain W illiam Harvey, Company K, assumed command but
he was k i l l e d  alm ost in s ta n t ly ,  and the  regim ent headed
fo r  th e  rear-. The T h ir te e n th  Iowa f i r e d  one v o lle y  before
55
Colonel Crocker gave th e  o rder to  p u ll  back*
The c o llap se  of V ea tch 's  Brigade sp e lle d  the  end
of th e  Purdy Road l i n e ,  and abou^ 11;20 , th e  C onfederates
were in  com plete p o ssessio n  of th e  p o s it io n . McClernand
ordered h is  reg im ents to  reg roup  about two hundred yards
n o rth  of th e  c ro ssro ad s ; however, g iv in g  th e  o rder was
56
e a s ie r  th a n  see ing  i t  execu ted . The F éd éra is  were badly 
s c a tte re d  and b rigade o rg a n iz a tio n  was com pletely  d is ru p te d . 
Most of th e  reg im en ta l commanders sim ply f e l l  back to  where 
they  could f in d  a spo t to  make a s ta n d . Sherman and 
McClernand no lo n g er had a f a i r l y  continuous fo rm atio n , 
but in s te a d , a score of confused reg im ents s tru n g  out along 
th re e -q u a r te r s  of a m ile of uneven t e r r a i n .  The only saving 
grace of th e  s i tu a t io n  was th a t  th e  C onfederates were ju s t
onel Reely d ied  of n a tu ra l  causes th e  fo llo w in g  month, and 
S tra h l was e le c te d  c o lo n e l. Tennesseans in  th e  C iv il War. I .  
183. E i th e r  S tew art was confused about Weeiy^s presence or 
something happened to  th e  co lo n e l befo re  th e  charge was 
made and S tra h l d id  n o t r e f e r  to  i t ,  perhaps from a f e e l in g  
of d e lic a c y .
54
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as confused.
Wood was out of the  f i g h t ,  w hile P re s to n  Smith was
ju s t  beginning to  round up h is  s c a t te re d  u n i t s ,  R u s s e l l’s
command was a ls o  badly s c a t te r e d ,  and many of h i s  men were
in  need of c a r t r id g e s .  Only A nderson’s b a t te re d  brigade
possessed  any k ind  of cohesive a g g re ss iv e n e ss . Along most
of th e  a re a , th e  f ig h tin g  sim ply degenerated  in to  a s e r ie s
of exchanges of musket and cannon f i r e .
On McClernand’s l e f t .  C olonel Crocker managed to
c o l le c t  most of h is  regim ent and p a r t  of th e  E ig h th  and
E ig h teen th  I l l i n o i s ,  and they  engaged opposing Confederate
57
in fa n try  in  a  sharp  f i r e  f i g h t .
C aptain  James Timony’s B a tte ry  D, Second I l l i n o i s ,  
came up and McClernand ordered  in  in to  p o s i t io n  along the  
ro ad , Timony’s men opened f i r e  on A nderson 'a slow ly ad­
vancing Texans and L ou isianans, l ie u te n a n t  DePetz had 
an o th er near encounter w ith  d ea th . The l ie u te n a n t  l a t e r  
wrote h is  w ife , t e l l i n g  h er th a t  "two sh o ts  sounded and 
one of them went through my t ro u s e r s  leg  and f e l l  in  my 
boot, th e  o th e r cu t away my w atch -chain , and went through
58
my co a t w ithou t h u rtin g  me in  th e  s l i g h t e s t . "
C onfederate musketry was very  heavy, and B a tte ry  D 's
57
I b id . .  132.
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C harles DePetz to  w ife , A p ril 15, 1862, in  
C lark , "The New Orleans German Colony in  th e  C iv il  W ar," 
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few in fa n try  su p p o rts  q u ick ly  m elted away. C onfederate 
a r t i l l e r y ,  probably  some of I .  Hogdson’s gunners, s h e lle d  
th e  I l l i n o i s  b a t te r y ,  An exploding p r o je c t i l e  knocked 
C aptain  Timony s e n s e le s s , w hile gunners and h o rses  dropped 
a l l  around. L ieu ten an t T. D, Tozer was k i l l e d  w hile h e lp ­
ing  work h is  gun, and a t  l e a s t  fo u r  e n l i s te d  men l o s t  
t h e i r  l i v e s ,  b es id es  many were wounded under th e  heavy 
C onfederate f i r e .  L ieu ten an t J .  D. W h ita ll took  command 
of Llmony' s B a tte ry  and managed to  w ithdraw  two of th e
b a t t e r y 's  p ieces  and some o th e r  equipm ent, bu t th e  N inth
59
Texas se ized  fo u r  of th e  ponderous iro n  tu b e s .
A fte r  th e  lo s s  of Timony's guns, McClernand ordered
an o th e r w ithdraw al, h is  v a r io u s  reg im en ts  e s ta b l is h in g  a
jagged l in e  along th e  so u th e rn  end of th e  Jones F ie ld .
60
A fte r  t h i s  l a s t  w ithd raw al, o ffe n s iv e  a c t i v i t i e s  on t h i s  
p o r tio n  of th e  f ro n t  te m p o ra rily  h a l te d .  Sherman and 
McClernand reo rg an ized  t h e i r  commands and prepared  f o r  a 
c o u n te ra tta c k .
S h o rtly  a f t e r  th e  b a t t l e  began, G eneral ¥ . H. L. 
W allace formed h is  Second D iv is io n  up in  p re p a ra tio n  f o r  
a move to  th e  f r o n t ,  wherever th a t  m ight be. But befo re  
moving out Wallace o rdered  Colonel C ra f ts  Wright to  ta k e  h is  
reg im en t, th e  T h ir te e n th  M issouri In fa n try  of McArthur' s
59
0. S .,  L II , 23, X, p a r t  1 , 116, 509.
60
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jBrigade, and r e p o r t  to  G eneral Sherman over a t  or n e a r  th e  
61
Purdy Road. W allace th en  sen t B. S. Compton’s F o u rteen th
M issouri and C olonel Thomas M orton 's E ig h ty - f i r s t  Ohio
over to  guard th e  Snake Creek B ridge, on th e  road  le ad in g
62
to  Crump's la n d in g . W allace d ire c te d  G eneral McArthur
to  ta k e  th e  two rem aining  reg im en ts of h is  b rig ad e , p lu s
B a tte ry  A, F i r s t  I l l i n o i s ,  and move so u th  along th e  Hamburg
63
Hoad to  support C olonel S tu a r t .  With h is  two rem aining
b rig a d e s , Wallace s ta r t e d  out on th e  f a t a l  two m ile march
to  th e  b a t t le  f r o n t ,  n o t knowing th a t  h i s  lo v e ly  w ife ,
Ann, was on th e  steam er Minnehaha, a lre a d y  t i e d  un a t  th e  
64 •
Landing.
A rriv in g  a t  th e  Duncan F ie ld ,  in  a gap between
H u rlb u t 's  p o s i t io n  in  th e  Peach Orchard and M cClernand's
65
n ea r th e  Purdy Road, Wallace im m ediately moved h is  F i r s t  
B rigade, commanded by Colonel James T u tt le ,  in to  p o s i t io n
Ib id . , 159.
62
I b id . , l 6 l .
63
Ib id . , 155, 156; Reed, S h ilo h , 50.
64
Mrs. W. H. L. W allace to  h e r Aunt i Îag, A p ril 29, 
1 8 6 2 ,.M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  R a tio n a l M ilita ry  
Park . According to  Colonel T u tt le ,  w r i t in g  many y ea rs  
a f t e r  th e  ev en t, W allace was in  h is  t e n t  d re ss in g  to  go 
meet h i s  w ife when th e  news of th e  a t ta c k  came. Byers,
Iowa in  War Times. 129.
W '
B e ll, Tramps and Triumphs, 15; Reed, S h iloh . 48. 
W ithin a ^ew m inutes a f t e r  Wallace reached  h is  p o s i t io n , 
H u r lb u t 's  r ig h t  f la n k  was re in fo rc e d  by P re n tis s  and th e  
reo rg an ized  reg im en ts of h is  d iv is io n . During th e  b a t t l e  
P re n t is s  a c tu a l ly  covered W allace 's  l e f t .
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along  an old road  behind th e  Duncan F ie ld . From l e f t  to
r ig h t  T u t t l e ’s l in e  c o n s is te d  of th e  F o u rteen th  Iowa,
C olonel W illiam T. Shaw; T w elfth  Iowa, Colonel Joseph
Woods; Seventh Iowa, L ieu ten an t Colonel James C. P a r ro t t ;
Second Iowa, L ieu ten an t Colonel James Baker. Wallace
brought up h is  Third B rigade, le d  by Colonel T= ¥ . Sweeny,
w ith  th e  F i f ty - e ig th  and Seventh I l l i n o i s ,  C olonels William
Lynch and iJIajor B ichard Rowett r e s p e c tiv e ly  commanding;
moving forw ard to  tak e  up th e  p o s i t io n  on T u t t l e ’s r ig h t  and
on McClernand’s extreme l e f t .  The F i f t i e t h  I l l i n o i s  was
soon ordered to  move to  M cA rthur's su p p o rt, w hile th e  E ighth
Iowa and F if ty -s e v e n th  I l l i n o i s  were h e ld  in  d iv is io n a l  
66
r e s e rv e .
T u t t l e ’s F i r s t  Brigade was one of th e  f i n e s t  in  
G ra n t’s army. The Second lovra, had served ?rith  honor in  
M issouri th roughout most of 1861, bu t i t  had f a i l e d  to  see 
a c t io n .  I t s  f i r s t  c o lo n e l, Samuel R. C u r tis , had been 
promoted to  m ajor g e n e ra l, and on March 7 and 8, he de­
f e a te d  G eneral E a r l Van Dorn’s army a t  Pea Ridge, A rkansas. 
Even as  th e  Second took  i t s  p o s i t io n  in  l in e  on th e  morning 
of A p ril 6, Van Dorn’s army was h u rry in g  tow ard C o rin th .
The Second Iowa’s second c o lo n e l, Janes T u tt le ,  had 
perform ed w ith  d is t in c t io n  a t  F o rt Donelson, le ad in g  the
 -------------
Thomas, S o ld ie r  L i f e ; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 149, 
151, 153, 162, 164, 1Ü5.
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Second in  a determ ined charge on th e  Confederate works. 
T u tt le  was now b rig ad e  commander and in  l in e  f o r  a b r ig ­
a d ie r  g e n e ra lsh ip . A ll fo u r  reg im ents had fough t a t  P o rt
Donelson, and th e  Seventh had been engaged a t  Belmont,
67
M issouri, th e  p rev io u s November.
T u t t l e 's  Brigade e s ta b lis h e d  i t s  p o s it io n  along a 
landm ark th a t  has s in ce  become synonymous w ith  S h iloh—th e  
Sunken Road. The road  was a simple wagon t r a c k , running  
from th e  C o r in th -P itts b u rg  lan d in g  Road eastw ard to  th e  
Hamburg-Savannah Road. I t  ra n  a c ro ss  th e  th re e  p r in c ip a l  
ro ad s  to  P it ts b u rg  lan d in g ; th u s  i t  was an unfo rseen  
b a r r ie r  to  th e  C onfederate p lan  to  d r iv e  a wedge between 
th e  F ed era l l e f t  and th e  la n d in g . Union and Confederate 
o f f ic e r s  a l ik e  were s tro n g ly  im pressed by th e  in h e re n t 
s t r e b g th  of G eneral W allace 's  and G eneral P r e n t is s ' po­
s i t i o n s ,  but to  t h e i r  eyes th a t  s tre n g th  la y  in  th e  th ic k  
underbrush  on th e  l e f t  and th e  c le a r  f i e l d  of f i r e  provided 
by Duncan's F ie ld  on th e  r i g h t .  Only one " O ff ic ia l  R eport"
c i t e s  th e  p o s i t io n , Cheatham 's, r e f e r r in g  to  i t  m erely as
68
"an abandoned ro a d . "
General Don C arlos B uell l a t e r  sa id  th a t  " i t  was 
eq u a lly  form idable a g a in s t a t ta c k  from both d i r e c t i o n s , "
^ 7
Ib id . . V II, 168, 111, 275.
68
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adding th a t  th e  p o s i t io n  c o n s is te d  of “a  wood in  th e  
c e n te r  w ith  a th ic k  undergrowth, f lan k ed  on e i th e r  s id e  
"by open f i e l d s ,  and w ith  open bu t s h e l te r in g  woods in
69
f r o n t  and r e a r . " The S ou therners r e f e r r e d  to  th e  whole 
p o s i t io n , road  and a l l ,  sim ply as  th e  "H ornet’s l e s t " .  
C onfederate H rivate  Thomas Chinn R obertson , F ourth  
L o u isian a , who took  p a r t  in  s e v e ra l  a t ta c k s  on th e  H o rn e t's  
R est, d esc rib ed  i t  a s  "an o ld  ro a d , which by f re q u e n t 
t r a v e l  had become worn about th re e  f e e t  deep", R obertson 
a ls o  sa id  th e  ro ad  ra n  ac ro ss  a h i l l  which "was covered
70
w ith  th e  th ic k e s t  undergrow th of b la c k ja c k  I  ever saw".
The ground in  f r o n t  of R r e n t i s s ’ p o s i t io n  was
covered w ith  many h icko ry  and oak t r e e s  th a t  had n o t y e t
le av ed . The F éd é ra is  could see to  shoot th rough  th e  t r e e s ,
bu t th e  tim b er a c te d  a s  a sc reen  f o r  t h e i r  oim p o s i t io n .
To R riva te  C harles Horton, T w e n ty -fif th  Ohio, th e  Sunken
Road t-ras a p o s i t io n  "about f i f t e e n  in ch es or more deep,
71
a ffo rd in g  e x c e lle n t  cover and good r e s t  w hile f i r i n g . "
'  0 ---------------------------------------
B a tt le s  and L eaders. I ,  5Q5»
70
Thomas Chinn Robertson to  m other, A p ril 9» 1862, 
Thomas Chinn R obertson P apers, L ou isiana  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  
A rch ives. R o bertson ’s d e s c r ip tio n  i s  borne out by one 
Union source which mentioned "an o ld  i-rashed out road  . . .  
th r e e  f e e t  d e e p ," w ith  a  low r id g e  and a dense th ic k e t  to  
th e  l e f t .  % rers, loïp. In  War Times. 129, 130. See a ls o  
H ild red  Throne, (edTTT ""Brastus 3 . S arp en s’ H isto ry  of 
Company P, th e  1 2 th  Iowa In fa n try , 1861-1866, " The Ioi-ja 
Jo u rn a l of H is to ry . LYI (A p ril, 1958), 178,
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P riv a te  Leander S till-w e ll, S i x t y - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s ,  spoke of
th e  p o s i t io n  a s  an "o ld , grass-gro-wn coun try  road  t h a t  ra n
th ro u g h  th ic k  woods. The w heels of wagons, runn ing  f o r
many y e a rs  r ig h t  in  th e  same r u t s ,  had c u t th rough  th e
t u r f ,  so th a t  th e  su rfa ce  of th e  road  was somewhat lower
th an  th e  a d ja c e n t g ro u n d ." S t i l lw e l l  added th a t  " th is
a ffo rd e d  a s l ig h t  n a tu r a l  b reastw ork , which T-jas s u b s ta n t ia l  
72
p r o te c t io n ." C aptain  Andrew H ickenlooper, F i f th  Ohio
B a tte ry , remembered th e  Sunken Road a s  a "roadway . . .  cu t
f o r  some d is ta n c e  th rough  a low h i l l . " The road  was
-[fashed o u t, form ing "a p ro te c tin g  p a rap e t only a few in ch es
in  h e ig h t but enough p a r t i a l l y  to  p ro te c t  th e  in f a n tr y ,  w ith
73
i t s  f r o n t  covered by an alm ost im penetrab le  g row th ."
G eneral Lew W allace remembered th e  Sunken Road as
"an abandoned road  i-jashed out by r a in s  to  a dep th  of tw enty
74
or t h i r t y  in ch es , and screened  by a t h i c k e t . "  VRiether or 
n o t th e  Sunken Road, or th e  H o rn e t’s R est, was a m assive 
tre n c h  or ju s t  a s l i g h t ly  crashed out road  bed, i t  s t i l l  
p rovided  a good lo g ic a l  p o s i t io n  f o r  th e  Union army to
72
S t i l lw e l l ,  Common S o ld ie r . 64. Colonel T u ttle  
c i te d  th e  "old sunken road" in  a speech a f t e r  th e  war.
James H, T u t t le ,  "Brigade R e p o rt,"  F i r s t  Reunion of Io~wa’s 
Hornet ’ s Rest Brigade Held a t  Les Moines. lo tfa . Wednesday 
and Thursday. October 12 and 13. 1887. ( Oskaloosa; lô& 7).12 .
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r a l l y .
By around 9:30 , T u t t l e ’s men began ta k in g  th e i r
p o s i t io n  along th e  ro ad . A C onfederate b a t te ry  opened
f i r e  on th e  Second Iowa, k i l l i n g  and mangling Union men
w ith  exploding  s h e l l s .  One member of Company C had h is
fo o t crushed so badly by a s h e l l  fragm ent th e  d o c to rs  were
l a t e r  fo rc ed  to  am putate i t .  The men were ordered to  l i e
down in  th e  roadbed to  g e t  some cover from th e  f i r e ,  but
c a s u a l t ie s  s t i l l  mounted. C aptain  Bob L i t t l e r  was s tru c k
as  he hugged th e  e a r th , a jagged s l i c e  of iro n  te a r in g  h is
arm o ff  from th e  sh o u ld er, except f o r  a t in y  p iece of
m uscle. Crazed w ith  p a in , L i t t l e r  jumped to  h is  f e e t
scream ing, "Here, boys! h e re !"  before  m e rc ifu lly  f a in t in g .
T e r r i f ie d  by th e  exploding s h e l l s ,  a trem b ling  r a b b i t  ra n
75
up and snuggled a longside  a s o ld ie r .  O ccasionally  
T u t t l e ’s and Sweeny’s men exchanged sh o ts  w ith  d i s ta n t  Con­
fe d e ra te  sk irm ish e rs , bu t f o r  th e  most p a r t  of an hour th e  
p o s i t io n  rem ained com paratively  q u ie t ,  except f o r  the  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .
In  th e  a t ta c k  on H are’s Brigade p o s i t io n . S haver’s 
r ig h t  wing reg im en t. Colonel Marmaduke’s Third C onfederate , 
was exposed to  heavy r i f l e  f i r e  from W allace’s men. Shaver 
im m ediately sen t word to  G eneral Bragg th a t  s tro n g  F ed era l 
fo rc e s  were massing to  th e  r i g h t  and in  f ro n t  of h is  command.
75
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G eneral Bragg ordered  C aptain  C harles S w e tt's  B a tte ry  to
move over and support Shaver. Confederate sharpshoo ters
76
a ls o  jo in ed  in  th e  f i g h t .  Swett and h is  men fought
th e i r  way over th e  extrem ely rough t e r r a i n  u n t i l  they
reached th e  Third C o n fed e ra te 's  p o s i t io n . Colonel Marma-
duke was stand ing  th e re ,  w a itin g , and he to ld  the b a t te ry
commander, "Sw ett, th ese  fe llo w s are  in  th a t  piece of woods
on our f r o n t ,  l e t ' s  go fo r  them ." C aptain  Swett r e p l ie d ,
"A lrig h t, I'm  w ith  you ."  Marmaduke’s men advanced toward
Wallace sk irm ish e rs , while S w e tt's  6-pounders and 12-pound
77
how itzers  covered th e  advance.
G eneral Hindman rode over to  in v e s tig a te  and ran  
in to  the  l in e  of f i r e  of a F edera l b a t te r y .  A cannon 
b a l l ,  probably  from one of H ickenlooper' s rem aining smooth­
bores, k i l l e d  G eneral Hindman’s mount, and th a t  o f f ic e r
78
was badly b ru ised  by h is  f a l l  to  th e  ground.
S h av er's  men were exhausted and they  were low on 
ammunition. A fte r  Hindman was d isa b le d , Shaver w ithdrew  to  
reg roup . S tew art, w ith  h is  Fourth Tennessee and fragm ents
-----------------7 3 ---------------
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 574.
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C harles Sw ett, "S h ilo h ,"  M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , 
S h iloh  N ational M ilita ry  Park.
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D. C. Govan to  the  Honorable Shiloh  Park Commis­
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of the S ix tee n th  Alabama and f i f t y - f i f t h  Tennessee, a ls o
79
took p a r t  in  t h i s  movement, although  no t c lo s e ly  engaged.
At t h i s  stage in  th e  f ig h t in g , a new u n i t  moved upon 
the  scene, Cheatham's Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel 
William H. S tephens. Cheatham’s o th er b rig ad e , under 
Bushrod Johnson, had p rev io u s ly  been engaged on the Confed­
e ra te  l e f t ,  but th e  g en e ra l remained in  re se rv e  w ith the  
Second. As the  brigade headed fo r  th e  f r o n t .  General A. S. 
Johnston detached th e  F i r s t  Tennessee B a tta lio n , Colonel 
George Maney, to  u n i ts  vri.th Colonel JT. B. F o r r e s t ’s cav a lry  
and Colonel D. H. Cummings' N ineteen th  Tennessee. These
th ree  u n i ts  moved to  th e  r ig h t  to  guard G reer Ford over 
80
l ic k  Creek.
G eneral Johnston h a lte d  th e  F i r s t  Tennessee and 
p e rso n a lly  addressed  them as  they  moved tow ard th e i r  new 
s ta t io n .  Inform ing Maney's men th a t  he had se le c te d  them 
fo r  t h i s  p ost of honor, Johnston explained  th a t  i f  General 
B u e ll’s army a r r iv e d  and cro ssed  the  Tennessee River a t  
Hamburg, th e  C onfederates would be in  se r io u s  tro u b le .
He d ire c te d  th e  Tennesseans to  hold th e i r  p o s it io n  no 
m atter what th e  p ric e  might be. To wind up h is  speech, 
he asked th e  s o ld ie r s  i f  th ey  had been issu ed  th e  req u ire d
79
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80
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f o r ty  ro unds. I t  was a  solemn moment, and th en  one v ery
s e r io u s  p r iv a te ,  Dave Adams, so b e rly  draw led, "No, G eneral,
I  a i n ’t  g o t bu t t h i r t y - e i g h t . "  G eneral Johnston sm iled
and re p lie d ," V e ry  w e ll , my f r ie n d ,  see your o rd e r ly  s e r -
81
g ean t and g e t your f u l l  num ber."
The r e s t  of th e  b rig ad e  execu ted  a s e r ie s  of move­
m ents along th e  f r o n t ,  deploying  to  th e  l e f t  in  support of 
G eneral Bragg’s l in e ;  and th e n , by G eneral B eauregard’s 
o rd e rs , deploying  to  th e  r i g h t ,  ta k in g  up a p o s i t io n  in  
f r o n t  bu t w e ll ai-7ay from th e  H o rn e t’s B est.
S h o rtly  a f t e r  10 o ’c lo ck . C ap tain  H elancthon Smith 
opened f i r e  on th e  H orne t’s Best w ith  h is  fo u r  lîapoleons 
and two 6-pound sm oothbores. The M is s is s ip p ia n s  su ffe re d
h e a v ily  from W allace 's  b a t t e r i e s ,  b u t th e y  kep t th e  c o n te s t 
82
up f o r  an hou r. W allace’s M ss  our i  gunners n o t only 
pounded Sm ith’s M is s is s ip p i B a tte ry , bu t th ey  raked  th e  
e n t i r e  b rig ad e  a s  w e ll .  Cheatham ordered  h is  men to  l i e  on 
th e  ground, and th e  f e d e ra l  gunners q u ic k ly  s h if te d  to  a 
more lu c r a t iv e  t a r g e t .  Colonel A, J .  L indsay ’s f i r s t  
M is s is s ip p i C avalry , which was sc reen in g  Cheatham’s r e a r .
The M s s is s ip p ia n s  saw th e  f i r s t  sh o ts  pass over 
t h e i r  heads, but th e  H orthem  gunners low ered t h e i r  s ig h ts .  
P r o je c t i le s  dropped among th e  c a v a lry  w ith  in c re a s in g
SÏ
A, 3. H orsley,"H em iniscenees of S h i lo h ," Confed­
e r a te  V eteran . I I  (August, 1894), 234.
■~S2
0. H ., X, p a r t  1 , 458 .
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accu racy . One s o lid  shot f e l l  ju s t  sh o rt and r ich o ch e ted
toward C aptain H. ¥ , Foote. Sinking h is  spurs in to  h is
h o r s e ’s f la n k s ,  Foote narrow ly go t out of the  way. The
p r o je c t i le  s tru c k  l ie u te n a n t  E. T. D eupree 's s t a l l i o n ,
k i l l i n g  him, and g raz in g  th e  l i e u te n a n t 's  th ig h , breaking
h is  saber in  two. S everal more h o rses  were s tru c k  by
cannon sh o t, in c lu d in g  l ie u te n a n t  J .  G. D eupree 's mount,
Bremer. In th e  excitem ent of b a t t l e ,  th e  h o r s e 's  t a i l  was
ra is e d  h igh , and th e  sho t "cut away about h a l f  of i t ,  bone
and a l l ,  and ever a fte rw ard s  he was known as 'b o b - t a i l
Bremer’ ". With iro n  b a l ls  bouncing in  a l l  d i r e c t io n s .
Colonel lin d sa y  decided  to  counterm arch th e  F i r s t  M iss is -
8 3
s ip p i ,  and th ey  took  s h e l te r  in  a nearby ra v in e .
About 11 :20 , G eneral B reckinridge moved a fo rc e  of 
in f a n try  in to  p o s i t io n  on Cheatham’s r ig h t ,  and opened w ith  
r i f l e  f i r e  on th e  opposing F é d é ra is . Moments l a t e r ,  Beaure­
g a r d 's  a s s i s t a n t  a d ju ta n t g e n e ra l. Colonel Thomas Jordan , 
rode up and inform ed Cheatham th a t  G eneral Beauregard 
ordered him to  a t ta c k  W allace 's  p o s i t io n . Cheatham then  
p e rso n a lly  le d  forw ard h is  Second B rigade, Colonel Charles 
W ic k lif fe ’s Seventh Kentucky on th e  l e f t .  Colonel Henry 
D ouglass' ITinth Tennessee in  th e  c e n te r ,  and l ie u te n a n t  
Colonel Timothy P. Jo n e s’ S ix th  Tennessee on the  r i g h t .
J .  G. Deupree, 'The Noxubee Squadron of th e  
F i r s t  M iss is s ip p i C avalry ,"  3 1 ,  3 2 .
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With S m ith 's  M is s is s ip p i B a tte ry  p ro v id in g  covering  f i r e ,
Oheatham, S tephens, and th e  th re e  reg im en ts d o u b le -q u ick ed .
toward th e  Sunken Road.
The lowans h i t  th e  a t ta c k in g  fo rc e s  h e a v ily  w ith
m usketry and a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  Cheatham' s : s o ld ie r s  slowed
down. Then th ey  stopped a l to g e th e r ,  many of th e  men ta k in g
84
cover behind t r e e s  and bushes to  r e tu r n  th e  F ed e ra l f i r e .
î^any o f f ic e r s  l o s t  t h e i r  l iv e s  h e re , In c lu d in g  Major W. J .
Welhorn, Seventh Kentucky, and C ap ta ins Joe B. Freeman and
G. G. Person. Rot a l l  of th e  o f f ic e r s  were as  brave as
th e s e . One S ix th  Tennessee o f f ic e r  named F u s s e l l  headed fo r
cover behind a  lo g , and he c rin g ed  th e re  a l l  th rough  the  
85
f ig h t .
The th re e  C onfederate reg im en ts  q u ick ly  f e l l  back to  
th e  r e a r ,  minus many of t h e i r  b e s t men e i th e r  k i l l e d  or 
wounded. During t h i s  movement. C olonel S tephens, who was 
a lre a d y  s u f fe r in g  from i l l n e s s ,  was d isa b le d  by a bad f a l l  
from h is  h o rse . W ithin m inutes he was fo rc ed  to  leav e  th e  
f i e l d .  R eturn ing  to  h is  o r ig in a l  p o s i t io n  on th e  Hamburg
-----------------52f---------------
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 438 , 151 . The Seventh Ken­
tucky had a lre a d y  been under long range a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  
About 9 A. M., an exploding s h e l l  had wounded C aptain  
J .  G. P i r t l e ,  Company A. George, H is to ry  of th e  3d. 7 th  
8 th . and 12 th  Kentucky. C. S. A ., 29 .
85
John Johnston , P ersonal Rem iniscences of th e  
C iv il  W ar,” John Johnston  P apers, Tennessee Department 
of A rchives and H is to ry .
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Hoad, Ciieatham moved to  th e  r i g h t ,  where he was n o t
86
s e r io u s ly  engaged ag a in  u n t i l  t h a t  a f te rn o o n .
T B ---------------
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 453, 438.
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CHAPTER XI
HORNET'S NEST
noon th e  s i tu a t io n  on th e  S h iloh  b a t t l e f i e l d  was
tho rough ly  confused. Except f o r  a few reg im en ts , G enerals
G rant and Jo h n s to n 's  arm ies were f u l l y  committed in  th e
b a t t l e ,  y e t  n e i th e r  s id e  had scored  a d e c is iv e  blow. On th e
Union r i g h t ,  McClernand and Sherman b u s ily  c o l le c te d  th e i r
men, p o s it io n in g  them in  a rough l in e  in  f r o n t  of H are 's
Brigade camp. T heir job was made a l i t t l e  e a s ie r  by th e
a r r i v a l  of f r e s h  tro o p s , McDowell's Brigade and th e
T h ir te e n th  M issouri, along w ith  th e  F if te e n th  and S ix teen th
Iowa. A fte r  h is  long com plicated  journey from th e  b rigade
camp a re a , McDowell and h is  th re e  reg im en ts reached G eneral
M cClernand's r ig h t  a l i t t l e  befo re  noon, and th e  newly
a r r iv e d  reg im en ts were soon busy f ig h t in g  C onfederate 
1
sk irm ish e rs .
Colonel C ra fts  J .  Wright brought th e  T h ir te e n th
M issou ri, of M cArthur's B rigade, to  h e lp  Sherman, and he
2
jo in ed  on th a t  commander's l e f t .  The F if te e n th  and S ix th -
te e n th  Iowa went in  to  r e in fo rc e  McClernand by o rd ers  of
3
G eneral U. S. G ran t. The s ix  reg im en ts q u ick ly  deployed.
1
H art, F o r t ie th  I l l i n o i s  In fa n try . 88.
2
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 159.
3
I b id . .  160.
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and by t h e i r  presence helped stem f u r th e r  C onfederate
advancing f o r  th e  tim e being.
I t  was a t ry in g  o rd ea l f o r  th e  F if te e n th  Iowa, fo r
the  u n i t  had only completed i t s  o rg an iz a tio n  a t  Koekuk, on
February 22 , and lack in g  muskets and equipm ent, th e  r e g l -
4
ment had been ab le  to  do very  l i t t l e  t r a in in g .  They were
issu ed  weapons, .53 c a l ib e r  S p r in g f ie ld  r i f l e s ,  March 26 ,
but had no t had a chance to  p ra c t ic e  using  th e  before em-
5
barking fo r  P itts b u rg  Landing. T heir march to  McClernand' s
l in e  was something of a n igh tm are, as th e  inexperienced
Colonel Hugh Reid galloped  up and down th e  l in e  on h is
horse y e l l in g  somewhat confused o rders to  h is  men. The
lie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l, W illiam Dewey, of Sidney, Iowa, a lso
rode up and down th e  l in e ,  u n leash ing  a p ro d ig io u s flow  of
swear words a t  th e  s o ld ie r s .  O ccasionally  he paused and
re in e d  in  h is  horse to  "take some c o n so la tio n  through  th e
6
neck of a p in t  b o t t l e . "  Passing  th e  u su a l crowd of 
s t r e tc h e r  b ea re rs  and s t r a g g le r s  on th e  road , th e  regim ent 
reached th e  b a t t l e  l in e  to  th e  sou th  and e a s t  of H are 's
4
MeElroy, Undying P ro c ess io n . 38 .
5
Throne, Cyrus Boyd D iary . 24, 29.
6
I b id . . 29 . The a s s i s t a n t  reg im en ta l surgeon l a t e r  
remarked th a t  L ieu tenan t Colonel Dewey was on th e  s ic k  
l i s t ,  "an unequal to  th e  occasion . " Belknap, 15th  Regi­
ment Iowa. 107.
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Brigade camp.
The te n  companies s t a r t e d  deploying as Confederate
sk irm ish ers  began h i t t in g  them w ith  m usketry. Some of
th e  lowans prom ptly sho t back . F orty  y ea r o ld  Colonel
Reid rode up and s a r c a s t i c a l ly  y e l le d , "Cease f i r i n g ;  th e re
7
i s  n o t an enemy w ith in  two m iles  of y o u ." As i f  in
answer to  h is  rem ark, a C onfederate sn ip e r  se n t a b a l l
th rough  th e  c o lo n e l 's  neck, plowing a deep fu rrow  and causing
him to  f a l l  from h is  h o rse .
Major Belknap rode over and asked h is  f a l l e n  su p e rio r
o f f ic e r  how bad ly  he was h u r t .  The h a lf  stunned co lo n e l
r e p l ie d ,  " I  am k i l l e d .  T e ll  my w ife I  d ied  f ig h t in g  g lo r i -  
8
ously . " W ithin a few m inu tes, however, Colonel Reid was
on h is  f e e t  and resumed command of th e  reg im ent f o r  th e
9
r e s t  of th e  day.
The F if te e n th  Iowa, along  w ith  i t s  s i s t e r  reg im en t, 
th e  S ix tee n th , on i t s  f la n k , soon was f u l ly  deployed fo r  
a c t io n , and e n th u s ia s t ic a l ly  f i r e d  a t  th e  d is t a n t  Southern
7
Bay, "The F if te e n th  Iowa a t  S h ilo h ,"  182.
Ib id .
9
Belknap, 15 th  Regiment Iowa. 15; Bay, "The 
F if te e n th  Iowa a t  S h iloh , 182, 183* L ater in  th e  war 
Reid supported  th e  r e c r u i t in g  of Negro tro o p s . When 
some of h is  s o ld ie r s  p ro te s te d , he e x p la in e d ," Remember 
th a t  every co lo red  s o ld ie r  who s to p s  a r e b e l  b u l le t  saves 
a w hit m an's l i f e . "  Belknap, 15 th  Regiment Iowa. 15.
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10
s n ip e rs ,
licClernand o rdered  a c o u n te ra tta c k , and ju s t  about
12 o 'c lo c k  noon, F ed e ra l tro o p s  began moving fo rw ard .
Only p a r t  of th e  d iv is io n  responded to  th e  a t ta c k  o rd e r.
H are 's  Brigade s ta n d in g  pu re ly  on th e  d e fe n s iv e , excep t f o r
h is  detached E leven th  Iowa. The E lev en th , T w entieth , F o rty -
th i r d  and F o r ty - f i f th  I l l i n o i s  and th e  F o r ty - s ix th  I l l i n o i s ,
of V ea tch 's  B rigade, th e  E leventh  Iowa, T h ir te e n th  M isso u ri,
p lus a detachment of f o r ty  men belonging to  th e  S e v e n tie th
Ohio, under Henry P h i l ip s ,  reg im en ta l a d ju ta n t ;  in  a d d i t io n
11
to  McDowell's th re e  reg im en ts , advanced to  th e  a t ta c k .
The co u n te ra tta c k in g  F éd éra is  h i t  Bushrod Jo hnson 's
B rigade, now commanded by P reston  Sm ith, and sh a rp ly  pushed 
12
i t  back. McDowell's Brigade advanced on Me d e m a n d  ' s 
r i g h t ,  bu t i t  suddenly h a l te d  as i t  ra n  in to  C onfederate 
re in fo rcem en ts , E. T. T rab u e 's  Brigade of B re c k in r id g e 's  
Eeserve Corps, The c o u n te ra tta c k  broke up in to  two se p a ra te  
engagements, th a t  on th e  r ig h t  between McDowell, w ith  a  few 
loose bodies of F ed era l s o ld ie r s  a id in g  him, and T rab u e 's
10
T hrone, C yrus Boyd D ia ry . 30 ; 0 . E . , X, p a r t  1 ,  288 .
I b id . ,  117,137,153,154; Douglas Hapeman, D iary ,
A p ril 6 , 1862," Douglas Hapeman le p e r s ;  0. E ,,  X,. p a r t  1 , 
159,271; Crummer, With G rant a t  F o rt Donelson. 63. The 
two newly a r r iv e d  Iowa reg im en ts p robab ly  d id  n o t tak e  p a r t  
in  t h i s  c o u n te ra tta c k , and probably more th a n  P h i l ip 's  
detachm ent of Sherman s D iv isio n  p a r t ic ip a te d .12
0. E ., X, p a r t  1 , 447 ; Eeed, S h ilo h . 84.
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B rig a d e , w h ich  was su p p o r te d  by s c a t t e r e d  O o u fed e ra te  
u n i t s ;  and t h a t  on th e  l e f t  betw een  M cClernand and th e  
rem n an ts  o f h i s  d iv i s io n ,  w h ich  a t t a c k e d  and d rove  back  
B re s to n  S m ith 's  B rigade  p lu s  a  few  a s s i s t i n g  C o n fe d e ra te  
t r o o p s  from  o th e r  u n i t s .  ^
T ra b u e 's  B rigade  c o n s i s t e d  o f th e  T h ird  K entucky, 
l i e u t e n a n t  C o lo n e l Benjam in A nderson ; F o u r th  K entucky, 
l i e u t e n a n t  C o lo n e l Andrew B ynes; F i f t h  K entucky , C o lone l 
Thomas H. H unt; S ix th  K en tucky , C o lo n el Jo se p h  L ew is; 
T h i r t y - f i r s t  A labam a, l i e u t e n a n t  C o lonel Montgomery G i l ­
b r e a th ;  F o u r th  Alabama B a t t a l i o n ,  M ajor Jam es M. C l i f to n ;  
T ennessee  B a t t a l i o n ,  L ie u te n a n t  C o lo n el Jam es M. Crews; 
K entucky C av a lry  Squadron, C a p ta in  John H. Morgan; and th e
a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r ie s  of C ap tain  Edward Byrne and C aptain 
13
R o b e rt Cobb.
As th e  b a t t l e  began B re c k in r id g e  o rd e re d  C o lo n el 
T rabue t o  move fo rw a rd  i n  th e  r e a r  o f F o lk 's  C o rp s, The
13
0. R ., L II, p a r t  1 , 29 . Byrne' s i ^ t t e r y  was r e ­
f e r r e d  to  as  th e  Kentucky and M is s is s ip p i B a tte ry . Byrne was 
a n a tiv e  K entuckian, but re s id e d  in  Washington County, 
M is s is s ip p i, in  1861. At G re e n v ille , M is s is s ip p i, in  th e  
summer, he organized  a  b a t te ry  which inc luded  both M iss is -  
s ip p ia n s  and e x p a tr ia te  K entuckians. Thompson, H isto ry  of 
th e  Orphan B rigade. 857-859• In  some accoun ts Byrne' s 
name i s  sp e lle d  Burns. L. D. Young, Rem iniscences of A 
S o ld ie r  of th e  Orphan B rigade. (P a r is :  N. d . }, 32. Crews' 
Tennessee B a tta lio n  was one of th o se  s tran g e  hybrid  u n i t s  
t h a t  f re q u e n tly  showed up in  th e  C onfederate army, e s ­
p e c ia l ly  in  th e  e a r ly  days of th e  C iv il War. I t  was ap p a ren t­
ly  organized  a t  Savannah, Tennessee, in  February 1862, and 
co n s is te d  of s ix  companies. The u n i t  lacked  equipment, 
t r a in in g  and weapons. Tennesseans in  th e  C iv il  Wax. 1,163;
0. R. H ., S e rie s  1, XXII, 573.
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co lo n e l proceeded some d is tan c e  when he rece iv ed  a note 
from B reck in ridge , o rd erin g  him to  move up on P o lk 's  
l e f t .  Executing t h i s  o rder caused h is  b rigade to  run  
in to  long range f i r e  from a F edera l b a t te r y .  Union gunners 
f i r e d  many rounds in to  th e  b rig ad e , bu t caused few c a su a l­
t i e s .  Governor George W, Johnson of Kentucky and Colonel 
Robert McKee, both a c tin g  as m il i ta ry  a id e s  to  Trabue, had 
th e i r  h o rses  k i l l e d  by t h i s  f i r e .  The governor grabbed a 
musket and jo ined  w ith  th e  Fourth Kentucky as a sim ple 
v o lu n te e r p r iv a te .
A c o u r ie r  from G eneral Beauregard reached Trabue, and
th e  l a t t e r ,  in  response t o  new o rd e rs , detached th e  T hird
Kentucky, Fourth  Alabama, Crews' B a tta lio n  and B yrne's
B attery  to  th e  r ig h t  to  support G eneral P atton  Anderson.
The brigade was f u r th e r  weakened when an u n id e n tif ie d
o f f ic e r  from ano ther u n i t  borrowed Cobb's B a tte ry  w ithou t
T rabue 's knowledge, le av in g  the brigade cannonless. Trabue
resumed h is  forw ard movement w ithout f u r th e r  in c id e n t ,
but about noon he observed Union tro o p s  in  f ro n t  of him.
The C onfederates f r a n t i c a l l y  deployed in  l in e  of b a t t l e
ju s t  as McDowell's Brigade and th e  T h ir te e n th  Missouri^ h i t  
14
them. T rabue 's  l in e  of b a t t l e  was from l e f t  to  r i g h t ,  
th e  Fourth  Kentucky, S ix th  Kentucky, and th e  F if th
1 5
0. R ,, X, p a r t  1 , 614, 615.
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Kentucky, w ith  th e  T h i r t y - f i r s t  Alabama in  re se rv e ; w hile
McDowell's arrangem ent from l e f t  to  r ig h t  was th e
F o r t ie th  I l l i n o i s ,  T h ir te e n th  M issouri, S ix th  Iowa and
15
F o r ty - s ix th  Ohio.
W orthington ' s F o r ty - s ix th  Ohio poured a deadly
v o lle y  of r i f l e  b u l le ts  in to  th e  Fourth  Kentucky, wounding
L ieu ten an t Colonel Eÿnie. Major Thomas Monroe, J r .  took
command. Cautioning th e  inexperienced  Kentuckians to  aim
16
low. Monroe gave th e  o rd er to  f i r e .
For over an hour, th e  two b rig ad es exchanged v o lle y s
of m usketry, w hile b i t s  and p ieces  of o th e r regim ents
jo ined  w ith  both  commands. The F o r t ie th  I l l i n o i s  had
f o r ty - s ix  men k i l l e d  and many wounded. Colonel Hicks rode
up and down in  f ro n t  of h is  men encouraging them. One of
T rabue’s men put a b u l le t  th rough  th e  c o lo n e l 's  h o rse ,
s p i l l in g  th e  r id e r  to  th e  ground. The Yankee co lo n e l
stum bled to  h is  f e e t ,  and was im m ediately h i t  in  th e  l e f t
shou lder by a musket b a l l .  His o rd e rly  and se v e ra l s o ld ie r s
picked him up and c a r r ie d  him to  th e  r e a r  to  o b ta in  m edical 
17
a id .
A ll fo u r  Union reg im ents were badly h u r t by th e
15
I b i d . .  614, 615 , 255, 159.
16
Young, S o ld ie r  o f th e  Orphan B r ig a d e . 27.
17
H a r t,  F o r t i e t h  I l l i n o i s  I n f a n t r y . 88 .
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heavy f i r i n g .  L ie u te n a n t  C o lo n e l Jo sep h  S t ,  Jam es, o f th e
T h i r te e n th  M is s o u r i ,  was c a r r i e d  o f f  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d
m o r ta l ly  wounded, w h ile  s e v e r a l  company commanders were a l s o
wounded. The r e g im e n ta l  m a jo r was s t r u c k  i n  th e  c h e s t  by
a  b u l l e t ,  b u t he e scap ed  w ith o u t a  s c r a t c h ,  th a n k s  t o  h i s
i r o n  body a rm o r. B adly j a r r e d  by th e  blow , he w ith d rew
from  th e  f i e l d ,  le a v in g  C o lo n e l ¥ r i g h t  a lo n e  t o  manage th e  
18
re g im e n t .  C o lo n e l McDowell ro d e  o ver t o  th e  S iz th  Iow a,
19
b u t h i s  horse , ifas k i l l e d  and he was knocked s e n s e l e s s .
Union a r t i l l e r y  opened on T ra b u e ’ s men, b u t w i th in
a few  m in u te s  C a p ta in  Cobb r e tu r n e d  from  h i s  u n e x p la in e d
e x c u rs io n  and to o k  a  p o s i t i o n  on T ra b u e ’ s r i g h t .  H is f o u r
6-pound sm oo thbo res and two 12-pound  i r o n  h o w itz e r s
q u ic k ly  began  d ro p p in g  p r o j e c t i l e s  on th e  enemy b a t t e r y .
F e d e ra l  g u n n e rs  changed t h e i r  s i g h t s  and began  r a k in g  th e
K entucky B a t te r y .  A s h e l l  ex p lo d ed  in  th e  b a t t e r y ,  k i l l i n g
two o f th e  C o n fe d e ra te  g u n n e rs . The same ro u n d  t o r e  o f f
a n o th e r  c a n n o n e e r 's  h a n d s . The wounded g u n n er s to o d  th e r e
w i th  h i s  b le e d in g  stum ps and c a lm ly  rem ark ed , "I-y Lord
20
t h a t  s to p s  my f i g h t i n g . "
The F e d e ra l  b a t t e r y 's  n e x t  s h e l l  ex p lo d ed  in  th e
ÏS
0. R .,  X, p a r t  1 , 159.
19
B y ers , Iowa In  War T im es, 139; W rig h t, S ix th
Iow a. 84 .
20
K irw an, Johnny G reen . 26 .
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F ifth . K e n t u c k y » s  ra n k s , k i l l i n g  th re e  men and r ip p in g  
o ff  th e  le g  of a  f o u r th .  S everal c o lo r  h e a re rs  dropped 
from Union f i r e ,  in c lu d in g  y o u th fu l John Green, who 
had a  musket h a l l  g lance o ff h is  "hard h e a d R e c o v e r ­
ing consciousness on a  s t r e tc h e r  w hile  heing c a r r ie d  to  
th e  r e a r ,  R riv a te  Green in s i s te d  on re tu rn in g  to  th e  f i r i n g
l in e  d e c la r in g , "There i s  too  much work here  f o r  a man to
21
go to  th e  r e a r  a s  long as he can shoo t a  g u n ."
A d d itio n a l C onfederates u n i t s ,  fragm ents of ho th  
R u s s e l l ’s and C leburne’s b rig ad es , f i l t e r e d  toward Trahue. 
R. M. R u sse ll brought p a r t  of th e  E leven th  L o u isian a , th e  
Twenty-second T ennessee, p lu s V enable’s F i f th  Tennessee of 
S te w a r t’s B rigade. Colonel Ben H i l l ,  of C leburne’s B ri­
gade, brought up what was l e f t  of h is  F i f t h  Tennessee,
and an o th e r of C lebu rne’s reg im en ts, th e  T w enty-fourth
22
T ennessee, a ls o  jo in ed  th e  f i g h t .
McClernand’s c o u n te ra tta c k  on B reston  Sm ith’s and 
Eat A nderson’s B rigades overlapped on th e  Trabue-McDowell 
f i g h t .  The E leven th  and Tw entieth I l l i n o i s  approached 
c lo se  enough to  Cobb’s B a tte ry  to  h i t  i t  w ith  m usketry , 
k i l l i n g  or wounding most of th e  men and h o rse s . The 
I l l in o i a n s  s ile n c e d  th e  guns, bu t th ey  f a i l e d  to  occupy
21
I b id . ,  27.
22
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 417, 585.
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23
th e  b a t te ry  p o s i t io n . The momentum of IteC lernand 's
push c a r r ie d  th e  Union s o ld ie r s  back to  and beyond th e
F i r s t  D iv is io n 's  h ead q u a rte rs , bu t t h e i r  lo s s e s  mounted
r a p id ly ,  l ie u te n a n t  Colonel Pease, of th e  F o rty -n in th
I l l i n o i s ,  and l ie u te n a n t  Colonel R ichards, of th e  Tw entieth
I l l i n o i s ,  were bo th  wounded, and c a s u a l t ie s  among a l l
ranks ra n  h ig h . î'îany Union s o ld ie r s  ra n  out of ammunition
and th e  C onfederates in  f r o n t  of McClernand showed no sign  
24
of b reak in g .
Around 1 o 'c lo c k , tro o p s  from A nderson 's Brigade
moved up to  support Trabue, and w ith  th e se  a d d i t io n a l
re in fo rcem en ts , th e  co lo n e l ordered  an  a l l  out charge w ith  
25
f ix e d  bayonets. The reg im en ta l commanders re ce iv ed  
T rab u e 's  o rder and passed  i t  to  th e  company commanders. 
Bayonet b lades were q u ick ly  a tta c h e d  to  th e  mens' m uskets 
and th e  C onfederates moved forw ard on th e  doub le-qu ick . 
A fte r  g a l la n t  r e s i s ta n c e ,  W orth lnh ton 's  F o r ty - s ix th  I l l ­
in o is  broke under th e  bayonet charge , and i t  headed fo r  
26
th e  r e a r .  Sherman rode un and o rdered  th e  S ix th  Iowa
23
Ib id . .  117, 137 , 134 . The whole a c tio n  c o s t Cobb's 
B a tte ry  tw elve men k i l l e d  and tw en ty -n ine  wounded. S ix ty -  
e ig h t  anim als were k i l l e d  and te n  o th e rs  wounded. I b id . . 
621; B earss, "P ro jec t 1 7 ,"  46 ,47 . According to  T. J .  
L indsey, Cobb l o s t  seven ty -n ine  of h i s  e ig h ty -fo u r  b a t te ry  
ho rses  k i l l e d .  L indsey, Ohio a t  S h ilo h . 48.
24
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 116.
25
Ib id . . 615.
26 .
Young, S o ld ie r  of th e  Qrnhan B rigade. 30.
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to  f a l l  back, and th e  r e s t  of th e  b rigade q u ick ly  fo llow ed .
The C onfederates moved out in  p u r s u i t ,  th u s  tu rn in g
27
McClernand*s r i g h t  f la n k . R e trac in g  t h e i r  s te p s ,  McCler­
nand ‘s men f e l l  back to  th e  Jo n e s ' F ie ld  p o s i t io n , from
28
where th ey  had s t a r t e d .
McClernand*s c o u n te ra tta c k  delayed th e  C onfederate 
advance during  th e  e a r ly  a f te rn o o n , bu t a f te rw a rd s  th e re  
were no more f r e s h  Union tro o p s  to  commit on th e  r i g h t .  
B a s ic a lly  M cClernand's and Sherm an's D iv is io n s and V ea tch 's  
Brigade were reduced  to  a  confused mass of in d iv id u a l 
s o ld ie r s  and p ie c e s  of reg im en ts . Many s o ld ie r s  dropped 
t h e i r  guns and headed f o r  th e  r e a r .  In th e  se a rc h  fo r  s a fe ­
ty ,  knapsacks, o v erco a ts  and ev ery th in g  w ith  w eight was 
dropped to  th e  ground a s  excess baggage. Some s o ld ie r s  
sim ply c o lla p se d , to o  exhausted  and p a n ic - s tr ic k e n  to  
f l e e  f u r th e r .  Cavalrymen rode in  a l l  d i r e c t io n s ,  waving 
sab ers  a t  th e  f u g i t iv e s ,  w hile o f f ic e r s  coaxed and begged 
th e  men to  s to p  f le e in g .  S tray  cannon b a l ls  and s h e l ls  
to re  th rough  th e  t r e e s ,  c lip p in g  lim b s, which sometimes
f e l l  on th e  s t r a g g le r s .  The r e a r  of th e  Union r i g h t  p re -
29
sen ted  a scene of d is a s te r  and d e fe a t .
27
Byers. Iowa In  War Times. 139.
28
0 . R .,  X, p a r t  1 , 255, 1 1 7 . 
29 
T h ro n e , Cyrus Boyd D ia ry , 32 , 33«
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S t i l l  McOlernand, Sherman and some thousands of 
Union s o ld ie r s  fough t on a t  t h e i r  new p o s i t io n . The Fed­
e r a l  r i g h t  was mauled, bu t n o t ro u te d . Ju s t a few hundred
yards to  McClernand‘s l e f t ,  th e  Union s i tu a t io n  looked  much 
b e t t e r ,  f o r  a t  th e  H o rn e t's  Hest P r e n t i s s ' and W a llace 's  men 
re p u lse d  charge a f t e r  charge .
The S ou therners  opened th e  a f te rn o o n 's  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  
th e  H o rn e t's  West w ith  an a s s a u l t  by U ibson 's  Brigade of 
H aggles' D iv is io n . A fte r  t h e i r  u n fo rtu n a te  a c c id e n ta l  en­
co u n te r w ith  S te w a r t 's  B rigade, G ib so n 's  men moved tj> th e  
r ig h t  under o rd e rs  from G eneral Bragg. The b rigade  deployed 
in  th e  wooded t e r r a i n  between where th e  e a s te rn  C o rin th  
Road d iv id ed  in to  th e  Hamburg-Savannah Road. From l e f t  to  
r ig h t  Gibson deployed th e  F ou rth  L o u is ian a , Colonel Henry 
Watkins A llen ; T h ir te e n th  L o u is ian a , Major A nathole P. 
Avegno; F i r s t  A rkansas, Colonel James F . Fagan; and th e  
N ineteen th  L o u is ian a , Colonel Benjamin L. Hodge. A fte r  
a rran g in g  h is  men, Gibson, in  obedience to  B ragg 's o rd e rs ,
moved forw ard tow ard th e  s e c tio n  of th e  H o rn e t's  N est he ld
30
by rem nants of P re n tis s  D iv is io n .
In  good o rd er th e  fo u r  reg im en ts surged tow ard Gen­
e r a l  P r e n t i s s ' p o s i t io n , a lth o u g h  re c e iv in g  heavy F ed e ra l 
m usketry and a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  In th e  dense undergrow th, th e  
C o n fed era tes ' fo rm a tio n  was broken, and th e  S ou therners 
a c c id e n tly  f i r e d  in to  each o th e r. Fagan sen t word to  C aptain
30
0, R ., X, p a r t  1 , 480.
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H. M. P . Pavro t of th e  D elta  R if le s  f o r  him to  "Por God’s
sake to  cease f i r i n g ,  t h a t  we were k i l l i n g  h is  men and he
31
was k i l l i n g  o u r s .” P r e n t i s s ' r if le m e n  raked  th e  men
from L ou isiana and A rkansas w ith  Minie b a l l s ,  w hile H ick-
32
en looper s fo u r  guns belched  sh rap n e l and c a n is te r .
Confused and d iso rg a n iz e d , th e  b rigade  f e l l  back s e v e ra l 
hundred y a rd s , where th e  o f f ic e r s  s t a r t e d  reform ing  th e  
men.
Losses f o r  th e  C onfedera tes were ex trem ely  heavy in
th e  f i r s t  ch arg e . T w enty-eigh t y ea r o ld  C ap tain  Edgar
M artin  Dubroca, Company C, T h ir te e n th  L o u is ian a , p resen ted
th e  g o r ie s t  sp e c ta c le  in  th e  b rig a d e . An exploding s h e l l
had b u rs t  in  th e  ran k s  of h is  company, k i l l i n g  s ix  men and
s p la t te r in g  t h e i r  b ra in s  and blood a l l  over th e  swarthy 
33
c a p ta in .
W ithin m inutes Gibson le d  h is  b rig ad e  forw ard ag a in , 
a c ro s s  th e  wheat f i e l d  and in to  th e  heavy brush  in  f ro n t  of 
th e  H o rn e t's  West. T his tim e P r e n t i s s ' men re se rv e d  t h e i r  
f i r e  u n t i l  th e  C onfederates were w ith in  tw e n ty -f iv e  or t h i r t y
31
Thomas Chinn R obertson to  m other, A p ril 9,1862, 
Thomas C. Robertson P ap ers .
32
H ickenlooper, "The B a ttle  of S h i lo h ," 420.
33
Thomas Chinn R obertson to  m other, A p ril 9 , 1862, 
Thomas C. Robertson P ap ers . Dubroca escaped in ju ry  on t h i s  
occasio n , but he was l a t e r  cap tu red  in  th e  war a t  E rads- 
town, Kentucky. He was exchanged a t  V icksburg, M is s is s ip p i, 
November 29, 1862. He re tu rn e d  to  h is  reg im en t, l a t e r  be­
coming l ie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l and he le a d  h is  reg im ent in  
Tennessee and G eorgia. Booth, L ouisiana R ecords. I I ,  690.
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yards of th e  ro ad . Suddenly an e x tra  long row of f la s h e s  
appeared from th e  roadbed a re a . Dozens of S ou therners 
crumbled under th e  v o lle y , and th e  brigade f a l t e r e d .
The P ed era ls  f r a n t i c a l l y  poured powder and rammed slugs 
down th e  b a r r e ls  of t h e i r  r i f l e s  to  rake G ibson 's  men w ith  
ano ther v o lle y  and th en  a n o th e r . The fo u r th  L ouisiana 
s ta r te d  th e  charge in  two l i n e s ,  but the  in te n se  under­
growth broke th e  l in e s  so badly  th a t  some of th e  men in  
th e  r e a r  a c tu a l ly  f i r e d  in to  those  in  f r o n t .  The grim ly 
determ ined L ou isianans, unable to  p re ss  f o r m r d ,  emptied
th e i r  muskets in to  the  th ic k  clouds of b la c k ish  smoke
34
th a t  marked th e  f e d e ra l  l i n e s .
C aptain  John Bunyon T aylor, Company I ,  f o u r th
35
L ouisiana, was m o rta lly  wounded, and C aptain John T.
H il l ia rd ,  Company G, was k i l l e d .  Gray eyed tw en ty-n ine
year old C aptain  W illiam f . Pennington, Company 0, a form er
Lake Providence, L ou isiana , b a r te n d e r , was a lso  wounded,
a lthough  h is  in ju r ie s  were no t n e a rly  as em barrassing  as
those su s ta in ed  by him on January 28 , 1863, when he was
beaten  up by drunken Second L ieu ten an t D aniel McArthy,
36
Company D, who a ls o  took p a r t  in  t h i s  a t ta c k .
34
Thomas Chinn Robertson to  m other, A p ril 9, 1862, 
Thomas C, Robertson P apers.
35
Booth, L ouisiana R ecords. I l l ,  780.
36
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 489; Booth, L ouisiana R ecords. 
I l l ,  103; T ay lo r, R e lu c tan t R ebel. 83 , 847 As young Robert 
P a tr ic k  gave th e  s to ry , McArthy was drunk. He began 
bea ting  P riv a te  Thomas Shipw ith , Company A, and Pennington,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
555
The T hirteen th . L ouisiana advanced over f a i r l y  easy 
t e r r a i n ,  m a in ta in in g  two l in e s ,  w ith  about f i f t y  yard  
in te r v a ls  between them. But Union f i r e  proved to o  much fo r  
th e  T h ir te e n th , and Major Avegno gave th e  command to  f a l l  
back. In th e  con fusion  some of th e  men f a i l e d  to  g e t  th e  
word and con tinued  f i r i n g  in to  th e  H o rn e t's  H est. Eventu­
a l ly  everyone was n o t i f ie d ,  and th e  tro o p s  r e t i r e d  to  an 
37
old  cowpen.
Hodge's N ineteen th  L ou isiana became en tan g led  in  the 
heavy b rush . Unable to  make out th e  Union p o s i t io n , Hodge 
was fo rced  to  o rd er h is  men to  s to p  charging  and r e tu r n  
th e  F é d é ra is ' f i r e .  Observing th a t  h is  gun f i r e  was 
having l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on th e  F ed era l p o s it io n , Hodge r e lu c ­
ta n t ly  gave th e  o rder to  w ithdraw, having l o s t  abou t f i f t y
38
men in  th e  a t ta c k .
th e n  a m ajor, t r i e d  to  a r r e s t  th e  l ie u te n a n t ,  who re fu sed  
to  be a r r e s te d .  In s te a d , he knocked Pennington down, and 
proceeded to  pound th e  m a jo r 's  head in  an open f i r e p la c e .  
A pparently  no a c t io n  was tak en  a g a in s t  th e  l ie u te n a n t ,  who 
l a t e r  was m o rta lly  wounded near A tla n ta , August 9 , 1864. 
T yalor, R e lu c tan t R ebel, 83 , 84; Booth, L ouisiana R ecords. 
I l l ,  11331 Pennington surv ived  th e  b ea tin g  and was 
e le c te d  l ie u te n a n t  co lo n e l, and he le d  th e  Fourth  L ouisiana 
in  a number of a c tio n s  in  Georgia and Tennessee. He was 
cap tu red  a t  th e  B a ttle  of N ash v ille , but su rv ived  th e  war. 
I b id . . 103. This in c id e n t c le a r ly  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  r a th e r  
in fo rm al C onfederate d is c ip l in e .
37
R ichardson, "War As I  Saw I t , "  99; 0. R . , X, 
p a r t  1, 491 . ”
38
Ib id . , 492 , 493 .
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P ag an 's  F i r s t  A rkansas fa re d  no b e t te r  in  th e  ta n g le d
undergrow th and in  th e  fa c e  of P ren tiss*  stubborn  d e fen se .
The co lo n e l escaped u n h u rt, bu t h is  l ie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l,
John B. Thompson, f e l l  m o r ta lly  wounded w ith  seven b a l ls
39
through h is  body.
A ll fo u r  reg im ents w ithdrew  beyond e f f e c t iv e  range 
of Union f i r e .  They th en  regrouped f o r  a t h i r d  t r y .  Al­
though most of th e  C onfederate f i r e  was aimed b lin d ly , i t  
was n o t t o t a l l y  w ithout e f f e c t ,  f o r  P re n tiss*  c a s u a l t ie s  
slow ly but s te a d i ly  mounted. Among th o se  who f e l l  was th e  
o f f ic e r  who had f i r s t  d isco v ered  th e  C onfederates and had
brought on th e  a c tio n , I'iajor James Pow ell. The form er
40
re g u la r  army o f f ic e r  was m o rta lly  wounded, and d ied  th a t  
41
n ig h t .
In s id e  th e  H o rn e t's  N est th e  norm ally s t r a ig h t- la c e d  
p r iv a te ,  Leander S t i l lw e l l ,  S ix ty - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s ,  was so 
overcome by th e  s ig h t of h is  comrades dropping around him 
th a t  he indu lged  in  some "wicked p ro fa n ity " . S t i l lw e l l  
was so shaken by th e  enorm ity of h is  "s in "  th a t  he held  
h is  b re a th , expecting  "summary punishment on th e  s p o t ."  
Nothing happened, however, so S t i l lw e l l  kep t on shoo ting
39
Howard, I l lu s t r a t e d  Comnrehensive H is to ry  of 
th e  G reat B a tt le  of S h ilo h . 79; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 48ET
40 ~
I b id . . 284.
41
H oburt, The T ruth  About S h ilo h , 12; Morton, "A 
Boy a t  S h i lo h ," 63 .




Some of G ibson 's  men q u ick ly  p repared  b lan k e t
s t r e t c h e r s  to  c a rry  t h e i r  wounded o f f  th e  f i e l d ,  w hile
Colonel A lle n , Fourth  L o u isian a , went over and ta lk e d  to
G eneral Bragg, who was w atching th e  o p e ra tio n , A llen
asked th e  g en e ra l f o r  a r t i l l e r y  su p p o rt, bu t Bragg was
unable t o  provide i t .  As Colonel A llen  s ta r te d  to  r id e
back to  h i s  reg im en t, Bragg rem arked, " Colonel A llen , I
43
want no '  .x ts r in g  now. " A llen  q u ick ly  re jo in e d  h is  men, 
and Gibson ordered  an o th e r  ch a rg e . U n fo rtu n a te ly  in  th e  
ex c item en t, th e  c o lo n e l f a i l e d  to  n o t i f y  Hodge. The Nine­
te e n th  was slow in  s t a r t i n g ,  Bragg n o tic e d  th e  N ineteen th  
was no t moving, and he d isp a tch ed  a s t a f f  o f f ic e r  to  
o rder Hodge forw ard . The lo u is ia n a n  agreed  to  charge , bu t 
he to ld  th e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  th a t  he "thought i t  im possib le  to
fo rc e  th e  enemy from t h i s  s tro n g  p o s i t io n  by a charge from 
44
th e  f r o n t . "
For a th i r d  tim e th e  b rigade  advanced, and f o r  a 
th i r d  tim e was q u ick ly  s t a l l e d  by th e  t e r r a i n  and enemy 
f i r e ,  G ib so n 's  men to o k  cover where th e y  could  f in d  i t ,
45
and f i r e d  a t  th e  enemy p o s i t io n  fo r  about s ix ty  m inu tes.
%2 
S t i l lw e l l ,  Common S o ld ie r . 59. 
43
R ichards on, "War As I  Saw I t ,  " 100.
44 
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 493, 
45“  
Ib id . .  491, 493.
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Colonel A llen  was h i t  in  h is  fa c e , and Colonel P agan 's  
horse  was k i l l e d .  F in a lly  Gibson gave th e  o rder to  w ith ­
draw to  B arnes' F ie ld .  The b rig ad e , as a u n i t ,  was no t
46
engaged any more th a t  day.
3o t a l l  of G ibson 's  men f e l l  back on th e  main body,
however. Having good sp o ts  from which to  sn ipe a t  th e
F éd é ra is , some of th e  lo u is ia n a n s  con tinued  f i r i n g  in to
th e  H o rn e t's  H est. P riv a te  James G. Muggar, Company G,
T h ir te e n th  L ou isiana , was one of th e se  determ ined tro o p e rs .
He f i r e d  a t  P r e n t i s s ' men u n t i l  a  b a l l  s tru c k  him in  the
eye, b lin d in g  him, a lth o u g h  te m p o ra rily . Another L ouisiana
47
s o ld ie r  c a r r ie d  Muggar to  s a fe ty . Recovering from h is
in ju ry , Muggar was l a t e r  ab le  to  r e jo in  h is  regim ent and he
48
fought u n t i l  he was cap tu red  in  1864.
Even as G ibson 's men a tta c k ed  the l e f t  s id e  of th e  
H o rn e t's  N est, o th er Southern tro o p s  a tta c k ed  th e  r ig h t  
opposite  th e  Duncan F ie ld .  A l i t t l e  ju s t  before 1 o 'c lo c k .
46
Ib id . . 484; Reed, S h ilo h , 77; R ichardson, "War 
As I  Saw I t ,  101; Thomas Chinn Robertson to  m other,
A p ril 9, 1862, Thomas 0. Robertson P apers. D. ¥ . Reed 
sa id  th e  b rigade a tta c k e d  fo u r tim es . A pparently  he was 
basing  th i s  on G ibson 's  r e p o r t  of th e  a c t io n . 0. R ., X, 
p a r t  1 , 480. I t  seems however, from a l l  sources t h i s  
w rit-er has perused, th a t  only th re e  a t ta c k s  took  p la ce , 
th e  l a s t  occurred about 2 P. M.
47
Booth, L ouisiana Records. I l l ,  1031; R ichardson, 
"War As I  Saw I t , " 101.
48
Booth, L ouisiana Records. I l l ,  1081.
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C leburne, with, what was l e f t  of h is  S ix th  M iss iss ip p i 
and T w enty-th ird  Tennessee, supported  by th e  E ighth 
A rkansas, of Wood's B rigade, opened f i r e  on Sweeny's B ri­
gade, The S outherners q u ick ly  became involved  in  a f i r e  
f ig h t  w ith  Sweeny's sk irm ish e rs . Troops from th e  Seventh 
I l l i n o i s  cap tu red  some of C leb u rn e 's  men and se n t them to  
th e  r e a r  under heavy guard . F ed era l sk irm ish e rs  r e t i r e d  
on t h e i r  p o s i t io n , and Cleburne disengaged h is  b a tte red  
l i t t l e  command.
The S ix th  M is s is s ip p i, now commanded by Captain ¥ . A. 
H arper, was so thoroughly  d iso rg an ized  by i t s  e a r l i e r  
lo s s e s  th a t  Cleburne ordered  i t  o f f  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  He 
th en  o rdered  th e  T w enty-th ird  Tennessee to  f a l l  back and 
regroup  and, i f  p o ss ib le  to  l in k  up w ith  th e  r e s t  of the  
brigade «
L eft w ithou t a command, Cleburne encountered Hardee, 
to  whom he gave a r e p o r t  of h is  a c t io n s .  The Third Corps 
Commander d ire c te d  Cleburne to  o rgan ize Confederate s tra g g ­
l e r s  and to  reassem ble th e  fragm ents of Confederate u n i ts
49
which were roaming a im le ss ly  around behind th e  f r o n t .
Gibson and Cleburne had t r i e d  and f a i l e d .  Who would 
be th e  n ex t to  t r y  and break  th e  H o rn e t's  Hest? Having 
re p le n ish e d  h is  ammunition supply , Colonel Shaver decided 
he would t r y .  With h is  S ix th  Arkansas detached by order
49
0. R ., 2 , p a r t  1 , 162, 163; Reed, S h ilo h . 71; 
0. R . , X, p a r t  1, 582 .
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of G eneral Bragg, Shaver formed h is  th re e  reg im en ts f o r  
an o th e r charge on T u t t l e 's  p o s i t io n .  An ominous q u ie t  
s e t t l e d  over t h i s  p o r t io n  of th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  as  th e  
C onfedera tes s t a r t e d  t h e i r  a t ta c k .  With p e r fe c t  d i s c ip ­
l i n e ,  T u t t l e ’s men h e ld  t h e i r  f i r e  u n t i l  th e  S o u th ern ers 
were about f i f t y  or s ix ty  yards away. Ifhen th e  o rd er was 
g iv en , a  b a t te ry  of th e  M issouri l i g h t  A r t i l l e r y  opened 
w ith  a sa lv o  of sh rap n e l from i t s  B a rro tt  r i f l e s ,  w hile  th e  
lo-ç̂ a in f a n try  je rk e d  and squeezed th e  t r ig g e r s  of t h e i r  
weapons. The dense undergrow th broke Shaver’s l in e
b ad ly , and h is  m ens’ f i r e  had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on th e  p a r t i a l l y
50
concealed  enemy.
L ieu ten an t C olonel Dean le d  h is  Seventh A rkansas
tow ard th e  F o u rteen th  Iowa’s p o s i t io n .  % en  about f i f t y  or
f i f t y - f i v e  f e e t  away, and Iowan p ^ t a Minie b a l l  th ro u g h
Dean’s neck , and he dropped to  th e  ground. Major James T.
M artin  assumed command of th e  reg im en t, which took  cover
behind t r e e s  and b ru sh  and raked  th e  Iowa men w ith ' heavy 
51
m usketry . Shaver o rdered  h is  men to  w ithdraw , but some
50
Ib id . . 574.
51
I b id . . 578. Colonel W illiam  Shaw of th e  Four­
te e n th  Iowa sa id  he th o u g h t he saw C olonel Dean f a l l .  
A fte r  th e  a t ta c k  was over, C aptain  Warren C. Jones, 
l a t e r  a  l ie u te n a n t  c o lo n e l, went out and spoke to  th e  
dying o f f i c e r .  Jones tu rn ed  th e  m o r ta lly  wounded man 
on h is  back, p laced  a  pocket h an d k erch ie f over h is  
f a c e , and c ro ssed  h is  hands. W illiam  Shaw to  D. ¥ .  Reed, 
A p ril 16, 1896, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , Sh iloh  N a tio n a l 
M l i t a r y  Park .
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of the  tro o p s  were u n w illin g  or unable to  d isengage, and
52
a sharp f i r e  f ig h t  ensued, l a s t in g  perhaps an hou r.
Shaver managed to  p u ll  h is  men c le a r  of th e  enemy zone of
f i r e ,  and upon re p o r tin g  to  G eneral Bragg, he was ordered
to  f a l l  back and reform . The th re e  reg im ents were not
again  engaged th a t  day.
Some of W allace 's  men were g rad u a lly  crack ing  under
th e  s t r a i n  of rep ea ted  C onfederate a s s a u l t s .  In one
in s tan ce  a F ed era l h id  behind a t r e e .  Other N ortherners
qu ick ly  moved up behind him. E ven tua lly  a g ro tesq u e  daisy
chain  of t h i r t y  or f o r ty  men, each fe llo w  c lu tc h in g  the
w ais t of th e  man in  f r o n t ,  swayed behind th e  t r e e ,  w hile
o f f ic e r s  p leaded and begged th e  men to  resume t h e i r  p laces
53
in  th e  f i r i n g  l in e s .
Most of W allace’s men d id  no t crack , however, but
kept r ig h t  on f ig h t in g .  One Iowa p r iv a te  was to ld  th a t  h is
b ro th e r was dead. D irected  by a f r ie n d , he soon found the
corpse , and p lac in g  th e  b u tt  of h is  musket beside  h is
b r o th e r 's  head, he calm ly re lo ad ed  and f i r e d .  U n til  h is
regim ent was fo rced  to  f a l l  back, he stood beside th e
54
body, exacting  h is  own measure of vengeance.
52
0. a . ,  X, p a r t  1 , 574, 576, 578.
53
John H erick, The 4 4 th  Ind iana V olunteer In fa n try . 
(LaGrange: 1880), 231.
54
N inth  Reunion of Iowa’s H ornet’s Nest Brigade 
Held a t  P it ts b u rg  Landing. A p ril 6 and J_, 1912, (Des 
Moines: 1912), 13.
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P riv a te  Samuel A. Moore, Second Iowa, dropped f l a t  
in  th e  roadbed to  g e t some p ro te c tio n  from  a p a r t i c u la r ly  
heavy b u r s t  of C onfederate g u n f ire . A b ig  hu lk ing  
p r iv a te  la y  down by M oore's s id e , and th e  r a th e r  sm all 
s iz e d  Moore in  a very  a b s t r a c t  fa sh io n  rem arked to  th e  new­
comer, "You a re  a g r e a t  b ig , s tro n g , m uscular man and I  
am a l i t t l e  b i t  of a fe llo w , and ly in g  down upon your r ig h t
and th e  b a l l s  coming from th a t  d i r e c t io n ,  th ey  would pass
55
d i r e c t ly  over ay body and tak e  you about in  th e  m id d le ."
An in c re a s in g  number of F éd éra is  were being  s tru c k  by
Southern buckshot, th e  p e l l e t s  sp read ing  out and s t r ik in g  
56
a t  randon.
"While Gibson, Cleburne and Shaver t r i e d  to  d r iv e  th e  
F éd éra is  from th e  Sunken Road, o th e r C onfederate tro o p s  
were moving to  a t ta c k  H u rlb u t 's  command in  th e  Peach Orchard. 
With h is  Second and T hird B rigades, B rig a d ie r  G eneral John 
Stevens Bowen and Colonel W infield  Statham along w ith  
G eneral J .  C. B reck in rid g e , advanced a long  th e  e a s te rn  
C orin th  Road and th e  Bark Road. Guided by G eneral A. S. 
Johnston , th e  K entuckian deployed h is  two b rig ad es  in  th e
55
Samuel A. Moore, "Ten M inutes With The Old Boys," 
Third Reunion. Iowa Hornet * s Rest B rigade. Held a t  Rew- 
to n . Iowa. August 21 and 22, 1ÏÏ95.(Rewtont 1895) , 28 .
56
George M ills  ( e d . ), "The Sharp Family C iv il  
War L e t t e r s , "  The Annals o f Iowa. XXIV (Jan u ary , 1959),
492; Adolph Bngelmann to  w ife , A p ril 17, 1862, E ngel- 
mann P apers; Henry Bellamy to  p a re n ts , R. d . ,  1862,
Henry Bellamy Papers.
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wooded t e r r a i n .  Under G eneral Jo h n s to n 's  p e rso n a l su p er­
v is io n ,  Bowen a rran g ed  h is  b rig ad e  in  a double l i n e ,  w ith  
th e  F i r s t  M isso u ri, (Bowen's o ld  re g im e n t) Colonel Lucius 
R ich; and th e  Second C onfederate Regiment, Colonel John 
D. M artin , in  f r o n t ;  th e  N inth and Tenth A rkansas, C olonels 
Isaa c  Dunlop and Thomas M errick , in  su p p o rt. G eneral 
Bowen's Brigade formed f o r  th e  a s s a u l t  en enchelon and 
abou t h a l f  a m ile behind Ja c k so n 's  Brigade l i n e ,  h is  men 
having a lre a d y  shed t h e i r  knapsacks in  p re p a ra tio n  f o r  
f a s t  moving, Ja c k so n 's  Brigade was to  h is  r i g h t ,  and 
G ladden 's to  h is  extrem e l e f t .
C onfederate gunners b rought two b a t t e r i e s  forw ard  
to  support th e  Reserve Corps, un llm bering  t h e i r  p ie ce s  on 
th e  so u th  s id e  of th e  lo c u s t  Grove Branch. C aptain  A lfred  
Hudson commanded th e  f i r s t  b a t te r y ,  th e  P s ttu s  M is s is s ip p i 
F ly ing  A r t i l l e r y ,  w ith  two 3 - iu c h  r i f l e s  and two 12-pound 
h o w itz e rs . The second b a t te r y ,  th e  Watson L ou isiana  F ly ing




F orce, From F o rt Henry to  C o rin th . 151, 152; 
Reed, S h ilo h . 85 , 87 , ÔS; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 621;
Booth, L ou isiana R ecords. I ,  17, 163, The Watson 
B a tte ry  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e  B a tt le  of Belmont, where i t  
l o s t  two guns, in  a d d i t io n  to  two men k i l l e d  and e ig h t 
wounded or m iss in g . 0. R ., I l l ,  359, 360. The b a t te ry  
was l i s t e d  a s  p a r t  of Bowen's command a s  of November 23, 
1861. I b id . . V II, 728 . I t  was l i s t e d  a s  belonging  to  
C leb u rn e 's  Brigade on February 23, 1862. I b id . See,
R. R. H utchinson, " A lb ert Sidney Johnston  a t  S h i lo h ," 
C onfederate V eteran . VI (Ju ly , I 898) , 311.
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As B re c k in r id g e 's  b a t t e r i e s  moved in to  p o s it io n , 
sharp  f ig h tin g  con tinued  on th e  l e f t  of th e  Peach Orchard, 
where Chalm ers’ and Jack so n ’s Brigades were s te a d i ly  
p re ss in g  back S tu a r t ’s and M cArthur’s commands, Hhen 
Bowen’s men a tta c k e d , Ja c k so n ’s Brigade jo in e d  in  w ith  i t ,  
th e  two u n i ts  com plim enting each o th e r ’s e f f o r t s .  The 
b run t of th e  Confederate advance f e l l  on M cArthur’s a lre a d y  
b a tte re d  E in th , T w elfth  and P if te e n th  I l l i n o i s ,  posted 
e a s t  of th e  Hamburg and Savannah Hoad: and Pugh’s l e f t  
f la n k  reg im en ts, th e  F o r t y - f i r s t  and T w enty-eighth  I l l i n o i s ,
supported  by the fo u r  6-pound smoothbores and two 12-pound
53
h o w itze rs  of B a tte ry  A, F i r s t  I l l i n o i s  L igh t A r t i l l e r y .
When Bowen’s R ebels storm ed from th e  woods on the
sou th  s id e  of th e  Peach O rchard, Pugh’s r if le m e n  blazed
away, sending a shower of le a d  slu g s in to  th e  oncoming
C onfederate b a t t le  l in e ;  w h ile  H u rlb u t’s two b a t te r ie s
added to  th e  d in  as  th ey  hammered the  charg ing  C onfederates
w ith  exploding s h e l ls  and s o l id  sh o t. As th e  S outherners
approached c lo s e r , Union gunners sh if te d  to  c a n is te r ,
sp ray ing  th e  C onfederates w ith  thousands of sm all m etal 
59
b a l l s .  The momentum of th e  a t ta c k  was slowed by Union 
f i r e .  Bowen's Arkansas re g im e n ts , green tro o p s  armed w ith
5^
Kimbell, B a tte ry  A, 41; Heed, S h ilo h . 49, 50.
59
0. H ., X, p a r t  1 , 245, 247; F orce, From F ort 
Henry to  C orin th . 152.
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old  f l i n t l o c k  r i f l e s ,  were unable to  advance a c ro ss  a 
shallow  ra v in e  in  f r o n t  of McArthur*s p o s i t io n .  Union 
f i r e  was so heavy and ac c u ra te  th a t  th e  A rkansas’ r e g i ­
m ental o rg a n iz a tio n  f e l l  a p a r t .  Most of th e  men ceased 
t r y in g  to  advance and began re tu rn in g  th e  F ed era l f i r e .  
B reck in ridge  and Bowen, w ith  t h e i r  r e s p e c tiv e  s t a f f s ,  rode 
up and down th e  sou th  sid e  of th e  rav in e  t ry in g  to  persuade 
th e  men to  advance. G eneral Johnston  rode up, a t i n  cup in  
h is  r ig h t  hand th a t  he- had p icked up as a souven ir in  a 
Union camp e a r l i e r .  He began speaking to  th e  s o ld ie r s ,  
say in g , "Men of A rkansas, you who boast of u sing  co ld  s te e l ,
don’t  i-jaste your ammunition, . . .  come and show us what you
60
can do w ith  th e  b ay o n e t."  Encouraged by G eneral 
Jo h n s to n ’s words and h is  calm, coo l appearance, th e  tro o p s  
responded to  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s ’ e f f o r t s  to  r a l l y  them, and
soon moved in to  th e  ra v in e . Q uickly c ro ss in g  i t ,  th ey
o l
charged s t r a ig h t  on f o r  M cArthur’s men, fo rc in g  th e
62
I l l in o i a n s  back.
The Union b a t t e r i e s ,  s h e l l in g  Bowen’s B rigade, were 
them selves on th e  re c e iv in g  end of a c c u ra te  f i r e  from th e  
C onfederate b a t t e r ie s  of W ith ers’ and B rec k in rid g e ’s fo rc e s .
31 1.
41.
H utchinson, "A lbert Sidney Johnston  a t  S h i lo h ,"
61
I b id . .  312.
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One p r iv a te  in  L ieu tenan t P e te r  Wood’s B a tte ry  A, F i r s t
I l l i n o i s ,  was to rn  open by a 6-pound sho t th rough  h is
body. P r iv a te  Ed R u sse ll l iv e d  ju s t  long enough to  u t t e r
th e  u su a l l a s t  words of a dying C iv il War s o ld ie r ,  "T ell
63
them I d ied  l ik e  a man a t  my p o s t.
L ain g ’s Second M ichigan B a tte ry  was re p e a te d ly  h i t
by Confederate f i r e ,  and two more of h is  gunners were
wounded. L ieu ten an t A« F. A rn d t’s ho rse  was sho t from
beneath him, w hile an o th er o f f i c e r 's  horse was a ls o  s tru c k .
Laing was fo rc e d  to  o rder h fs  men to  lim ber up and move the
64
b a tte ry  some d is ta n c e  to  th e  r e a r .
When h is  l e f t  f la n k  was tu rn ed  by M cArthur’s w ith ­
draw al, Colonel Pugh ordered  h is  b rigade to  withdraw  
s l i g h t ly ,  redep loy ing  h is  s o ld ie r s  behind a fence a t  the  
edge of th e  woods along th e  n o r th  s id e  of the  Peach Orchard. 
The Tw enty-eighth I l l i n o i s  took  a p o s it io n  behind Sara 
B e l l 's  log  farm house. L ieu ten an t Edward Brotzmann moved h is  
two 6-pound smoothbores and two 12-pound how itzers over to  
th e  r ig h t  of th e  Tw enty-eighth I l l i n o i s .  Colonel John 
Logan’s T h irty -second  I l l i n o i s  was deployed on th e  l e f t  of
Brotzmann's guns, w hile th e  F o r ty - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s  continued
65
p ro te c tin g  th e  l e f t  f la n k .
§ 3 ---------------
I b id .
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0. R ., X, p a r t 1, 245.
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I b id . .  313, 214, 245, 247; ¥ . B. Pippen, "Con­
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Meanwhile Statham*s Brigade advanced to  support
Bowen'8  l e f t .  Colonels W illiam  P reston  and Thomas Jordan
accompanied B reckinridge *s advance and put C aptain A rthur
Rutledge *s Tennessee B a tte ry , fo u r  6-pound smoothbores and
two 12-pound h o w itzers , in  p o s it io n  to  a c t  as support f o r  
66
th e  advance. Statham*s Brigade had su ffe re d  some c a s ­
u a l t i e s  a lre a d y , but n o t from enemy f i r e .  One l ie u te n a n t  
in  th e  F if te e n th  M is s is s ip p i, nervously  f id d l in g  w ith  h is  
re v o lv e r , sho t h im se lf th rough  th e  hand; an o th er member of 
th e  F if te e n th  was a c c id e n tly  stabbed in  th e  th ig h  by a 
bayonet.
For hours Statham*s men l i s te n e d  to  th e  sounds of
heavy f i r i n g ,  th e  men g ra d u a lly  growing more te n se  as they
aw aited  t h e i r  tu rn  to  move in to  a c t io n . A c tu a lly  going
in to  b a t t l e ,  much of t h i s  te n s io n  d is s ip a te d , bu t some of
th e  s o ld ie r s  watched w ith  in t e r e s t  wounded S ou therners and
Union p r iso n e rs  walking tow ard th e  C onfederate r e a r .  Here
and th e re  S tatham ' s men stepped  l ig h t ly  to  avoid  tre a d in g
on th e  mangled bod ies, some s t i l l  b re a th in g , s c a t te re d
along th e  l in e  of advance. Union cannoneers began dropping
67
rounds on th e  b rig ad e , but i t  moved s te a d i ly  onward.
From l e f t  to  r ig h t  Statham*s Brigade c o n s is te d  of
66
W illiam  P reston , D iary , A p ril 6 , 1862, M isce lla ­
neous C o lle c tio n , Shiloh  n a t io n a l  M ilita ry  Park.
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th e  N ineteen th  Tennessee, C olonel David H, Cummings;
F if te e n th  M is s is s ip p i;  Twenty-second M is s is s ip p i;  Twenty-
f i f t h  Tennessee, Colonel John Murray; T w entie th  Tennessee,
Colonel Jo e l B a t t le ;  and th e  F o r ty - f i f t h  Tennessee, L ieu-
68
te n a n t Colonel L y tle ,
To g e t to  Pugh's B rigade, S ta th am 's  men had to  c ro ss
se v e ra l sm all h i l l s .  As th e  S ou therners moved s te a d i ly  on,
reach in g  th e  c r e s t  of th e  l a s t  of th e se  h i l l s ,  th e  F éd éra is  
69
opened f i r e .  A fte r  some i n i t i a l  co n fu sio n , th e  Confed­
e r a te s  aga in  moved on, but Union f i r e  i n f l i c t e d  grave
c a s u a l t ie s .  In  th e  excitem ent th e  F o r ty - f i f t h  a c c id e n tly
70
sho t th e  l e f t  wing of th e  T w entieth  Tennessee, Troops 
of th e  F if te e n th  M is s is s ip p i, h a rra sse d  by th e  F é d é ra is ' 
dead ly  f i r e ,  took  cover behind t r e e s ,  b rush , d isa b led  
wagons, or w hatever th ey  could  f in d .  W ithin seconds, s ix  
members of Company I  were k i l l e d  or wounded. Some of th e  
men f i r e d  t h e i r  m uskets so f a s t  t h a t  t h e i r  weapons fo u led .
-----------------S5:--------------
Doak. "Memoirs,"; B earss, "P ro jec t 17»”;
Bdwin B earss, 'P a in tin g  Number 3 , S h iloh  N atio n a l M il­
i t a r y  %irk, # 1 , Background to  Event D ipected The 
F ig h t fo r  th e  Peach O rchard," , M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , 
S h iloh  N ational M ilita ry  Park; W, J .  MeMurray, H is to ry  of 
th e  Tw entieth Tennessee.(N a s h v i l le ; 1904), 126; Johnston , 




A. H. M ecklin, D iary . A p ril 6, 1862; Doak, 
"Memoirs, "; Mcl'îurray, Tw entieth Tennessee. 125, 126;
¥ , J ,  Worsham, The Old N ineteen th  Tennessee. C, S. A*, 
(K noxville ; 1865), 39. -  ~
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fo rc in g  the  u s e rs  to  p ick  up weapons from th e  dead and 
71
wounded* As S ta tham 's men appeared along th e  edge of
th e  Peach Orchard, th e  d iv is io n a l  b a t t e r i e s  hammered
72
them w ith  c a n is te r  and sh rap n e l. S ta tham 's men clim bed
th e  fence on th e  sou th  side  of th e  f i e l d  and h a lte d  to
d re s s  th e i r  ra n k s . L a in g 's  and Brotzm ann's gunners to re
g re a t  gaps in  t h e i r  ran k s , but th e  S ou therners q u ick ly
f i l l e d  them in .  O ffice rs  shouted and waved th e i r  h a ts  in
th e  a i r  as th e  b rigade  s ta r te d  a c ro ss  th e  f i e l d .  Union
o f f ic e r s  to ld  t h e i r  men to  hold  t h e i r  f i r e .  The only
sounds heard were th o se  of cannon going o f f  and th e
tram ping no ise  made by th e  advancing C onfederate l i n e .
A few of Logan's I l l in o ia n s  could  n o t r e s t r a i n  them selves
any lo n g e r. T heir f in g e r s  c lo sed  on th e  t r ig g e r s  of t h e i r
r i f l e s ,  and a C onfederate o f f ic e r  crumbled to  th e  ground.
Seconds l a t e r ,  th e  F edera l l in e  eru p ted  in  a  thunderous
c ra s h  of r i f l e  f i r e ,  th e  b lack  powder smoke sw irlin g  about
73
and obscuring t h e i r  v is io n  as  they  re lo a d e d . The Con­
fe d e ra te  a t ta c k  was s ta l l e d ,  but th e  Southerners poured
71
A. H. M ecklin, D iary , A p ril 6 , 1862.
72
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 . 245, 247.
73
Thompson, R e co llec tio n s  With th e  Third Iowa Reg­
im ent. 219. The b lin d in g  e f f e c t  of th e  b lack  powder smoke 
was a common phenomium on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  Payson Shumway 
to  w ife , A p ril 13, 1862, Pays on Z. Shumway Papers. See 
A. H. M ecklin, D iary , A p ril 6, 1862.
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'.tsuch a heavy f i r e  in to  th e  F o r ty - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s  tha1
H urlbut se n t word to  Logan to  move over to  t h e i r  su p p o rt.
As Logan’s men made th e  t r a n s f e r ,  th e  T hird  Iowa and
T w enty-eighth I l l i n o i s  were s l ig h t ly  re -a l ig n e d  to  c lo se
74
th e  gap c re a te d  in  Pugh s l i n e .
The F o r ty - f i f t h  Tennessee moved forw ard , s t r a ig h t  
f o r  th e  F o r ty - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s ,  but was prom ptly d riv en  back, 
L y t le 's  men th en  t r i e d  an o th er advance, only to  be ag a in  
re p u lse d , Jo e l B a t t l e 's  men no lo n g er t r i e d  to  advance,
75
but sim ply he ld  t h e i r  p o s i t io n  w hile f i r i n g  a t  th e  enemy. 
D espite th e  ap p ea ls  of th e i r  o f f ic e r s ,  th e  F o rty -  
f i f t h  Tennessee re fu se d  to  charge a g a in . Many of th e  
s o ld ie r s  continued shoo ting  a t  Pugh's men from behind t r e e s  
and r a i l s ,  but they  would n o t a t ta c k  as  a u n i t .  G eneral 
B reck in ridge rode over to  G eneral Johnston  com plaining, 
"G eneral, I  have a Tennessee regim ent th a t  w on 't f ig h ; "
The always s e n s i t iv e  and p a t r io t i c  Governor H a rr is , who was 
w ith  G eneral Johnston, broke i n , " G eneral B reck in ridge , 
show me th a t  reg im e n t,"  Riding over to  L y t le 's  men, th e  
Governor of Tennessee appealed  to  th e  s o ld i e r s ' p rid e  and 
p a tr io t is m , but w ith  only p a r t i a l  su ccess . Then G eneral 
Johnston rode over. With a few w ell chosen words, he
7?
0, R ., X, p a r t  1, 212, 213, 215.
75
Force, From F o rt Henry to  C o rin th . 152; 
Johnston , L ife  of Gen. A lb e rt Sidney Johnston . 610,
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76
rev iv e d  th e  enthusiasm  of th e  men, and le d  by G eneral
Johnston , B reck in rid g e , and th e  governor, th e  Tennesseans
(lu ick ly  moved fo rw ard , d r iv in g  back Pugh 's l e f t  reg im en ts ,
77
th e  F o r ty - f i r s t  and T h irty -seco n d  I l l i n o i s ,  The r ig h t
of Pugh 's Brigade h e ld  f a s t  in  th e  face  of th e  a s s a u l t
mounted by S ta th am 's  l e f t  w ing. The lowans and I l l in o ia n s
su s ta in e d  heavy c a s u a l t ie s ,  bu t th ey  con tinued  f i r i n g
th rough  th e  th ic k  c louds of smoke th a t  covered t h e i r  po-
s i tu a t io n  u n t i l  t h e i r  o f f ic e r s  made them s to p . The smoke
c le a re d , and th e  F éd éra is  cheered  as  th ey  saw S tatham 's 
78
men r e t i r i n g .
To s i t  q u ie t ly  w aitin g  f o r  an enemy army th a t  does
n o t show up was n o t an easy  duty  f o r  a man o f Colonel
George B ari Maney's tem peram ent, A n a tiv e  of F ra n k lin ,
Tennessee, a v e te ra n  of th e  Mexican War, and a  prom inent
H ash v ille  a tto rn e y  b efo re  F o rt Sumter, Maney was o r ig in a l ly
c a p ta in  of th e  F i r s t  Tennessee, Company C, in  May, 1861,
Under h is  le a d e rs h ip , th e  regim ent took  p a r t  in  v a r io u s
a c tio n s  in  w estern  V irg in ia  befo re  being ordered  to  r e tu rn
79
to  h is  n a tiv e  s ta te  in  F ebruary , 1862, The regim ent
-----------------7 5 ---------------
Ib id , .  610, 611,
77
Force, From F o rt Henry to  C o rin th . 152, 153; 
0, E ., X, p a r t  1 , 212, 215, 217, 218; Johnston , L ife  of 
Gen, A lb e rt Sidney Johnston . 611, 612; W alter Shotw ell, 
C iv il  War in  America. (New York: 1923), 211,
78
Thompson, R ec o lle c tio n s  With th e  T hird  Iowa 
Regiment. 219,220; A, H, M ecklin, D iary , A p ril 6 , l8 é 2 ,
79
Tennesseans in  th e  C iv il  War. I ,  172,
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reached  Chattanooga, where f iv e  companies were loaded on
board a  t r a i n  belonging to  th e  Memphis and C harleston
R a ilro ad . U n fo rtuna te ly  th e re  was no room fo r  th e  o th e r
f iv e  com panies, and th ey  were l e f t  behind in  th e  town on 
80
provost du ty .
A fte r  f a i t h f u l l y  w atching fo r  B u e l l 's  army se v e ra l
hou rs, ïlaney rece iv ed  a welcomed o rder from G eneral
Beauregard to  r e jo in  th e  main army. The F i r s t  Tennessee
Regiment, or B a tta lio n , was soon m arching tow ard th e  b a t t l e
a re a . Upon reach in g  th e  edge of th e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  th e
Tennesseans passed  by f a t  and badly  wounded Colonel M athias
M artin , of th e  T w enty-th ird  Tennessee, who was a c tin g  as an
a id e  to  G eneral C leburne, The co lo n e l c a l le d  to  th e  F i r s t ,
"Give 'em H ail Columbia. T h a t 's  r i g h t ,  my brave F i r s t
81
Tennessee, Give 'em H ail Colum bia." With th e  wounded 
c o lo n e l 's  good w ishes r in g in g  in  t h e i r  e a r s ,  th e  F i r s t  
Tennessee con tinued  u n t i l  th ey  reached  G eneral B re c k in r id g e 's  
D iv is io n , w ith  which Cheatham had lin k e d  what was l e f t  of 
h is  b rigade  a f t e r  th e  m orn ing 's  re p u lse  a t  th e  H o rn e t's  
N est. R eporting  to  h is  immediate s u p e r io r , G eneral Frank­
l i n  Cheatham, Maney was ordered  to  a t ta c k  H u rlb u t' s 
p o s i t io n  in  th e  Peach O rchard,
5Ô
A. S, H orsley, "Reminiscences of S h iloh , " Con­
fe d e ra te  V eteran . I I  (August, 1894), 454.
^^W atkins, Co Aytch. 41,
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G eneral Cheatiiain In s tru c te d  Maney to  p ick  what­
ever o th e r  u n i ts  from h is  b rig ad e  he wanted to  go in  w ith  
him, and th e  c o lo n e l s e le c te d  th e  Jüinth Tennessee, and he 
asked f o r  the  N ineteen th  Tennessee from S tatham 's B rigade,
I t  was q u ick ly  arranged  th a t  th e  N ineteen th  would accompany 
th e  co lo n e l in  h is  a t ta c k ,  and abou t 2:30 P. M., w hile  th e  
r e s t  of Statham ’s men s t i l l  tra d e d  sh o ts  w ith  th e  N orthern
men, th e  th re e  Tennessee u n i ts  s ta r t e d  a c ro ss  th e  Peach
82
Orchard toward H u rlb u t 's  c e n te r .
Perhaps P r iv a te  Tom H arriso n , of Colonel Maney's
F i r s t  Tennessee, thought back to  the  day n ine months e a r l i e r
when h is  grandm other strapped  h is  knapsack on h is  back and
to ld  him to  "go and never su rre n d e r  or tu rn  t r a i t o r ,  and do
no t come back u n t i l  the war i s  over, w hether i t  be in
8 3
v ic to ry  or d e f e a t ,"  In  t h i s  charge , n a r r is o n  and h is
fe llo w  E ebels would d riv e  a l l  th e  way i f  p o s s ib le .
As I4aney s ta r te d  forw ard , G ladden 's old B rigade,
now commanded by Colonel D aniel Adams, began p re ss in g  the
F edera l r i g h t .  U nfo rtuna te ly  one of Bauman’s r if lem e n
sho t Colonel Adams in  the side  of h is  head, perm anently
8 4
b lin d in g  h is  r i g h t  eye. Colonel Z. C. Deas became th e
82
Thomas T, H arrison , " S h ilo h ," Thomas T. H arrison  
Papers, U n iv e rs ity  of Tennessee l ib r a r y ,
8 3
0. R ,, X, p a r t  1, 537; Warner, G enerals in
Gray. 1,
8 4
0, R ,, X, p a r t  1, 538, 542,
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b r ig a d e 's  t h i r d  commander th a t  day, and he im m ediately
moved forw ard to  support B reck in ridge and Cheatham. A
v ic io u s  a c t io n , la s t in g  many m inu tes, developed w ith
H u rlb u t 's  D iv is io n , ending w ith  th e  F éd éra is  being pushed 
85
back.
With Maney p ress in g  in  th e  c e n te r ,  Deas on th e  l e f t ,
and Statham and Bowen on th e  r i g h t ,  H u rlb u t 's  D iv ision
began to  g ra d u a lly  g ive way. But i t  was Maney's charge
th a t  broke th e  back of th e  F ed e ra l p o s i t io n . With th e  N inth
Tennessee in  th e  c e n te r ,  th e  F i r s t  on th e  l e f t ,  and the
N ineteenth  on th e  r i g h t ,  Maney stormed from th e  woods,
out onto th e  Peach Orchard f i e l d ,  heading tow ard th e  s e c to r
of Pugh's l i n e ,  which was defended by th e  T hird  Iowa and
Twenty«eighth I l l i n o i s .  In  th e  Peach Orchard, Maney's
men encountered  some of S ta tham 's tro o p s  " r e t i r in g  before
86
a d e s tru c tiv e  f i r e . "
There was so much powder smoke over Pugh 's p o s it io n  
th a t  h is  men had tro u b le  s p o tt in g  Maney's advance. Unable 
to  a s c e r ta in  Pugh’s exact p o s i t io n , th e  ag g ress iv e  Maney 
ordered h is  men to  h a l t  and l i e  on th e  ground. He gave 
th e  order to  f i r e ,  and from t h i s  prone p o s i t io n , the  
Southerners b lazed  away in  th e  g e n e ra l d i r e c t io n  of the
—
0, R ., X, p a r t  1, 538, 542.
86
Ib id . .  455.
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F é d é ra is . ïflien th e  N ortherners re tu rn e d  t h e i r  f i r e ,  th e
canny co lo n e l was ab le  to  a s c e r ta in  t h e i r  ex ac t p o s it io n
and approxim ate s tr e n g th . Before th e  F éd é ra is  could re lo a d
Maney ordered  h is  men to  t h e i r  f e e t ,  and th e  Rebels q u ick ly
87
moved forw ard ag a in . As th e  momentum of t h e i r  advance
picked up in  th e  Orchard, Minie b a l l s  r ip p ed  in to  th e i r
ran k s , dropping men r ig h t  and l e f t ,  but th e  C o n fed era tes '
b a t t l e  blood was up; and, w ith  w ild  Rebel y e l l s ,  th e
88
Tennesseans to re  in to  Pugh 's l i n e .
In  th e  face  of th e  C onfederate a t ta c k ,  Pugh's r ig h t
wing w ithdrew , as d id  Brotzm ann's B a tte ry , which was fo rced
89
to  abandon a 6-pounder and two c a is so n s . The r e s t  of
90
Statham s Brigade qu ick ly  moved fo rifard  in  h o t p u rs u it .  
H urlbut was f a l l i n g  back, bu t C onfederate lo s s e s  were 
heavy, in c lu d in g  G eneral A lb e rt Sidney Johnston .
As th e  tro o p s  of th e  F ourth  D iv is io n  f e l l  back, 
many of them paused and re lo ad ed  t h e i r  r i f l e s  and f i r e d  a t  
th e  oncoming C onfedera tes. One Union source sa id  th ree  
f le e in g  B luecoats tu rn ed  around, and observing  a mounted 
and obviously  im portan t C onfederate o f f ic e r  in  th e  d is ta n c e , 
qu ick ly  loaded th e i r  muskets and sim u ltaneously  f i r e d
bt
I b id . , 439,455; Hardy Murfree to  James M urfree, 
May 12, 1 8 6 2 , James M urfree Papers.
88
W atkins, Co Aytch. 42.
89
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 213,219,249.
90
A. H. M ecklin, D iary , A p ril 6 , 1862.
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91
them* B a tte ry  A, F i r s t  I l l i n o i s  L ight A r t i l l e r y ,
claimed, th a t  a sho t from one of t h e i r  12-pound how itzers
92
k i l l e d  G eneral Johnston . Ho m a tte r w hether th e  f a t a l  
b u l le t  was f i r e d  by a s o ld ie r  d e l ib e r a te ly  aim ing to  p ick  
o ff  a C onfederate o f f ic e r ,  or sim ply a t  randon by a 
running  F ed e ra l, G eneral Johnston was h i t .
The m o rta l wound from a slu g  to re  th e  p o p l i te a l  
a r te r y  in  G eneral Jo h n s to n 's  r ig h t  le g . I t  was a severe 
wound, bu t n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  a f a t a l  one. G eneral Johnston 
could  e a s i ly  have stopped th e  b leed ing  h im se lf w ith  a 
to u rn iq u e t ,  i f  only he had been aware of th e  se r io u sn e ss .
In  th e  excitem ent of th e  moment and in  th e  f lu s h  of 
v ic to ry ,  th e  g e n e ra l f a i l e d  to  pay much a t t e n t io n  to  the  
deadly  re d  t r i c k l e  t h a t  ra n  down h is  le g .
Throughout much of th e  day. G eneral Jo h n s to n 's  
p e rso n a l p h y s ic ian . Dr. D, ¥ . Y andell, accompanied th e  
g e n e ra l over th e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  bu t upon f in d in g  a la rg e  
c lu s te r  of wounded s o ld ie r s ,  both  Blue and Gray, xhe Ken­
tu c k ia n  ordered  Dr. Y andell to  a s s i s t  them. Before r id in g  
o ff  to  o th e r d u t ie s ,  G eneral Johnston remarked to  Dr. 
Y andell, "These men were our enemies a moment ago, they  are
91
John P a r ish  ( e d . ), "A Few M artia l M emoirs,"
The P a lim p est. I  (O ctober, 1920), 121.
92
Kim bell, B a tte ry  A, 45. The au th o r s ta te d  th a t  
th e  gun crew f i r e d  a t  some mounted o f f ic e r s ,  and th a t  
l a t e r  th e  gunners le a rn ed  th a t  Johnston was h i t  by th e i r  
f i r e .  Ib id .
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,93
our p r iso n e rs  now; take  care of them.
J u s t befo re  th e  f a t a l  in c id e n t ,  th e  C onfederate
commander spoke to  Governor H a rr is , and Johnston showed
him where a musket b a l l  had to rn  h is  shoe. H a rris  asked,
"Are you wounded? Did th e  b a l l  touch  your fo o t? "  The
g en e ra l simply r e p l ie d  in  th e  n e g a tiv e , and to ld  H arris
to  c a rry  an o rder to  Colonel Statham . One of G eneral
Jo h n s to n 's  a id e s , C aptain Leigh Wickham, rem ained w ith  th e
g en e ra l w hile H arris  was on h is  e rra n d . A few m inutes
l a t e r ,  Wickham heard  th e  thud of a slug  s t r ik in g  an o b je c t.
Seconds l a t e r ,  he n o tic ed  blood d rip p in g  down G eneral
Jo h n sto n ’s le g , and he remarked to  th e  g en e ra l about i t .
But th e  commander seemed unconcerned. Colonel Theodore
O’Hara, th e  famed Southern poet and ad v e n tu re r , rode up.
Observing the  blood, th e  au th o r of The Biovac of the  Dead
94
tu rn ed  around and galloped  fo r  a surgeon.
His m ission  f u l f i l l e d ,  th e  Tennessee governor was 
back a t  th e  s id e  of h is  f r ie n d  w ith in  a few m inu tes. Be­
fo re  H arris  could r e p o r t .  G eneral Johnston re e le d  in  h is
93
Johnston, l i f e  of Gen. A lb ert Sidney Johnston . 
615. ---------------------------------------- ----------------
94
R. R. Hutchinson, "A lbert Sidney Johnston  a t  
S h i lo h ." Confederate V eteran . VI ( Ju ly , I 898), 313; 
Johnston, L ife  of Gen. A lbert Sidney Johnston . 613-615; 
George Withe Baylor, "With Gen. A lb e rt Sidney Johnston  
a t  S h ilo h ,"  Confederate V eteran . V (December, 1897),
611; Roland, A lb ert Sidney Johnston . 336.
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sa d d le . The governor grabbed him w ith  h is  l e f t  hand,
h e lp in g  to  support him in  th e  sad d le . H a rris  asked the
g e n e ra l i f  he were h u r t .  Very s o f t ly  G eneral Johnston
95
r e p l ie d ,  "Yes, and I  f e a r  s e r io u s ly ."  Governor H arris  
asked Wickham to  go fo r  a d o c to r, and th e n , supporting  
Johnston  w ith  one hand, th e  Tennessean le d  t h e i r  h o rses  to  
a s h e lte re d  spot a sh o r t d is ta n c e  aw aj. G ently  p u llin g  
th e  wounded g en e ra l o ff  h is  h o rse , H a rris  p laced  him on 
th e  ground and began search in g  h is  body f o r  some o th e r 
wound more se r io u s  th an  th e  seem ingly m inor one in  the  
le g .
W illiam P resto n  and o th e r s t a f f  o f f ic e r s  c o l le c te d
around th e  b leed in g  g e n e ra l, who d ied  perhaps tw enty
m inutes a f t e r  th e  wound was i n f l i c t e d .  There was l i t t l e ,
i f  any, s u f fe r in g . G eneral Johnston  sim ply lap sed  in to
96
unconsciousness, and he d ied  in  t h i s  c o n d itio n . He 
d ied  about 2 :30 P. M.
C ouriers were im m ediately d isp a tch ed  to  n o tify  
G eneral Beauregard th a t  he was now th e  commanding g e n e ra l.
95
Johnston, l i f e  of Gen. A lb e rt Sidney Johnston . 
614. ------------------------------------
96
Ib id . . 614, 615; George Withe B aylor, "With 
Gen. Johnston  a t  S h ilo h ,"  C onfederate V e te ran . V (December, 
1897) , 611 . Por a s l i g h t ly  d i f f e r e n t  v e rs io n  of G eneral 
Jo h n s to n 's  dea th , see Confederate V eteran . XVII (May,
1909) , 219 and XVI, (December, I 908), 629. W illiam 
P re s to n , D iary, A p ril 6 , 1862, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , 
S h iloh  n a tio n a l M ilita ry  Park.
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Governor H a rris  reached Beauregard w ith  th e  news s h o r tly
a f t e r  3 P. M. From now on, th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  of th e
97
b a t t l e  was G eneral B eauregard’s ,
97
Hew Orleans D aily  P icayune, A p ril 11, 1862;
J .  S. Byers to  W illiam P res to n  Johnston , June 13, 1862,
Mrs, Mason B a rre t Papers; B a tt le s  and L eaders, I ,  590; 
W illiam P res to n , D iary, A p ril 6 , 1862, M iscellaneous 
C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N ational M ilita ry  Park. Colonel 
P resto n  sa id  he "wrote a no te to  Gen. B eauregard, in s ta n t ly ,  
inform ing him th a t  he Qrohnstoq] had f a l l e n  a t  th e  moment 
of v ic to ry ,  a f t e r  ro u tin g  th e  enemy a t  every  p o in t ,  and 
th a t  th e  com pletion of th e  v ic to ry  would devolve on him# " 
Ib id . John Broome m ain ta ined  th a t  he c a r r ie d  word to  
Beauregard of th e  dea th  of Johnston . John Broome, "How 
G eneral A lb e rt Sidney Johnston  D ie d ," C onfederate V et­
e ra n , XVI (December, 1908), 629.
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CHâPTBS XII 
RETREAT
The a r r iv a l  of th e  news of A lb e rt Sidney Jo h n s to n 's  
d ea th  caused no panic in  G eneral P ie r re  Gustave Toutant 
B eauregard, th e  hero  of P o rt Sumter and M anassas. The 
d ea th  of G eneral Johnston i-?as t r a g ic ,  but th e re  would be 
tim e to  mourn th e  K entuckian l a t e r .  B eauregard 's  only 
concern f o r  th e  moment was winning th e  b a t t l e .  S o ld ie r  
l ik e ,  th e  new commander ordered  th e  news of Jo h n s to n 's
1
d ea th  concealed  from th e  army, l e s t  i t  d ish e a r te n  th e  men.
C ontrary  to  what many of B eau regard 's  c r i t i c s  sa id  
during  th e  war and a f t e r ,  he possessed  a f a i r l y  good 
p ic tu re  of how th e  b a t t l e  was deve lop ing . To co o rd in a te  
th e  a t ta c k  on th e  H o rn e t's  R est, he sen t M assachusetts- 
born D aniel Ruggles to  tak e  charge . Any l u l l  in  th e  f i g h t ­
ing  fo llo w in g  B eau regard 's  assum ption of command was
1
I t  was only a f t e r  th e  army was sa fe  a t  C o rin th , 
th re e  days a f t e r  th e  b a t t l e ,  th a t  Beauregard fo rm ally  
announced th e  news of Jo h n s to n 's  d ea th , a lth o u g h  by th a t  
time everyone on both  s id e s  knew i t .  B eauregard 's  
message re a d  as  fo llo w s:
S o ld ie rs —Your l a t e  Commander-in-Ohief, A. S. 
Johnston , i s  dead. A f e a r le s s  s o ld ie r ,  a  sagacious 
c a p ta in , a  re p ro a c h le s s  man has f a l l e n .  One who in  
h is  devo tion  to  our cause shrunk from no s a c r i f i c e ;  
one who, anim ated by a sense of duty  and su s ta in e d  
by a sublime courage, cha llenged  danger and p erish ed  
g a l la n t ly  fo r  h is  coun try  w hile le ad in g  forw ard h is  
columns to  v ic to ry .  His s ig n a l example of heroism  
and p a tr io t is m , i f  g e n e ra lly  im ita te d , w i l l  make 
t h i s  army in v in c ib le .  A g r a te f u l  cou n try  w i l l  mourn 
h is  lo s s ,  rev ere  h is  name, and c h e r is h  h is  many 
v i r tu e s .  0. R .,X , p a r t  2, A08.
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because of th e  d iso rg an ized  co n d itio n  of th e  Confederate army
2
and n o t to  B eauregard 's  a c t io n s .  I t  was becoming in c re a s ­
in g ly  obvious to  th e  new commanding g en e ra l th a t  th e  Confed­
e ra te  advance on th e  l e f t  had lo s t  much of i t  momentum, and 
th a t  i t  was n ecessa ry  to  make the  b ig  e f f o r t  cn th e  r ig h t
and c e n te r  to  fo rc e  the  F éd éra is  from th e  H o rn e t's  Nest 
3
p o s it io n .
On the  Confederate l e f t ,  Pat A nderson 's Brigade moved 
over to  jo in  th e  a t ta c k  a t  th e  H o rn e t's  N est, le av in g  only 
what was l e f t  of C lebu rne 's  Brigade and Pond's s t i l l  com­
p a ra t iv e ly  unscathed  reg im ents to  c a rry  on the  advance a g a in s t 
G enerals HcClernand and Sherman. A ll o th er C onfederate u n i ts  
were e i th e r  reo rg an iz in g  or s h i f t in g  over to  support th e  
a s s a u l t  a t  the  H o rn e t's  N est.
I f  th e  C onfederate advance were waning, th e  Union 
defense was a ls o  weakened. Vîhen G rant v i s i t e d  Sherman about 
3 P. M., the  words exchanged by the  two men could n o t have 
been very  o p tim is t ic .  Most of the rem aining F ed era l r e g i ­
ments were mere sk e le to n s  of one hundred to  two hundred men. 
la rg e  numbers of F ed era l s o ld ie r s  s tra g g le d  to  th e  r e a r  or 
were serv ing  w ith  o ther u n i t s .  One Union s o ld ie r  wound up a t
2
Roman, Beauregard. 1.297.298; B a ttle s  and L eaders. I ,  
590; W illiam s, P. G. T. Beauregard . 140. Jo h n s to n 's  b io g ra -  
pher, C harles Roland, suggested th a t  th e  C onfederate army 
d id  s u f fe r  a se r io u s  lo s s  of momentum, in  p a r t  due to  th e  
d ish e a rten in g  news of Jo h n s to n 's  death  as i t  spread  a c ro ss  th e  
f i e l d .  Roland, A lb ert Sidney Johnston . 341,342.
3
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 496 ,
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4
th e  H orne t’s Hest w ith  P re n t is s .  A number of th e  F ed era l
reg im en ts were so badly b a t te re d  th a t  i t  was n ecessa ry  f o r
McClernand and Sherman to  o rder them out of th e  b a t t l e  and
back to  th e  a re a  around th e  Landing, where th ey  could  r e -  
5
form.
In some of th e  F ed era l u n i t s  ammunition began to  run  
low. The men o f th e  F o r ty - f i f th  I l l i n o i s  s tr ip p e d  t h e i r  
deda and wounded f o r  c a r t r id g e s ,  b u t when t h i s  p i t i f u l  
supply ra n  o u t. Colonel Smith was fo rc ed  to  o rder h is  men 
to  r e t i r e  toward th e  r e a r  to  se a rch  f o r  ammunition. The 
I l l in o ia n s  marched bu t a few hundred yards when th ey  ran  
in to  a p a rty  of in fa n try  heading fo r  th e  f r o n t .  Colonel 
Smith t r i e d  to  borrow c a r t r id g e s  from th e se  men, but un­
fo r tu n a te ly  t h e i r  ammunition would no t f i t  th e  F o r t y - f i f t h ’s 
E n f ie ld s . The reg im ent resumed i t s  march, bu t w ith in  
m inutes th e  c a p ta in  of th e  r e a r  company ra n  up to  Smith, 
b re a th le s s ly  exclaim ing th a t  Confederate ca v a lry  was p re s s ­
ing in  on th e  l e f t  rear#  Colonel Smith to ld  th e  ex c ite d
c a p ta in , "Keep co o l and don’t  say an y th in g , th e  enemy don’t
6
know we are  out of am m unition." F o rtu n a te ly  th e  C onfederate 
i f  th ey  were r e a l l y  S outherners and n o t some of G ra n t’s
 ? -----------------
Barber, Army Memoirs. 54; Bacon, T h r i l l in g  Ad­
v e n tu re s . 6 .
5
Bering and Montgomery, F o r ty -e ig h th  Ohio. 21, 22.
6
Crummer, With Grant a t  F o rt Bonelson. 64, 65.
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own c a v a lry , d id  n o t a t ta c k ,  and Smith and h is  men soon
lo c a te d  an ammunition wagon*
The P o r ty - f l f t h  I l l i n o i s  s o ld ie r s  q u ick ly  scram bled
on th e  supply wagon, te a r in g  open th e  c a se s . Men crowded
around th e  wagon, c ry in g , "Give me some, g ive  me more I "
7
Pockets and c a r t r id g e  pouches were q u ick ly  f i l l e d ,  and soon
th e  regim ent moved to  r e jo in  th e  b rigade  n ea r th e  lan d in g ,
8
M cClernand's l a s t  p o s i t io n  of th e  day.
The com parative ly  even b a t t l e  l in e s  of th e  S h iloh  
Church and Purdy Hoad p o s it io n s  were now only a fond 
memory to  th e  two h a rra sse d  Union commanders. The F ed era l 
l i n e ,  i f  such i t  could  be c a l le d ,  s tra g g le d  over Jo n e s ’ 
F ie ld  and th e  su rrounding  h i l l s  and ra v in e s .  C onfederate 
and Union sk irm ish e rs  were badly  in te rm ix ed , and th e re  was 
heavy m usketry over a l l  th e  a r e a .  One u n id e n t i f ie d  Ohio 
s o ld ie r ,  when wounded and o rdered  to  th e  r e a r ,  wandered 
back w ith in  a few m inu tes, and most a p t ly  summed up th e  
s i t u a t io n  in  a  p le a  to  h is  company commander,"Cap, g ive
9
me a gun. This blamed f ig h t  a in t  g o t any r e a r .
S ta f f  o f f ic e r s  rode fu r io u s ly  over th e  a re a  t r y in g  
to  c re a te  o rder out of chaos. C aptain  Hammond even went 
so f a r  a s  to  t r y  to  encourage th e  men by t e l l i n g  them.
7
Ib id , . 65.
8
0. H .,X , p a r t  1 , 134.
9 
Duke, F i f t y - th i r d  Ohio. 49.
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"Sidney Johnston i s  k i l le d !  Beauregard i s  cap tu red! B eull 
10
i s  coining." U nw itting ly , Hanmond was r ig h t  on two out of
h is  th re e  p o in ts . This o f f ic e r  experienced a dangerous
a f te rn o o n . Twice h is  o f f i c e r 's  cap was to rn  by C onfederate
b u l lg ts ;  tw ice h is  boots were to r n  by s lu g s ; and tw ice he
wound up sprawled on th e  ground, h is  horse  sho t from under 
11
him.
Confusion or n o t, a t  l e a s t  p a r t  of th e  Union army was
s t i l l  f ig h t in g ,  and a good th in g  f o r  G rant, f o r  Cleburne
was a tta c k in g  a g a in . A fte r spending some tim e in  th e  r e a r
a re a  c o l le c t in g  s t r a g g le r s ,  Cleburne th rew  up h is  hands in
d is g u s t and began rounding up h is  o irm  reg im en ts . By around
4 o 'c lo c k , he was a tta c k in g  McClernand and Sherman w ith  h is
F i f th  and T w enty-fourth Tennessee and th e  F if te e n th  Arkansas,
Taking cover behind t r e e s ,  fe n c e s , p o s ts  and brush , th e
Arkansans and Tennesseans poured a heavy f i r e  in to  th e  Fed-
12
e r a l s  f o r  perhaps an hour.
Once ag a in  th e  B luecoats r e t r e a te d ,  t h i s  tim e to  a 
p o s it io n  along th e  Hamburg and Savannah Hoad, Sherman and 
h is  su rv iv o rs  h e ld  th e  r ig h t ,  w ith  Me d e m a n d 's  b a tte re d  
fragm ents in  th e  c e n te r .  Veatch, w ith  th e  rem nants of the
10
Ib id . .  52.
11 O rv ille  J .  V ic to r, In c id e n ts  and Anecdotes of the  
War, (New York; 1862), 359.
12
0. E . , X, p a r t  1, 582 .
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F if te e n th  and F o r ty - s ix th  I l l i n o i s ,  was on th e  l e f t ,  w hile 
M c A llis te r’s B a tte ry  and an u n id e n t i f ie d  b a t te ry  deployed 
behind M cClernand's c e n te r .  The b a tte re d  E ig h teen th  
I l l i n o i s ,  now commanded by C aptain  J .  J .  Anderson, was 
p laced  in  re se rv e  behind th e  b a t t e r i e s .  The S eventeen th  
I l l i n o i s ,  of Sweeny's Brigade, unexpected ly  showed up, 
having r e t i r e d  from th e  H o rn e t's  Nest l in e ,  and G eneral
13
McClernand ordered  i t  to  a c t  a s  re se rv e  fo r  h i s  command.
Toward th i s  new F edera l p o s i t io n , marched Pond 's 
lo u is ia n a n s . O ccasionally  under f i r e  during  th e  day, th e  
b rigade  had n o t become s e r io u s ly  engaged. The T h ir ty -e ig h th  
Tennessee and th e  C rescen t Regiment, (T w enty-fourth  L o u is i­
ana) supported  by L ieu ten an t P h il Bond's s e c tio n  of 
Ketchum's B a tte ry , l e f t  th e  b rigade  e a r ly  th a t  morning to  
guard th e  Owl C reek-rurdy Road B ridge. A fte r  th e  rem aining 
p o rtio n  of th e  brigade was a c c id e n tly  f i r e d  in to  by Confed­
e ra te  tro o p s  from an o th e r u n i t .  Pond w ithdrew  h is  u n i t  a
14
hundred yards to  r e s t  and re o rg a n iz e .
A l i t t l e  before 2 P. M., one of G eneral H ardee 's  
s t a f f  o f f ic e r s  re p o rte d  to  L ieu ten an t Colonel S. ¥ . Ferguson 
th a t  Pond's Brigade was w ithout a commander. Accompanied
13
I b id . .  118.
14
P h il Bond to  b ro th e r , A p ril  23, 1862, James G. 
T erry , Record of th e  Alabama S ta te  A r t i l l e r y  from i t s  
O rgan iza tion  in  May 1836 to  the  S urrender in  A p ril 1865 " 
T ^  Alabama H is to r ic a l  Q u arte rly . XX (Summer, 1958). *
316; 0. R ., X, p a rt 1, 5 l6 , 517.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
386
by th e  s t a f f  o f f ic e r ,  Ferguson rode over and lo c a te d  Gen­
e r a l  Hardee, who d ire c te d  th e  l ie u te n a n t  co lo n e l to  g e t 
th e  L ouisiana u n i ts  in to  th e  f i g h t .  The S ix te e n th  and 
E ig h teen th  L ouisiana and th e  Hew O rleans Guard B a tta lio n
moved forw ard to  w ith in  f iv e  or s ix  hundred yards of
15
McClernand s new p o s i t io n .
Ferguson was a mamher of th e  c la s s  of 1857 a t  West 
P o in t, and he p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e  Mormon e x p e d itio n  of 
1857 , 1858, Twenty-seven y ea rs  o ld  a t  S h iloh , he l a t e r  
served  in  th e  V icksburg campaign, and was appo in ted  b r ig ­
a d ie r  g en e ra l on Ju ly  23, I 863. He fough t a g a in s t  G eneral 
Sherman in  Georgia and th e  C a ro lin es , and in  A ugust, 1864, 
was suggested  f o r  prom otion to  m ajor g e n e ra l. His immediate
15
S. ¥ . Ferguson to  G eneral Beauregard, A p ril 6, 
1862, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  H a tio n sl M ili ta ry  
Park. In  th e  above r e p o r t ,  Ferguson sa id  he commanded th e  
advance on McClernand. L ieu ten an t Colonel A lfred  Roman 
s ta te d  f l a t l y  th a t  he d id  n o t see th e  b rigade commander on 
e i th e r  day of th e  b a t t l e .  A lfred  Roman, "Memoirs o f S h i lo h ," 
C onfederate C o lle c tio n , Tennessee Le.partment of A rchives 
and H is to ry . Pond gave an e n t i r e ly  d i f f e r e n t  v e rs io n  of i t  
in  h is  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t .  He sa id  he was ordered to  a t ta c k  
th e  p o s i t io n  by Ferguson, who gave th e  o rder by v i r tu e  of 
th e  a u th o r i ty  of G eneral Hardee. 0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 517.
To add f u r th e r  muddiness to  t h i s  in c id e n t ,  Roman appended 
h is  name to  an e n t i r e ly  d i f f e r e n t  account of th e  a c t io n  in  
h is  s o -c a lle d  biography of G eneral Beauregard, In  th e  
b iography, Beauregard cooperated  so c lo se ly  th a t  i t  becomes 
in  e f f e c t  an o f f i c i a l  biography w ith  overtones of an a u to ­
b iography, th u s in  e f f e c t  th e  account i s  B eauregard ' s 
own 8'j.d n o t Roman’s . This v e rs io n  s ta te d  th a t  Beauregard 
was to ld  by a s t a f f  o f f ic e r  th a t  Pond’s Brigade was le a d e r -  
l e s s .  The Creole prom ptly ordered  Ferguson to  go over and 
ta k e  charge . The account s ta te d  th a t  Pond’s absence from 
th e  b rigade was due to  h is  u n d ertak in g  a reco n n a issan ce  of 
th e  enemy’s p o s i t io n , but i t  d id  n o t m ention who a c tu a l ly
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su p e rio r  and form er c lassm ate , G eneral Joe VTheeler, q u ite
v ig o ro u s ly  o b jec ted , m a in ta in in g  th a t  Ferguson was a
16
tro u b le  maker and a poor d is c ip l in a r ia n .
As Ferguson checked th e  F ed era l p o s i t io n . Colonel
A lfred  Mouton se n t two of h is  s o ld ie r s  forw ard on a sco u t.
P riv a te  Cesar P o rta  and C aptain J .  A. S ru i lh e t .  The two
men soon re tu rn ed  and re p o rte d  to  Mouton th e  p resence of
two F ed era l b a t te r ie s  and a stro n g  c o n c e n tra tio n  of in fa n -  
17
t r y .
By order of G eneral Hardee, th e  Washington A r t i l l e r y
moved in to  p o s it io n  on th e  r ig h t  of th e  S ix tee n th  l o u i s i -
18
ana to  he lp  cover th e  advance. Ketchum, w ith  h is  fo u r  
rem aining guns, was moving up to  support th e  lo u is ia n a n s , 
when one of H ardee 's  a id e s  a r r iv e d  w ith  o rders to  go to  the
le d  th e  charge. Roman, Beauregard. I ,  298 . The reg im en ta l 
q u a rte rm a ste r. S ix tee n th  L ou isiana, S ergeant L. M. P ip k in , 
in  a l e t t e r  w r i t te n  h a l f  a cen tu ry  a f t e r  th e  b a t t l e ,  con­
firm ed Pond's r e p o r t  of th e  a c tio n  in  alm ost every d e t a i l ,  
s ta t in g  th a t  L ieu ten an t Colonel Ferguson m erely brought the 
o rd e r. L. M. P ipk in  to  D. ¥ . Reed, March 17, 1909, M iscel­
laneous C o llec tio n , S h iloh  R ationa l M il i ta ry  Park. Pond 
was e le c te d  co lo n e l of th e  S ix teen th  L ou isiana on September 
26 , 1861 . He re s ig n e d  on May 2, 1862. Booth, L ou isiana  
Records. I l l ,  book 2, I 69 .
16
Warner, G enerals in  Gray. 87; 0. R ., XLVII, p a r t
2 , 1004-1012, 10277 1028, 1127.
17
Cesar P o rta  to  J .  B. W ilkinson, R. d . , 1862, 
L ou isiana H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n .
18
Order Book, Washington A r t i l l e r y ,  L ou isiana 
H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n . See 0 . R ., X, p a r t  1 ,
5 2 7.
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19
l e f t  to  h e lp  f lu s h  out a co n c en tra tio n  of enemy in f a n try .
When th e  o rder to  a t ta c k  was g iven , f o r  some reaso n  
only Gober's  S ix te e n th  and Mouton’s E ig h teen th  L ouisiana 
responded, s t a r t in g  th e  long c 'a r t e r  m ile charge toward 
McClernand’s p o s i t io n .  F ed era l a r t i l l e r y  and r i f l e  f i r e  
were ex trem ely  ac c u ra te  and heavy, and lo s s e s  were h igh  
even before th e  two reg im en ts reached anywhere the  enemy's 
p o s i t io n .  Colonel Mouton's  horse was k i l l e d ,  but q u ick ly  
scram bling to  h is  f e e t ,  th e  th i r ty - th r e e  y ea r old co lo n e l, 
who had e x a c tly  two y ea rs  and two days of l i f e  l e f t ,  con­
tin u e d  le ad in g  th e  advance on fo o t .  Major S o b er's  horse
was a ls o  k i l l e d ,  but l ik e  Mouton, he came to  h is  f e e t  and
20
continued  to  le a d  h is  men.
The E ig h teen th  h a l te d  and d e liv e re d  se v e ra l v o lle y s
in to  th e  n o rth e rn  p o s i t io n  befo re  resuming th e  charge.
Mouton*s men reached  to  w ith in  s ix ty  or seventy  yards of
th e  F ed era l p o s i t io n  befo re  th e  deadly Union f i r e  broke
th e  charge . Both L ouisiana regim ents prom ptly r e t r e a te d
to  avoid  being a n n ih i la te d .  The E ig h teen th  alone l o s t  207
21
men in  t h i s  one e f f o r t .  A ll during  t h i s  a t ta c k  C aptain
19
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 527.
20
I b id . . 521; Cesar P o rta  to  J .  B. W ilkinson, 11» d . , 
1862, L ou isiana H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o llec tio n ; Confed­
e ra te  V eteran . IX (August, 1901), 499.
21
0, R ., X, p a r t  1 , 118; Cesar P o rta  to  J .  B. 
W ilk inson ,"h . d . , 1862, L ou isiana H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  
C o lle c tio n .
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W alter 0. C rain , form er n av a l o f f i c e r ,  fo u g h t in  th e  ranks
22
as  a sim ple v o lu n te e r  p r iv a te ,  r i f l e  in  hand.
A fte r  Mouton and Gober were re p u lse d , th e  O rleans 
Guard B a tta lio n  suddenly charged . McClernand‘ s rif lem e n  
and gunners prom ptly c u t up th e  Uew O rleans s o ld ie r s ,  send­
ing  them r e e l in g  back a f t e r  th e  two L ou isiana reg im en ts ,
23
w ith  a lo s s  of about e ig h ty  men. The lo u is ia n a n a  r e t i r e d
a few hundred yards to  regroup  and were n o t engaged again  
24-
th a t  day.
The hard p ressed  F éd é ra is  re ce iv e d  one sm all and 
much needed re in fo rcem en t in  th e  form of th e  E ig h ty - f i r s t  
Ohio In fa n try . In  company w ith  th e  T h ir te e n th  M issouri,
22
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 519 . C aptain  C rain  had one of 
th e  s tr a n g e s t” c a re e rs  of th e  C iv i l  War, S h o rtly  before the  
ou tbreak of war, he re s ig n e d  from th e  U. S. navy as  a passed 
Midshipman. A n a tiv e  lo u is ia n a n , he e n l is te d  in  th e  F i r s t  
In fa n try  B a tta lio n  ( F i r s t  B a tta lio n  L o u is ia n a ) . E n ro llin g  
a s  a p r iv a te ,  he was soon promoted to  a  t h i r d  l ie u te n a n t  
of Company D, Ju ly  20, 1861. Presumably he p a r t ic ip a te d  in  
th e  b a t t a l i o n 's  move to  V irg in ia , perhaps even in  i t s  
f i r s t  a c t io n  a t  th e  C u rtis  Farm on Ju ly  5 , 1861. On August 
24, 1861, he re s ig n e d  from th e  b a t ta l io n .  Booth, L ouisiana 
Records. I I ,  472. On September 1 , I 86I ,  C rain  was appo in ted  
c a p ta in  of a b a t te ry  of Tennessee l i g h t  a r t i l l e r y ,  th re e  
guns. He was s ta tio n e d  a t  Memphis, F o rt Henry and C orin th , 
but f o r  some reason  th e  b a t te ry  was disbanded in  th e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of March, 1862. Sezrving as  a r if le m a n  in  Pond’s 
B rigade, C rain  was se v e re ly  wounded on Monday. On A p ril 
12, l e s s  th an  a week a f t e r  th e  b a t t l e ,  he re s ig n e d  h is  
commission. Tennesseans in  th e  C iv i l  War. I ,  129, 130.
On May 25, 18&3, C rain was app o in ted  a l ie u te n a n t  in  the  
C onfederate navy, and was assig n ed  to  th e  only  p a r t i a l l y  
co n s tru c ted  iro n c la d  M s s o u r i .  of th e  Red R iv er defen se . 
George T. Hess, J r . ,  ''L ou isiana O ffic e rs  of th e  C onfederate 
N avy," L ouisiana H is to r ic a l  Q u a rte r ly . XXVII (A p r il, 1944), 
483 . On June 2, 1Ô64, C rain  was appo in ted  a f i r s t  l ie u te n ­
a n t in  th e  navy to  ran k  from January  6, 1864. He served a t  
S hreveport, L ou isiana , but h is  w hereabouts in  th e  l a s t  few
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Colonel Thomas Morton le d  h i s  E ig h ty - f i r s t  out to  guard
th e  Snake Creek B ridge, over which Lew W allace 's  men would
presum ably a r r iv e .  Prom around 8 o 'c lo c k  u n t i l  11 A. M.,
th e  Ohioans rem ained a t  th e  b r id g e , u n t i l  being ordered
> to  move over and l in k  up w ith  th e  r ig h t  wing of McDowell's
B rigade. The E ig h ty - f i r s t  was n o t s e r io u s ly  involved  in
McDowell's engagement w ith  Trabue, a lth o u g h  th e  Ohioans
d id  o c c a s io n a lly  shoot a t  C onfederate sk irm ish e rs  who were
25
endeavoring to  tu rn  McDowell’s r i g h t .  About 3 P. M«,
G eneral G rant rode up and ordered  th e  E ig h ty - f i r s t  to  move
26
f u r th e r  to  th e  l e f t  in  support of McClernand and Sherman.
Colonel B. S. Comptants F o u rteen th  M isso u ri, a ls o  
assig n ed  to  guard th e  Snake Creek B ridge, was moved over 
to  M cA rthur's Brigade h e a d q u a rte rs , presumably to  avoid
months of th e  war a re  unknown, bu t he was p aro led  on June 
3, 1865, a t  A lexandria , L o u is ian a . Booth, L ou isiana  Records. 
I I ,  472; Mess, "Louisiana O ff ic e rs  of th e  C onfederate 
Navy," 483.
23
Roman, Memoirs of S h ilo h ,"  C onfederate C o lle c tio n ; 
Roman, B eauregard. I ,  298. Roman sa id  th e  tim e was about 
5 P. M, McClernand gave th e  tim e as  4 :30  P. M. 0. R ., X, 
p a r t  1 , 118. ~
24
Ib id . . 522.
25
P h il  Jordan and C harles Thomas ( e d s .) ,  "Reminis­
cences of an Ohio V o lu n te e r ," Ohio A rch ae lo g ica l and H is to r i ­
c a l  Q u a rte r ly . XLVIII (O ctober, 1939), 311; 0. R ., X, p a r t  
1 , 118.
26
Chamberlain, E ig h ty - f i r s t  Regiment Ohio. 16; 0, R ., 
X, p a r t  1, 118; Roman,'Memoirs of S h i lo h ," C onfederate ~ 
C o lle c tio n .
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"being se p a ra te d  from th e  r e s t  of th e  army by th e  p a r t ie s  
of C onfederate c a v a lry , beginning  to  th re a te n  th e  road 
n ea r th e  b r id g e . The F o u rteen th  and E ig h ty - f i r s t  were 
nerb to  each o th e r in  p o s i t io n  along  th e  ro ad , th e  Four­
te e n th  presum ably on th e  r i g h t ,  making i t  th e  extreme r ig h t  
of th e  whole Union army.
ixound 4 P. M., L ieu ten an t Colonel E. H. B rew er's 
M is s is s ip p i C avalry B a tta lio n  a ttem pted  to  tu rn  G ran t’s 
r ig h t  f la n k ,  on o rd ers  from G eneral Hardee, The M issourians 
opened f i r e  w ith  t h e i r  m uskets, k i l l i n g  one of Brewer’s 
men and wounding th re e  o th e rs . The C onfederates re tu rn ed  
th e  f i r s  w ith  t h e i r  sho tguns, k i l l i n g  two M issourians and 
wounding th re e  o th e rs . A. c o u r ie r  from Hardee a r r iv e d  and 
ordered Brewer to  abandon th e  e f f o r t ,  and he f e l l  back. 
Compton q u ic k ly  moved h is  reg im en ts s e v e ra l hundred yards
to  th e  l e f t  so a s  to  be in  c lo s e r  co n ta c t w ith  Sherman’s
27
o u t f i t .
Even w ith  t h e i r  extreme r ig h t  p ro te c te d  by two 
v i r t u a l l y  f r e s h  reg im en ts , McClernand and Sherman were s t i l l  
having t h e i r  problem s. Pond’s L ouisianans were rep u lsed  
and out of th e  f ig h t ;  but reo rg an ized  and su p p lied  w ith  
f r e s h  ammunition, R u s s e l l 's  and T rabue’s B rigades were now 
a t ta c k in g  ag a in . Colonel Hare TTa.s badly wounded, and 
Colonel Crocker assumed command of what was l e f t  of the
27
0. R .; X, p a r t  1, 161, 461.
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F i r s t  B rigade. Union c a s u a l t ie s  were heavy, and abou t 5
P. Mo, th e  Union p o s it io n  was abandoned, the  F éd é ra is
f a l l i n g  back se v e ra l hundred yards tow ard th e  Landing to
make an o th e r , and what must of n e c e s s i ty  be, th e  f i n a l  
28
s ta n d .
"Wh l̂e th e  S ou therners pushed G ra n t’s r ig h t  back, 
heavy f ig h t in g  con tinued  a t  th e  H o rn e t’s N est. The big 
C onfederate charges were about over. Most of th e  Confed­
e r a te  commanders on th a t  poar of th e  f i e l d  r e a l iz e d  th a t  
uncoord ina ted  in fa n try  a t ta c k s  would a v a i l  but l i t t l e  
a g a in s t  th e  s tr e n g th  and d e te rm in a tio n  of P r e n t i s s ’ and 
W allace’s D iv is io n s .
U n fo rtu n a te ly  G eneral P atton  A nderson’s Brigade was 
;.jw swinging over from th e  l e f t  to  h e lp  in  th e  a s s a u l t  on 
W allace’s p o s i t io n .  Lacking th e  ex ac t knowledge of th e  
s tr e n g th  of th e  Second D iv is io n , Anderson decided to  a t ta c k  
a c ro s s  th e  Duncan F ie ld . While moving in to  p o s i t io n  to  
charge W allace, Anderson met Colonel M arshal Smith of th e  
C rescen t Regiment. S eparated  from h is  own b rig ad e . Smith 
suggested  th a t  th e  two commanders should l in k  up, and 
Anderson q u ick ly  ag reed . Sm ith’s men formed up in  l i n e  on
th e  l e f t  and A nderson’s on th e  r i g h t .  Under heavy Union
29
f i r e ,  th e  Rebels moved fo rw ard . The brush and fo l ia g e  in
■2B-------------
Ib id . . 615, 616, 417, 118, 119, 124.
29
Ib id . . 498.
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f ro n t  of W allace 's  p o s it io n  was so heavy th a t  i t  was very  
d i f f i c u l t  to  see any th in g , and some of the  bushes and g ra ss  
were on f i r e ,  adding more smoke to  hover over th e  Union 
p o s i t io n . Many of A nderson 's men drove ahead b l in d ly , un­
ab le  to  even see th e  enemy, grim ly  fo rc e d  to  hold  t h e i r  
f i r e  u n t i l  they  could see something to  shoo t. One e n l is te d  
man of th e  Tw entieth  L ouisiana caught h is  r i f l e  on some 
bushes, and th e  weapon a c c id e n tly  went o f f .  In an in s ta n t  
th e  F ed era l l in e  e ru p ted  in  a trem endous b la s t  of musket 
and c a n is te r  s lu g s . Blinded by th e  smoke and f o l ia g e ,  
and confused by th e  shower of b a l l s ,  th e  S outherners 
f a l t e r e d .  Colonel E eichard  of th e  Tw entieth  L ouisiana 
suddenly s lip p ed  o ff  h is  h o rse . He was im m ediately asked 
by one of h is  o f f ic e r s ,  "Are you wounded?" The husky
form er P ru ss ian  o f f ic e r  r e p l ie d  th a t  i t  was only h is  horse 
30
th a t  was h i t .
H arrassed badly by W allace 's  heavy f i r e ,  Anderson 
withdrew  h is  u n i t ,  th e  Tw entieth L ou isiana  ta k in g  cover 
on th e  sa fe  s id e  of a l i t t l e  r i s e  in  th e  ground, where 
th ey  found a l i t t l e  p ro te c tio n  from th e  F ed era l g u n f ire . 
Anderson detached an a id e  to  ask  G eneral Ruggles f o r  
some a r t i l l e r y  su p p o rt, and th en  he rode up and down th e  
edge of Duncan F ie ld  t ry in g  to  lo c a te  a  weak p d in t in
30
C harles DePetz to  w ife , A p ril 15, 1862, C lark , 
"The Hew O rleans German Colony in  th e  C iv il  W ar,"1003, 
1004.
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31
W allace 's  p o s i t io n . The O rescent Regiment d id  somewhat 
b e t t e r ,  a t ta c k in g  and d r iv in g  back on th e  main body of
32
W allace s men posted  in  th e  Duncan F ie ld  a s  sh a rp sh o o te rs .
L ieu ten an t P h il Bond’s s e c tio n  of Ketchum's B a tte ry  
had become se p a ra te d  from th e  regim ent sometime e a r l i e r .  
Unable to  fo llo w  th e  f l e e t e r  in fa n try  a c ro s s  th e  rugged 
t e r r a i n ,  Bond t r i e d  to  s t i c k  to  s o l id ,  open, l e v e l ,  ground. 
U n fo rtu n a te ly  he was g iven  some wrong d i r e c t io n s ,  and h is  
s e c tio n , cannon, ca isso n s  and a l l ,  wound up en tan g led  in  a 
boggy th ic k e t .  I t  was n e a r ly  h a l f  an hour befo re  th e  
Alabamans dug and cu t t h e i r  way o u t, and Smith and th e  o th e r 
men were long  gone from s ig h t .  By sheer lu ck , Bond and 
h is  men a r r iv e d  on th e  southw est edge of Duncan F ie ld  ju s t  
a s  th e  C rescen t Regiment was f lu s h in g  W allace 's  sh a rp ­
sh o o te rs .
As th e  Alabamans unlim bered t h e i r  p ie c e s , one of the  
M issouri b a t t e r i e s  opened f i r e  on them. The M issourians 
had th e  renge p e r f e c t ly ,  and th ey  dropped round a f t e r  
round onto Bond's p o s i t io n . No one was k i l l e d  or in ju re d  
by th e  cannon f i r e ,  but th e  exploding s h e l ls  f r ig h te n e d  
th e  h o rse s , and th e  in ex p erien ced  d r iv e r s  were unable to
31
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 498 .
32
I b id . ,  523; P h il Bond to  b ro th e r , A p ril 23, 
1362, T e rry ," R e c o rd  of th e  Alabama S ta te  A r t i l l e r y , "  
316 , 317; R ichardson, "War As I  Saw I t , "  495,496; W. A. 
Howard to  w ife , A p ril 9 , 1862, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , 
S h iloh  N atio n a l M il i ta ry  Park.
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c o n tro l them. One d r iv e r  -was in ju re d  in  t h i s  l i t t l e  panic
before  Bond w ise ly  gave th e  o rder to  move th e  two guns
o ff  th e  road  and behind,some co v er. Once out of th e
enemy’s l in e  of f i r e ,  Bond l e f t  h is  weapons and went to
lo c a te  Smith. B inding th e  C re sc e n t’s commander. Bond was
d ire c te d  to  pu t h is  guns in  p o s i t io n  on th a t  re g im e n t's
33
r ig h t  and bombard th e  Hornet s H est.
While Bond’s two guns peppered W allace 's  p o s it io n , 
Buggies and h is  s t a f f  o f f ic e r s  were moving back and f o r th  
a c ro ss  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  rounding up -Confederate b a t te r ie s  
in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  a m assive barrage  on th e  Union p o s i t io n . 
Bond’s two p ie ce s  were on th e  extreme l e f t  of th e  l in e  of 
guns s e t  up a t  t h i s  tim e . To t h e i r  r i g h t .  Buggies placed 
p a r t  or a l l  of th e  Washington A r t i l l e r y ,  One by one Confed­
e ra te  b a t t e r ie s  showed up on th e  sou thern  sid e  of Duncan 
F ie ld  to  be deployed. S w e tt 's  M is s is s ip p i B a tte ry  was 
ordered by Hardee to  Jo in  th e  Duncan F ie ld  l i n e ,  and th e i r
fo u r  6-pound smoothbores and two 12-pound how itzers  were
34
in  p o s it io n  and pounding P re n t is s  p o s i t io n . i^ r n e 's  
K en tucky-M ississipp i B a tte ry  went in to  p o s i t io n  w ith  i t s
33
P h il Bond to  b ro th e r , A p ril 23, 1862, T erry , 
"Record of th e  Alabama S ta te  A r t i l l e r y , " 316, 317.
34
0̂ . E . , Z, p a r t  1 , 472; C harles S ife tt, "Memoirs, " 
M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N atio n a l M ili ta ry  Park. 
G eneral D aniel Buggies seems to  have ac ted  on h is  own 
i n i t i a t i v e  in  dec id in g  on t h i s  m assive barrage on th e  
Union p o s i t io n .
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f iv e  6-pound smoothbores and two 12-pound h o w itz e rs , and 
R o b e rtso n 's  F lo rid a  B a tte ry  s h if te d  over from pounding 
Hurl but ' 8 men to  h elp  s h e l l  W allace, moving h is  fo u r
35
Napoleons in to  p o s it io n  on th e  edge of Duncan F ield*
F i r s t  L ieu tenan t James T h ra ll  brought up two guns from
H ubbard 's Arkansas B a tte ry  on th e i r  r i g h t ,  and R o b e rts '
A rkansas. T rig g 's  Arkansas and S w e tt 's  M is s is s ip p i
36
B a tte ry  on th e i r  l e f t .  T rigg s B a tte ry  was equipped w ith  
two 6-pound smoothbores and two 12-pound h o w itz e rs .
R o b e rts ' Arkansas had two 6-pound smoothbore guns and two 
bronze 12-pounders. C ap tain  A rthur R utledge brought up 
fo u r  6-pound smoothbores and two 12-pound how itzers to  th e  
new p o s i t io n . C aptain Thomas S ta n fo rd 's  M is s is s ip p i Bat­
te r y  took  up i t s  p o s it io n  w ith  two 12-pound how itzers  and 
one 3 -in ch  r i f l e  and th re e  b ra ss  6-pound sm oothbores.
35
0̂ , R ,, X, p a r t  1 , 472; Frank Peak, "A Southern 
S o ld ie r 's  View of th e  C iv il  War, " 'T f 'a n k  Peak Papers;
8* H. Dent to  w ife, A p ril 9» 1862, S h ilo h -C o rin th  C o llec ­
t io n ;  C harles Swett, "M emoirs," M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , 
S h ilo h  N ational M ilita ry  P ark . Major F. A. Shoup, on 
o rd ers  from General Hardee, massed tw enty guns along th e  
Duncan F ie ld  to  s h e l l  th e  H o rn e t's  N est. P roclaim ing i t  
was h is  id e a , by im p lic a tio n , he in tim a ted  th a t  G eneral 
Ruggles took  c re d it  f o r  h is  id e a . H ardee 's  b a t te r ie s  d id  
tak e  p a r t  in  th is  o p e ra tio n , and Major Shoup probably 
helped  p o s it io n  them n o t r e a l i z in g  th a t  H ard ee 's  o rd ers 
were in  response to  G eneral R uggles' r e q u e s t .  F. A, 
Shoup, "The Art of War in  '6 2 — Shiloh , " 8 ,  9 .
36
0. R.-̂  X, p a r t  1 , 479; Frank Peak, "A Southern 
S o ld ie r 's  View of th e  C iv il  W ar,"Frank Peak Papers; 0. R. 
X, p a r t  1 , 475. “
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C aptain  Smith. î .  Bankhead ' s Tennessee B a tte ry  brought in to
p o s it io n  fo u r 6-pound smoothbores and two 12-pound how- 
57
i t z e r s .
By around 4 P. M., G eneral B uggies ' a r t i l l e r y  l in e  
was in  a c t io n , h e a v ily  pounding W a lla ce 's  and P r e n t i s s ' 
s o ld ie r s .  C onsidering  th e  l i g h t  c a l ib e r  of th e  Southern 
weapons and th e  g e n e ra l q u a li ty  of C iv il  War ammunition, 
e s p e c ia l ly  C onfederate army issu ed  a r t i l l e r y  rounds, i t  i s  
q u es tio n ab le  ju s t  how much damage B uggies ' guns caused , but 
th e  f u s i l la d e  caused some c a s u a l t ie s ,  and i t  could  n o t have
57
Ib id . . 472. In  h is  r e p o r t  G eneral Buggies l i s t e d  
a  C aptain  T rab u e 's  Kentucky B attery  a s  being in  th e  l in e -u p .  
There was no such u n i t  a t  th e  B a ttle  of S h iloh , but i t  i s  
p o ss ib le  th a t  Buggies was r e f e r r in g  to  Cobb's Kentucky 
B a tte ry , of T rab u e 's  B rigade. This u n i t  had tak en  a very  
bad b ea tin g  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  in  th e  day from M cClernand's 
D iv is io n , but i t  i s  p o ss ib le  th a t  some of th e  b a t t e r y 's  guns 
m ight have been ab le  to  have taken  p a r t  in  t h i s  Duncan 
F ie ld  o p e ra tio n . The marker a t  S h ilo h  n a t io n a l  M il i ta ry  
Park s ta te s  th a t  th e re  were s iz ty - tw o  guns under G eneral 
B uggies ' d i r e c t io n  f i r i n g  in to  th e  H o rn e t's  N est. The 
l a t e  Kenneth P. W illiam s accep ted  t h i s  f ig u r e . W illiam s, 
L inco ln  Finds A G eneral, I I I ,  372, 375» T. Harry W illiam s 
m entioned th a t  Buggies c o lle c te d  over s ix ty  p ie ces  of 
a r t i l l e r y . ” W illiam s, P. G, T. B eauregard. 140. See a ls o ,  
E isenschiffll, The S tory  o f"S h ilo h . 38; Howard. I l l u s t r a t e d  
Comprehensive H is to ry  of th e  G reat B a ttle  of S h ilo h . 74.
The commander of th e  Washington A r t i l l e r y ,  W. I rv in g  Hodg­
son, in  h is  r e p o r t  s ta te d  th a t  h is  b a t te ry  served on th e  
l e f t  n ea r Pond s B rigade, but m entioned no th ing  about 
ta k in g  p a r t in  th e  mass bombardment of th e  H o rn e t's  N est.
0. B ., X, p a r t  1 , 54. The Order Book, F i f th  Company, 
Washington A r t i l l e r y ,  confirm ed t h i s ,  a s  does th e  l e t t e r  
o f B ic ^ r d  Pugh to  h is  w ife w r i t te n  ju s t  a f t e r  th e  b a t t l e .  
Order Book, Washington A r t i l l e r y ,  L ou isiana H is to r ic a l  
A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n ; B ichard Pugh to  w ife , A p ril 8,
1862, B ichard Pugh Papers. Two guns were detached to  
h e lp  support C olonel Trabue, and i t  i s  p o ss ib le  they  may 
have ended up w ith  G eneral B uggies' l i n e .  Counting a
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helped  F ed era l m orale . The O onfederate guns were emplaced 
a l i t t l e  le s s  th a n  a  q u a r te r  of a  m ils from th e  Union 
p o s i t io n . This meant th a t  th e  S ou therners were "beyond 
th e  range of a c c u ra te  N orthern r i f l e  f i r e .  But C iv il  War 
r i f l e s  could  k i l l  a t  more th an  a q u a r te r  of a m ile  ran g e , 
even though in a c c u ra te ; so th e  C onfederate cannoneers were 
exposed to  f i r e  n o t only from F ed e ra l cannon, hu t from 
enemy r i f l e s  as w e ll .
S ev era l of th e  Southern b a t t e r i e s  were badly  mangled 
by t h i s  r e tu r n  f i r e .  C aptain  R o b e rtso n 's  F lo r id a  B a tte ry  
took  a p a r t i c u la r ly  heavy pounding. Unlim bering a long  the  
edge of th e  Duncan F ie ld , th e  F lo rid an s  were th e  t a r g e t  of 
F ed era l r if le m e n . Minie b a l ls  s p a tte re d  th e  p o s i t io n ,  
k ick in g  up th e  d i r t  and k i l l i n g  or mangling th e  a r t i l l e r y  
h o rse s . E ith e r  B a tte ry  D or H, F i r s t  M issouri l i g h t  
A r t i l l e r y ,  zeroed in  on R o b e rtso n 's  p o s i t io n , h i t t i n g  i t  
w ith  20-pound P a r ro t t  s h e l l s .  One gunner, s tan d in g  in  
f ro n t  of L ieu ten an t Dent, was to rn  to  p ieces  by a P a r ro t t  
round. More h o rses  were h i t ,  and more gunners. F in a lly  
R obertson, h is  Napoleons unable to  match th e  su p e rio r  
accuracy  of th e  enemy P a r ro t t s ,  ordered  h is  men to  h i tc h  up 
th e  guns and f a l l  back. So many of th e i r  h o rse s  were dead
s e c tio n  of p ieces  from Cobb's B a tte ry  and th e  two p o ss ib le  
ones from Hodgson's B a tte ry , makes a maximum t o t a l  of 
f i f ty - o n e  p ie ce s  in  th e  Duncan F ie ld  p o s it io n , acco rd ing  
to  G eneral R uggles' l i s t i n g  of th e  u n i t s .
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or •wounded by t h i s  tim e th a t  th e  F lo rid a  u n i t  -was only
a b le  to  w ithdraw  two of t h e i r  1200 pound weapons, tempo-
38
r a r i l y  abandoning th e  o th e rs  u n t i l  l a t e r  in  th e  day.
Strong c o n c e n tra tio n s  of C onfederate in f a n try  moved
in  to  support H uggles’ guns, engaging F r e n t i s s ' in f a n try .
S te w a r t’s men_traded r i f l e  f i r e  w ith  th e  F éd éra is  in  th e
H o rn e t’s Nest w hile C aptain  Bankhead’s gunners poured in
6 and 12-pound rounds. Looney's T h ir ty -e ig h th  Tennessee
a ls o  a r r iv e d  a long  th e  Duncan F ie ld , as w e ll as Colonel
P re s to n  Smith and h is  One hundred f i f t y - f o u r t h  Tennessee,
40
which took  up a p o s it io n  to  support S w e tt 's  B a tte ry .
Fragments of o th e r C onfederate u n i ts  and hundreds 
of d iso rg an ized  tro o p s  a ls o  took  up p o s it io n s  to  support 
H uggles. On o rd ers  from th e  M assachusetts-born  C onfederate 
g e n e ra l. C aptain  Samuel L a tta , T h ir te e n th  Tennessee, de­
ployed a fo rc e  of s t r a g g le r s  from v a rio u s  u n i t s  and 
members of h is  own company to  support th e  C onfederate b a t­
t e r i e s .  L a t ta ’s men worked t h e i r  way fo rw ard , under heavy 
r i f l e  f i r e ,  to  tak e  cover behind t r e e s  and fence p o s ts , 
from where they  were ab le  to  sn ipe a t  W allace 's  men. de­
s p i te  th e  presence of Confederate s n ip e rs , th e  Union f i r e  
s lack ed  o ff  l i t t l e ,  i f  any, bu t a t  l e a s t  many of th e
38
S. H. Dent to  w ife , A p ril 9 , 1862, S h ilo h - 
C o rin th  C o lle c tio n .
39
Joseph E. R iley ,"T he M il i ta ry  Serv ice of Joseph
B. R ile y ,"  Joseph B. R iley  P apers.
40
0. R ., Z, 428, 526, 448.
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F éd éra is  d iv e r te d  t h e i r  r i f l e  s ig h ts  from th e  Southern
gunners to  L a t t a 's  men. C ap tain  L a tta  p icked  up a r i f l e
and fough t l ik e  and e n l is te d  man. S tanding  behind a t r e e ,
L a tta  l in e d  up h is  r i f l e  s ig h t  on a f a r  o f f  enemy riflem an
and squeezed th e  t r i g g e r .  The B luecoat dropped to  the
ground and d id  n o t g e t up . To C aptain  L a tta ,  t h i s  was
p a r t i a l  or com plete oayment f o r  wounds su s ta in e d  by him 
41
a t  Belmont.
The e n t i r e  a rea  along  th e  Duncan F ie ld  and on down 
in  f ro n t  of G eneral P r e n t i s s ' D iv is io n  p re se n ted  a w eird 
scene. The a .ir was th ic k  w ith  the  sm ell of blood and 
powder smoke, w hile th e  e n t i r e  a rea  trem bled  w ith  sounds 
of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  Mangled men and an im als added th e i r  
c r ie s  of t e r r o r  and p a in  to  th e  co n fu sio n .
Most of th e  men on both  s id e s  were badly f r ig h te n e d  
by th e  t e r r i b l e  and g h a s tly  sm ells and sounds of th e  d in . 
S t i l l ,  somehow, most of them kep t on f ig h t in g .  One Con­
fe d e ra te  s o ld ie r  in  th e  T w enty-th ird  Tennessee d escrib ed  
i t  as  fo llo w s:
I t  was an aw ful th in g  to  h ea r no in te rm iss io n  
in  f i r i n g  and hear th e  c l a t t e r  of sm all arms and 
th e  w hizing minny b a l l s  and r i f l e  sh o t and the  
sing  o f grape sho t th e  hum of cannon b a l l s  and 
th e  ro a r in g  of th e  bomb s h e l l  and ex p lo s io n  42 
of same seaming to  be a thousand every  m inute.
Samuel L a tta  to  w ife , A p ril 12, 1862, C onfederate 
C o lle c tio n .
42
¥ . A. Howard to  w ife , A p ril 12, 1862, M isce lla ­
neous C o lle c tio n , Shiloh  n a t io n a l  M il i ta ry  Park.
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To P riv a te  W illiam Swan, Third Iowa In fa n try , th e
"whole e a r th  seemed in  a h la z e —th e  sh arp , r in g in g  c rash
of our m usketry— our b a t te r i e s  b e lch ing  f o r th  t h e i r  sho t
and s h e l l ,  and ro a r in g  l ik e  th e  deep toned th u n d e r ."
Cannon sho t to r e  in to  th e  H o rn e t’s î-Iest, r ip p in g  bloody
ho les in  th e  ELue ran k s . Exploding s h e l l s  to re  up the
e a r th , s h a t te r in g  b ig  oak t r e e s  as i f  s tru c k  by l ig h tn in g ,
s p a t te r in g  th e  F ed era l s o ld ie r s  w ith  d i r t  and wood s l i v e r s .
43
S t i l l  th e  determ ined Yanks h e ld  t h e i r  ground. B a tte ry
F, Second I l l i n o i s ,  g a llo p ed  up behind W allace 's  p o s it io n
and q u ick ly  unlim bered i t s  s ix  6-pound guns. The I l l in o ia n
s o ld ie r s  d id  Yeoman's work, but they  were soon s tru c k  by
heavy C onfederate c o u n te r -b a tte ry  f i r e .  The b a t te ry
commander. C aptain  John W, Pow ell, had h is  r ig h t  arm shot 
44
o f f ,  Hothing daunted by th e  lo s s  of h is  lim b, Powell 
l a t e r  served  w ith  Grant a t  V icksburg, and he woimd up a 
m ajor. A fte r  th e  war, the  one-armed e x - s o ld ie r  made the 
f i r s t  t r i p  doim th e  tu rb u la n t  Colorado H iver, a s  w e ll as 
many o th e r ex p lo rin g  e x p e d itio n s . L a te r he a s s i s te d  in  
founding th e  U, 3, Bureau of E thnology, becoming i t s  
d i r e c to r  in  1879» From 1881-1894, he was D ire c to r  of the  
Ü. S. G eographical Survey, Powell d ied  in  1902, a t  th e
43
Throne, ''L e tte rs  from S h iloh , " 244, 245,
44
De Hass, Annals of th e  War. 49,
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age of s l z ty - e lg h t ,  one of A m erica’s most re sp e c te d  and
45
esteemed s c i e n t i s t s  and e x p lo re rs .
D espite a l l  th e  n o ise  and f i r i n g  th e  H o rn e t's  Hest
h e ld . But what about W allace’s and P r e n t i s s ’ f la n k s?
M cClernand's and Sherm an's men were r e t i r i n g  on th e  r ig h t ,
and on th e  l e f t  th in g s  were no b e t te r .  At th e  p r ic e  of
hundreds of c a s u a l t ie s ,  in c lu d in g  General A lb e rt Sidney
Johnston , H urlbut had been d riv en  out of h is  reach  Orchard
p o s it io n . But a f t e r  r e s h u f f l in g  h is  u n i ts  around to
s tre n g th en  h is  l e f t ,  H urlbut e s ta b lis h e d  a new l in e  th a t
cu t a c ro ss  th e  Hamburg-Savannah Road and touched th e  edge
46
of th e  Wicker F ie ld .  Now H u rlb u t 's  own l e f t  :fas s te a d i ly
crum bling. A fte r  a s e r ie s  of determ ined s ta n d s , S tu a r t ’s
B rigade, i t s  ammunition exhausted , broke o ff  i t s  a c tio n  w ith
47
Chalmers Brigade and w ithdrew  toward the  la n d in g .
McArthur’s l i t t l e  command put up a game f ig h t  w ith  Jack so n ’s 
C onfederate Brigade and th e  r ig h t  of Bowen’s B rigade, bub 
i t  too  was fo rced  s te a d i ly  back toward th e  r i v e r .  Some 
F ed era l in fa n try  concealed them selves in  a sm all lo g  b u ild ­
in g , but the  N ineteen th  Alabama charged and f lu sh e d  them
Unsigned sk e tch , "John ¥ . Powell, ’’ M iscellaneous 
C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N atio n al M il i ta ry  Park.
46
0 . E . . Z, p a r t  1 , 204.
47
I b id . . 259; Frank Peak, " A Southern S o ld ie r ’s 
View of th e  C iv il  War," Frank Peak Papers.
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o u t, v h ile  th e  Second Texas and th e  S even teen th  and Eigh­
te e n th  Alabama c le a re d  a l in e  of F ed era l sk irm ish e rs  from 
behind a fe n c e . The Alabama and Texas s o ld ie r s  clammered 
over th e  fe n c e , pausing only to  f i r e  t h e i r  m uskets a t  
M cArthur’s r e t r e a t in g  men. McArthur f in a l l y  managed to  g e t 
h is  b a tte re d  I l l in o ia n s  formed in  a l in e  w ith  H u rlb u t’s 
new p o s i t io n .
At t h i s  p o in t in  th e  b a t t l e ,  McArthur re c e iv e d  some 
much needed re in fo rc em e n ts , th e  F if ty -s e v e n th  I l l i n o i s .
A l i t t l e  a f t e r  4 o ’c lo ck . C olonel S ila s  Baldwin moved up 
th e  F if ty -s e v e n th  to  support McArthur. Except f o r  sup­
p o rtin g  one of W allace’s b a t t e r i e s  f o r  a few m inutes a t  
th e  H ornet’s West, th e  F if ty -s e v e n th  was s t i l l  f r e s h .  
Colonel Baldwin and h is  men were b a re ly  in  p o s i t io n  before 
Jackson’ s sk irm ish e rs  passed over a  h i l l  s e v e ra l hundred 
yards in  f r o n t  of M cArthur’s p o s it io n  and opened f i r e .  
Baldwin’ s r if le m e n  sprayed b u l le t s  a t  th e  C onfedera tes,
f o r c in g  one o f  J a c k s o n ’ s c o lo r  b e a r e r s  t o  ta k e  c o v e r  b eh ind  
48
a  stum p. The S e v e n te e n th ’s c o lo r  b e a r e r  was somewhat
more d e te rm in e d , how ever. As M cA rthu r’s men r i d d l e d  h i s
b an n er w ith  M in ie  b a l l s ,  one o f h i s  com rades c a l l e d  t o  him
t o  lo w e r h i s  b u rd e n . The p lu c k y  c o lo r  b e a r e r  y e l l e d  b ack ,
49
"Never1 I ' l l  d ie  before t h i s  f la g  s h a l l  be lo w ered ."
K irk p a tr ic k  Scrapbook; W illiam Harvey, D iary , 
A p ril 6 , 1862, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N atio n a l 
M il i ta ry  Park.
49
K irk p a tr ic k  Scrapbook.
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At l e a s t  f o r  th e  moment th e  young C onfederate k ep t h is  
banner waving, but M cA rthur's f i r e  was extrem ely  a c c u ra te , 
B aldw in 's sk irm ish e rs  were g ra d u a lly  working t h e i r  way 
toward th e  C onfedera tes, some of them ta k in g  s h e lte d  behind 
a t r e e ,  blown down by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  C olonel IVheeler 
r e c k le s s ly  g a llo p ed  up and down h is  f r o n t ,  encouraging h is  
Alabamans, but a F ed era l marksman sho t h is  h o rse , and th e  
pugnacious l i t t l e  co lo n e l wound up spraw led upon th e  ground.
Ammunition was running  out and some confusion  d ev e l­
oped in  th e  b rig ad e , a lth o u g h  o rd er was q u ick ly  r e s to r e d .  
H u rlb u t 's  p o s i t io n  ra p id ly  d e te r io ra te d *  Chalm ers' "High 
P ressu re"  Brigade was ra p id ly  o u tf lan k in g  M cArthur' s l i t t l e  
fo rc e , whose men were r a p id ly  becoming exhausted . The N inth 
I l l i n o i s  a lone had lo s t  f i f t y - e i g h t  per cen t of i t s  
e f f e c t iv e s  k i l l e d ,  wounded or m iss in g .
H urlbut decided th e  only th in g  to  do was to  r e t r e a t  
to  th e  Landing. He im m ediately is su e d  o rders to  h is  r e g i ­
m ental commanders to  f a l l  back, and w ith in  m inutes most of
50
h is  men were r e t i r i n g  in  com parative ly  good o rd e r .
M cArthur's Brigade a ls o  withdrew  when i t  became ev id en t 
th a t  H urlbut was p u llin g  back.
A s ix ty  y ear old p r iv a te  in  th e  N inth I l l i n o i s  r e ­
fu sed  to  r e t r e a t  when h is  regim ent went to  th e  r e a r .
50
W illiam Harvey, D iary , A p ril 6 , 1862, M isce lla ­
neous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N atio n a l M ilita ry  Park; Reed, 
S h iloh . 18, 19, 50; 0. R ., X,' p a r t  1 , 204, 550.
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In s te a d , he jo in ed  up w ith  an o th e r u n i t  and fough t w ith  i t  
u n t i l  i t  a ls o  w ithdrew ; whereupon he a tta c h e d  h im se lf to  
s t i l l  a th i r d  reg im en t. That n ig h t ,  r e jo in in g  h is  com­
rad es  in  th e  îlin th , th e  e ld e r ly  w a rrio r  d isp lay ed  n o tes
from o f f ic e r s  of th e  u n i t s  to  which he had a tta c h e d  h im se lf ,
51
s ta t in g  th a t  he had honorably  fought w ith  them*
The F if ty - s e v e n th  I l l i n o i s  s t a r t e d  r e t r e a t in g  when
i t  saw th e  u n i t s  on i t s  r i g h t  p u llin g  back, but th e  Third
Iowa, which connected H u rlb u t 's  r ig h t  w ith  P re n t is s ,  e i th e r
f a i l e d  to  g e t th e  r e t r e a t  o rder or was sim ply unable to
execute i t ,  f o r  i t  rem ained n ea r th e  H o rn e t's  H est, s t i l l
52
determ ined ly  f ig h t in g .
G eneral Bragg, s t i l l  n u rs in g  a bad ly  b ru ised  le g ,
rode over h is  s e c tio n  of th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  f r a n t i c a l l y
is s u in g  o rd ers  f o r  a l l  u n i t s  to  advance. Spurred in  p a r t
by B ragg 's ag g re ss iv e n e ss . C onfederate u n i t s  began moving
53
forw ard in to  th e  vacuum c re a te d  by H u r lb u t 's  w ithdraw al.
H ardee 's  tro o p s , p a r t ic u la r ly  B u s s e l l 's  B rigade, 
were a lre a d y  moving in  behind W allace 's  exposed r ig h t  
f la n k , and G eneral Polk was moving in  w ith  th e  C rescent
51
M orrison, H is to ry  of th e  H inth I l l i n o i s . 30-32.
52
William Harvey, D iary , A p ril 6 , 1862, M isc e lla ­
neous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N atio n a l M il i ta ry  Park; 0. R ., X, 
p a r t  1 , 219. ~  ~
53
Grady McWhiney, "Braxton Bragg a t  S h ilo h , " The 
Tennessee H is to r ic a l  Q u arte rly . XXI(March, 1962), 26.
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L o u isian a  Regiment. With H urlbut *s w ithdraw al, th e  Union
54
c e n te r  was l e f t  hanging in  th e  a i r .  G ladden’s and
Chalm ers’ Brigades q u ic k ly  p ressed  in  upon P r e n t i s s ’ now 
55
exposed l e f t .  G eneral P re n tis s  moved p a r t  of h is  d iv i ­
sio n  back a t  r ig h t  an g le s  to  p ro te c t  h im se lf  from th e
C onfederate advance. The Second and S ix th  D iv is io n s were
56
now in  th e  s tran g e  p o s i t io n  of f ig h t in g  back to  back.
An a id e  brought G eneral W allace th e  news th a t  h is
r ig h t  was hanging in  th e  a i r  due to  G eneral M cClernand’s
w ithdraw al, and r e a l i z in g  th a t  w ith in  m inutes h is  d iv is io n
would be surrounded, W allace gave th e  o rd er to  r e t r e a t
57
along th e  P it ts b u rg  Road, With th e  Second and Seventh
Iowa, Colonel T u ttle  and G eneral W allace s ta r t e d  doim th e
road in  th e i r  a ttem p t to  escape.
C onfederate tro o p s  raked th e  r e t r e a t in g  F ed era l
column w ith  heavy m usketry , and n ea r th e  fo rk s  of th e
e a s te rn  C orin th  Road, r id in g  a t  th e  head of h is  tro o p s ,
58
W allace was sho t down. The g e n e ra l 's  b ro th e r - in - la w .
0,  R ., X, p a r t  1 , 417; Theodore M andeville to  
Josephine Rozet, A p ril  9» 1862, Theodore M andeville Papers.
55
Hugh Henrj to  m other, A p ril  10 , 1862, S h ilo h - 
C o rin th  C o lle c tio n ; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 550.
56
Ib id . ,  166.
57
Ib id . , 149; T. Lyle Dickey to  h is  Aunt Ann, Jîay 
19, 1862, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N ational M il­
i t a r y  Park,
58
0, R ,, X, p a r t  1 , 149; John Mahon ( e d ,) ,  "The 
C iv il  War L e tte r s  of Samuel I^Iahon, Seventh Iowa In fa n try , " 
Iowa Jo u rn a l of H is to ry , LI (Ju ly , 1953), 238 .
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Cyrus Dickey, was r id in g  by h is  s ide  when th e  f a t a l  b u l le t
h i t  hoas. Dickey supposed Wallace to  be dead, but wanted
to  save th e  body, and w ith  th e  h elp  of th re e  o r d e r l ie s ,
t r i e d  to  c a rry  th e  g e n e ra l o f f  th e  f i e l d .  The f i r i n g  was
so heavy th a t  th e  o th e r  th re e  men l e t  go and ra n  o f f ,  and
Dickey was r e lu c ta n t ly  fo rced  to  abandon what he supposed
59
to  be th e  g en e ra l s corpse n ea r some ammunition boxes.
T u ttle  and th e  Second and Seventh Iowa continued on
down th e  road , but th e  r e s t  of th e  b rigade was unable to
disengage in  tim e . C onfederate in f a n try  were a lre ad y  in
th e  r e a r  of the  F o u rteen th  Iowa when Shaw gave the o rder
to  f a l l  back. Some of th e  Iowa in fa n try  s tra g g le d  behind
th e  main body, determ ined to  g e t a few more sh o ts  o f f .
Even th e se  d ie -h a rd s  soon r e a l iz e d ,  however, th a t  i t  was
hopeless and f e l l  back, t ry in g  to  ca tch  up w ith  Shaw and 
60
th e  o th e rs . The Iowans found them selves being f i r e d  
in to  from a l l  s id e s , and Shaw q u ick ly  r e a l iz e d  he was 
surrounded, and th a t  f u r th e r  r e s is ta n c e  was f u t i l e .  Order­
ing h is  men to  cease f i r e ,  th e  e x p lo re r - s o ld ie r  p e rso n a lly  
su rrendered  to  Major F. E. V fh itfie ld  of th e  N inth
59
Cyrus Dickey to  John J ,  D ickey, A p ril 10, 1862, 
¥ . H. L, Wallace P apers. The musket b a l l  en te red  above 
and behind th e  g e n e ra l 's  l e f t  e a r , and ta k in g  a s la n tin g  
co u rse , passed up and out h is  l e f t  eye. I b id . ; W allace, 
l i f e  and L e tte rs  of G eneral W. H. L. W allace, I 96 .
60
Thomas, S o ld ie r  l i f e .
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61
M is s is s ip p i, Chalmers B rigade,
The F o u rteen th  Iowa’s s t r a g g le r s  caught up w ith  th e
regim ent a t  t h i s  p o in t. Seeing th e i r  comrades su rre n d e r ,
they  began smashing th e i r  r i f l e s ,  r a th e r  th an  su rren d er
them. A lthough th e  Iowans were now a t  l e a s t  th e o r a t ic a l ly
p r is o n e rs , th e re  was s t i l l  heavy f i r i n g  going on over th e
a re a . P a r t ie s  of Confederate tro o p s , having swarmed over
the H o rn e t's  B est, were s t i l l  shoo ting  a t  anybody w earing a
blue un iform . One of Chalmers' o f f ic e r s  to ld  Shaw and h is
men to  tak e  cover in  th e  army te n ts  s c a t te re d  around the
a re a . Some of the  F éd éra is  decided to  fo llo w  th e  advice
of th e  M iss is s ip p ia n , and they  h id  in  th e  t e n t s ,  where t h e i r
uniform s were concealed .
U n fo rtu n a te ly  s tra y  b u l le ts  continued  rak in g  th e
a re a , dropping M iss iss ip p ia n s  and lowans a l i k e .  One of
Shaw's p r iv a te s  was k i l l e d  by a slu g  th rough  h is  head, and
th en  a M is s is s ip p i c a p ta in  dropped as i f  po le -ax ed , s tru c k
in  the  ch in  by a spen t s lu g . The F i f t y - f i f t h  Tennessee
wandered in to  theT"area about t h i s  tim e, and L ieu ten an t
Colonel Wiley M. Heed assigned  p a r t  of th a t  reg im ent th e
62
ta sk  of h e lp in g  round up th e  badly s c a t te re d  lowans.
From a vantage p o in t in  th e  r e a r .  C aptain  C harles 
S co tt could see the  C onfederates swarming over W allace 's
61
0. H ., X, p a r t  1 , 550.
62
Thomas, S o ld ie r  L ife .
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and î r e n t i s s ’ reg im en ts, and he no ted  th a t  th e  Blue and
63
Gray were badly in te rm in g led . The Tw elfth Iowa r e t r e a te d
along  Shaw’s l e f t ,  but i t  too  f a i l e d  to  g e t beyond G eneral
H u rlb u t’s F i r s t  Brigade camp. The T h ir ty -e ig h th  Tennessee
of Bond’s Brigade charged W allace 's  l in e  as th e  d iv is io n
s ta r te d  to  f a l l  back. Looney’s Tennesseans rounded up
most of th e  reg im en t, w hile a few of th e  men were p icked
up by Chalm ers’ M iss is s ip p ia n s . Some mounted C onfederates
grabbed up th e  T w elfth ’s f la g s ,  and began dragging them
64
th rough  th e  mud. Colonel J .  G. Woods i-zas s t i l l  w ith  th e  
reg im en t, but he >xas so b ad ly ,wounded th a t  as  th e  r e t r e a t  
s t a r t e d ,  he tu rn ed  th e  command over to  h is  s e n io r  company 
commander. C aptain  Samuel B, E dgington. G eneral Polk 
a r r iv e d  in  th e  Third Iowa camp ju s t  as Edgington ordered  
h is  men to  drop t h e i r  weapons, and th e  c a p ta in  su rren d ered  
h is  sword to  th e  "F igh ting  Bishop". Alfrays co u rteo u s . 
G eneral Polk sa lu te d  C aptain Edgington and re tu rn e d  th e  
b lad e , a lth o u g h  th e  c a p ta in  and fu tu re  co lo n e l of th e  
regim ent had th e  sword taken  away from him by h is  guards
C harles S c o tt, "The B a ttle  of S h ilo h ,"  M iscel­
laneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N atio n a l M il ita ry  Park. A 
C onfederate o f f ic e r  confirm ed th a t  some of h is  men k ep t 
on f i r i n g  f o r  a l i t t l e  w hile a f t e r  th e  w hite f la g s  were 
r a is e d .  C aptain  Robert H. Wood to  f a th e r ,  June 1, 1862, 
Robert H. Wood Papers, U n iv e rs ity  of Tennessee L ib ra ry .
64
L uther Jackson. "A P riso n e r  of W ar," The Annals 
of loTO. XIX (Ju ly , 1933), 24; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 154; 
Reed, S h iloh . 49; Thomas, S o ld ie r L ife ; W illiam Harvey, 
D iary , A p ril 6, 1862, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , Shi^.oh 
N atio n a l M ilita ry  Park.
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65
l a t e r ,
A fell- yards to  th e  w est from -where Edgington gave 
up, th e  charg ing  C onfedera tes caught up w ith  8-weeny's 
command. Running fo r  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  a good p a r t  of th e  
F i f ty - e ig h th  I l l i n o i s  managed to  break th rough  th e  South­
e rn e rs  and escaped to  th e  la n d in g , but over th re e  hundred
m en'did  no t make i t ,  and th e se  were c o l le c te d  by Confeder- 
66
a te  in f a n t r y ,  The Seventh I l l i n o i s ,  ho-ifever, s lip p ed
th ro u g h , and escaped w ith  only one or two s t r a g g le r s  l o s t .
R esp ite  a l l  th e  excitem ent and tu rm o il, th e  one-armed
Sweeny, s u f fe r in g  from a n as ty  wound in  h is  rem aining good
l e f t  arm and an o th er in  one f o o t ,  managed to  escape to  the 
67
la n d in g ,
F o rtu n a te ly  a l l  of W allace 's  b a t t e r i e s  p u lle d  out
before th e  c o l la p s e , and th ey  escaped to  th e  lan d in g  a re a .
P r e n t i s s ' D iv is io n  fa re d  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  th an  W a llace 's  in
i t s  a ttem p t to  f a l l  back from th e  H o rn e t's  R e s t. Troops
from W ith e rs ' D iv is io n  were a l l  over th e  r e a r  a re a , w hile
th e  T h ir ty - th i r d  Tennessee charged d i r e c t ly  behind th e
68
r e t r e a t in g  F é d é ra is . P r e n t i s s ' and W ith e rs ' men became
65
Throne, "E rastus S a rp e rs ' H is to ry  of Company 
D, 12 th  lovra In fa n try , 1861-1866, " 181,
66
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 164.
67
Ib id . , 101; Albert D. Richardson, The Secret 
S erv ice . The F ie ld . The Dungeon, and The Escape. (Hart- 
ford: 186577 239.
68
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 533, 550.
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SO thoro iigh ly  mixed up th a t  some of th e  F éd éra is  sim ply
su rre n d e red , w hile o th e rs  found or b la s te d  gaps th rough
th e  badly  s c a t te re d  M iss iss ip p ian s  and Alabamans. The
men of Chalm ers’ M is s is s ip p i Brigade managed to  round up
L ieu ten an t Colonel Isaac  V. B ra tt and more th a n  a  hundred
members of h is  E ig h teen th  M issouri Regiment, p lu s  some
s tr a g g le r s  from H u rlb u t’s Tw enty-eighth I l l i n o i s ,  who
69
f a i l e d  to  f a l l  back w ith  t h e i r  d iv is io n .
The E igh th  Iowa met an even more s t r in g e n t  f a t e .
A few of th e  men managed to  s l i p  th rough  to  th e  Landing,
but th e  wounded Colonel Geddes and 335 of h is  men were cu t
70
o ff and ta k en  p r is o n e rs .  Some of th e  loTzans were r e lu c ­
ta n t  to  q .u it, and th ey  k ep t f i r i n g  a t  anyone w earing th e  
ifTong c o lo r  uniform , even a f t e r  Geddes su rren d ered  and 
w hite f la g s  were up. A C onfederate o f f ic e r  rode over to  
t r y  and s to p  th e  s e n se le s s  k i l l i n g .  He y e lle d  to  th e  
loifans, God! lay  down your arms; you w i l l  a l l  be
k i l l e d . " The F édéra is  sh o t him down. F in a lly  th e  f i r i n g
71
ceased , and th e  l a s t  d ie -h a rd  su rren d ered .
S9
0. S . ,  Z, p a r t  1 , 550, 104.
70
I b id . . 164; McElroy, Undoing P ro cessio n . 25. 
The E ig h th  Iowa -vras p a r t  of Sweeny s B rigade, bu t he 
had o rdered  i t  over to  a s s i s t  G eneral ïk^entiss a  l i t t l e  
b efo re  noon, and the  reg im ent fought in  th e  H ornet’s 
Hest u n t i l  th e  order f o r  th e  w ithdraw al came. 0. R .,
X, p a r t  1 , 165, 166. “
71
Bacon, T h r i l l in g  A dventures. 6; Theodore 
M andeville to  Josephine R ozet, A p ril 9, 1862, Theodore 
I^andeville P apers.
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ïhe S ix t y - f i r s t  I l l i n o i s  go t out befo re  th e  Confed­
e r a te s  were ab le  to  surround i t ,  and i t  l o s t  only a few 
cap tu red  s t r a g g le r s .  But B re n t is s ' o th e r reg im en ts took 
a p r e t ty  bad b ea tin g  in  term s of p r is o n e rs .  The Rebels 
grabbed up some fo u r  hundred members of th e  T w enty-th ird  
M issouri, in c lu d in g  i t s  commanding o f f ic e r ,  l ie u te n a n t  
Colonel Quin Morton. His F i r s t  Brigade so badly  mauled in
th e  e a r ly  m orn ing 's f ig h t ,  l o s t  two hundred or more men
72
cap tu red , and tem p o ra rily  ceased  to  e x i s t  as a u n i t .
And what of th e  S ix th  D iv is io n 's  commander? He
wound up a p r is o n e r . A number of d i f f e r e n t  C onfederate
73
u n i ts  claim ed to  have cap tu red  th e  g e n e ra l. As P re n tis s  
rode around th e  f i e l d  w ith  a w hite f l a g ,  t ry in g  to  p reven t 
any more of h is  men from being sh o t, th e  T h ir ty - th i rd  
Tennessee came up, screaming and y e l l in g  in  trium ph a t  th e  
s ig h t of hundreds of Union s o ld ie r s  stand ing  or walking 
around, t h e i r  hands in  the  a i r .  S t i l l  d e f ia n t ,  Pf*entiss 
re in e d  in  h is  h o rse , r a is e d  h im se lf  in  h is  s t i r r u p s ,  and 
s a id , "Y ell, boys, you have a r i g h t  to  shout f o r  you have
72
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 104, 105.
73
B rivate  Theodore M andeville , C rescent Regiment, 
sa id  h is  regim ent cap tu red  P re n t is s .  He sa id  Colonel 
Smith p e rso n a lly  rece iv ed  P re n t i s s ' sword. Theodore 
I^andeville to  Josephine Rozet, A p ril 9 , 1362, Theodore 
jylandeville P apers. This was confirm ed by an o th er C res­
cen t e n l is te d  man, Yves leM onier, " S h ilo h ," L ou isiana 
H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n . Another account 
sa id  PTentiss su rre n d er to  th e  N ineteen th  Tennessee. 
Worsham, The Old N ineteen th  Tennessee Regiment. £ . S. A ., 
41 . ■”
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cap tu red  th e  b ra v e s t brigade Id iv is lo rJ  in  the  U. S.
74 ^  ^
Army."
To many C onfederates th e  b a t t l e  was over, and they  
began d r i f t in g  to  th e  r e a r  to  f in d  something to  e a t  or 
d r in k . Most of th e  C onfederate o f f ic e r s  q u ick ly  t r i e d  to  
reo rg an iz e  t h e i r  men and pursue th e  f le e in g  F é d é ra is . 
M inutes of f ig h t in g  fo llow ed as th e  S ou therners haphazard­
ly  fanned out a f t e r  r e t r e a t in g  Union s o ld ie r s .  One Rebel 
gun crew managed to  g e t ahead of T u t t l e 's  men. Some 
hundreds of yard s from th e  Landing, t h i s  C onfederate u n i t  
dashed th rough  th e  ran k s of th e  ra p id ly  moving F é d é ra is .
In  th e  excitem ent no one n o tic e d  th a t  t h e i r  uniform s were 
th e  wrong c o lo r . Unlim bering t h e i r  p ie c e s , th e  Rebels 
poured round a f t e r  round in to  th e  Second Iowa, speeding i t
74
Jackson, "A P riso n e r of W ar,” 24; Joseph E.
R ile y , "The M il i ta ry  Service of Joseph E. R i le y ,"
Joseph E. R iley  P apers. A s l i g h t ly  d i f f e r e n t  v e rs io n  by 
a member of th e  C onfederate Regiment sa id  P re n tis s  tu rn ed  
about to  th e  scream ing C onfedera tes, and sa id  d i r e c t ly  
to  th e  commanding o f f ic e r ,  "Let them ch eer, l e t  them 
c h e e r , fo r  th ey  have, th i s  day, cap tu red  th e  f i n e s t  
Brigade in  th e  U nit ïd S ta te s  Army." Yves L eM o n ier,"S h ilo h ," 
L ou isiana  H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n . L a te r on, by 
im p lic a tio n . G rant censored P re n tis s  f o r  n o t r e t r e a t in g  
in  tim e . G rant, Memoirs. 177. G ra n t 's  adm irer and b i ­
ographer, Adam Badeau , went f u r th e r  and accused P re n tis s  
of poor g e n e ra lsh ip . Bade au, ^ l i l i ta ry  H isto ry  of U lysses 
G ran t. 83 . These c r i t ic is m s  tak e  l i t t l e  account of th e  
problem of execu ting  a w ithdraw al in  th e  face  of an 
enemy no t only in  your f r o n t ,  but behind you as w e ll .
There may have been persona l pique between Grant and 
P re n t is s ,  f o r  in  September of th e  p rev ious y e a r , th e  two 
men were engaged in  a s l ig h t  co n tro v e rsy  over th e  q u es tio n  
of ran k . P re n tis s  l o s t  th e  argum ent, and he l e f t  C airo ,
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75
on i t s  way toward th e  la n d in g .
With th e  Peach Q rchard-H ornet’s West p o s i t io n  a t  
l a s t  overwhelmed, i t  seemed a s  though Beauregard was about 
to  ach ieve th e  d e c is iv e  v ic to ry ,  which so many s o ld ie r s  
had d ied  f o r  s in ce  e a r ly  m orning. J u s t  one more push 
would be n ecessa ry  to  sweep on and overwhelm th e  l a s t  r e ­
m aining F ed era l r e s is ta n c e  a t  th e  lan d in g  and com plete the  
a n n ih i la t io n  of G eneral G ran t’s army.
I l l i n o i s ,  and went to  S t. lo u is .  P re n tis s  rem arked to  a 
war co rresp o n d en t. "Yes, I  have l e f t .  ._X w i l l  n o t servo 
under a drunkard . R ichardson, P erso n al H isto ry  of 
U lysses 3 . G ran t. 184. P re n tis s  was soon assig n ed  to  
an o th e r command, but th e  r e la t io n s h ip  probably rem ained 
s t r a in e d .
75
B e ll, Tramps and Triumphs. 17, 18.
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CHAPTER X III 
LAST STAHL
Luring th e  long day Union a r t i l l e r y  helped  de lay  or 
s to p  a l to g e th e r  a t ta c k  a f t e r  a t ta c k  by th e  C onfederate 
fo rc e s .  A fte r  tw elve hours of alm ost c o n s ta n t f ig h t in g ,  
th e  F ed era l guns were p r iv ile g e d  to  re p e a t t h e i r  r o le ,  
t h i s  tim e a t  th e  la n d in g , t h e i r  f i n a l  stand  of th e  day.
The man who had charge of th e  o rg an iz a tio n  of t h i s  f i n a l  
stand  was Colonel Joseph Lana W ebster.
A g rad u ate  of Lartm outh College and a  c i v i l  eng ineer 
by p ro fe ss io n , Webster e n te re d  th e  U. S. army as an 
o f f ic e r  in  th e  to p o g rap h ic a l en g in eers  in  I 838 . Serving 
in  th e  Mexican War, Webster re s ig n e d  from th e  army in  1854, 
w ith  th e  ran k  of c a p ta in . When th e  C iv il  War broke ou t,he  
r e e n l i s te d  in  th e  army, ev e n tu a lly  a c q u ir in g  th e  d u tie s  
i f  n o t th e  commensurate ran k  of c h ie f  of s t a f f  to  General 
U. S. G rant. On February 1, 1862, he was appo in ted  
co lo n e l of th e  F i r s t  I l l i n o i s  L ight A r t i l l e r y ,  but con­
tin u e d  a c tin g  as c h ie f  of s t a f f .
Sometime l a t e  in  th e  a fte rn o o n  th a t  Sunday, Grant 
d ire c te d  Webster to  h e lp  form t h i s  new d efen siv e  p o s it io n , 
and he s e t  t o  work b u ild in g  a  l in e  of lo g  and d i r t  b r e a s t ­
works in  a se m ic irc le  around and ac ro ss  th e  C orin th  Road, 
some two hundred yo ids out from th e  boat la n d in g . Using 
s t r a g g le r s  and a s so rte d  noncombatant personnel th a t  he
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had rounded up, Webster soon prepared  a f a i r l y  form idable 
defensive  p o s it io n .
ü ex t came th e  guns. Swedish-born C aptain  Axel 
S ilfv e r s p a r re  commanded a b a t te ry  c o n s is t in g  of men, fo u r 
20-pound P a r ro t t s ,  and alm ost no th ing  e l s e .  M ustered in to  
se rv ic e  in  Chicago on February 20, and a r r iv in g  a t  S h iloh  
only th e  day b e fo re , S i l f v e r s p a r r e 's  u n i t .  B a tte ry  H, F i r s t  
I l l i n o i s  L igh t A r t i l l e r y ,  lacked  h o rse s , h a rn e ss , and most 
of th e  o th e r one thousand and one item s an a r t i l l e r y  u n i t  
needs in  b a t t l e .  Nothing daunted by t h e i r  sh o rtag es , 
Webster soon had th e  I l l in o i a n s  manhandling t h e i r  ponder­
ous iro n  tu b es  over behind th e  b reas tw o rk s. There they  
were, w ith  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y ,  po in ted  in  th e  approxim ate 
d i r e c t io n  from which a O onfederate advance m ight come.
I f  a t  l a s t  th e  guns were in  p o s i t io n ,  th e  men were 
s t i l l  t o t a l l y  u n tra in e d , b u t under W eb ste r 's  su p e rv is io n . 
B a tte ry  H began p ra c t ic in g  w ith  i t s  tu b e s . U nlike a 
normal f i r i n g  ran g e , however, th e  b a t te ry  d id  n o t open 
f i r e  a t  a  d i s t a n t  a r t i f i c i a l  t a r g e t ,  bu t in s te a d , began 
dropping rounds in  th e  g e n e ra l d i r e c t io n  of th e  C onfederate 
army.
B a tte red  and to rn  by th e  b a t t l e 's  fu ry . F edera l 
f i e l d  b a t t e r i e s  began f a l l i n g  back to  th e  Landing to  r e s t ,  
reg roup , and lo c a te  f r e s h  ammunition. Probably some 
b a t te r ie s  sim ply had t h e i r  f i l l  of f ig h t in g .  Whatever th e  
rea so n , Webster (juickly to o k  over t a c t i c a l  command and
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1
ordered  them to  a s s i s t  in  h o ld in g  th e  landing*
The F i r s t  M innesota a r r iv e d  w ith  i t s  fo u r  rem aining
guns a f t e r  escap ing  from th e  H orne t’s Hest befo re  th e
su rre n d e r , and i t  was im m ediately  p laced  in  p o s i t io n ,  as
was B a tte ry  E, Second I l l i n o i s  l i g h t  A r t i l l e r y ,  a long
w ith  C aptain  S to n e’s B a tte ry  K, F i r s t  M issouri L ig h t 
2
A r t i l l e r y .  M ajor John Cavender, W allace’s c h ie f  of
a r t i l l e r y ,  added th e  s ix  20-pound P a r ro t t s  of B a t te r ie s
H and 1 , F i r s t  M issouri l i g h t  A r t i l l e r y ,  to  W ebster’s
3
r a p id ly  growing command. More cannon were added to  the  
l i n e ,  and th e n  C ap tain  Edward Bouton’s B a tte ry  a r r iv e d  to  
an e n th u s ia s t ic  g re e t in g , th e  r e p o r t  having c i r c u la te d  a t  
th e  lan d in g  t h a t  th e  b a t te r y  had been c a p tu red . A c tu a lly
1
" E d i to r i a l , " Jo u rn a l of th e  I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  
S o c ie ty . IZ ( J u ly ,  191#), 221, 222; Annals o f  th e  War. #70: 
W illa rd  Webb ( e d . ) .  C ru c ia l Moments o f th e  C iv il  War. (Hew 
York: c .  I 961 ) , 59; Bouton, S vèû ts o f th e  c i v i l  War. 27,
28 ; 0 . g , .  I I I ,  24 . S i l f v e r s p a r re  was a  form er l ie u te n a n t  
in  th e  Swedish Army. A rriv in g  in  America in  I 86I ,  he 
b r i e f ly  served  w ith  Fremont in  M issouri befo re  o rg an iz in g  
h is  b a t te r y .  More th a n  h a l f  o f h is  p erso n n e l were Swedish 
Am ericans. An unpopular o f f i c e r ,  due to  s t r i c t  d is c ip l in a r y  
p r a c t ic e s ,  S i l fv e r s p a r re  re s ig n e d  a few months a f t e r  th e  
b a t t le *  Nels Hokanson, Swedish Imm igrants in  L in c o ln ’s 
Time. Second e d i t io n ,  (Hew York: 1942), 72 ,*T l3 , 114; E lla  
lo n n . F o re ig n e rs  in  th e  Union Army and Havy. (Baton Rouge: 
c .  1951) , 135, 1 3 ^  2B5 . " "
2
Edwin H annaford. The S to ry  of A Regiment: A H isto ry  
of th e  Camnaigns and A sso c ia tio n s  in  the* F ie ld , of th e  
S ix th  Regiment Ohio V o lun teer In fa n try . (C in c in n a ti:  I 868) , 
257; Heed, S h ilo h . 59; 0 . R ., z ,  p a r t  1 , 337.
3
I b i d . , 204.
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th e  I l l in o ia n s  had been badly  sho t up by a C onfederate
b a t te ry  on th e  o th e r s id e  of D i l l  Creek, but w ith  th e  help
of some Ohio in f a n tr y ,  a l l  th e  guns were saved and dragged
back to  th e  Landing, where th e y  were qu ick ly  p laced  in  th e  
4
l i n e .
"While W ebster p o s itio n e d  th e  incoming guns. F edera l
in fa n try  u n i ts  began tru d g in g  w e a rily  in , and W ebster
coopera ted  w ith  t h e i r  commanding o f f ic e r s  in  deploying
them along th e  Landing f r o n t .  The S ix th  Iowa, now commanded
by C aptain  M. W. Walden, a r r iv e d  a f t e r  a f r a n t i c  w ithdraw al
from M cClernand's l a s t  l i n e ,  and W ebster a rranged  fo r  the
reg im ent to  move in  as support f o r  th e  b ig  guns. Mounted
on h is  ho rse  in  f ro n t  of th e  lowans, W ebster add ressed  th e
s o ld ie r s  say in g , " I  pledge you my men a t  th e  guns w i l l  do
t h e i r  du ty , and i f  th e  Rebels come on, I  want you to  meet
5
them w ith  th e  co ld  s t e e l , "
G eneral G rant ra n  ac ro ss  Major Belknap, who was 
r a l ly in g  p a r t  of th e  F if te e n th  lovra, and th e  g e n e ra l asked 
him h is  name and u n i t .  The m ajor r e p l ie d ,  and G rant 
prom ptly asked him,"Any r e l a t i o n  of Colonel Belknap of th e  
Old Army?" The young m ajor answ ered, "He was my f a th e r ! "
4
Bouton, Events of th e  C iv il  War. 23, 24, Accounts 
v a ry  as  to  ju s t  how many guns Webster p o s itio n e d  along th e  
b lu f f .  G rant m erely sa id  tw enty or more. G ran t, Memoirs. 
179. One of G eneral G ran t’s e a r l i e s t  and most a b le  b i ­
ographers sa id  th e re  were " s ix ty  f ie ld - p ie c e s  and s ieg e  
guns " a t  th e  p o s i t io n , R ichardson, Persona.! H isto ry  of 
U lysses S. G ran t. 244, 247. See, B isenschim l, The S tory  
of S h ilo h . 4 1 . P riv a te  Cyrus Boyd, who was an eye w itn e ss .
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Holding M s hand o u t, G rant s a id , "I knew your f a th e r  w e ll ,
6
and was w ith  him in  Mexico. "
Sherm an's, Mo d e m a n d 's  and H u rlb u t 's  commands a l l  
g ra d u a lly  s tra g g le d  to  th e  Landing, adding t h e i r  r if le m e n  
and cannon to  th e  fo rc e  a lre a d y  th e re , hu t some u n i ts  were 
slow in  f a l l i n g  hack, l ie u te n a n t  C uthhert l a i n g ’s Second 
l i g h t  M ichigan B a tte ry  paused in  a rav in e  to  tra d e  sh o ts  
w ith  C aptain  M elancton Sm ith’s M iss is s ip p i B a tte ry . The 
d e lay  proved f a t a l .  P r e n t i s s ' f irren d er had f re e d  th e  
F i r s t  M is s is s ip p i Cavalry to  move fo rw ard . I t s  commander. 
C olonel L indsay , was d ire c te d  to  tak e  charge of a l l  c a v a lry  
on th a t  s id e  of th e  f i e l d  and sweep to  th e  r i v e r ,  l i e u te n ­
a n t C olonel John M ille r  assumed command of th e  reg im en t, 
and th e y  g a llo p ed  forw ard ahout a q u a r te r  of a m ile , y e l l ­
ing l i k e  mad men. Then l a i n g 's  B a tte ry  was observed about 
th re e  hundred yards ahead, in  th e  a c t  of lim bering  up.
The M iss iss ip p ian s  charged w ild ly  forw ard tow ards the  guns, 
and th e  F é d é ra is , r e a l iz in g  escape was im p o ssib le , decided 
to  t r y  and f ig h t  i t  o u t. Unlimbering t h e i r  p ie c e s .
sa id  th e re  were about "40 p ie c e s " . Throne, Cyrus Boyd 
D iary . 34. The la r g e s t  e s tim a te  of th e  number of guns 
was one hundred guns. Conger, The Rise of U. S. G rant, 
258. Colonel Thomas Jordan , C onfederate army, be lieved  
th e re  were a t  l e a s t  f i f t y  guns in  th e  F ed era l p o s i t io n . 
Jo rdan , "The Campaign and B a ttle  of S h ilo h ,"  395.
5
Hyers, Iowa in  War Times. 139.
6
Belknap, 15 th  Regiment Iowa. 190.
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th e  Yanks f r a n t i c a l l y  t r i e d  to  swing t h e i r  weapons around 
to  bear on th e  charging enemy. Before a s in g le  cannon 
could be loaded , aimed and f i r e d ,  th e  M iss iss ip p ian s  
reached  th e  b a t te ry ,  r id in g  down th e  h ap le ss  gunners. Re­
s is ta n c e  was h o p e less , and th e  P ed era ls  q u ic k ly  r a is e d  
t h e i r  hands, f i f t y - s i z  gunners su rre n d e rin g , along w ith  
th e  f iv e  cannon, ( la in g  was on an o th er p a r t  of th e  b a t t l e ­
f i e l d  reco v e rin g  h is  s ix th  gun, which was damaged e a r l i e r  
in  th e  d a y .) The p r iso n e rs  and guns were q u ic k ly  ordered
to  th e  r e a r ,  and th e  M iss iss ip p ia n s  con tinued  th e i r
7
advance toward th e  Tennessee R iv er.
O ther C onfederate ca v a lry  u n i ts  a ls o  t r i e d  to  
h a rra s s  th e  r e t r e a t in g  Union army. On th e  o th e r  s id e  of 
th e  f i e l d ,  n o t f a r  from Jo n es ' F ie ld , C onfederate Colonel 
John Hunt Morgan attem pted  to  b rin g  h is  u n i t  in to  a c tio n  
w ith  M cGlernand's r e a r  most r e t r e a t in g  u n i t s .  A fte r  
observing th e  re p u lse  of Pond 's B rigade, Morgan, a c tin g  
under o rders  from Hardee to  advance, fo llow ed  McClernand’s 
tro o p s  when th ey  began to  w ithdraw  toward th e  Landing, 
^ r r n e 's  B a tte ry  appeared and began un lim bering  to  s h e l l  
M cGlernand's men a ls o .  B luecoated rif lem e n  suddenly 
a tta c k e d  out of a clump of woods. Morgan im m ediately gave 
th e  command to  charge, and th e  Kentuckians fo llow ed  th e  
F éd éra is  in to  th e  th ic k  fo l ia g e ,  lo s in g  a l l  t r a c e  of
7
E. B. Winston, St ory of Pont o to c .(Pont o t oc : 1931)» 
233: Beupree, "The lozubee Squadron of th e  F i r s t  M is s is s ip p i 
C av a lry ,"  33, 34; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 460, 461, 246.
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form ation, in  th e  p ro cess . M organ's men suddenly found them*
se lv e s  on th e  re c e iv in g  end of a heavy f i r e  from a stro n g
fo rc e  of M cGlernand's in f a n tr y .  Men and ho rses  went do-wn,
but th e  ICentuchians d id  no t f a l t e r .  I t  was an awkward,
clumsy, stum bling a f f a i r ,  w ith  some of M organ's men try in g
v a in ly  to  hack and s la s h  a t  th e  Union in fa n try  in  th e
underbrush . Some of th e  K entuckians put t h e i r  t r u s t  in
t h e i r  shotguns and p i s t o l s ,  and were ab le  to  k i l l  or wound
tw elve or f i f t e e n  of th e  enemy^ W ithin moments th e  a c tio n
a b ru p tly  ended, and th e  B luecoats continued  r e t r e a t in g
toward th e  Landing. The b r ie f  f ig h t  co s t Morgan th e  l iv e s
of L ieu ten an t James West and P r iv a te s  Samuel Buckner and
8
James G h ise lin , and se v e ra l wounded.
C onfederate in fa n try  commanders were a ls o  t r y in g  to  
organize some k ind  of p u rs u it  of th e  r e t r e a t in g  F é d é ra is , 
bu t i t  was no easy m a tte r . Yîhen P re n tis s  and th e  o th e r 
U n io n is ts  who had escaped from th e  H ornet’s Nest were 
cap tu red , many of th e  C onfederate in fa n try  assumed th e  
b a t t l e  was over, and c a su a lly  l e f t  t h e i r  u n i t s  to  f in d
9
something to  e a t  and d rin k , or hunt f o r  wounded buddies, 
D espite  th e  lo s s  of th e se  a d d i t io n a l  d e fe c to rs , C onfederate 
o f f ic e r s  soon managed to  round up a t  l e a s t  p a r t  of t h e i r  
commands and s ta r te d  o ff  f o r  th e  Landing. There t-̂ as s t i l l
8
Duke, Morgan’s C avalry . 148-15C; H olland, Morgan 
and His R a id e rs . 92.
9
K irk p a tr ick  Scrapbook.
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alm ost continuous f i r i n g  from s c a t te r e d  p o in ts  ac ro ss  th e  
f i e l d  as th e  somewhat awkwardly advancing S outherners 
c o l l id e d  w ith  p a r t ie s  of Union s t r a g g le r s .
Chalm ers’ and Ja ck so n 's  B rigades of W ith ers’ D iv i­
s io n , which were probably  th e  f i r s t  two in fa n try  u n i ts  to  
undertake th e  l a s t  advance, were p a r t i c u la r ly  tro u b led  by 
F ed era l s t r a g g le r s .  Some of th e  Second Texas came upon a 
squad of Union in fa n try ,  c o n s is tin g  of about a dozen men, 
le d  by a s e rg e a n t. One of th e  group waved a w hite p iece  of 
c lo th  from a musket rammer, and th e  Texans n a tu r a l ly  assumed 
th e  Yanks were an i s o la te d  p a r ty  who wanted to  g ive up.
The N ortherners  ifalked tow ard th e  C onfedera tes u n t i l  
w ith in  about f i f t y  f e e t ,  when th e  se rg e an t suddenly y e lle d  
in  a  s in g le  b re a th , "E a lt-- re a d y --a im —f i r e  I " The Yankee 
v o lle y  k i l l e d  two Texans and wounded se v e ra l more, and th e  
plucky F é d é ra is , t h e i r  guns empty, a ttem p ted  to  r e t r e a t  to
s a fe ty .  Angered by what th ey  co n s id ered  N orthern t r e a c h -
10
e ry , th e  C onfederates wiped out th e  e n t i r e  squad.
A l i t t l e  f u r th e r  on tow ard th e  r i v e r ,  th e  Texans' 
commanding o f f ic e r ,  Colonel John Moore, cap tu red  a s o l i t a r y  
s o ld ie r .  S evera l hundred yards from th e  r i v e r  th e  r e g i ­
ment came upon an is o la te d  log cab in , which th e  Rebels 
im m ediately proceeded to  deploy around f o r  a  qu ick  se a rch . 
The p reca u tio n  was n o t n ec essa ry , f o r  from th e  door of th e
10
Houston, "Shiloh Shadows," 331.
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cab in  a lone Union defender walked o u t, M s bayoneted r i f l e
high, in  th e  a i r .  M oore's men q.uickly disarm ed th e  I r i s h
Yankee, and jo k in g ly  asked him what he was doing. The
disarm ed f e d e ra l  r e p l ie d  c a su a lly , " And su re , I  w anter
s u r r in d e r  m e se lf ,"  The fe llo w  was q^uickly a b lig e d , and he
11
was se n t to  th e  r e a r  w ith  th e  o th e r p r is o n e rs .
As th e  t a i l  end of th e  f o r t i e t h  I l l i n o i s  headed f o r  
th e  new p o s it io n  near th e  Landing, an o f f ic e r ,  L ieu tenan t 
John McLean, had a fo o t sho t o f f .  f iv e  members of the  
regim ent dropped behind to  h e lp  th e  h ap le ss  o f f ic e r .
P riv a te  John Hunt took  th e  r i f l e s  of th e  o th e r fo u r men, 
w hile th ey  p icked up th e  c r ip p le d  McLean. Confederate 
sk irm ish ers  moved in  on th e  l i t t l e  p a r ty , and one South­
e rn e r  sho t McLean's own musket out of h is  hands, ru in in g
i t ,  but th e  l i t t l e  group f i n a l l y  managed to  make i t  to  th e
12
Landing and a t  l e a s t  tem porary san c tu a ry .
S kirm ishers from th e  f i f t e e n t h  M is s is s ip p i, of 
S ta tham 's B rigade, a ls o  ra n  in to  a hot f ig h t  w ith  r e t r e a t ­
ing f é d é r a is .  Company E deployed behind a corn  c r ib  w hile 
N orthern r if le m e n  deployed along th e  rim  of a rav in e  and 
peppered them w ith  s lu g s . P riv a te  Dick Wood to o k  cover 
behind a la rg e  fe d e ra l  army m edical c h e s t, f i l l e d  w ith
11
John C. Moore, "Shiloh Issu es A gain ,"  C onfederate 
V eteran . X (Ju ly , 1902), 317.
12
John Hunt, "Reminiscences of Dr. John B. Hunt, " 
M iscellaneous C o llec tio n , S h iloh  N ational M ili ta ry  Park.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
424
and lin e d  on th e  to p  w ith  ja r s  and b o t t l e s .  Union r if lem e n
sniped a t  Wood, t h e i r  heavy s in g s  r ip p in g  in to  th e  c h e s t,
sending wooden s p l in te r s  and b i t s  of g la s s  and m edicine
f ly in g  in  a l l  d i r e c t io n s .  Wood was cu t in  th e  neck by a
fragm ent, and he f in a l l y  took  th e  b u tt  of h is  E n fie ld  and
smashed th e  rem aining ja r s  and b o t t le s  from o ff th e  to n  in
13
order to  g e t a l i t t l e  r e l i e f .  With th e  barrage of f l y ­
ing m is s ile s  now reduced to  m erely some F ederal s lu g s .
Wood q.uiokly resumed h is  le s s  p e rso n a l f ig h t  w ith  th e  
d is ta n t  Union r if le m e n , who were soon d riv en  back.
But a d is tu rb in g  new elem ent was ra p id ly  being added 
to  th e  f ig h t .  Heavy s h e l l s ,  much la rg e r  th an  any th ing  the  
C onfederates iiad encountered b e fo re , were beginning to  
explode among and around th e  advancing S o u th ern ers . These 
s h e l ls  were coming from an im portan t new en try  in  th e  b a t t l e ,  
th e  United S ta te s  navy gunboats le z in g to n  and T y le r .
% en th e  b a t t l e  began th a t  Sunday morning, th e  
T y le r, commanded by L ieu ten an t W illiam Gwin, and th e  Lexing­
to n . commanded by L ieu ten an t James ¥ . S h irk , were id ly  
steam ing by on th e  Tennessee R iver, n o t perform ing any 
p a r t ic u la r  fu n c tio n . A fte r  l i s te n in g  to  th e  sounds of 
b a t t l e  f o r  a good w h ile , Gwin, who was th e  sen io r n av a l 
o f f ic e r  p re se n t, decided  to  move h is  gunboat up above th e  
Landing so as to  be in  a p o s i t io n  to  support the  tro o p s
13
J . B. F o s te r , ‘'M iss iss ip p i H is to r ie s ,"  C onfederate 
V eteran . X (December, 1902), 554.
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should th e y  be d riv en  back to  th e  r i v e r ’s bank.
About 10:15, th e  L exington, which had been a t  
Crump’s Landing when th e  b a t t l e  began, a r r iv e d  to  f in d  out 
what was going on. D eterm ining th a t  a  b a t t l e  was ra g in g . 
S h irk  tu rn ed  th e  L exington around and re tu rn e d  to  Crump’s 
to  support W allace. W ith S h irk  gone, Gwin stood o ff  P i t t s ­
burg Landing, v a in ly  aw a itin g  some o rd ers  from G rant or 
someone in  a u th o r ity  a s  t o  what a c tio n  to  ta k e . O ccasion­
a l ly  C onfederate o v ersh o ts  sp lashed  w ater around th e  l i t t l e  
wooden gunboat, but caused  no damage. F ru s tra te d  by th e  
la c k  of o rd e rs , Gwin f i n a l l y  decided to  ta k e  a c tio n . About 
1 :25 , I*» M., he d isp a tch ed  an o f f ic e r  ashore  to  f in d  some­
one in  a u th o r ity  to  g e t  o rd e rs  from. L ocating  G eneral 
H urlbu t, arrangem ents were qu ick ly  made f o r  th e  gunboat to  
open f i r e  on th e  C onfederate  army.
About 2 :50 , P. M., th e  T yler opened f i r e  w ith  h e r
s ix  8 - in ch  smoothbores and lone 32-pounder, f i r i n g  in  th e
d i r e c t io n  of some C onfederate gun p o s i t io n s .  A fte r  an
hour, Gwin. ordered h is  gunners to  cease f i r e ,  and he moved
h is  sh ip  down o pposite  th e  Landing, sending Gunner Herman
P e te rs  ashore to  "communicate w ith  G eneral Grant f o r
14
f u r th e r  in s t r u c t io n s ."  Grant im m ediately sen t word back 
to  Gwin f o r  him to  use h i s  own judgment. S h irk  a r r iv e d  
w ith  th e  Lexington, and th e  two wooden v e s s e ls  assumed a
14
0. H. ÏÏ., XZII, 763.
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new p o s it io n  about th re e -q u a r te r s  of a m ile above th e  
Landing, s h e l l in g  some C onfederate b a t t e r i e s .  I t  i s  
q u es tio n ab le  ju s t  how e f f e c t iv e  th e  g u n b o a ts ' f i r e  was,
but th e  sounds of th e  b ig  s h e l ls  exploding d id  n o t h e lp
15
C onfederate m orale .
B ragg 's o rd e rs  were to  pursue th e  B edera ls to  th e
Tennessee R iver, bu t Chalmers, Jackson and th e  o th e r
C onfederate le a d e rs  were encountering  in c reased  d i f f i c u l t i e s
16
in  execu ting  t h i s  o rd e r . Many o f th e  C onfederates were
s h o r t  of am munition, and th e  g u n b o a ts ' f i r e  was h i t t i n g
w ith  in c re a s in g  accuracy  as th e  S ou therners n eared  th e
r i v e r .  The Tennessee was a t  h ig h  w a te r, and by e le v a tin g
t h e i r  guns to  th e  maximum and u sing  reduced ch a rg es , Gwin
and S h irk  punished W ithers ' men s e v e re ly . Gwin opened f i r e
on Chalm ers' Brigade a t  5 :35 P. M., sending s h e l l  a f t e r
17
s h e l l  c rash in g  in to  th e  S o u th e rn e rs ’ p o s i t io n . One of 
th e  b ig  n av a l s h e l l s  landed  r ig h t  in  th e  middle of th e  
rem ain ing  p a r t  of th e  F if ty -se c o n d  Tennessee, of Chalm ers' 
B rigade, and s e v e ra l men were cu t down. R riva te  W illiam
F. H o s ie r 's  uncle  was knocked on h is  back, lamed f o r  l i f e ,  
by a s h e l l ,  h is  musket b a r r e l  b e n t. S ev era l more s h e l l s  
im m ediately h i t  among th e  F if ty -se c o n d , and th e  s o ld ie r s
15
I b id . ; A. H. M ecklin, D iary , A p ril 6 , 1862.
16
0. R ., Z, p a r t  1 , 533, 534.
17
E, B. C arru th , "Vivid R e c o lle c tio n s  of S h i lo h ," 
C onfederate V eteran  IX (A p ril, 1901), 166; 0. R, R ., XXII,
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q u ick ly  s c a t te re d  to  cover, le av in g  only th re e  e n l is te d
18
men w ith  C aptain  W ilson. The F i f th  Tennessee was a lso
h i t  by th e  gunboats* f i r e .  P riv a te  James Boule, Company
0, was to rn  to  p ie ce s  by an exploding s h e l l ,  as was a t
19
l e a s t  one o th e r man in  an o th er company.
The C onfederates unknowingly were ra c in g  a g a in s t 
tim e, f o r  th e  Lexington and T y ler were n o t th e  only Fed­
e r a l  re in fo rcem en ts  a v a ila b le  to  G eneral G rant. Other 
h e lp  was coming, and indeed was p r a c t ic a l ly  a r r iv e d ,  fo r  
th e  advance of B uell * s army was a lre ad y  being f e r r i e d  
ac ro ss  th e  Tennessee.
About 7 A. M., Sunday morning th e  tro o p s  of th e  
Fourth  D iv is io n , Army of th e  Ohio, were a s t i r ,  p u ttin g  th e  
f in is h in g  touches to  t h e i r  b re a k fa s ts  and t o i l e t s  in  
p re p a ra tio n  f o r  a d re ss  parade . The s c a t te re d  c rac k le  of 
musket f i r e  could be heard  in  th e  d is ta n c e , but no one 
paid  any p a r t i c u la r  a t te n t io n  to  i t .  Then a l i t t l e  p as t 
7 o ’c lo ck , th e  sound of cannon f i r e  began d r i f t in g  in , 
s te a d i ly  in c re a s in g  in  tempo, u n t i l  i t  was alm ost a s o l id  
r o l l .  Awakened by th e  sounds, th e  g ig a n tic  G eneral 
W illiam Nelson sprang to  h is  f e e t  from h is  co t and c a lle d  
an a id e . L ieu ten an t E. Southgate , fo rm erly  of th e  S ix th  
Ohio, and ordered him to  t e l l  C olonels W illiam Hazen, S. D.
18
W illiam H osier to  D. W. Reed, December 11, 1912, 
M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N atio n a l M il i ta ry  Park.
19
Rennolds, The Henry County Com m ands. 34 .
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Bruce and Jacob Amiaen to  have t h e i r  b rig ad es in  " read in ess
20
to  move a t  any moment a f t e r  th e  end of th e  hour. " He
d isp a tch ed  an o th er a id e  to  go do w  to  th e  r i v e r  to  see i f
any tr a n s p o r ts  were a v a ila b le .  As th e  sounds of b a t t l e
r a p id ly  in c re a se d , Nelson paced up and down in  f ro n t  of h is
t e n t ,  scowling a t  and tongue la sh in g  anyone w ith in  ran g e .
F in a l ly  he tu rn ed  to  one of h is  s t a f f .  Dr. B radford, and
vehem ently exclaim ed, "By God, B radford, i f  I  g e t no o rd ers
by tw elve o 'c lo c k , I  w i l l  move w ithou t them. I  w i l l  do so ,
21
i f  I  have to  go back to  th e  deck of my sh ip  fo r  i t .  "
F in a lly , a l i t t l e  a f t e r  8 o ’c lock , u n w illin g  to  
endure th e  suspense. Nelson mounted h is  lo n g -s u f fe r in g  
h o rse  and rode over to  th e  Cherry House to  f in d  out what 
was going on and what h is  o rders  w ere. At th e  Cherry House, 
Nelson found th e  o rd er th a t  Grant had d ic ta te d  to  Rawlins 
an hour b e fo re , d ir e c t in g  him to  move h is  d iv is io n  to  th e  
r i v e r  opposite  P it ts b u rg  Landing. The o rder seemed to  
in d ic a te  no p a r t i c u la r  urgency,and indeed th e  a t t i t u d e  
around Savannah was one of calm, su g g estin g  th a t  th e  whole 
a f f a i r  was a la rg e - s c a le  p ic k e t f i g h t .  I'fhatever th e  sense 
of urgency, th e  K entuckian q u ick ly  rode back to  h is  head­
q u a r te rs  and im m ediately d ic ta te d  o rd ers  to  g e t ready  to
20
Jacob Ammen, D iary , A p ril o, 1862, I l l i n o i s  
S ta te  H is to r ic a l  L ib ra ry ; Hannaford, The S to ry  of A 
Regiment, 241; ¥ . B. Hazen, A N a rra tiv e  of M ilita ry  Ser­
v ic e  . [Boston: 1885), 24.
21
Hannaford, The Story of A Regiment. 242.




C onsidering  G ra n t 's  p rev ious rem arks concerning th e  
I m p ra c t lh l l l ty  of th e  lo c a l  ro ad s , I t  i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  
to  see how he meant f o r  Kelson to  g e t to  th e  h igh  ground 
opposite  P it ts b u rg  Landing. The c i t iz e n s  of Savannah were 
n o t very  much h e lp . Most of th e  p o te n t ia l  gu ides were 
a lre a d y  e n l is te d  w ith  G rant and busy f ig h t in g  Jo h n sto n ’s 
army. The few rem aining sym pathizers were under th e  im­
p re s s io n  th a t  th e  ro u te  to  th e  b lu f f  o p p o site  P it ts b u rg  
was im passable due to  h ig h  w ate r. Kelson q u ick ly  o rdered  
h is  a s s i s t a n t  a d ju ta n t g e n e ra l , C aptain J .  M ills  K endrick, 
to  tak e  a detachm ent of c a v a lry  and re c o n n o ite r  in  th e  
d i r e c t io n  of th e  r i v e r .
Even w hile  P r e n t i s s ’ and Sheiman’s D iv is io n s were 
crum bling under th e  f i e r c e  Southern o n slau g h t, th e  tro o p s  
of K e lso n 's  fo u r th  D iv is io n  lo l l e d  about checking eq u ip ­
ment, im p a tien t and eager to  move, but la c k in g  o rd e rs . 
Kelson could  only stump about grow ling a t  h is  a id e s , w hile  
w a itin g  f o r  K endrick’s r e p o r t  or f o r  some of G ra n t 's  empty 
t r a n s p o r ts  to  come up to  Savannah.
Taking advantage of th e  d e lay . K elson’s su b o rd in a te  
o f f ic e r s  checked and rechecked th e  s ta te  of re a d in e ss  of 
t h e i r  commands, making su re  th a t  every man had an adequate 
supply of r a t io n s  and ammunition. Kelson f i n a l l y  rode
22
I b id . , 243-246; Hazen, A K arra tiv e  of K l i t a r v  
S e rv ic e . 24.
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23
over to  see Colonel Azmen, o rdering  him to  be ready to  
move e i t h e r  th rough  th e  swamps, i f  K endrich’s r e p o r t  
were fa v o ra b le , or by boat from th e  la n d in g . The g e n e ra l 
th en  rode on o ff  toward th e  land ing  to  lo o k  f o r  th e  t r a n s ­
p o r ts .
Colonel Ammen stood around aw h ile , aw aitin g  o rd e rs ;
but none came, and he f i n a l l y  mounted h is  horse  and rode
over to  th e  Cherry House, where he met an im p a tien t B uell
and H elson. Ho boats  had a r r iv e d , and th e  f i r s t  r e p o r ts
from K endrick’s p a t ro l  were u n fav o rab le . The sounds of
b a t t l e  from S h ilo h  con tinued  to  in c re a se  in  in te n s i t y ,  and
rumors o f a Union d is a s te r  began to  sp read  around Savannah.
Someone rem arked to  Colonel Ammen th a t  h is  o ld  f r ie n d .
G eneral C, P . Smith, tiras u p s ta i r s ,  and th e  co lo n e l went up
th e  s ta ir tfa y . Upon f in d in g  h is  old comrade, th ey  began
c h a t t in g .  In c h e e rfu l s p i r i t s ,  th e  c r ip p le d  Smith laughed
a t  th e  id e a  of a m ajor b a t t l e ,  claim ing  t h a t  i t  was sim ply
a la rg e  p ic k e t f i g h t .  The m inutes passed  as  th e  two men
c h a tte d , and th e  f i r i n g  con tinued  to  in c re a s e , F in a lly
Smith ag reed  th a t  perhaps p a r t  of G ran t’s army might be
s e r io u s ly  involved  in  b a t t l e .  Then an o rd e r ly  knocked on
Sm ith’s door, and Colonel Ammens was re q u e s te d  to  come
24
dovm stairs to  meet w ith  B uell and Kelson, Ammen was
23
Hannaford, The S to ry  of A Hegiment, 246-248,
24
Jacob Ammen, D iary , A p ril 6, 1862; W illiam R. 
H artpence, H isto ry  of th e  5 1 s t Ind iana V eteran  V olunteer 
In fa n try . (C in c in n a ti:  1 8 9 4 ) ,3 6 ,  37,
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to ld  th a t  B uell had decided to  proceed upstream  on a  l i t t l e
steam er to  t a l k  to  G rant, and th a t  K en d rick 's  men had
re tu rn e d  w ithou t f in d in g  a usuab le  p a th . Kelson had
managed to  lo c a te  a Tennessee U n ion ist who knew th e  coun try
and had agreed to  guide th e  army to  a p o in t opposite
25
P itts b u rg  la n d in g . According to  th e  g u id e , th e  r i v e r
road  was Im passable, but th e re  was an o th er ro u te  which
could be n av ig a ted  by In fa n try  and ca v a lry , a lth o u g h  no t
by a r t i l l e r y  or baggage.
Between 1 and 1:50 P. M., K elso n 's  Brigade moved
ou t, fo llo w in g  th e  g u id e 's  d i r e c t io n s .  G eneral Kelson
dashed up to  th e  head of th e  column, t e l l i n g  Colonel
26
Ammen to  fo llo w . Ammen's Brigade le d  th e  way. Colonel 
W illiam  G ro se 's  T h ir ty - s ix th  In d ian a  In  f r o n t ,  fo llow ed by 
l ie u te n a n t  Colonel F red e rick  C. Jo n es ' T w enty-fourth  Ohio 
and l ie u te n a n t  Colonel N icholas A nderson 's S ix th  Ohio In  
th e  r e a r .  C olonel S anders ' D iv is io n , B u e l l 's  Twenty-second 
-Igade, fo llow ed  behind Ammen Is  f o rc e ,  w hile Colonel 
n111lam H azen's N ine teen th  Brigade brought up th e  r e a r .
The F ourth  D iv is io n  had approxim ately  e ig h t m iles  to  march 
In  o rder to  re a c h  th e  p o in t where th e  t r a n s p o r ts  would 
presumably be w a itin g , and th e  journey was n e c e s s a r i ly  a 
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G eneral E els on, mounted on h is  la rg e  and pow erful 
bay, and accompanied by p a r t  of h is  s t a f f ,  q u ick ly  l e f t  
th e  column behind . Somewhere along th e  rode Eelson ra n  
in to  one of G ran t’s a id e s , who handed him a w r i t te n  mes­
sage from th e  g en e ra l which read  as fo llo w s:
You w i l l  h u rry  up your command as  f a s t  as 
p o s s ib le .  The boats w i l l  be in  re a d in e s s  to  t r a n s ­
p o r t  a l l  tro o p s  of your command a c ro ss  th e  r i v e r .  
A ll  looks w e ll, bu t i t  i s  n ecessa ry  f o r  you to  push 
forw ard  as  f a s t  as p o s s ib le .27
A sh o r t d is tan c e  from th e  Tennessee R iver Eelson 
re c e iv e d  a second c o u r ie r  from G eneral G ran t. The new­
comer tfas r id in g  G ran t’s ovm mount and had a v e rb a l
message th a t  th e  F ourth  D iv is io n  should p re ss  forw ard  w ith
28
? .ll speed or th e  f ig h t  would be l o s t .  On o rd e rs  from 
Eelson, h is  men s ta r te d  moving forw ard on th e  d o ub le -qu ick , 
bu t -soon had to  abandon th e  sw if t pace due to  th e  extreme 
muddiness of th e  road>ra,y. At l a s t  Ammen's B luecoats 
debouched in to  a c le a r in g  opposite  P it ts b u rg  Landing.
A fte r  le av in g  Savannah aboard th e  l i t t l e  s team er, 
accompanied by h is  c h ie f  of s t a f f ,  B uell proceeded up th e  
r i v e r  only to  be h a l te d  by a descending steam er, which 
came a lo n g sid e  and d e liv e re d  G ran t’s e a r ly  morning o rd e r, 
which had been d ic ta te d  to  Rawlins and sen t wandering a l l  
over th e  a re a , u n t i l  f i n a l l y  i t  came in to  B u e l l 's  hands a t
27
^Sadeau, M ilita ry  H isto ry  of U lysses S, G ran t. 77. 
Jacob Ammen, D iary , A p ril 6, 1862.
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t h i s  tim e . N earing th e  Landing, B uell could  make out la rg e  
numbers of f u g i t iv e s  f le e in g  from th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  Indeed 
th e  mouth of Snake Creek was f u l l  of them swimming a c ro s s .
About 1 P. M.; th e  l i t t l e  steam er t i e d  up a t  P i t t s ­
burg Landing and B uell went hun ting  f o r  G ran t. Informed 
th a t  th e  g e n e ra l was on h is  h e a d q u a r te rs ’ b o a t, t i e d  up 
only a few y ard s away from h is  own steam er, B uell q u ick ly  
went on board and found h is  su p e rio r  in  co n v e rsa tio n  w ith  
s e v e ra l members of h is  s t a f f .  A fte r  exchanging s a lu ta t io n s .  
Grant rem arked th a t  he had ju s t  come in  from th e  f r o n t ,  and
he h e ld  up h is  scabbard to  show B uell a  den t made in  i t  by
29
a Hebei p r o j e c t i l e .  B uell in q u ire d  as  to  th e  p ro g re ss  of 
th e  b a t t l e ,  and he re q u e s te d  h is  se n io r  to  send some steam ­
e rs  to  Savannah to  p ick  up C r it te n d e n ’s D iv is io n , which 
would be coming in to  Savannah s h o r t ly .  The conference 
th en  ended, and th e  two men p a r te d . G rant and se v e ra l s t a f f
o f f ic e r s  r id in g  o ff  in  one d i r e c t io n ,  w hile  B uell walked up
30
th e  h i l l  in  a n o th e r . A fte r  s e p a ra tin g  from G rant, B uell
29
B a ttle s  and L eaders. I ,  492, 493. See H ichardson, 
P ersonal H isto ry  of U lysses 8. G ra n t.243. f o r  d e t a i l s  of 
how G ra n t' s scabbard  was den ted .
30
G rant, Memoirs. 178, 179; B a tt le s  and L eaders. I ,  
492, 493» A r a th e r  f a n c i f u l  s to ry , p r im a r ily  prom olgated 
by Adam Badeau, appeared to  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  B uell asked 
G rant, "tiThat p re p a ra tio n s  have you made f o r  r e t r e a t i n g ? ” 
to  which Grant r e p l ie d ,  "I have no t y e t d is p a ire d  of whip­
ping them, g e n e ra l. " Badeau, Mil i t  ̂ y  H is to ry  of U lysses 
S. G ran t. 82; 0. H ., X, p a r t  1 , l è ë .  A s l i g h t ly  d i f f e r e n t  
v e rs io n  sa id  G rant d id  u t t e r  th e  a fo re  m entioned, to  which 
B uell r e p l ie d ,  "Of cou rse ; bu t in  case of d e fe a t? "  Grant 
th en  r e p l ie d ,  "Well, we could  make a  b rid g e  a c ro s s  th e
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b usied  h im self t ry in g  to  c re a te  a  l i t t l e  o rder a t  th e
31
la n d in g , but w ith  only l im ite d  success*
When N elson 's  men reached  th e  p o in t opposite  P i t t s ­
burg lan d in g , th e  l a s t  b ig  dram atic moment in  th e  b a t t le  
a t  S h iloh  was f a s t  approach ing . I t  was around 5 o 'c lo c k  
in  th e  a fte rn o o n , or a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r ,  when th e  f i r s t  of 
Amman's men reached th e  p o in t .  The H o rn e t's  Nest was ju s t  
y ie ld in g , and P re n t is s ' and W allace 's  men were a lread y  
t ry in g  to  r e t r e a t  to  th e  la n d in g . Having reached  th e  p o in t 
some m inutes e a r l i e r ,  Nelson was a lre ad y  busy try in g  to  
round up some t r a n s p o r ts .  S ev era l sternwhee" steam ers 
were ly in g  along th e  e a s te rn  bank, lad en  w ith  fu g i t iv e s  
from G ra n t 's  army, and th e  c a p ta in s  had no enthusiasm  about 
r is k in g  th e i r  b o a ts  on th e  dangerous w estern  s id e  of th e  
r i v e r .  Moments passed w hile Nelson cursed  and harangued 
th e  r e lu c ta n t  r iv e r  s a i lo r s ;  bu t by th r e a ts  and ap p ea ls , 
th e  s a ltw a te r  s a i lo r  f i n a l l y  persuaded se v e ra l of the  
steam boat c a p ta in s  to  ag ree  to  take  h is  men a c ro s s . Nelson, 
Colonel Grose, and p a r t  of th e  T h ir ty - s ix th  Ind iana boarded 
th e  f i r s t  steam er, w hile Ammen was ordered to  qu ick ly
r i v e r  w ith  the  boats and p ro te c t  i t  w ith  a r t i l l e r y .  But 
i f  we do have to  r e t r e a t ,  th e re  w on 't be many men l e f t  
to  c r o s s . " H ichardson, P ersonal H isto ry  of U lysses S, 
G rant. 244. In  h is  Memoirs. G eneral G rant a llu d ed  to  
B u e l l 's  m entioning something about a l in e  of r e t r e a t .  
G ran t, Memoirs, 179. B uell f l a t l y  denied exchanging any 
such rem arks w ith  G eneral G rant, saying  th e  whole tM ng 
was " r id ic u lo u s  and a b s u rd ." B a tt le s  and le a d e r s .  I ,  493. 
31
G rant, Memoirs. 179; B a ttle s  and L eaders. I .  493 .
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32
fo llo w  with, th e  r e s t  of h is  b rigade  about 5:40 P, M.
Nelson climbed ashore a t  th e  lan d in g  and began
pushing h is  way th rough  th e  horde of s t r a g g le r s  crowded a t
th e  Landing. He q u ick ly  found B uell and G rant, who were
an x io u sly  a tfa itin g  him. To G rant, Nelson sa lu te d , and in
h is  own in im ita b le  s ty le  proclaim ed, "Here we a r e .  G eneral,
we d o n 't  know many f in e  p o in ts  of n ic e  e v o lu tio n s , bu t i f
you want s tu p id i ty  and hard f ig h t in g ,  I  reckon we a re  th e  
33
men f o r  you.
B uell im m ediately ordered th e  l a t e  a r r i v a l  to  deploy
h is  men along the  p o s i t io n , rem ark ing , "You have had th e
advance th roughout th e  march and h e re . G eneral, i s  your
o p p o rtu n ity . There i s  s t i l l  one hour l e f t  in  which to
,34
decide t h i s  f i g h t .
Pushing th e i r  way th rough  th e  numerous s t r a g g le r s ,  
Grose and h is  men q u ick ly  moved out to  h e lp  support th e  
beleagured  l a s t  p o s i t io n  of G ra n t 's  army. By th i s  hour.
32
Hannaford, The S tory  of A Regiment. 256; Jacob 
Ammen, D iary , A p ril 6 , 1 8 ^ 2 . There i s  some q u es tio n  a s  
to  th e  ex ac t tim e Nelson and h is  men began la n d in g . 
N elso n 's  v o lu n te e r  aide-de-cam p, Horace N. F ish e r , s a id  
th a t  he was on th e  f i r s t  steam er, and he had landed a t  
5 :20  P. M. Horace N. F ish e r  to  D. ¥ . Reed, March 27,
1905, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N ational M il i ta ry  
Park.
33
R ichardson, P ersonal H is to ry  of U lysses _S.
G ran t. 247; R ichardson, The S ecre t S e rv ic e . The F ie ld . The 
Dungeon and th e  Escape. 24 Ï.
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Hannaford, The S tory  of A Regiment. 256 ;Jacob 
Ammen, D iary , A p ril 6, 1862; Horace N. F ish e r  to  D. ¥ . 
Reed, A p ril 12, I 905, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  
N atio n a l M il i ta ry  Park .
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w ith  l e s s  th an  one h o u r 's  l i g h t  rem ain ing , th e  scene a t  th e
lan d in g , and indeed  th e  e n t i r e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  was one of
u t t e r  and com plete co n fu sio n . Many thousands of Union
s o ld ie r s  were s tan d in g  around th e  lan d in g  in  u t t e r l y  a b je c t
p an ic , some of them a ttem p tin g  to  h id e  from th e  o ccas io n a l
s tr a y  Southern p r o je c t i l e s  th a t  came f ly in g  over, w hile
o th e rs  attem pted  to  beg t h e i r  way on board what they
supposed to  be th e  s a fe ty  of th e  v a r io u s  steam ers . Î feny
of G ra n t 's  steam ers had been g ra d u a lly  f i l l e d  w ith  wounded
s o ld ie r s ,  ren d e rin g  them u n a v a ila b le  f o r  any o ther duty
f o r  th e  moment; bu t t h i s  made no d if fe re n c e  to  th e  p a n ic -
s tr ic k e n  B luecoa ts . S evera l steam ers were compelled to
s l i p  t h e i r  l in e s  and swing out in to  mid channel in  o rder
to  avo id  being swamped by th e  horde of crazed  men. One
h y s te r ic a l  Union o f f ic e r  th re a te n e d  th e  p i lo t  of th e
Minnehaha w ith  h is  re v o lv e r  in  an a ttem p t to  make him tak e
on board th e  o f f i c e r 's  s o ld ie r s ,  bu t th e  s h ip 's  p i lo t
r e s o lu te ly  re fu se d  to  y ie ld ,  th u s  sav ing  h is  sh ip  from 
35
being overrun .
Not a l l  of th e  w retches g a th e red  a t  th e  Landing had 
com pletely  l o s t  t h e i r  sense of d u ty . Here and th e re  one 
of G ra n t 's  o f f ic e r s  went about t r y in g  to  r a l l y  th e  men, 
sometimes ask ing  th e  fe llo w s why th ey  d id  not r e jo in  t h e i r
35
Ambrose B ie rce , The C o llec ted  Works of Ambrose 
B ie rce . I ,  (Hew York: 1909), 245; lytrs. W. H, L. W allace 
to  h e r  Aunt M g, A p ril 29, 1862, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , 
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■units. The u su a l re p ly  to  h i s  q u es tio n  was, "I c a n 't  f in d
i t j t h e  r e g im e n ^ ."  One o f f ic e r  wandered about d e l iv e r in g
a f re n z ie d  F ourth  of Ju ly  t i r a d e ,  rem inding th e  men of th e
honor of t h e i r  v a r io u s  s t a t e s ,  t h e i r  m others, t h e i r  homes,
and a  l i s t  of o th e r inducem ents; however, th e  only r e a c t io n
to  h is  speech was an o ccas io n a l rem ark to  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t
36
i t  was a  very  good speech.
>îhen th e  S ix th  Ohio s ta r t e d  to  disem bark, a crowd of
th e  ra b b le  t r i e d  to  clim b on board t h e i r  b o a t, b lock ing  th e
m en's d eb a rk a tio n . Helson went dashing down in to  th e
middle of th e  crowd, sh o u tin g , "Get out of th e  way, you
damned cowards! Get out of th e  way! I f  you w on 't f ig h t
y o u rse lv e s , l e t  th e se  men o ff  th a t  w i l l .  S ix th  Ohio,
37
fo llo w  m e!"
3^
Devens, The P ic to r ia l  Book of A necdotes. 240.
37
Hannaford, The S tory  of A Regiment. 257. To 
B uell and h is  men, i t  seemed as though a la rg e  p a r t  of 
G ra n t 's  army crowded around th e  Landing in  a p u sillan im o u s 
d isp la y  of a b je c t  cow ardice. The commander of th e  Army of 
th e  Ohio es tim a ted  th e  number as 15,000. B a tt le s  and 
L eaders. I ,  494. Colonel Hazen, who a r r iv e d  ju s t  befo re  
d ark , e s tim a ted  th e  number of s t r a g g le r s  as "tw enty or 
t h i r t y  a c re s  w orth . " Hazen, A N arra tiv e  of M il i ta ry  S er­
v ic e .  25* With some em barrassm ent. Grant sa id  th a t  " th e re  
probably  were as many as fo u r  or f iv e  thousand s t r a g g le r s  
ly in g  under cover of th e  b lu f f ,  pan ic  s t r i c k e n ."  G ran t, 
Memoirs. 178, 179. A c tu a lly  Hazen and B uell were probably  
n e a re r  r ig h t  in  t h e i r  e s tim a te s , f o r  th e  crowd a t  th e  b lu f f  
in c lu d ed  n o t only  p a n ic - s tr ic k e n  s t r a g g le r s  from th e  combat 
u n i t s ,  but a  la rg e  number of noncombat and m isce llan eo u s 
p erso n n e l such a s  s u t l e r s ,  m u sic ian s, c le rk s ,  te a m s te rs , 
e t c . According to  G eneral H alleck , G ra n t 's  army, in c lu d ­
ing Lew W allace 's  D iv is io n , numbered 53,669, as of th e  end 
of March, d, ^ . , Z, p a r t  2, 84. Since h is  combat tro o p s
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Even as th e  f i r s t  of N elso n 's  m ez^llm bed  up th e  
Landing to  hold  th e  l i n e ,  sharp  f ig h t in g  had broken out 
along th e  l a s t  Union p o s i t io n . Chalm ers' and p a r t  of Jack­
so n ' s B rigades moved up to  in  f r o n t  of G ra n t 's  p o s i t io n  and 
opened up w ith  a f a i r l y  s tro n g  b u rs t of f i r e  in  p re p a ra tio n  
f o r  a s s a u l t .  W ebster rode up and down behind th e  Union l in e  
shou ting  encourag ing ly , "Stand f irm , boys; th ey  can never 
c a rry  t h i s  l in e  in  th e  w orld. G eneral G rant rode along
th e  l i n e s ,  u rg ing  th e  men to  keep up a s tead y  f i r e  on th e  
39
C onfedera tes.
One of G eneral G ra n t 's  s o ru ts .  C aptain  K it Carson, 
rode up to  the g e n e ra l, r e p o r te d , and th e n  s ta r te d  r id in g  
away. His horse had tak en  no more th a n  two or th re e  s te p s  
when a cannon sho t to re  o ff  th a t  o f f i c e r 's  head, except fo r  
th e  ch in , s p a t te r in g  Grant w ith  b i t s  of b ra in s  and blood.
on e a r ly  Sunday morning numbered le s s  th a n  40 ,000 , t h i s  
figu re- would in d ic a te  th e  presence of about 7 ,000 or so 
a u x i l ia ry  tro o p s . Add to  t h i s  th e  undoubted thousands 
who d id  break  and ru n  fo r  th e  b lu f f ,  p lu s  what must have 
amounted to  s e v e ra l thousand more men who were d iso rg an ­
ized  in  th e  w ithdravral to  W ebster's  p o s i t io n  and d id  no t 
have s u f f i c ie n t  tim e to  reo rg an ize  befo re  th e  a r r i v a l  of 
B u e l l 's  army, and th e  f ig u re  15,000 would seem to  have a 
f a i r  degree of accu racy . The eminent B r i t i s h  h i s to r ia n ,
J .  P . 0 . P u l le r ,  s ta te d  th a t  were about 11,000 non- 
com batant tro o p s  a t  S h iloh , and between 4 ,000 and 5 ,000 un­
wounded s t r a g g le r s .  P u l le r ,  The G enera lsh ip  of U lysses S. 
G rant. 105.
38
R ichard8on. P ersonal H isto ry  of U lysses S. G rant,
247. ' --------
39
% rers, Iowa In War Times, 139; K im bell, B a tte ry
A, 43-45.
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40
le av in g  hlm r a th e r  messy bu t u n h u rt; a lth o u g h  th e  sho t wen+V
on to  r i p  th e  saddle of ¥ , P reston  Graves, a v o lu n te e r  a id e
to  N elson. General Sherman, who was d i r e c t in g  th in g s  on th e
Union extreme r ig h t ,  a ls o  had a v ery  narrow  escape . C aptain
Hammond was ho ld ing  th e  r e in s  of Sherm an's horse  w hile th e
g e n e ra l mounted. A b u l le t  rip p ed  th e  r e in s  two inches from
41
Hammond s f in g e r s  and only inches from th e  g e n e ra l ’s head.
Sven w ith  N elson 's  a r r i v a l  G ran t’s s i tu a t io n  was s t i l l  
s e r io u s . Much of h is  army was d iso rg an ized , and many of h is  
s o ld ie r s  were roaming around, t ry in g  to  f in d  t h e i r  u n i t s .
Une incom petent o f f ic e r  roamed around, adding to  th e  con­
fu s io n , claim ing  G eneral G rant had su rren d ered  and th e  b a t t l e  
was ended. ^Rien asked how he Icnew the f ig h t in g  had ended, 
th e  o f f ic e r  r e p l ie d  th a t  he had seen  th e  tro o p s  lin ed , up
and la y in g  down th e i r  arms. F o rtu n a te ly  most of th e  b a t t l e
42
hardened v e te ra n s  took  th e  r e p o r t  w ith  a g ra in  of s a l t .
Around 6 P. M,, Chalmers and Jackson a c tu a l ly  a tta c k e d  
over th e  rugged t e r r a in .  G ra n t 's  weary in fa n try  f i r e d  in to  
th e  oncoming C onfederate in f a n try ,  w hile W ebster's  guns 
jo in ed  in  w ith  sh rapne l and c a n is te r .  Chalm ers’ advance 
was covered by th e  3 -in ch  r i f l e s  and 12-pound how itzers of
40
V ic to r, In c id e n ts  and Anecdotes of th e  War. 359; 
H ichardson, P ersonal H isto ry  of U lysses G ran t. 247; K im bell, 
B a tte ry  A, 4?%
41
V ic to r , In c id e n ts  and Anecdotes of th e  War. 359.
42
Duke, F i f ty - th i r d  Ohio. 53, 54.
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G age's Alabama B a tte ry , but in  th e  face  of th e  massed Union 
a r t i l l e r y ,  th e  Southerners found th e  going d i f f i c u l t .  Ob­
se rv in g  th e  C o n fed era tes ' advance, l ie u te n a n t  S h irk , of th e  
le z ln g to n . o rdered  h is  gunners to  open f i r e  on th e  advanc­
ing S o u th ern ers . In  te n  m inutes th e  navy cannoneers sen t
th ir ty - tw o  rounds in to  th e  C onfederates w ith  e x c e lle n t 
43
e f f e c t .
R ight in  th e  middle of th e  a t ta c k  th e  T h ir ty s ix th  
Ind iana went stum bling in to  p o s i t io n  along W ebster's  l in e ,  
w ith  o rd ers to  support S to n e 's  F i r s t  M issouri B a tte ry  K, 
(th e  r e s t  of th e  regim ent having been f e r r i e d  over on a 
second s team er). Before th e  Ind ianans could be deployed, a 
C onfederate p r o je c t i l e  k i l l e d  an  e n l i s te d  man, th e  f i r s t  
c a su a lty  su ffe re d  by B u e ll 's  command in  th e  B a tt le  of 
S h ilo h . Grose q u ick ly  arranged  h is  men in  th e  p roper po­
s i t i o n ,  and th e n  im m ediately opened up w ith  heavy musket 
f i r e  on Chalmers' M iss is s ip p ia n s . The fo u r hundred odd 
Ind ianans go t o ff  some fo u rte e n  or f i f t e e n  rounds per man 
a t  th e  oncoming M iss iss ip p ia n s , having one man k i l l e d  and 
one wounded from th e  r e tu r n  f i r e .
G age's Alabama B a tte ry  was knocked out by F edera l 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  th u s  d ep riv ing  th e  S ou therners of a r t i l l e r y  
support a t  th e  very  b r ig h t  of th e  a t ta c k .  In  th e  face  of 
th e  f i r e  from W ebster's  guns, th e  L exington . G ra n t 's
%3
0. R ., X, p a r t  1, 550; 0. R. R ., XXII, 786.
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in fa n try  and B u e l l 's  T h ir ty - s ix th  In d ian a , along w ith  th e
in c re d ib ly  poor t e r r a i n ,  Chalmers and Jackson were fo rc e d  
44
to  w ithdraw .
I t  was now a f t e r  6 o ’c lock , and th e  sun was s l ip p in g
p e r ilo u s ly  low along th e  h o rizo n . From h is  h e a d q u a rte rs  in
th e  r e a r .  G eneral Beauregard sen t h is  s t a f f  o f f ic e r s  to  th e
v a rio u s  corps commanders w ith  in s t ru c t io n s  to  break  o ff
o p era tio n s  and w ithdraw  to  th e  cap tu red  enemy camps f o r  th e  
45
n ig h t. He d id  n o t know th a t  re in fo rcem en ts  were a lre a d y  
reach ing  G ran t’s army, and assumed th e  Confederate army 
would be ab le  to  resume th e  a c tio n  on Monday morning, s t i l l  
fac in g  th e  same men b ea ten  on Sunday. Since a n ig h t a c t io n  
was dangerous, and assum ing th a t  th e  enemy was com pletely  
bea ten , Beauregard issu ed  t h i s  o rd e r, th e re b y  lay in g  th e  
ground work f o r  one of th e  b i t t e r e s t  c o n tro v e rs ie s  of th e  
B a ttle  of S h iloh , and indeed of the  C iv il  War.
For a ce n tu ry , c r i t i c s  would m a in ta in  th a t  th e  
Creole f o r f e i t e d  a m ag n ificen t o p p o rtu n ity  to  com pletely  
d es tro y  G ra n t 's  army— one more a s s a u l t  and th e  F éd éra is  
would have been d riv en  in to  th e  r iv e r  and cap tu red . Such
Î 4
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 537; Hannaford, The S tory  of A 
Regiment. 258, 259; James R. Chalmers to  R. H. Looney, 
A p ril 3, 1895, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N atio n a l 
M ili ta ry  Park; Jacob Ammen, D iary , A p ril 6, 1862; Roman, 
^ a u re g a rd .  I ,  3OI; M icajah W ilkinson to  b ro th e r , A p ril 
D, 1Ô62, M icajah W ilkinson Papers.
45
0. R ., T7 p a r t  1 , 386, 387; N. Augustine to  
General. Beauregard, A p ril 10, 1862, M sc e llan eo u s  C o llec ­
t io n ,  S h iloh  N ational M ili ta ry  Park; N. Augustine to
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an o p in io n  com pletely  ig n o res  the  e x is t in g  s i tu a t io n  on
th e  S h ilo h  b a t t l e f i e l d  on la te  Sunday even ing , A p ril 6,
1362. I t  was n ea rly  5 :30  before G eneral P re n tis s  and h is
tro o p s , as w ell as G eneral Wallace and h is  men, were
f i n a l l y  rounded up a f t e r  f a l l i n g  back from the H o rn e t's  
46
N est,
The Confederate army was badly d iso rg an ized  and 
only W ith e rs ' tro o p s  were ab le  to  c ro ss  th e  rough t e r r a in  
toward G ra n t 's  l a s t  p o s it io n  and make any th ing  l ik e  an 
o rgan ized  a t ta c k .  Other Rebel u n i ts  were only ab le  to  
peck away s l ig h t ly  a t  th e  U nion 's l a s t  p o s i t io n . With 
su n se t f a l l i n g  a t  6:25 M., th e re  sim ply was no t tim e to  
organize th e  s o r t  of a t ta c k  needed to  b la s t  G ran t’s 
s o ld ie r s  out of what amounted to  a v ery  s tro n g  d efen siv e  
p o s i t io n .  I t  i s  t ru e  th a t  G ra n t's  men were somewhat d i s p i r ­
i te d  by t h e i r  f re q u en t r e v e r s e s , but th e  a r r i v a l  of Colonel 
Ammen'3 Brigade s tro n g ly  boosted th e  m orale of G ra n t 's
G eneral Beauregard, (R eport) A p ril 10, 1862, L ouisiana 
H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n ; Theodore M andeville to  
Josephine Rozet, A p ril 9 , 1862, Theodore M andeville P apers. 
M andeville sa id  h is  reg im ent was being h e a v ily  sh e lle d  by 
th e  gunboats when ordered  to  w ithdraw "about sundown. "
Ib id . W illiam  P reston  Johnston , son and b iog rapher of th e  
dead C onfederate h ero , commented th a t  "complete v ic to ry  
was in  h i s  f& a u r e g a rd ^ g r a s p ,  and he th rew  i t  away." 
B a tt le s  an a"Leaders. I ,  568. See Kirwan, Johnny Green,
20; Richardson^ "Whir As I  Saw I t ,  " 102.
46
G eneral P re n tis s  gave the  tim e of h is  su rre n d e r 
a s  5 :30 P. M. 0, R ., X, p a r t  1, 279. Colonel Thomas 
Jo rdan , o f B eauregard 's  s t a f f ,  gave th e  tim e of th e  Union 
g e n e r a l 's  su rren d er as between 5:30 and 6 o 'c lo c k . Jo rdan , 
The Campaign and B a ttle  of S h ilo h ," 395.
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s o ld ie r s ,  g iv in g  them th e  fe e l in g  th a t  they  were no lo n g er 
i s o la te d .
One of th e  b ig g e s t o b s ta c le s  to  P sau reg ard ’s o rd e r­
ing a stro n g  a t ta c k  on th e  Webster p o s i t io n  was the  v ery
confused s ta te  of h is  v a rio u s  commands, most of which were
47
badly sp e a ra te d . I t  would have tak en  Beauregard a t  l e a s t  
an hour or probably longer to  have c o l le c te d  enough in ­
f a n try  and a r t i l l e r y  to  have r isk e d  an a t ta c k  on th e  
Landing. Time simply ra n  o u t.
At th e  tim e of th e  b a t t l e ,  many p a r t ic ip a t in g  Confed­
e ra te s  b e liev ed  Beauregard gave th e  w ithdraw al order due to  
th e  presence of the  Lexington and T y le r , whose f i r e  had
begun to  take co n s id e rab le  e f f e c t  on th e  Southerners a s
48
they approached c lo s e r  to  th e  r i v e r .  Although he d id  n o t
c i t e  th e  g unboats ' f i r e  as  a reason  fo r  th e  w ithdraw al,
Beauregard d id  mention i t  in  some d e t a i l ,  in d ic a t in g  th a t
49
i t  may have subconsciously  in flu en ced  h is  d e c is io n .
3- -
Shoup, "The A rt of W ar," 10; Crenshaw, "L iary of 
C aptain  Sdward Crenshaw," 269; L id d e ll H art, Sherman. 129; 
Conger, The Rise of U. 8 . G ran t. 259. At l e a s t  some of th e  
Southerners heard a rumor passing  around th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  
th a t  Johnston was dead. I t  i s  p o ss ib le  th a t  th e  news added 
to  th e  g en e ra l s ta te  of Confederate d is o rg a n iz a t io n . R ich­
ardson , "War As I  Saw I t , " 102.
48
Mobile Evening lew s. A p ril 14, 1862; The C h arles­
to n  D aily  C o u rie r.A p ril 20, 1862; Shoup, "The A rt of W ar,"
10; R ichard Pugh to  w ife , A p ril 8, 1862, R ichard Pugh P apers.
49
Mobile Evening Mews. A p ril 14, 1862; 0. R ., X, 
p a r t  1, 387; Prank Peak, *'A Southern S o ld ie r 's  Tiew of th e  
W ar," Prank Peak Papers.
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The C re o le 's  o rder to  b reak  o ff  th e  action , d id  no t
a c tu a l ly  end th e  f ig h t in g ,  f o r  i s o la te d  sk irm ish in g  went
on f o r  th e  nex t f i f t e e n  or tw enty m inutes of l i g h t ,  when
th e  c u r ta in  of darkness ended th e  d a y 's  carnage. In th e se
rem aining m inu tes, p a r t  of th e  Tenth M is s is s ip p i, of
Chalm ers' B rigade, swung way around to  th e  r i g h t ,  crossed
th e  b ig  pond ju s t  o f f  th e  r i v e r ,  and began sn ip in g  a t  the
F ed era l gunboats. S h irk 's  and Gwin's gunners f i r e d  a few
b la s ts  from t h e i r  b ig  guns a t  th e  M iss is s ip p ia n s , who
h a s t i ly  bea t a r e t r e a t  in  th e  d i r e c t io n  of th e  Ind ian  
50
mounds.
One o th e r in te r e s t in g  co n tro v e rsy  a ro se  out of th e
l a s t  few m inutes of th e  d a y 's  b a t t l e .  Did K elso n 's  a r r iv a l
save G eneral G ra n t 's  army? The answer to  t h i s  can only be
p ro b le m a tic a l. G ra n t 's  adm irers and f r ie n d ly  b io g rap h ers ,
and even some se r io u s  sc h o la rs  such as th e  l a t e  Kenneth P.
W illiam s, m ain tained  th a t  Grant could  have h e ld  out th a t
51
evening w ithou t th e  a r r i v a l  of Ammen's B rigade. The 
eminent French h is to r ia n ,  Comte d e P a r is , was of th e  opin ion  
th a t  th e  a r r i v a l  of B u e ll 's  tro o p s  d id  save th e  l a s t  Union 
p o s i t io n  from being c a r r ie d  by Chalm ers' and Ja ck so n 's
50
H, Learned to  D. W, Reed, March 22, 1904, 
M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  R a tio n a l M il ita ry  Park.
51
W illiam s, L ineoln  Finds A G enera l, I I I ,  378,379; 
R ichardson, P ersonal H isto ry  of U lysses S. G ran t. 247, 248; 
Badeau, M ilita ry  H isto ry  of U lysses S. G ran t. 64. 85;
Grant,. Memoirs. 180.
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a t ta c k .  Among G ra n t’s s o ld ie r s  p robably  a m a jo rity  f e l t
th e  p o s it io n  could  have been he ld  w ith o u t th e  a r r i v a l  of
53
Aramen s b rig ad e , but th e re  were o th e rs  who gave i t  c r e d i t
f o r  saving th e  day. One of G ra n t 's  bodyguards, A. H ick in-
lo o p e r, remarked th a t  th e  a r r i v a l  of B u e ll’s tro o p s  "changed
54
th e  f a te  of th e  b a t t l e . "  ^ihatever G ra n t’s men thought of
th e  s i tu a t io n ,  B u e l l 's  tro o p s  rem ained convinced th a t  th e i r
55
a r r iv a l  saved th e  day.
But i t  would be a  long tim e b efo re  th e  S h iloh  co n tro ­
v e r s ie s  began. As d arkness s e t t l e d  over th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  
Sunday n ig h t ,  A p ril 6 , 1862, th e  s o ld ie r s  were more concerned 
w ith  f in d in g  som ething to  e a t  and, d r in k  th a n  in  bo thering  
about d isc u ss in g  th e  f in e  p o in ts  of who saved whom. For 
thousands of Rebel s o ld ie r s  th e  b a t t l e  was over. As soon 
a s  dawn came th ey  would sim ply make one more b r ie f  push and 
d es tro y  G ran t’s army. I t  was a re la x in g  and p le a sa n t 
thought to  l i e  down and s le e p  w ith .
52
Oomte de P a r i s , I ,  H is to ry  of th e  C iv il War, 548.
53
George R. Lee, "S h ilo h ,"  George Read Lee Papers.
54
H ickenlooper, "The B a ttle  of S h i lo h ," 436; Payson 
Shumway, D iary, A p ril 13, 1862; Pays on Z. Shumway Papers; 
U n id en tified  Union s o ld ie r  to  Emily R ice, A p ril 11, 1862, 
M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , S h iloh  N atio n a l M il i ta ry  Park.
55
John A. Joyce, A Checkered L if e . (C hicago;1883), 
60-62; John Hunt, "R em iniscences, M iscellaneous C o lle c tio n , 
Shiloh  N ational M il i ta ry  Park; A lex is  Cope, The, F if te e n th  
Ohio V olunteers and I t s  Campaigns. War of 18^1-65% 
('Colum'bus; l$ lb ) “, 1^5; V. Johnson, A S o ld ie r ’s Reminis­
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CHâ.P!EEE XIV 
BUSLL, GEINT AND EBATJEBGARD
I t  had been a long  and h i t t e r  th i r t e e n  h o u rs , hut 
a t  l e a s t  most of th e  Southern army could tak e  some fe e l in g  
of joy in  th e  knowledge th a t  th ey  had won. But a t  Confed­
e r a te  h ead q u a rte rs  th e re  was one group who f e l t  only sorrow , 
A lb e rt Sidney Johnston was dead. The hero  of M onterey, th e  
Mormon e x p e d itio n , th e  Texas tro u b le s , and th e  man who had 
le d  them to  S h ilo h  la y  wrapped in  a  d i r ty ,  muddy army 
b la n k e t. G eneral Beauregard had re lie v e d  Jo h n s to n 's  s t a f f  
o f f ic e r s  of any d u tie s , a llo w in g  them to  tak e  charge of 
t h e i r  f a l l e n  l e a d e r 's  body; however, they  rem ained w ith  th e  
Creole u n t i l  around 9 o 'c lo c k  th a t  n ig h t,  when i t  was 
obvious th a t  th e  f ig h tin g  f o r  th e  day was com plete ly  over. 
Some of th e  men attem pted  tô  g e t a  l i t t l e  sleop , w hile 
o th e rs  s a t  around ta lk in g .  B it a t  dawn th e  n ex t day.
Colonel W illiam  P resto n  and th e  other- members of th e  s t a f f  
s ta r t e d  f o r  C o rin th , th e  beg inn ing  of a lo n g , sad journey .
In  C o rin th , the  s t a f f  took  th e i r  beloved l e a d e r 's  
body to  th e  W illiam Inge house, th e  s tru c tu re  th a t  had been 
Jo h n s to n 's  h ead q u arte rs  d u rin g  h is  s ta y  in  th e  l i t t l e  
M is s is s ip p i tow n. The door to  Jo h n s to n 's  q u a r te r s  was 
jammed, but a  s t a f f  o f f ic e r  q u ic k ly  fo rced  i t  open, and 
soon th e  g e n e r a l 's  body was p laced  on th e  bed in  th e  room. 
Mrs. Inge and a  neighbor lad y  ushered  th e  d is t r a u g h t
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o f f ic e r s  o u t, and began c lean in g  th e  face  and uniform  of 
the  f a l l e n  commander. As Johnston  had rid d en  from C orin th  
only th re e  days e a r l i e r ,  Mrs. Inge had g ire n  him two 
sandwiches and a  p iece  of cake to  e a t  during  h is  journey  to  
th e  f r o n t .  While washing th e  mud and blood away, she fcund 
one of th e  sandwiches and p a r t  of th e  cake in  h is  co a t 
pocket. One of th e  Inge n e ig h b o r 's  d au g h ters , Miss Eugenia 
Polk, en te red  th e  room and took  two lo ck s  of h a i r  from 
Jo h n s to n 's  head, one of which she se n t to  h is  widow, E liz a .
Jo h n s to n 's  s t a f f  then  accompanied th e  body to  Mew 
O rleans, a r r iv in g  on A p ril 9 , to  be met a t  th e  r a i l r o a d  
s ta t io n  by Governor Moore and G eneral L o v e ll. The corpse 
was borne to  th e  Mew Orleans c i ty  h a l l ,  where i t  la y  in  
s ta te  fo r  two days, before being l a id  to  r e s t  in  th e  Monroe 
fam ily  tomb, a t  th e  su g g estio n  of Mayor John T. Monroe.
A fte r  some y e a rs , th e  body was removed and tak en  to  A ustin ,
2
Texas.
G eneral Johnston  and h is  s t a f f  were n o t th e  only 
ones t r a v e l in g  so u th  on th e  road  tow ards Corinth* As soon 
a s  th e  H o rn e t's  Nest f e l l  and P r e n t i s s ' and W allace ' s 
men were a l l  rounded up, th e  S ou therners im m ediately began 
sending th e  c a p tiv e s  en ro u te  to  C orin th , where th ey  could
1
' E isensch im l, The Stor.v of S h iloh . 75, 76; W illiam 
P resto n , D iary , A p ril 6 , Io o 2 ,M isc e lla n e o u s  C o lle c tio n , 
S h iloh  N ational M ili ta ry  Park.
2
Roland, A lb e rt Sidney Johnston . 352, 353.
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be handled more e a s i ly .  The f i r s t  ba tch  of p r iso n e rs  
headed dovm th e  road  to  M is s is s ip p i even b efo re  darkness 
ended th e  day ’s f ig h t in g .
The c a p tiv e s  and t h e i r  c a p to rs  t r a v e le d  bu t a few 
yards when a  s h e l l  from one of th e  gunboats came w h is tlin g  
over. Everyone, Blue and Gray a l ik e ,  scram bled f o r  cover, 
as th e  b ig  s h e l l  b u rs t  about s ix ty  f e e t  from th e  ro ad . Eo 
one was h u r t ,  and th e  men were soon on t h e i r  f e e t ,  s lo sh in g  
th rough  th e  mud a g a in . A fte r  marchiug a  sh o r t d is ta n c e , 
th e  tro o p s  s e t t l e d  dovm to  camp f o r  th e  n ig h t .
On Monday morning th e  p r iso n e rs  and guards ro se  
about dawn and s ta r t e d  o ff  w ithou t b o th e rin g  w ith  th e  
fo rm a lity  of a b re a k fa s t, f o r  th e  sim ple rea so n  th ey  had 
no fo o d . At about 5 P. M., th e  column reached  C orin th , and 
th e  p r iso n e rs  were assem bled in  f ro n t  of th e  Inge house, 
where Jo h n s to n 's  body had been cared  f o r  e a r l i e r  in  the 
day. One C onfederate housew ife remarked to  th e  p r is o n e rs , 
"Well, Tanks, t h i s  i s  p r e t ty  good work our boys have done 
f o r  a b re a k fa s t s p e l l . " One Union p r iso n e r  answered h e r , 
"Mother, I  hope before d in n e r you w i l l  have cause to  
change your mind. '■
A Confederate o f f ic e r  recognized  one of th e  p r iso n e rs  
as a Southern d e s e r te r  named Boland, or Rowland, The 
d e s e r te r  was tak en  away from th e  o th e rs , and was conv ic ted  
by a c o u r t-m a r t ia l  s e v e ra l days l a t e r .  A d e t a i l  of Rebels
3
Thomas, S o ld ie r  L if e .
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dug a  grave and e rec ted  a  th ic k  p o st beside i t .  Guards
brought th e  p r iso n e r  to  th e  p la ce  of ex e cu tio n , bu t th e
r a i n  had f i l l e d  th e  g rave, and th in g s  were delayed  w hile
th e  w ater was dipped o u t. D efian t to  th e  b i t t e r  end,
Rowland asked , "P lease hand me a  d r in k  of th a t  w a te r, a s  I
want to  d r in k  out of my own grave so th e  boys w i l l  t a lk
4
about i t  when I  am dead, and remember Row land." A s o ld ie r
gave th e  condemned man some o f th e  w a te r, which he q u ick ly
drank and th en  asked f o r  more, on th e  grounds th a t  he had
heard  th a t  w a te r was v ery  sc a rce  i n  h e l l .  He was g ran ted
h is  w ish and th e n  e sco rted  over to  th e  p o s t. As th e  f i r i n g
squad made read y , Rowland cu rsed  P re s id e n t J e f fe rs o n  D avis,
Bragg, and th e  whole C onfederacy, -.finding up h is  t i r a d e  by
saying  th a t  he would show th e  S ou therners how a Union man
could d ie .  He was n o t bound to  th e  p o le , but sim ply k n e l t
th e re  of h is  own acco rd . The o f f ic e r  i n  charge of th e
d e t a i l  gave th e  o rd er, "Ready, aim , f i r e , " and w ith in
m inutes th e  d e s e r te r ,  or p a t r i o t ,  la y  in  h is  wet g rave ,
5
covered w ith  M is s is s ip p i mud.
A fte r  s tan d in g  around ou t in  th e  open f o r  some tim e , 
most of th e  p r is o n e rs  were lo ad ed  on board boz and passenger 
c a rs  f o r  a  sh o r t t r a i n  r id e  to  Memphis, where th e y  were 
unloaded l a t e  in  th e  a f te rn o o n  of A p ril  S, and were
%
Ib id . ; "Watkins, Co. A vtch. 50. 
Ib id .
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ccn fin ed  in  a th re e  s to ry  warehouse on th e  w harf. The
s o ld ie r s  were a l l  fed  pork  and c ra c k e rs , but th e re  was a
6
sh o rtag e  of c o n ta in e rs  to  ho ld  w a te r. A fte r  a  sh o r t s ta y  
in  th e  M iss iss ip p i R iver town, th e  f e d e r a l  s o ld ie r s  were 
ag a in  loaded on board t r a i n s  and tak en  to  Jackson, M iss is ­
s ip p i ,  and f in a l ly  sh ipped to  M obile, Alabama, where th ey  
were confined u n t i l  exchanged.
General P re n tis s  was n o t sen t a long  w ith  th e  o th e r 
p r is o n e rs , but was tak en  to  meet w ith  G eneral Beauregard,
The f ig h t in g  was s t i l l  in  p ro g ress  when th e  two men had 
t h e i r  c o n fro n ta tio n . They q u ick ly  shook hands and exchanged 
p le a s a n t r ie s ,  P re n t is s  rem arked, "G eneral Beauregard we 
have f e l t  your power to d ay  and been com pelled to  y ie ld  to  
i t .  " Beauregard, somewhat f o rg e t t in g  h is  m anners, launched 
in to  a d is s e r ta t io n  on th e  m e rits  of th e  South and th e  
Confederacy, p roclaim ing t h a t  the  North would never be ab le  
to  conquer i t ,  P re n tis s  p o l i t e ly  d ec lin e d  to  argue th e  
p o in t ,  bu t stood by h is  co n te n tio n  th a t  th e  Union was 
in d is o lu a b le , Beauregard f i n a l l y  c a su a lly  asked th e  Union 
g en e ra l how big th e  f e d e r a l  army was, and P re n tis s  h e s i ­
ta te d  f o r  a second, and th e n  dec id in g  i t  would do no harm, 
remarked th a t  i t  c o n s is te d  of s ix  d iv is io n s  of about seven
 1---------------
E isensch im l, The S to ry  of S h ilo h . 57; Bacon T h r i l l ­
ing  A dventures. 7; Jackson, "A P riso n e r of War," 24, f o r  
f u r th e r  d e t a i l s  of th e  subsequent f a te  of th e  p r is o n e rs , see 
M ildred Throne, "lowans In  Southern P riso n s , 1862 ,"  Iowa 
Jo u rn a l of H isto ry . IIV  (Jan u ary , 1956), 67-70.
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7
thousand men each . The co n v e rsa tio n  con tinued  f o r  some 
tim e , P re n tis s  became somevhat more unguarded in  h is  
rem arks, and f i n a l l y  l e t  i t  s l i p  th a t  G eneral B uell -was 
coming. He may have sa id  i t  d e l ib e r a te ly  to  t r y  and 
f r ig h te n  th e  C reo le , but Beauregard was se ized  by th e  thought 
th a t  th e  F ed e ra l o f f ic e r  was ly in g .
A fte r  a le n g th ly  co n v e rsa tio n , th e  Creole tu rn ed  h is  
p r iso n e r  over to  C olonels Thomas Jordan and Jacob Thompson, 
th e  l a t t e r  an  o ld  pre-w ar f r ie n d  of P re n t is s ,  The th re e  men 
made up a m ak esh ift bed of t e n t s  and cap tu red  b la n k e ts , and 
c h a tte d  q u ite  am iably of t h e i r  d a y 's  ex p e rien ces . J u s t  
before going o f f  to  s le e p , P ie n t is s  lau g h in g ly  remarked to  
h is  Southern h o s ts :  "You gentlem en have had your way to ­
day, but i t  w i l l  be v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  to-morrow. You’l l  see!
B uell w i l l  e f f e c t  a  ju n c tio n  w ith  Grant to - n ig h t ,  and w e 'l l
8
tu rn  the ta b le s  on you in  th e  m o rn in g ." The S outherners 
paid  l i t t l e  a t t e n t io n  to  t h e i r  p r is o n e r 's  rem arks, th in k in g  
he was only t r y in g  to  f r ig h te n  them.
General Beauregard d id  n o t b e liev e  th e  cap tu red  Union 
g e n e ra l because of th e  r e c e ip t  of a d isp a tch  from Colonel 
Ben Hardin Helm in  n o r th e rn  Alabama, which s ta te d  t h a t  B uell 
was marching tow ard D ecatur and n o t toward P i t ts b u rg  Land­
in g , Helm's message caused a dangerous f e e l in g  of over
Hew O rleans D a ily .P icayune. A p ril 11, 1662; Mobile 
Evening Hews. A p ril l4 ,  lo62 .
B a tt le s  and L eaders. I ,  602,
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confidence to  develop in  th e  Southern le a d e rs ,  who f e l t  
th e y  could  l e i s u r e ly  take  t h e i r  tim e in  d e s tro y in g  Grant * s 
army Monday m orning. A sense of la s s i tu d e  s e t t l e d  over 
B eauregard’s h ea d q u a rte rs  in  Sherm an's t e n t  a lo n g s id e  
S h iloh  Church.
G enerals Hardee and B reck inridge went in  to  see 
Beauregard to  f in d  out what th e  program f o r  th e  n ez t morn­
ing  was. Bragg a ls o  came in .  Beauregard in s t ru c te d  th e  
o f f ic e r s  to  assem ble th e i r  commands fo r  a c t io n  a t  th e  
e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib le  moment th e  n ex t morning. There would be 
no e f f o r t  to  round up the  s c a t te re d  C onfederate commands 
th a t  n ig h t .  The o th e r o f f ic e r s  soon d r i f t e d  o f f ,  le av in g
Beauregard and B?agg, who climbed in to  Sherman's bed f o r
10
some much needed s le e p .
At l e a s t  one C onfederate o f f ic e r  was n o t so sanguine 
about B u e l l 's  ex a c t p o s i t io n . C olonel N. B. F o r re s t  some­
tim e before  m idnight i n f i l t r a t e d  G ra n t 's  p o s i t io n ,  working
9
W illiam s, P. G. T. B eauregard. 143, I t  i s  un­
c e r ta in  a s  to  when Beaiæsgârd re c e iv e d  th e  Helm m essage. 
Jordan l a t e r  m ain ta ined  th a t  th e  d isp a tc h  a r r iv e d  l a t e  in  
th e  a f te rn o o n  and was only handed to  Beauregard a f t e r  6 :3 0 . 
B a tt le s  and le a d e r s .  I ,  602, 603. Beauregard re p o r te d  th a t  
th e  message sa id  B uell had been delayed  and could  n o t 
p o ss ib ly  re a c h  Grant before Tuesday a t  th e  e a r l i e s t .  0, E . , 
X, p a r t  1 , 385* I t  i s  p o ss ib le  th e re  were two d isp a tc h e s  
from Helm. See W illiam s, P. G. T. Beauregard. 143. I f  a 
d isp a tc h  reached  th e  Creole l a t e “’in  th e  a f te rn o o n , i t  
m ight have helped  re in fo rc e  h is  d e c is io n  to  break  o f f  th e  
a c t io n .
10
B a ttle s  and L eaders. I ,  602.
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h is  way down to  th e  Landing, where he could see f r e s h  
F ed era l tro o p s  disem barking from steam boats. Accompanied 
by se v e ra l of h i s  s c o u ts , F o rre s t th e n  worked h is  way back 
to  C onfederate l i n e s ,  c a rry in g  t h i s  v i t a l  in fo rm a tio n . The 
f f r s t  s e n io r  o f f i c e r  F o rre s t came a c ro s s  was G eneral C le­
burne, whom he awakened about m id n ig h t. F o rre s t asked 
Cleburne where h ead q u a rte rs  w ere, but u n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  
g e n e ra l d id  n o t know. F z h ib it in g  a  candid  a p p ra is a l  of the 
s i tu a t io n ,  Colonel F o rre s t  remarked to  C leburne, " I f  th e
enemy comes on us in  th e  morning, we’l l  be whipped l ik e  
,11
h e l l . "  The co lo n e l l e f t  C leburne, who went back to  s le e p , 
co n tin u in g  h is  se a rch  f o r  G eneral B ea:xegard, Bragg, or 
someone in  a u th o r i ty .
Sometime around 1 o ’c lo ck , th e  cavalrym an lo c a te d  
G enerals Hardee and B reck in rid g e . He suggested  to  them th a t  
th e  army should e i th e r  launch  an immediate n ig h t a t ta c k  or 
w ithdraw  before th e  re in fo rc e d  F éd é ra is  could a s s a u l t .  The 
T hird  Corps commander to ld  F o rre s t to  go ahead and g ive L is 
in fo rm atio n  to  Beauregard, bu t somehow in  th e  d ark n ess , 
F o rre s t m issed th e  S h ilo h  Church h e a d q u a r te rs . He d is ­
patched sco u ts  to  go to  th e  r i v e r  to  keep an eye on th e  
F é d é ra is , and about 2 o ’c lock  A, M., th ey  re p o rte d  th a t  
F ed era l tro o p s  were la n d in g . F o rre s t  managed to  lo c a te
11
Henry, F i r s t  With The Most F o r r e s t .  79; Wyeth, 
That D evil F o r re s t .  63; James R, Chalm ers, "F o rre s t and 
His Campaigns. Southern H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P apers. VII 
(O ctober, 1 8 7 9 ) ," % ^  '
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Bardee ag a in , and was d ire c te d  to  keep an eye on th e  
Yanks, and to  m a in ta in  a  s tro n g  p ic k e t l in e  in  ease  of a 
sudden F edera l s u rp r is e  a ttack*
The c o n d itio n  of th e  C onfederate rank  and f i l e  was 
grim , Probably o n e - f i f th  of th e  men who had marched from 
C o rin th  were dead or wounded, and thousands more were 
s c a t te re d  a l l  over s e v e ra l thousand a c re s  of s h e l l  and
12
b u l le t  sc a rre d  t e r r a i n .  Even many o f f ic e r s  were l o s t .
Major F , A, Shoup wandered over th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  
about 10 P, M., lo o k in g  fo r  someone i r  a u th o r i ty .  A fte r  
v a in ly  sea rch in g  th rough  se v e ra l bod ies of s le ep in g  men, 
Shoup came upon h is  good f r ie n d  C leburne, who was s i t t i n g  
on a t r e e  stump d rin k in g  co ffee  from a  bucket. The m ajor 
t r i e d  to  g e t some p ic tu re  of what was going on and where 
everybody was. The Irishm an can d id ly  to ld  him he d id  no t 
know where Hardee or anyone e ls e  was, and th a t  he w a sn 't  to o  
su re  where th e  t r e e  stump was. The g en e ra l sa id  he had 
only a few of h is  own men l e f t ,  but th a t  he had managed to  
accum ulate a la rg e  number of s t r a g g le r s  from a v a r ie ty  of 
o th e r commands.
The co ld  and p r iv a t io n s  of th e  march to  S hiloh  
dangerously  weakened many of th e  s o ld ie r s ,  but thousands of 
them were s t i l l  ab le  to  wander around th e  b a t t l e f i e ld
12
Thomas Jordan  and Roger P ry o r, The Campaigns of 
L ieu t.-G en , H, B, F o r re s t ,  and of F o r r e s t 's  C avalry . 1 3 ^  
137; Samuel L a tta  to  w ife , A p ril 12, 1 8 6 2 ,C onfederate 
C o lle c tio n ,
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search ing  f o r  food or o th e r  forms of booty. S tra g g le rs
from th e  F i r s t  Tennessee a te  a l a t e  supper of c rac k e rs  and
c o ffe e , w hile  members of % rn e s ' Kentucky B a tte ry  fe a s te d
13
on champagne and cheese . Host of th e  s o ld ie r s  who
bothered  to  hunt food managed to  f in d  something even i f  i t
were no t champagne. Some of th e  C onfederates found th in g s
to  d e l ig h t more th an  t h e i r  t a s t e  buds. V arious types of
lo o t  were picked up, in c lu d in g  la rg e  q u a n t i t ie s  of shoes,
14
c lo th in g  and b la n k e ts .
P r iv a te  J e s s ie  W. W yatt, Company B, T w elfth  Tennessee, 
picked up a sm all pocket B ible belonging  to  P r iv a te  Samuel 
L y tle , Company P, E leventh  Iowa. The Iowan g r e a t ly  r e ­
g re t te d  th e  lo s s ,  f o r  i t  was a keepsake from h is  f a th e r ;  
but f o r tu n a te ly ,  many y ea rs  a f t e r  th e  war i t  was re tu rn e d  
to  him by C. ¥ . K eeley, l a t e l y  a  p r iv a te  in  th e  Seventy- 
th i r d  I l l i n o i s .  Keeley picked o f f  a C onfederate sharp ­
sh o o te r n ea r A d a ir s v l l le ,  G eorgia, on May 17, 1864. The 
dead man was W yatt, and he had th e  B ible in  h is  haversack*
L y tle ’s ad d ress  was s t i l l  in  th e  B ib le , th u s  Keeley was
15
ab le  to  r e tu r n  i t  a f t e r  th e  war.
13
Shoup, "The A rt of W ar," 11; Hardy M urfree to  
James M urfree, May 12, 1862, James B, Murfree Papers; 
Frank Peak, "A. Southern S o ld ie r ’s View of th e  C iv il  War," 
22, Frank Peak P apers.
14
P h il Bond to  b ro th e r , A p ril 23, 1862, T erry , 
"Record of th e  Alabama S ta te  A r t i l l e r y , " 318.
15
"A B ible Twice Captured in  B a t t l e , " Iowa 
H is to r ic a l  Record. I ,  (Ju ly , 1885), 132-134.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
456
Maiiy of th e  S ou therners were l e s s  in te r e s te d  in  
lo o tin g  and e a tin g  th an  in  g e t t in g  a  l i t t l e  s le e p . Be­
s id e s  th e  p h y s ic a l e x e r t io n s  of th e  march to  S h iloh  and 
th e  d a y 's  v e ry  stubborn  f ig h t in g ,  th e  s o ld ie r s  su ffe re d  
from a  la s s i tu d e ,  or le th a rg y , induced by th e  d a y 's  
extreme te n s io n . Thousands of th e  Southern s o ld ie r s  
eag e rly  headed f o r  cap tu red  Union te n ts  f o r  some r e s t .
About m idn igh t, i t  began to  r a in  h e a v ily , w hile
g re a t  th u n d e rc lap s  pea led  th rough  th e  a i r .  P riv a te  Sam
Houston, J r . ,  Second Texas, p u lle d  a  com plete b lank  fo r
th e  n ig h t .  ¥ rapping  h im se lf i n  h is  b la n k e t, he dropped
down on th e  muddy ground. The ic e  co ld  r a i n  drenched him
through  and th rough , a lth o u g h  he d id  n o t n o tic e  i t  u n t i l
16
he awakened th e  n ex t m orning. Like P riv a te  Houston, 
L ieu ten an t Dent, R obertson ' s B a tte iy , was unable to  f in d  
a cap tu red  Union t e n t ,  so he sim ply wrapped up in  h is  
b la n k e t, s t r e tc h e d  out in  th e  mud beside  h is  guns, and 
dozed o f f ,  co ld  r a i n  or n o t .  F if te e n  y ea r o ld  P riv a te  
Thomas Duncan, F o r r e s t 's  C avalry , spen t th e  n ig h t s i t t i n g  
up w ith  h is  back a g a in s t a  t r e e  to  keep from drowning. 
P riv a te  Anderson J e t to n ,  F i r s t  Tennessee, wandered 
around in  th e  r a i n  u n t i l  he f i n a l l y  found p a r t  of h is  r e g ­
iment s le ep in g  in  some cap tu red  Union t e n t s .  J e t to n  v ery
—  ^
Sam Houston, J r . ,  "S hiloh  Shadows," 332; Theodore 
M andeville to  Josephine E ozet, A p ril 9 , 1862, Theodore 
M andeville Papers; R ichardson, "War As I  Saw I t , "  103.
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q u ie t ly  and q u ick ly  s lip p e d  in to  an  unoccupied s e c tio n  of
th e  t e n t ,  but was fo rced  to  spend th e  n ig h t awkwardly
spraw led on h is  stomach, a Minie b a l l  having passed through
th e  back of h i s  t ro u s e r s  a t  t h e i r  t i g h t e s t  p o in t .  Troops
from th e  Twenty-second Alabama s le p t  i n  Union t e n t s ,  but
th e  canvas was so b u l le t - r id d le d  i t  k ep t v e ry  l i t t l e  r a in
17
ou t; however, th e  men s le p t  soundly in  s p i te  of i t .
The L exington and T y ler f i r e d  s h e l l s  in  th e  g en e ra l
d ir e c t io n  of th e  C onfedera tes a t  th e  r a te  of one every
f i f t e e n  m inu tes, but most of th e  Southern s o ld ie r s  s le p t  
18
th rough  i t .
There was v e ry  l i t t l e  a c t i v i t y  a long  th e  b a t t l e ­
f i e l d  except f o r  an o ccas io n a l nervous p ic k e t 's  sh o t. 
C olonel F o r r e s t 's  f i f t e e n  y ea r o ld  son, V U lie ,  and two 
o th e r  young C onfedera tes s lip p e d  o f f  ever in to  Union 
l i n e s ,  s u rp r is in g  a  group of t i r e d  F é d é ra is . The th re e  
boys f i r e d  t h e i r  shotguns a t  th e  Yanks, and th en  charged.
A w orried  C olonel F o rre s t found out l a t e r  t h a t  n ig h t th a t
19
th e  th re e  boys had brought in  f i f t e e n  p r is o n e rs .
17
S. H. Lent to  w ife , A p ril 9» 1862, S h ilo h -C o rin th  
C o lle c tio n ; Duncan, R e c o lle c t io n s . 61; Hardy M urfree to  
J .  B. M urfree, May 12, 1862, James B, M urfree Papers;
Hugh Henry to  p a re n ts , A p ril 10, 1862, S h ilo h -C o rin th  
C o lle c tio n .
18
A bernethy, E lish a  S tockw ell. 15; Frank Peak,
”A Southern S o ld ie r  s View of th e  C iv il  ¥ a r , " Frank Peak 
Papers; 0. R. N ., XXII, 764, 786.
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Some e n l i s te d  men from th e  E ig h teen th  L ou isiana
were on p ic k e t duty  so c lo se  to  th e  F éd éra is  th a t  th ey
could  hear th e  enemy ta lk in g .  T ired  of s tand ing  guard  in
th e  co ld  r a in ,  two of th e  L ouisiahans s lip p ed  over p a s t
th e  Union p ic k e t p o st and rounded up a la rg e  q u a n t i ty  of
pork, p o ta to e s , and b la n k e ts , which helped make p ic k e t
20
duty  s l i g h t ly  l e s s  irksom e.
I f  th e  r a i n  and co ld  and f e a r  were n o t d ep ress in g
enough, th e  n ig h t added i t s  own l i t t l e  touches of macabre
h o r ro r . Two Texans f i l l e d  t h e i r  can teens in  th e  darkness
from what th ey  supposed was a l i t t l e  s p r in g . The w ater
ta s te d  a l i t t l e  p e c u lia r ,  but th ey  drank i t  anyway.
Uext morning one of them s ta r te d  d rin k in g  from th e  can teen
a g a in , only to  f in d  th e  w ater re d d ish  in  c o lo r . In  d isg u s t
21
and repugnance, he poured th e  bloody w ater on th e  ground.
P r iv a te  Johnny Green went to  S h iloh  Branch to  f i l l  a
bucket w ith  w ater to  make co ffee  e a r ly  in  th e  n ig h t .  Green
stepped  over a  lo g  h a l f  way in  th e  w ater, only upon tak in g
a  second look , he d iscovered  i t  was a body of a s o ld ie r ,
h i s  blood s ta in in g  th e  w ate r. A fte r  a few seconds of
th o u g h t. Green f i l l e d  h is  bucket anyway, and he walked
22
on back to  h is  reg im en t.
20
Cesar P o rta  to  J .  B. W ilkinson, N .d .,l8 6 2 , 
L o u isian a  H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n .
21
Sam Houston, J r . ,  "Shiloh  Shadows," 332.
22
Hirwan, Johnny Green. 28, 29.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
459
As thousands of Southern s o ld ie r s  went to  s leep
Sunday n ig h t ,  th ey  had d i f f e r e n t  weapons from th e  ones
they  had c ra d le d  in  t h e i r  arms Saturday n ig h t . A ll day
long , as  th e  C onfederates drove th e  F éd éra is  back toward
th e  Landing, th e se  s o ld ie r s  exchanged t h e i r  shotguns and
an tiq u a te d  m uskets f o r  th e  E n f ie ld , S p r in g f ie ld , A u strian
and B elg ian  r i f l e s  dropped by th e  dead, wounded or f le e in g  
23
T anks.
To one group of men in  p a r t i c u la r ,  th e  n ig h t o ffe re d
no o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  r e s t .  The Confederate c h a p la in s ,
C atho lic  and P ro te s ta n t a l ik e ,  went about t h e i r  d reary
d u tie s  of ad m in is te r in g  sacram ents and o f fe r in g  com fort to
th e  dying and wounded, who were s c a tte re d  over th e  Shiloh 
24
b a t t l e f i e l d .
Across in  th e  Union l i n e s ,  co n d itio n s  were probably 
even w orse, s in ce  th e  S ou therners had most of th e  F edera l 
t e n t s .  G rant spen t th e  f i r s t  p a r t  of th e  n ig h t under a 
t r e e  a few hundred yards from th e  r i v e r  bank. His in ju re d  
ankle was s t i l l  aching bad ly , and th e  co ld  r a in  drenched 
h is  fa ce  and body. The g e n e ra l decided  to  lim p back to  
th e  log  cab in  below the  Landing. He reached  th e  b u ild in g  
in  a few m inu tes, but found i t  was being used  as an emer­
gency h o s p i ta l .  S everal d o c to rs  b u s ily  d ressed  wounds or
23
Henry M. Doak, "M emoirs," C onfederate C o lle c tio n ; 
C onfederate V eteran . V III  (May, 1900), 211,
24
Sidney J .  Romero- "L ouisiana Clergy and the  
C onfederate Army," L ouisiana H is to ry . I I  (Summer, I 96I ) ,
287- 291.
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sawed o f f  arms and le g s  a s  th e  case c a lle d  for» Wounded
and d e l i r io u s  s o ld ie r s  screamed and sh riek ed  in  t h e i r  agony,
w hile o r d e r l ie s  c a r r ie d  o u ts id e  th e  am putated lim b s. A fte r
a  few m inutes of t h i s ,  Grant decided he p re fe r re d  th e  r a in ,
25
and he re tu rn e d  to  th e  com parative s a n ity  of h is  t r e e .
G ra n t 's  s o ld ie r s  were in  l i t t l e  b e t te r  shape th a n  t h e i r
commanding g e n e ra l. Many of h is  s o ld ie r s  could  n o t r e s i s t
w andering o f f ,  t r y in g  to  f in d  food or hun ting  f o r  word of
m issing  r e l a t i v e s  o r f r ie n d s .  Orders were f o r  th e  men to
s ta y  on th e  a l e r t ,  however,_and to  be prepared  in  case of a
Rebel n ig h t a t ta c k .  The r a i n f a l l  only added to  th e  m ise r ie s
of th e  hungry, unhappy Union s o ld ie r s ,  w hile g u n f ire  from
th e  Lexington and T y ler in te r ru p te d  th e  s le ep  o f many of
26
th e  fe llo w s  who t r i e d  to  nap in  th e  mud.
Much of th e  ammunition su p p lie s  th a t  la y  around a t  
th e  Landing became com pletely  w atersoaked , w hile  th e  many 
in d iv id u a l s o ld ie r s  were hard  p ressed  to  keep t h e i r  m uskets 
and c a r t r id g e s  d ry . The only l i g h t  was from b o l ts  of 
l ig h tn in g ,  and th e  men who t r i e d  to  move around in  th e  
darkness tr ip p e d  and stum bled over broken down wagons, 
h o le s  or b o d ie s . Wounded h o rses  and wounded men added 
c r ie s  of t e r r o r  and pain  to  th e  loud  th u n d e rc lap s  and th e
25
G rant, Memoirs. 181.
26
Jordan  and Thomas, "Rem iniscences of an Ohio Vol* 
u n t e e r , " 312; B arber. Army Memoirs. 56; C o c k e r il l ,  "A Boy 
a t  S h ilo h ,"  28, 29.
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27
sharp  ex p lo sio n s of th e  n av a l guns.
The only ch ee rin g  n o te  f o r  th e  Union army a t  P i t t s ­
burg was th e  a r r i v a l  of massed re in fo rc e m e n ts . J u s t  a f t e r  
d ark  Lew W allace*s ta rd y  d iv is io n  a r r iv e d  a long  th e  F ed era l 
r i g h t .  A fte r  th e  i n i t i a l  co n fu sio n  caused  by G ra n t’s 
o rd er to  W allace Sunday m orning, th e  T hird D iv is io n  f i n a l l y  
l e f t  Crump’s lan d in g  a long  th e  Shunpike Road ( P urdy-C orin th  
Road), W allace b e lie v e d  he was supposed to  fo llo w  t h i s  
ro u te  and move in  to  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  a t  abou t t h i s  p o in t ,  
where he assumed Sherman was engaged n e a r  S h iloh  Church.
With a l l  of h is  d iv is io n ,  excep t a  sm all detachm ent to  
guard Crump’s Landing, W allace made a f a i r l y  qu ick  march 
tow ard th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  G rant a p p a re n tly  assumed th e  T hird 
D iv is io n  would come by th e  ro ad  n e a re s t  th e  r i v e r ,  th e  
Hamburg and Savannah Road, in s te a d  of by th e  lo n g e r and more 
c i r c u i to u s  round th ey  a c tu a l ly  to o k .
When W allace f a i l e d  to  a r r iv e  a t  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  in  
what G rant assumed to  be adequate  tim e , he se n t m essengers to  
h u rry  W allace. These a id e s ,  n o ta b ly  h is  a id e  de camp, t h i r t y -  
e ig h t  year o ld  C aptain  W illiam  Rowley, f i n a l l y  found Wallace 
on what they  assumed was th e  wrong ro a d . When Rowley demanded 
to  know what th e  Ind ianan  was do ing , W allace became s l i g h t ly  
r a t t l e d  and agreed  t c  counterm arch h is  d iv is io n , u sin g  
some sh o r t coun try  ro a d s , and l in k  up w ith  G rant a c ro ss
27
Throne, Cyrus Bovd D iary . 35,
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the Snake Greek Bridge on th e  Hanbxirg and Savannah Eoad*
I r o n io a l l j  by fo llow ing  th e  Grant-Eowley u rg in g s , Wallace
did the  Union army a m ajor d is s e rv ic e .  I f  Wallace had
ignored G ra n t 's  u rg in g s and continued  along h is  o r ig in a l
l in e  of march, he would have s tru c k  th e  Confederate army on
i t s  exposed l e f t  f la n k . At th e  very  l e a s t ,  Johnston would
have been fo rced  to  d iv e r t  B re c k in r id g e 's  tro o p s  toward th e
Shiloh Church p o s it io n  to  c o n ta in  th e  Union Third D iv is io n .
I t  i s  even p o ss ib le  th a t  W allace m ight have ro u ted  the 
28
Southern army.
About 6:30 P. M., th e  advance elem ents of W allace 's
men crossed  over Snake Greek Bridge, and w ith in  a few
29
m inutes jo in ed  up w ith  th e  main Union army. Kelson s 
D iv ision  was a lre ad y  being  f e r r i e d  a c ro ss  th e  Tennessee, th e  
l a s t  u n i ts  c ro ss in g  th e  r i v e r  around 8:30 or 9. This gave 
Grant two f r e s h  d iv is io n s  a lre a d y  in  p o s it io n , and s t i l l  
more tro o p s  a r r iv in g  every  few m inu tes.
During the  long Sunday, Grant ap p a ren tly  fo rg o t he 
had tro o p s in  Savannah o th e r  th an  K e lso n 's . Around 9 
P. M., one of G ra n t's  s t a f f  o f f ic e r s  reached Savannah and 
ordered David Wood's F o u rteen th  W isconsin In fa n try  to
28
Jordan and Thomas, "Reminiscences of an Ohio 
V o lu n te e r ," 312.
29
Heed, Shiloh . 51; E . , X, p a r t  1, I 69 , I 70 , 
175- 190» W. T. Sherman to  W. E. Rowley, Ju ly  15 , I 88I ,
W. E. Rowley ftip ers , I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  L ib rary ; 
Lew Wallace to  Henry H alleck , March 4 , I 863, W. E. Rowley 
Papers; W allace, i n  A utobiograuhy. I I ,  503- 6O3 .
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disem bark a t  once and proceed to  P it ts b u rg  Landing, The
reg im en t, v h ich  had been under arms a l l  day, w aitin g  fo r
o rd ers  to  move, was im m ediately drawn up in  l i n e .  Colonel
Wood announced to  h is  men th a t  he. had perm ission  to  move.
He th en  asked them i f  they  were read y . The men shouted ,
"Yes, " a lth o u g h  P riv a te  E lish a  S tockw ell, J r .  kept h is
mouth sh u t, th in k in g  th a t  he would r a th e r  rem ain where he
was. The reg im ent qu ick ly  boarded a  steam er, reach ing
P itts b u rg  around 11 o 'c lo c k , where th e  men were q u ick ly  
30
disem barked,
Where was th e - r e s t  of B u e l l 's  army? The Second,
F i f th  and S iz th  D iv isions were badly  s tru n g  out along the  
road  to  Savannah e a r ly  Sunday morning. About 8 or 9 o 'c lo c k  
in  th e  morning, th e  s o ld ie r s ,  p r iv a te s  and g en e ra ls  a l ik e ,  
were alarm ed by th e  sounds of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  in  th e  d is ta n c e . 
The tro o p s  were ordered to  drop ev ery th in g  except th e i r  
muskets and to  in c re a se  th e i r  pace. The F i f th  D iv is io n  
began s tr a g g l in g  in to  Savannah around 8:30 or 9 Sunday 
n ig h t .  By m idnight or a l i t t l e  a f t e r ,  a l l  of G eneral T, L, 
C r i t te n d e n 's  F i f th  D iv ision  was in  Savannah, e i th e r  a lre a d y  
on steam ers heading  fo r  P ittsb u rg  or w a itin g  a t  th e  wharf
30
Edgar Houghton, "H istory  of Company I ,  Four­
te e n th  W isconsin In fa n try , from October 15, 1861 to  
October 9 , 1865 ," The W isconsin Magazine of H is to ry , ZI 
(Septem ber, 1927), 27; 0, R ,, Z, p a r t  1, 371; A bernethy, 
E lish a  S tockw ell. 14; U n id en tified  Union s o ld ie r  of the  
T h ir ty - fo u r th  I l l i n o i s  In fa n try , " S h ilo h ," M iscellaneous 
P apers, U l in q i s  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  L ib ra ry .
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31
f o r  an empty steam er.
About m idn igh t, G eneral A lexander McCook’s u n i t  
s ta r te d  a r r iv in g  in  Savannah, th e  l a s t  tro o p s  reach in g  th e  
town abou t 5 or 4 A. M. A s iz e a b le  t r a f f i c  jam developed 
in  downtown Savannah, a s  th e  s o ld ie r s  a r r iv e d  too  f a s t  f o r  
th e  steam ers to  t r a n s p o r t  them to  P i t ts b u rg .  Even G ra n t 's  
h ead q u arte rs  v e s s e l ,  th e  T ig re ss , was p ressed  in to  th e  
s e rv ic e  o f hau lin g  tro o p s  and equipment; bu t th e  sn a r l-u p  
in  th e  town con tinued .
Some of the  s team b o a ts ' c a p ta in s  had l i t t l e  en thu­
siasm  f o r  t h e i r  jo b s , p robab ly  fe a r in g  t h e i r  boats would be 
damaged i f  caught under f i r e  a t  th e  Landing. Many of th e  
v e s s e ls  brought loads o f cowardly s t r a g g le r s  to  Savannah, 
w hile o th e rs  a r r iv e d  f i l l e d  w ith  wounded. Between th e  
s t r a g g le r s  and th e  wounded, i t  proved a  slow  and d i f f i c u l t
p rocess to  empty them and th e n  re lo a d  t r a n s p o r ts  a t  th e
32
com parative ly  sm all Savannah w harf.
Around m idnight i t  s ta r t e d  r a in in g ,  th en  h a i l in g .  
Most of th e  town houses were f i l l e d  w ith  wounded, so many 
of th e  army had to  l i e  down to  s le ep  in  th e  backyards, 
gardens and s t r e e t s .  S leep ing  in  th e  mud would o rd in a r i ly  
have been counted a  h a rd sh ip , but most of B u e l l 's  men were
5Î
C harles B r ia n t, H isto ry  of th e  S ix th  Regiment 
Ind iana  V olun teer I n fa n try . ( In d ia n a p o lis  : i 5q1^. 101^
102; Cope, F if te e n th  Ohio. 108.
32
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so t i r e d  from th e  h o t march of th e  day th a t  they  q u ic k ly
dozed offe  A few of th e  more f in ik e y  d id , however, t r y  to
33
f in d  an  unoccupied porch  or shed to  s le e p  under.
About 4 A. M., a steam er c a r r ie d  th e  S ix tee n th
In fa n try  Regiment to  P it ts b u rg , and th e  men scram bled
a sh o re , pushing back a  crowd of s t r a g g le r s  who t r i e d  to
fo rc e  t h e i r  way on th e  b o a t. Many of B u e l l 's  reg im ent
had tro u b le  w ith  s t r a g g le r s  a t  th e  Landing, bu t one by one
th e  u n i t s  of th e  Army of th e  Ohio disem barked and were
34
g ra d u a lly  moved in to  p o s i t io n .
B u e ll’s men had a  bad tim e t r y in g  to  f in d  t h e i r
a ss ig n ed  p o s it io n s  i n  th e  dark , f o r  th e  ground seemed to
be l i t e r a l l y  covered w ith  G ra n t's  s le e p in g  s o ld ie r s .  The
new a r r i v a l s  kep t s te p p in g  on th e  s le e p in g  b e a u tie s , causing
a  c e r t a in  amount of bad language to  be exchanged. One
In idanan  tr ip p e d  and landed  on to p  o f a  group of s le e p in g
men. Awakened from h is  slumber so suddenly , one b ru ised
and s t a r t l e d  F ed era l y e l le d , "Tnere i s  a  ho rse  lo se  in
camp; he has ju s t  passed  r ig h t  over u s , and I  b e liev e  has
35
broke some of my r i b s .  * Another s le e p in g  s o ld ie r ,  p o ss ib ly
33
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a  member of th e  P o r ty - th ird  I l l i n o i s ,  woke np w ith  a man 
s tan d in g  on h is  le g .  He y e l le d ,  "Got dam f o r  h e l l ! "  and 
scram bled to  h is  f e e t .
B esides stum bling over G ra n t 's  s le ep in g  men, some 
of th e  new a r r i v a l s  ra n  in to  t r e e s ,  banging t h e i r  heads 
and bloodying t h e i r  noses th o ro u g h ly . In  th e  con fusion  and 
dark n ess, some of G ran t’s s o ld ie r s  a c c id e n tly  cap tu red  
G eneral B u e ll w hile  he was t ry in g  to  guide some of h is
36
tro o p s  in to  p o s i t io n .
The la n d in g  of tro o p s  and a r t i l l e r y  la s te d  a l l  
n ig h t and on in to  th e  m orning, w ith  th e  combat s tr e n g th  of 
th e  Union fo rc e s  a t  P it ts b u rg  s te a d i ly  in c re a s in g . Grant 
and B uell do n o t seem to  have d iscu ssed  any coo rd ina ted  
c o u n te ra tta c k  p lan , but by common consent bo th  th e  Army of 
th e  Ohio and th e  Array of th e  Tennessee prepared  to  advance 
a t  f i r s t  l i g h t  of day.
Bone o f B u e ll 's  reg im en ts had been in  a m ajor b a t t le  
b e fo re , a lth o u g h  many of them had p a r t ic ip a te d  in  minor 
a c tio n s  in  Tennessee, Kentucky and w estern  V irg in ia .
Troops from th e  T h ir ty - fo u r th  I l l i n o i s  had c lash ed  w ith  
John Hunt M organ's Confederate H aiders near B ash v ille  in  
March, w hile th e  F if te e n th  Ohio had fough t a t  a c tio n s  a t  
P h i l ip p i ,  l a u r e l  H i l l  and G a rr ic k ’s Ford, V irg in ia , and
 3 3 ---------------
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37
a t  "Woodsonville, Kentuclcy,
A ll of B u e ll 's  reg im ents were w e ll t r a in e d ,  w e ll 
equipped, and i tc h in g  f o r  a f i g h t  w ith  th e  wicked "reb s" .
As th e  sun ro s e ,  th o se  of B u e l l 's  s o ld ie r s  who were a lre a d y  
a t  P i t ts b u rg  munched hard  ta c k  and drank bad co ffee  in  
p re p a ra tio n  f o r  what was obviously  going to  be an e x c itin g  
morning.
Only a  few hundred yards away, C onfederate s o ld ie r s
began waking up a t  th e  o rd ers  of t h e i r  o f f i c e r s .  Most of
th e  S ou therners were in  good s p i r i t s ,  f o r  th ey  f e l t  th e
b a t t l e  was r e a l l y  over—save f o r  a l i t t l e  mop-up. They
38
were about to  g e t  th e  shock of t h e i r  l i v e s .
On Sunday a fte rn o o n , a f t e r  re c e iv in g  B eau regard 's  
o rder to  w ithdraw  f o r  th e  day, th e  C onfederate army 
p u lle d  back about an average of a h a l f  m ile . J u s t  about 
every b rig ad e  in  th e  Southern army had l o s t  i t s  o rg an i­
z a t io n a l  in t e g r i t y  during  th e  d a y 's  long f i g h t ,  and during 
th e  hours of dark n ess, l i t t l e  was or could  be done to  p a tch  
up th e  v a r io u s  s c a t te re d  u n i t s .  At dawn, Monday morning 
th e  Southern army was s tre tc h e d  out in  a confused l i n e ,
37
U n id e n tif ie d  Union s o ld ie r  of th e  T h ir ty - fo u r th  
I l l i n o i s  In fa n try , "S h ilo h ,"  "M iscellaneous P apers, I l l i n o i s  
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running from Jones f i e l d  to  th e  edge of th e  C a n tre ll  f i e l d .  
There vra.s no p a r t ic u la r  o rder of b a t t l e .  Rebel u n i t s  would 
f ig h t  on Monday in  about th e  o rder they  camped th e  n ig h t 
b e fo re , from r ig h t  to  l e f t ,  B eauregard 's  l in e  of b a t t l e  was 
v e ry  roughly  Chalmers' M iss is s ip p ia n s , some s c a t te r e d  u n i t s  
from th e  r e s t  of W ith ers ' D iv is io n , th e  C rescen t Regiment, 
Maney's f i r s t  Tennessee; th e  rem nants of S te w a rt’s B rigade, 
re in fo rc e d  by B a te 's  Second Tennessee and Tappan 's T h ir­
te e n th  A rkansas; C leburne, w ith  fragm ents of th re e  of h is  
reg im ents and a la rg e  number of s t r a g g le r s  from o th e r  
commands; S ta tham 's B rigade, T rab u e 's  command, A nderson’s 
command, G ibson’s B rigade, which was in  com parative ly  good 
shape; Wood's and fragm ents of R u s s e l l 's  B rigade, and 
Pond 's L ouisianans on th e  extreme Union l e f t .
P a r tly  by a c c id e n t and p a r t ly  by d es ig n . G ra n t 's  
army took over th e  r ig h t  t h i r d  of th e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  w ith  
B u e l l 's  army assuming th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  of th e  c e n te r  and 
l e f t ,  lew W allace 's  f r e s h  d iv is io n  occupied G ra n t 's  extreme 
r i g h t .  Sherman, w ith  fragm ents of h is  d iv is io n ,  was to  
W allace’s l e f t .  Me d e m a n d  had perhaps f o r ty  p e rcen t of 
h is  A p ril 5 e f f e c t iv e s  in  p o s i t io n  on Sherm an's l e f t ,  w hile 
H u rlb u t’s D iv is io n  he ld  th e  l e f t  of th e  Army of th e  Tennessee. 
The P ourth  D iv is io n  was probably  in  th e  b e s t shape of th o se  
p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  th e  Sunday’s f ig h t in g .  P r e n t i s s ' and 
W. H. 1 . W allace 's  u n i ts  sim ply no lo n g er e x is te d , excep t 
a s  s c a t te re d  fragm ents a t ta c h e d  to  u n i ts  of o th e r d iv is io n s .
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in c lu d in g  so ae  i n  B u e l l 's  arm y. Many o f G r a n t 's  o th e r
reg im en ts were so bad ly  b a tte re d  th a t  they  could no t be
deployed in  th e  b a t t l e  l in e  ané^were h eld  in  what was
59
eu p h e m is tic a lly  c a l le d  th e  re s e rv e . N elson 's  
D iv is io n , which was th e  f i r s t  to  lan d  a t  P i t ts b u rg , he ld  
th e  extreme Union l e f t ,  w hile th e  r e s t  of B u e ll 's  tro o p s  
were deployed in  rough ly  th e  same o rd er of d isem barkation . 
C r i t te n d e n 's  D iv is io n  was on N elson’s r i g h t ,  w hile 
MeCook's D iv is io n  was g rad u a lly  deployed on C r i t te n d e n 's  
r i g h t ,  a s  i t  reached th e  f r o n t .
The g i a n t  N e lso n , a  b la c k  plume i n  h i s  h a t ,  a ro u s e d  
h i s  t h r e e  b r ig a d e s  w e l l  b e fo re  d a y l ig h t  Monday m o rn in g .
About 3 A. M ., he waded th rough  th e  mud and d r iz z le  to  
re a c h  Colonel Ammen's command p o st a t  th e  fo o t  of a la rg e  
t r e e .  "Colonel Ammens,"  Nelson thundered , "you w i l l  put 
th e  Tenth in  m otion, as soon as you can see to  move a t  
dawn; f in d  th e  enemy and whip him. " /Wheeling h is  mag­
n i f i c e n t .  i f  somewhat bedraggled b lack  h o rse , ab o u t.
N elson  headed  f o r  h i s  N in e te e n th  B rig ad e  t o  g iv e  th e  same
40
m essage to  C o lo n e l W illiam  Hazen.
Ammen's s o l d i e r s  washed dovm t h e i r  b r e a k f a s t  c r a c k e r s  
w i th  lo n g  g u lp s  o f T ennessee  H iv e r w a te r  b e fo re  f a l l i n g  in to
39
Throne, Cyrus Boyd D iary . 36; H uff, "C iv il War 
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l i n e .  Two companies from each, of th e  b r ig a d e s ’ th re e
reg im ents were ordered forw ard as sk irm ish e rs , to  develop
4 l
th e  enemy’s p o s i t io n . Meanwhile Hazen and Bruce,
N elson’s two rem aining b rigade commanders, rece iv ed  word 
of th e  coming advance, and were busy form ing t h e i r  reg im en ts 
in to  l i n e .
Nelson d isp a tch ed  an a id e  to  go t e l l  G eneral B uell 
th a t  th e  F ourth  D iv is io n  was ready  to  go. J u s t  a s  th e  sun 
came up, B uell d ire c te d  Nelson to  s t a r t  h is  advance. With 
Ammen’s Tenth Brigade on th e  l e f t ,  & izen’s N ineteen th  
Brigade on th e  r i g h t ,  and B ruce’s Twenty-second Brigade in  
th e  m iddle, th e  d iv is io n  moved forw ard in to  D i l l  Branch.
To cover h is  l e f t  f la n k , Ammen d isp a tch ed  p a t ro ls  to  
beat up th e  L ick  Greek swamp a re a . S lip p in g  and s l id in g  on 
the  wet -g rass  and g in g e r ly  s te p p in g  around an o ccasio n a l 
b lo a ted  co rp se . N elson’s B luecoats c ro ssed  D il l  Branch and 
c a u tio u s ly  ascended th e  o p p o site  r id g e .  Most of th e  men 
were tho rough ly  soaked from th e  n ig h t ’s deluge, w hile t h e i r  
b re a k fa s t was sc a rc e ly  f i l l i n g ;  but t h e i r  minds h a rd ly  
n o tic ed  t h e i r  b o d ie s ’ d isco m fo rts . The only th in g  on th e  
s o ld i e r s ’ minds was: where were th e  R ebels? At l e a s t  t h e i r  
p ercu ssio n  r i f le s .w o u ld  work, d e s p ite  th e  dampness.
Mounted on ’’Old Bob”, Colonel Ammen rode ahead of 
the  b rig ad e , d is reg a rd in g  th e  sp ray  of w ater when he bumped
Eannaford, The S to ry  of A Regiment. 571, 572.
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s tra y  bushes and lim bs. From a few hundred yards in  f r o n t ,
the  s o ld ie r s  could hear o ccasio n a l b u rs ts  of f i r i n g ,  as
th e  sk irm ish e rs  encountered B reck in rid g e’ s p ic k e ts .  The
sun was out and s ta r te d  alm ost im m ediately d ry ing  out th e
s o ld i e r s ’ c lo th in g , but i t  d id  l i t t l e  good, as th e  tro o p e rs
42
stumbled in to  th e  s t i l l  wet bushes.
To th e  r ig h t  and s l i g h t ly  behind th e  Fourth  D iv is io n ,
th e  Second D iv is io n  advanced along and p a r a l l e l  to  the
43
C o rin th -P ittsb u rg  Hoad. P re ss in g  onward, th e  Fourth
D iv ision  c ro ssed  a number of deep ra v in e s , passin g  se v e ra l 
of th e i r  sk irm ish e rs  ly in g  dead or wounded from C onfederate 
p ic k e t f i r e .  Their f e e t  soaking wet from wading th rough  
ankle deep mud, th e  d iv is io n  passed th rough  G eneral J .  G, 
laum an's lo o te d  b rigade camp and th e n  cro ssed  Cloud F ie ld .
As-Hazen‘s Brigade marched a few hundred yards 
f u r th e r  onward, approaching Wicker F ie ld , C onfederate 
a r t i l l e r y  suddenly opened up; 10-pound and 12-pound p ro ­
j e c t i l e s  sp r in k lin g  the  F é d é ra is . B uell, observ ing  th e  
s i tu a t io n ,  se n t an a id e  to  o rd er Weison to  h a l t  and
re c o n n o ite r  th e  p o s it io n . At th e  same tim e B uell d ire c te d
44
C ritten d en  to  move up and support W elson’s r ig h t  f la n k .
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Colonel .Wnen rode up and down th e  l in e  to  re a s su re  
h is  men, c a su a lly  t e l l i n g  them, "low, boys, keep co o l; g ive
45
'em th e  b e s t you 've g o t l "  N elson’s and C r it te n d e n 's  
D iv is io n s  soon resumed th e  advance, pushing back th e  
Southern sk irm ish ers  tow ard t h e i r  a r t i l l e r y  su p p o rt. W ithin 
a few m inu tes, th e  two d iv is io n s  reached th e  a rea  which 
î r e n t i s s ,  Wallace and H urlbut had defended so g a l la n t ly  th e  
day b e fo re . The Peach Orchard was d i r e c t ly  in  f ro n t  of 
N e lso n 's  D iv is io n , w h ile  C r it te n d e n 's  l e f t  f la n k  overlapped 
in  f r o n t  of th e  H o rn e t's  N est. In t h i s  bad ly  to rn  up
46
re g io n , th e  F éd éra is  found th e  C onfederates in  s tr e n g th .
J u s t  beyond th e  Peach Orchard f i e l d ,  th e  Rebels were 
deployed. C aptain  P e lix  R o b e rtso n 's  F lo r id a  B a tte ry , w ith  
i t s  fo u r  Napoleon guns, was deployed a t  th e  so u th e as t edge 
of th e  Peach Orchard, At th e .e a s t  end of th e  Wheat F ie ld , 
about a  q u a r te r  m ile  w est of what became to  be known a s  th e  
"Bloody Pond," was C aptain  Irv in g  Hodgson's F i f th  Company 
of th e  Washington A r t i l l e r y ,  w ith  i t s  two 6-pound smooth­
bores and two 12-pound h o w itz e rs . From t h i s  vantage p o in t ,
th e  D ouisianans could sweep C r i t te n d e n 's  l e f t ,  a s  w e ll as
47
Nelson 8 r ig h t  reg im en ts .
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Both C onfederate b a t t e r i e s  d isch arg ed  an a c c u ra te , 
s te ad y  f i r e  in to  Nelson*s rign-& reg im en ts , sending them 
r e e l in g  back in  d is o rd e r . The Fourth  D iv is io n  l e f t  i t s  
b a t t e r i e s  a t  Savannah f o r  la c k  of t r a n s p o r t ,  so Nelson had 
no e f f e c t iv e  means of co u n te rin g  th e  a c c u ra te  and deadly  
f i r e .  In  d e sp e ra tio n , he sen t word to  B uell fo r  h e lp .
The ma#or g en e ra l responded by sending B a tte ry  H (m) o f th e  
F ourth  U nited S ta te s  A r t i l l e r y ,  c o n s is t in g  of two 12-pound 
h o w itze rs  and two 3 -in ch  Eodman r i f l e s ,  under C aptain  John 
M endenhall. The guns and ca isso n s  careened w ild ly  a s  th e  
cannoneers raced  up th e  Hanburg-Savannah Road to  a s s i s t  
N elson.
M endenhall's gunners q u ick ly  unlim bered th e i r  p ie ce s
a long  th e  sou thern  edge of th e  Wicker F ie ld , f i r i n g  round
a f t e r  round of sh rapne l and s h e l l  a t  th e  C onfederate p ie c e s .
Suddenly an o th er Rebel b a t te ry ,  p o s s ib ly  M cClung's, opened
f i r e  on Mendenhall from a d is ta n t  clump of woods. The
Union gunners qu ick ly  s h if te d  t h e i r  guns around to  meet
48
t h e i r  new fo e , and a h a l f  hour f i r e  f ig h t  ensued.
Taking advantage of th e  C onfederate gunners* d i s ­
t r a c t io n ,  sk irm ish e rs  from Colonel Gideon Moody's N inth  
Ind iana  and C olonel W alter W hitaker's  S ix th  Kentucky, 
both  of Hazen' s B rigade, worked t h e i r  way up c lo se  enough
-----------------5 5 -------------
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to  pepper th e  Rebel gunners w itli r i f l e  f i r e .  The Confed­
e ra te s  abandoned s e v e ra l  of t h e i r  tu b e s , but before H azen 's 
men could  sp ik e  or c a rry  them o f f .  Southern in fa n try  
a tta c k e d  and se n t th e  P ed era ls  runn ing  back to  th e  main 
fo rc e .  Hazen o rdered  Moody to  tak e  h is  rem aining 
companies and support th e  r e t r e a t in g  sk irm ish e rs . The 
Ind ianans moved forw ard  a sh o r t d is ta n c e  u n t i l  they  came 
to  a r a i l  fence n ear a  c a b in . Taking cover behind p o s ts , 
th e  Ind iana s o ld ie r s  engaged in  a f i e r c e  exchange of 
m usketry w ith  tro o p s  from C leburne’s and S te w a r t 's  
commands.
B a te 's  Second Tennessee and Tappan 's T h ir te e n th  
Arkansas moved up and began a heavy f i r e  in to  th e  
H oosiers and th e  r e s t  of Hazen’s B rigade. Some of th e  
Second Tennessee to o k  cover behind a la rg e  f a l l e n  t r e e ,  
w hile much of th e  reg im ent drew some p ro te c t io n  from a 
s l i g h t  r i s e  in  th e  ground. The Tennesseans possessed  a 
b e a u t i f u l  f l a g ,  p re sen ted  to  them by Miss M atilda Cheney, 
of G a la tin  County, a r e l a t i v e  of C aptain  Jo e -fy re e . Cor­
p o ra l Andrew Is la n d  r e s te d  th e  f la g  a g a in s t  a t r e e  w hile 
he d id  some sh o o tin g , and H azen's sharpshoo ting  coun try  
boys prom ptly r id d le d  i t .  Indeed, s tan d in g  or craw ling  
n ea r th e  f la g  proved an  e x c e lle n t  way to  g e t sh o t. One 
F ed era l Minie b a l l  s h a t te re d  th e  s to c k  of P riv a te  ¥ . E. 
Teatm an's p rized  S p rin g f ie ld  r i f l e ,  a lth o u g h  he escaped 
u n h u rt. A fte r  t h i r t y  or f o r ty  m inutes of s tead y  f i r i n g ,  
th e  H oosiers r a n  sh o r t of c a r t r id g e s ,  and Moody ordered
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them to  f a l l  back a few yard s and tak e  s h e l te r  w hile more
49
ammunition was brought up,
Tihile th e  Ind ianans had t h e i r  show g o in g , Colonel 
F a l te r  C. w h itaker and h is  S ix th  Kentucky engaged th e  Con­
f e d e ra te  in fa n try  and a r t i l l e r y  in  th e  woods n o r th  of th e  
Peach Orchard, The S outherners were a p p a re n tly  t ry in g  to  
p e n e tra te  a gap between C r it te n d e n ’s D iv is io n  and N elso n 's  
r i g h t  f la n k , b u t t h e i r  p lan  was thw arted  by H azen 's quick
p e rc e p tio n  of th e  s i tu a t io n  and h is  t r a n s f e r  of in fa n try
50
over to  th e  gap,
Mendenhall was having h i s  problem s w ith  th e  South­
e r n e r s .  His r e g u la r  army gunners s ile n c e d  a  fo rc e  of 
C onfederate a r t i l l e r y ,  f i r i n g  on them from th e  f r o n t ;  but 
o th e r  Southern guns opened up on th e  F ed e ra l b a t t e r y ’s 
r i g h t  f la n k . The E ebels had th e  ran g e , and th e  Yankee 
c a p ta in  was fo rc e d  to  suddenly  d isp e rse  h is  tu b e s  to  
avo id  having them overwhelmed. For perhaps an  hou r, th e  
r e g u la r s  and th e  C onfederates tra d e d  rounds w ith  in d e­
c i s iv e  e f f e c t .  Then soon a new tro u b le  broke o u t, and 
M endenhall was fo rc ed  to  abandon h is  d u e l in  o rd er to  
proceed pounding a Rebel in f a n tr y  a s s a u l t .
J u s t  to  th e  w est of Wicker F ie ld  C onfederate
7^
0. R ,, X, p a r t  1 , 294 , 324, 325 , 341, 342 , 348, 
349; ^ z e n ,  A N a rra tiv e  of M il i ta ry  S e rv ice . 2o; F , E. „  
Yeatman, "Memoirs, C onfederate C o lle c tio n ,
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in f a n try  a s s a u lte d  H azen's B rigade. Tliree companies of 
th e  S ix th  Kentucky were posted  to  support th e  guns, w hile 
th e  r e s t  of th e  S ix th  Kentucky, th e  N inth Ind iana  and the  
F o rty “f i r s t  Ohio were posted  to  i t s  r i g h t .  The re g u la r  
army gunners poured in  round a f t e r  round of case sho t a t  
th e  S o u th ern ers , f i n a l l y  s h i f t in g  to  c a n is te r  as th e  
C onfederates c lo sed  in .  Hazen’s r if le m e n  d ischarged  a 
heavy shower of Minie b a l l s  a t  th e  R ebels, who prom ptly 
h a l te d  and began f i r i n g .
F earing  th e  S ou therners m ight overwhelm th e  b a t te ry ,
Hazen ordered h is  drummers to  sound th e  charge . As the
drums bea t out th e  h a rsh  s ta c c a to  of th e  charge , h is
s o ld ie r s  f ix e d  bayonets and surged  fo rw ard . The Rebels
were fo rc ed  back, lo s in g  s e v e ra l p ieces  of a r t i l l e r y .
A fte r  advancing s ix  or seven hundred y a rd s , th e  a t ta c k  was
f i n a l l y  s t a l l e d ,  a s  th e  S ou therners made a s ta n d , and
Hazen was r e lu c ta n t ly  fo rced  to  o rd er h is  b rigade to  f a l l
51
back to  i t s  o r ig in a l  p o s i t io n .
While Hazen was busy w ith  h is  p a r t  of th e  b a t t l e ,  
sharp  f ig h t in g  f l a r e d  to  th e  l e f t  of th e  Hamburg-Savannah 
Road. C au tiously  advancing to  av o id  w alking in to  an 
ambush, Ammen’s soggy s o ld ie r s  tra d e d  sh o ts  w ith  r e t r e a t in g  
C onfederate p ic k e ts .  The men were wet but c h e e r fu l ,  and 
eager to  engage th e  R ebels . As th ey  moved fo rw ard , th e
51
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men c a s t  ca u tio u s  g lances a t  th e  r i g h t ,  in  th e  d ir e c t io n  of 
th e  heavy f i r e  from Hazen *s engaged b rigade « When Menden­
h a l l ' s  tubes l e t  go t h e i r  f i r s t  round, th e  Tenth Brigade 
e n th u s ia s t ic a l ly  cheered . The l in e  of advance was f a i r l y  
uneven, as  th e  s o ld ie r s  c a r e f u l ly  stepped around th e  
hundreds of dead and wounded s o ld ie r s  spraw led a l l  around
on th e  ground. Dying men scream ed, "Oh God, have mercy!
-52
Oh God! Oh God!"
f in a l l y ,  a s  th e  b rigade neared  th e  s o -c a l le d
"Bloody Pond," th e  men were brought under heavy f i r e  from
two C onfederate b a t t e r i e s ,  one to  t h e i r  r i g h t , w est of th e
famous Peach Orchard, and th e  o th e r , R o b e rtso n 's  F lo rid a
B a tte ry , d i r e c t ly  in  f ro n t  of th e  b rig ad e . As th e  Rebel
p r o je c t i l e s  began s l i c in g  th e  F ed era l ran k s , th e  n o rth e rn
in f a n t r y  were o rdered  to  l i e  down on th e  ground, w hile
sk irm ish e rs  were deployed forw ard  to  scou t th e  ground fo r  
53
C onfederates*
Trying to  d is lo d g e  two enemy b a t te r ie s  w ithou t 
a r t i l l e r y  support was a p t to  be a  n a s ty  b u s in e ss , so 
C olonel Ammen c a l le d  a h a l t  to  p roceed ings u n t i l  some 
F ed era l a r t i l l e r y  could come up . F o rtu n a te ly  i t  was no t 
long  before C aptain  W illiam R. T e r r i l l  re p o r te d  to  
G eneral Nelson w ith  h is  B a tte ry  H, U nited S ta te s  L ight
52
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A r t i l l e r y ,  w ith  two 10-pour r i f l e s  and fo u r  12-pound 
Napoleons, Nelson decided to  break  up th e  b a t te r y  i n  o rder 
to  a ffo rd  a t  l e a s t  some p ro te c t io n  to  h is  e n t i r e  d iv is io n . 
L ieu tenan t F ran c is  G run ther' s two gun s e c tio n  was d i s ­
patched to  th e  r ig h t  to  support. Hazen, w hile th e  o th e r 
two s e c tio n s , West P o in t t r a in e d  L ieu ten an t Jacob Smyser' s
and L ieu ten an t I s r a e l  Ludlow 's, were se n t to  th e  a id  of 
54
Ammen.
T e r r i l l  went r id in g  up th e  Hamburg-Savannah Hoad,
and w ith  a qu ick  sweep of h is  eyes took  in  th e  s i tu a t io n .
E is gun crews g a llo p ed  up w ith  t h e i r  fo u r  Napoleons, and
were soon in  p o s i t io n  and e n th u s ia s t ic a l ly  f i r i n g  
55
away. A fte r  f i r i n g  a few rounds from h is  f i r s t  p o s i t io n , .
T e r r i l l  advanced h is  fo u r  tu b es  to  th e  edge of th e  Peach
Orchard, where he warmly engaged R o b ertso n 's  B a tte ry .
The S outherners were te m p o ra rily  s i le n c e d , b u t th ey
im m ediately bounced back, f o r  R o b e rtso n 's  o rd e rs  were to
56
hold  h is  p o s i t io n  "a t a l l  c o s t ."
T e r r i l l  was soon too  busy to  bo ther w ith  th e  
F lo r id a  R ebels , f o r  Southern in fa n try  was a t ta c k in g .
Screaming l ik e  b e se rk e rs , Confederate in f a n tr y  swarmed in ,  
dead ahead a t  T e r r i l l 's  B a tte ry . In  th e  fa c e  of th e  onslaught
^  -
I b id . . 321, 325.
55
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th e  F ed era l b a t te ry  was withdrawn se v e ra l hundred yards to  
a new p o s i t io n , from which i t  reopened f i r e  a t  th e  advanc­
ing  E eb e ls , Three tim es th e  S ou therners charged th e  
b a t te ry  in  i t s  new p o s i t io n , only to  be stopped w ith  heavy 
b u rs ts  of c a n is te r  and r i f l e  f i r e  from th e  su p p o rtin g  Union 
in f a n t r y .  T e r r i l l ' s  gunners began dropping r i g h t  and l e f t .  
Wounded b a t te ry  ho rses  screamed in  pa in  a s  Rebel b u l le t s  
to r e  t h e i r  b o d ies . S evera l members of th e  T w enty-fourth  
Ohio ran  over to  a s s i s t  th e  beleaguered  Wapoleon gun 
crew s. F in a lly  th e  S ou therners charged a  fo u r th  tim e , but 
Colonel Ammen's r ig h t  wing stood f irm .
The C onfederates had su f fe re d  enough. T e r r i l l ' s
gunners con tinued  hammering a s  th e  S ou therners suddenly
r e t i r e d .  Ammen rode over to  t a l k  to  T e r r i l l ,  and to  a ls o
borrow some b in o c u la rs . The Union gunners l e t  feo a round
from one of th e  tu b e s , and th e  b rigade  commander's h o rse ,
"Old B ob," took  f r i g h t  and stampeded away from th e  b a t te ry
in  th e  d i r e c t io n  of th e  C onfederate in f a n tr y .  Ammen was
f i n a l l y  ab le  to  g e t h is  mount under c o n tro l ,  or th e  Union
army m ight w e ll have l o s t  th e  s e rv ic e s  of a to le r a b ly
57
good b rigade  commander.
C onfederate in f a n try  a ls o  h i t  Ammen's l e f t  wing, but 
h is  s tu rd y  m id-W esterners h e ld  t h e i r  ground. G enerals 
Nelson and B uell came r id in g  by to  in v e s t ig a te  th e
57
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s i t u a t io n ,  and th ey  exp ressed  t h e i r  ad m ira tio n  a t  th e  cool 
way th e  F edera l In fa n try  drove back th e  E eb e ls . F in a lly  
N elson’s D iv is io n  s h i f te d  over to  th e  o ffe n s iv e  and 
s u c c e s s fu l ly  stormed th e  Peach O rchard. The C onfederate 
extreme r ig h t  was badly  mauled and dangerously  weakened in
58
th e  Monday morning a c t io n .
The S ou therners were s t i l l  in  'good s p i r i t s  and 
e x h ib ite d  determ ined a g g re ss iv e n e ss , bu t th ey  were ra p id ly  
being outweighed and ou tfough t by th e  ev e r in c re a s in g  la rg e  
numbers of F ed era l re in fo rc e m e n ts . P erhaps, as Napoleon 
so sim ply pu t i t ,  God i s  on th e  s id e  of th e  s tro n g e s t 
b a t ta l io n s .
3 3 -------------
0 . R ., X, p a r t  1 , 335-340, 342, 353.
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CHA.ÎTEE XV 
VICTORY ?
By 8:30 A, M., th e re  was sharp  sk irm ish ing  a l l  
a c ro s s  Shiloh  f i e l d ,  a lth o u g h  th e  only heavy f ig h t in g  
was on the Union l e f t  where Nelson was engaged. Grad­
u a l ly  General C r i t te n d e n 's  F i f th  D iv is io n  developed 
B re c k in r id g e 's  b a t t l e  l i n e ,  and by 9 or 9 :3 0 , heavy 
f ig h t in g  raged a long  the  a re a  defended by P re n tis s  and
¥ . H. L. Wallace th e  day b e fo re .
The guns o f th e  Washington A r t i l l e r y ,  which had 
plagued N elso n 's  r i g h t  wing, s h i f te d  around to 'b e a r  on 
C r i t te n d e n 's  advance elem ents. The Kentucky U n io n ist
chose to  a t ta c k  w ith  h is  F o u rteen th  BErigade, commanded by
C olonel W illiam  Sooy Smith, a  th ir ty -o n e  y ea r old West 
P o in t- tra in e d  Ohioan, Smith had th e  T h ir te e n th  Ohio, 
L ieu ten an t C olonel Joseph Hawkins, on th e  l e f t ;  th e  
T w en ty -siz th  Kentucky on the  r i g h t .  L ieu ten an t Colonel 
C icero  Maxwell; and the  E leven th  Kentucky, Colonel 
P ie rce  Hawkins, in  re s e rv e . The F o u rteen th  W isconsin, 
Colonel David Wood, was a tta c h e d  to  th e  b rig ad e , and i t  
fough t to  th e  r i g h t  of th e  T w enty-six th . The brigade 
b o ld ly  pushed back some sm all p a r t i e s  of Southern 
sk irm ish e rs , but was g rad u a lly  brought to  a h a l t  by f i r e  
from th e  Washington A r t i l l e r y  and by a sharp  a t ta c k  from 
B re c k in r id g e 's  somewhat jaded tro o p s . S m ith 's  in f a n tr y ­
men stood firm , ra k in g  the  C onfederates w ith  ac cu ra te
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and heavy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  C ap tain  Joseph B a r t l e t t
supported  th e  b rigade  v i t h  h is  B a tte ry  G, F i r s t  Ohio
L igh t A r t i l l e r y ,  fo u r  6-pound guns and two 12»»pound
Wiard r i f l e s .  Union gunners f i r e d  th e  f i r s t  of th e  s i z
hundred rounds th ey  would expend th a t  day. Raked and
to rn  by th e  heavy F ed era l f i r e ,  Statham ordered  h is
M iss iss ip p ian s  and Tennesseans to  f a l l  back, A second
charge was o rd ered , and a g a in  S ta tham 's Brigade broke on
th e  ro c k - l ik e  F o u rteen th  B rigade, The C onfedera tes were
f i n a l l y  persuaded of th e  f u t i l i t y  of d r iv in g  th e  Tanks
from t h e i r  p o s i t io n ,  and began to  f a l l  back to  e s ta b l i s h  
1
a  new l i n e .  ^
Now i t  was th e  F é d é ra is ’ tu rn  to  tak e  th e  o ffen ­
s iv e ,  Smith le d  h i s  reg im en ts  fo rw ard , th e  men walking 
slowly but s te a d i ly  a c ro ss  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  The L ouisiana 
gunners poured some f i f t y  rounds in to  th e  advancing 
Blue l in e ,  te a r in g  la rg e  gaps in  i t .  C aptain  L. D,
Mo Clung brought up two of h is  fo u r  p ieces  to  back up th e  
L ou isianans, and th e  crews of th e se  weapons jo in ed  in  
th e  b arrag e . The K entuckians, W isconsians, and.
Ohioans h a l te d  se v e ra l tim es to  d e l iv e r  cru sh in g  v o lle y s  
of r i f l e  f i r e  in to  th e  C onfederate gun p o s i t io n .  P a rt of 
th e  C rescent L ou isiana Regiment was deployed around the
1
0, R ., X, p a r t  1 , 355, 366; N ash irg ton  A r t i l l e r y  
Order Book, % , L ou isiana H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o llec­
t io n ;  Henry M e lv ille  Leak, "M emoirs," C onfederate 
C o llec tio n ,
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Southern f i e l d  p ie c e s , and th ey  em ptied t h e i r  m uskets a t
Sooy S m ith 's  men, bu t w ith  l i t t l e  e f f e c t .  D isregard ing
heavy c a s u a l t ie s ,  th e  F éd éra is  sim ply k ep t on earning.
The gunners began dropping l ik e  f l i e s ,  w h ile  more th an  a
dozen of th e  p rec io u s h o rses  a ls o  went down. A few of the
gunners abandoned t h e i r  p ie ces  and f l e d ,  but most of them
stay ed  and fo u g h t, d isch a rg in g  loads of c a n is te r  a t  tw enty 
2
yards* ran g e .
The su p p o rtin g  in f a n try ,  badly to rn  up by th e  r i f l e
f i r e ,  s ta r te d  f a l l i n g  back, l ie u te n a n t  John D im itry and
C aptain  W illiam Graham, Company 0, d id  n o t h ea r th e  o rder
to  r e t r e a t  and kep t on d isc h a rg in g  t h e i r  p i s to l s  a t  Sooy's
men. A Union s o ld ie r  sho t Graham in  th e  c h e s t w ith  a  r i f l e
s lu g , but D im itry grabbed him and t r i e d  to  c a rry  him away.
A nother s lu g  h i t  th e  c a p ta in , and D im itry  was fo rced  to
abandon th e  body. As th e  young l ie u te n a n t  tu rn ed  to
fo llo w  h is  men, he was sho t th rough  h is  r i g h t  le g ,  but
3
managed to  escape in  th e  co n fu sio n .
The F éd éra is  swarmed in to  th e  a r t i l l e r y  p o s i t io n , 
s e iz in g  McClung's guns and a t  l e a s t  one lo u is ia n a n .
Before th e  n o rth e rn e rs  could overrun th e  o th e r  f iv e .
C olonel M arshall J .  Smith co u n te ra tta ck e d  w ith  th e  r e s t
2
I b id . ; Washington A r t i l l e r y  Order Book, L ou isiana 
H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n ; John D im itry  to  W illiam 
B u l l i t t ,  N. d . ,  John D im itry P apers, L o u is ian a  S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity  A rch ives; ü. E .,  X, p a r t  1 , 513-515.
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of th e  C rescent E eg io en t. B a r t le t t* s  Ohio gunners 
chopped th e  L ou isianans up as  th ey  rushed  Sooy S m ith 's  
men, but" r e s o lu te ly  th e  S ou therners co n tin u ed , n o t 
f a l t e r i n g .  They smashed p e l l-m e ll  in to  th e  enemy b rig ad e . 
The F éd éra is  abandoned t h e i r  p ie ce s  and f e l l  back abou t a  
hundred y a rd s . Union o f f ic e r s  q u ic k ly  r a l l i e d  t h e i r  
men and t r i e d  to  charge th e  b a t te r y  a g a in . J u s t  th en  the  
F i r s t  M issouri C onfederate Regiment came up in  support of 
M arshall S m ith 's  hard  p ressed  men. A f te r  a v ic io u s  ex­
change of musket f i r e ,  l a s t in g  f o r  s e v e ra l  m inu tes, th e  
U n io n is ts  f e l l  back, and th e  W ashington A r t i l l e r y ,  along 
w ith  McClung's guns, were saved.
The M iss is s ip p ia n s  p ressed  th e  r e t r e a t i n g  F edera l 
s o ld i e r s ,  ro u tin g  out s t r a g g le r s  from behind t r e e s ,  
bushes, and from sm all g u l l i e s .  G-age's and G ira rd y 's  
B a t te r ie s  moved up in  support and opened f i r e  on th e  
r e t r e a t in g  Yanks. U n fo rtu n a te ly , t h e i r  f i r s t  rounds 
were s h o r t and landed  in  th e  F i r s t  M isso u ri, k i l l i n g  
and wounding many of t h e i r  in fan trym en . Most of th e  
M issourians were badly  u p se t by th e  unexpected  h aza rd , 
b u t C orporal John O 'U eil, Company D, r e l ie v e d  th e  te n s io n  
and r a i s e d  a  g re a t  b ig  lau g h  by y e l l in g  to  th e  s o ld ie r s ,  
"Y esterday mornin* you were a fea re d  you would n iv e r  g i t  
in to  t h i s  b a t t l e ,  and I'm  d-ammed i f  I  a i n ' t  a fe a re d  we 
w i l l  n iv e r  g i t  ou t of i t !  F a i th ,  t h e r e 's  no d re ss
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4
parade abou t t h i s  s i t u a t i o n . ”
The Southern a t ta c k  was soon co n ta in e d , and G eneral 
CSrittenden un leashed  h is  re se rv e  E leven th  B rigade. The 
C onfederates f e l t  th e  p ressu re  of C ritten & en 's  D iv is io n  
k een ly , f o r  about 10 A. M., Statham*s and Bowen's r e g i ­
ments were p u lle d  from th e  r ig h t  and se n t over to  b o ls te r
5
th e  C onfederate l e f t  around Shiloh  Church.
The badly  mized Rebel fo rc e s  a g g re s s iv e ly  fough t 
th e  F é d é ra is , bu t were g rad u a lly  fo rc e d  to  y ie ld  ground, 
won a t  such a  p r ic e  th e  day b e fo re . At one p o in t ,  a Confed­
e ra te  c a p ta in  commanded personnel from th e  F ourth , Twenty- 
second and T h ir te e n th  Tennessee. Stum bling over th e  muddy 
ground and t r ip p in g  th rough  b r ia r  p a tc h e s , th e  Tennessee 
command m anfu lly  helped  oppose C r i t te n d e n 's  advance.
One young Tennessean, wandering to  th e  r e a r  to  g e t  
a  wounded l e f t  hand d ressed , wound up in  a Union a id  
s t a t i o n .  A Union do c to r cleaned and d re sse d  th e  R e b e l 's  
wound and gave th e  Tennessean a sho t of brandy. F r iv a te
-----------------5 -------------- ---
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 524; Theodore M andeville to  
Joseph lne R ese t, A p ril 9 , 1862, Theodore M andeville 
P apers; John D im itry to  W illiam B u l l i t t ,  R. d . ,  John 
D im itry  Papers; A. G or dan B lakew ell, " F if th  W ashington 
A r t i l l e r y , " L ou isiana  H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n ; 
Joseph Boyce, "Second D ay's B a t t le ,"  L ou isiana  H is to r ic a l  
A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n .
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Doak, ■who had s tu d ie d  v io l in  f o r  s e v e ra l  y ea rs , n a iv e ly
asked th e  d o c to r i f  he -sjould be a b le  to  p lay  th e  v io l i n
ag a in . The d o c to r , who had no d e s ire  to  see such an
am iable young man r o t t i n g  in  a  p r is o n  pen, t e s t i l y  to ld
Doak, "Young man, you "trill never p la y  th e  f id d le  a g a in .
I f  you don’t  leav e  h ere  and g e t to  C o rin th , the  chances
a re  you w i l l  never p la y  your p a r t  in  l i f e ;  you w i l l  be
v e ry  i l l —your s t a t e  of h e a lth  low—and you’re  going to
6
s u f fe r  v e ry  much. îïow, go, "
C onfederate o rg a n iz a tio n  con tin u ed  to  break  down on
th e  r i g h t ,  and th e  S ou therners were fo rc e d  to  g ra d u a lly
g ive  ground. At one p o in t .  Colonel M arshall Smith p icked
up th e  C rescent Regim ent’s f la g  and le d  a re c k le s s  bayonet
charge , h a l t in g  f o r  a l i t t l e  w hile th e  F edera l advance.
The W ashington A r t i l l e r y  was so badly b a tte re d  th a t  i t  had
to  be •wlthdra'sm from th e  f i e l d ,  le a v in g  behind s ix  men and
t h i r t y  h o rse s , dead. A ll tw enty of th e  b a t te r y ’s
7
wounded were c a r r ie d  o f f  s u c c e s s fu l ly ,
Ry noon, C r itte n d e n ’s men had ta k en  the  H o rn e t’s 
Kest and Duncan F ie ld ,  and was p rep a rin g  to  move tow ard 
S a m e ’s F ie ld .  W ithout f r e s h  r e s e rv e s ,  th e  C onfederates
-----------------5 ---------------
Theodore M andeville to  Joseph ine Rozet, A p ril 9 , 
1862, Theodore M andeville Papers; Henry M, Soak, "Memoirs," 
C onfederate C o lle c tio n ,
7
Samuel L a tta  to  w ife , A p r i l  12 , 1862, C onfederate 
C o lle c tio n ; Theodore I-Iaüdsville to  Josephine Rozet, A p ril 
9 , 1862, Theodore M andeville Papers; Order Book, W ashington 
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were sim ply unable to  with.stan.cL t h e i r  num erica lly  su p e r io r  
enemy.
McCooh’s Second D iv is io n  went in to  a c t io n  much l a t e r
th a n  Kelson*s and Q ritt-enden’s u n i t s ,  due to  i t s  l a t e
a r r i v a l  from Savannah. I t  was abou t 12 A. M., when
G eneral A lexander MeCook le d  h is  th re e  b rig ad es under f i r e ,
McCook im m ediately launched  h is  F o u rth  B rigade, under
G eneral L ovell Rousseau, a t  Colonel Irabue *s Confederate
b rig ad e . For more th a n  an  hour, th e se  two u n i ts  s la sh ed
and pounded a t  each o th e r , w hile th e  r e s t  of th e  Second
D iv is io n  moved up in to  p o s i t io n .  Rousseau was supported
by C aptain  George S to n e 's  B a tte ry  K, F i r s t  M isso u ri, w hile
Trabue was backed up by B yrne 's  Kentucky B a tte ry . There
was l i t t l e  in  th e  way of w ild  ch a rg in g , th e  men on both
s id e s  p re fe r r in g  a l e s s  s p e c ta c u la r  and le s s  s trenuous
8
long -range f i r e  f.-’g h t.
S o lid  sho t and s h e l l s  passed  f r e e ly  over th e  heads 
of th e  contending  in f a n try  as  S to n e 's  and B yrne 's B a tte r ie s  
fough t i t  o u t. F in a l ly  a f t e r  more th a n  an hour, th e  Union 
guns were s ile n c e d , probably  from a sh o rtag e  of ammunition. 
The Southern gunners th e n  depressed  th e i r  s ig h ts  and began 
h a r ra s s in g  MeCook's in f a n t r y .  Some of th e  f i r e  was q u ite
8
Carman, "Diary of Amos G lo v e r ," 266; Reed, S h ilo h , 
65; 0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 303; Kirwan, Johrin.y Green. 3O;
R obert B arry , "A S o ld ie r 's  L e tte r  from S h ilo h , " H a m e r 's  
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a c c u ra te , w hile C onfederate sh a rp sh o o te rs  a ls o  to o k  a
goodly numoer of c a s u a l t ie s  in  R ousseau 's  inexperienced
b rig ad e . Suddenly one company of r e g u la r s ,  belonging  to
th e  F i r s t  B a tta l io n , S ix teen th  Ü. S. In fa n try , C aptain
Edwin Townsend, broke and headed f o r  th e  r e a r ,  se iz e d  by
one of those cu rio u s  p an ics  th a t  sometimes h i t  experienced
tro o p s . F ed era l o f f ic e r s  q.uickly r a l l i e d  th e  men, one
o f f ic e r  s t r ik in g  a t  them“ w ith  h is  sword blade and p i s t o l
b a r r e l .  With c r ie s  of "get back to  your p la c e s , back or
d i e , " and "back, back! Meet your f a t e  l ik e  men, n o t
cow ards!" th e  r e g u la r s  were f i n a l l y  d riv en  back to  th e i r  
9
p la ce s  in  l i n e .
S evera l tim es th e  S ou therners d id  advance, once
try in g  to  s e iz e  S to n e 's  B a tte ry , bu t R ousseau 's Brigade
h e ld . The F ourth  Brigade ra n  s h o r t of ammunition, but d id
manage to  advance to  th e  Wolf F ie ld ,  when p a r t  of T rabue' s
Brigade was shunted o ff  to  an o th e r ps.rt of th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .
The F éd éra is  cap tu red  a couple - f  p ie ces  of a r t i l l e r y ,
tak en  by the  S ou thetners th e  day b e fo re , but th ey  f a i l e d
to  score any k ind  of d e c is iv e  k i l l ,  and th e  C onfedera tes ,10
in c lu d in g  Byrne’s B a tte ry , were e a s i ly  ab le  to  reg ro u p .
9
Frank Peak, "A Southern S o ld ie r 's  View of th e  War,"
2^, Frank Peak P apers; Barry, "A S o ld ie r 's  L e t te r  from
S h ilo h ,"  A p ril  5 , 1915.10
B ria n t, S ix th  Regiment In id ia n a . 108, 109; 0, R ,,
X, p a r t  1 , 309; Eirwan, Johnny Green. 305; Frank Peak7 "A
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His supply o f c a r t r id g e s  f i n a l l y  exhausted ,
Rousseau p u lle d  hack, and McCook se n t in  h is  newly 
a r r iv e d  F i f th  B rigade, under C olonel Edward N, K irk .
I t s  o rd er of b a t t l e  from l e f t  to  r i g h t  was Colonel F red erick  
Stumbaugh, Seven ty -seven th  P ennsy lvan ia , th e  only E aste rn  
reg im en t se rv in g  w ith  e i th e r  G rant o r B uell; th e  T h ir ty -  
f o u r th  I l l i n o i s ,  Major C harles levanway; T h i r t ie th  In d ian a , 
Colonel Sion Bass; and th e  T w enty-ninth In d ian a , L ieu tenan t 
Colonel David Dunn.
From i t s  second p o s i t io n  of th e  day, B yrne 's B a tte ry
gave K irk 's  Brigade i t s  baptism  of f i r e ,  sp r in k lin g  i t
w ith  6 and 12-pound rounds. Some of th e  sh o ts  were a l i t t l e
h ig h  and passed th rough  th e  t r e e s  overhead of th e  b rig ad e ,
but many s tru c k  home. As th e  C onfedera tes zeroed in  on
th e  T h ir ty - fo u r th  I l l i n o i s '  f l a g ,  an o f f ic e r  f i n a l l y  to ld
th e  c o lo r  b e a re r  to  "lower th e  f l a g .  They can see i t  and
have our ra n g e ."  I t  was a l i t t l e  l a t e ,  f o r  j u s t  th en  a
s h e l l  b u rs t in  th e  m idst of th e  I l l i n o i s  men. C orporal
C h arles  la in e s  was to sse d  tw enty o r t h i r t y  f e e t  and was
co n s id e rab ly  c u t up, but th e  o f f ic e r  who had ju s t  spoken
la y  on th e  ground, both  le g s  s h a t te r e d .  S evera l o th e r
members of th e  T h ir ty - fo u r th  were a ls o  s tru c k  down by th e
11
same p r o j e c t i l e .
The Seven ty -seven th  Pennsylvania  s u c c e s s fu lly
11
Payne, H isto ry  of th e  T h ir ty - fo u r th  I l l i n o i s .  342,
343.
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ta n g led  w ith  th e  Tw entieth Tennessee, c a p tu rin g  i t s
c o lo n e l, Jo e l B a tt le .  Amidst heavy f i r i n g ,  K irk 's  men
k ep t up a somewhat je rk y  advance, d r iv in g  in  th e  d i r e c t io n
of th e  Water- Oaks Bond. Rousseau managed to  o b ta in  more
c a r t r id g e s  f o r  h is  men, and soon re jo in e d  th e  advance,
h e lp in g  push back th e  m isce llan eo u s c o l le c t io n  of Rebel 
12
u n i t s .
About 1 :30 or 2 o 'c lo c k , McCook se n t in  h is  l a s t  
b r ig ad e , G ibson 's  S ix th . C onfederate sh a rp sh o o te rs  
peppered th e  b rigade as  i t  moved up, k i l l i n g  or wounding 
many s o ld ie r s .  Gibson deployed th re e  of h is  reg im en ts , th e  
P o rty -n in th  Ohio, L ieu ten an t Colonel A lb e rt Blackman; 
F if te e n th  Ohio, I4ajor W illiam W allace; and th e  T h ir ty -n in th  
In d ian a , Colonel Thomas H arriso n , on th e  l e f t  f la n k  of 
McCook. Confederate a r t i l l e r y  suddenly opened up on th e  
F if te e n th  Ohio as i t  deployed, b u rs tin g  a s h e l l  in  th e  
reg im en ta l l in e  and bad ly  m auling Companies H and E. 
C orporal D eniston , Company K, had a fo o t smashed by th e  ex­
p lo s io n . He jumped around th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  on h is  undamaged 
fo o t ,  scream ing in  extrem e agony, before s t r e t c h e r  b e a re rs  
f i n a l l y  managed to  c a rry  him to  th e  r e a r .  C orporal 
Campbell, Company E, was t e r r i b l y  mangled by th e  ex p lo sio n . 
Knowing he could  n o t l i v e ,  he begged h i s  f r ie n d s  to  shoot 
him and end h is  agony, but no one was w i l l in g .  The
12
Reed, S h iloh . 65, 66.
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P if te e n th  Ohio was scon fo rc ed  to  take  cover on th e  
ground.
The t e r r a i n  was uneven and covered w ith  t r e e s  and 
undergrow th. As, th e  Ohioans f i r e d  t h e i r  heavy 69 c a l ib e r  
m uskets, the  haze from th e  smoke added to  th e  o th e r un­
fav o rab le  c o n d itio n s , made v i s i b i l i t y  im p o ssib le . Most of 
th e  Union s o ld ie r s  sim ply f i r e d  b lin d ly  in  th e  d ir e c t io n  
o f th e  enemy, or a t  muzzle f la s h e s  a s  th e  wind sometimes 
w afted th e  smoke away.
Gibson had one o th e r  reg im en t, th e  T h irty -second  
In d ian a , under Colonel August von W illic h , an a rd en t 
communist and re v o lu tio n a ry  and one o f th e  most experienced  
s o ld ie r s  in  th e  e n t i r e  U nited S ta te s  Army. As th e  T h ir ty -  
second moved up, McCook detached  von W illich  and h is  German- 
Americans to  s tre n g th e n  R ousseau 's  l e f t  wing. The regim ent 
advanced a t  th e  doub le-qu ick  and executed  a w ell d is c ip l in e d  
bayonet charge a g a in s t  a p a r ty  of C onfederates who were 
th re a te n in g  Rousseau. The German-Americans were h i t  by 
w ith e rin g  b la s t s  of m usketry eind c a n is te r  from t h e i r  
enemy's guns, but they  fo rc ed  th e  Southerners to  f a l l
13
back.
In t h i s  a t ta c k ,  th i r ty - o n e  y ea r John Leonhard 
Huber, Company D, l o s t  h is  l i f e .  He had been in  America
13
Cope, P if te e n th  Ohio. 124, 125; 0, R ., X, p a r t
1, 303 , 317 .
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only e ig h t m onths, having a r r iv e d  from Germany in  A ugust,
1861. Unable to  f in d  work in  Lawrenceburg, In d ian a , he
decided  to  jo in  some old  f r ie n d s  from Germany, who had
a lre a d y  e n l is tp d  in  th e  army w ith  von W illic h . He "went
c h e e r fu l ly  in to  b a t t l e , but u n fo r tu n a te ly  had to  s a c r i f i c e  
14
i s  l i f e . "
In th e  fa c e  of rep ea ted  C onfederate c o u n te ra tta c k s , 
McCook s t i l l  managed to  g ain  ground, bu t n e i th e r  he n o r any 
o th e r  u n i t  of B u e l l 's  army was ab le  to  ach ieve a  b reak  
th rough . The P ed e ra ls  were making the  same m istake th e  
S ou therners had committed th e  day befo re  in  no t c o n c e n tra t­
in g  th e i r  fo rc e s  on one s e c to r  of th e  b a t t l e f i e ld  and 
overwhelming th e  enemy’s l i n e .  In s te a d , F ed era l s tr e n g th  
was spread  a l l  a long  th e  th re e -m ile  f r o n t ,  and hence l o s t  a 
good dea l of i t s  potency.
While B u e ll’s army hammered a t  th e  Hebei r ig h t  and 
c e n te r .  Grant a t ta c k e d  on th e  C onfederate l e f t .  E lem ents 
o f Sherman’ s , McClernand’s and H u rlb u t’s D iv is io n s , p lu s  a 
few b i t s  and p ie c e s  of w= W allace’s and P r e n t i s s ’
d efu n ct o rg a n iz a tio n s , a s s a u lte d  th e  C onfederate l e f t ,  th e
15
commands of G enerals Buggies and Cheatham.
Î4
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I t  -was 9 or 9 :30 in  th e  morning before G ra n t 's  
weary tro o p s  were ab le  to  s e r io u s ly  engage th e  even more 
weary C onfedera tes . I f  th e  S ou therners were t i r e d ,  they  
were s t i l l  f i l l e d  w ith  f ig h t in g  s p i r i t ,  f o r  G ra n t 's  
s o ld ie r s  soon found them selves under heavy a t ta c k .  The 
f ig h t in g  rocked back and f o r th  f o r  perhaps an hour, w ith  
n e i th e r  s id e  ab le  to  score d e c is iv e ly .
About 10 A. M., General Euggles ordered R andall 
G ibson’s Brigade to  a t ta c k ,  la c k in g  th e  N ineteen th  
L ou isiana , which had become se p a ra te d  th e  n ig h t b e fo re , 
Gibson n e v e rth e le s s  s tru c k  w ith  a g re a t  d ea l of f o rc e .  The
a t ta c k  was somewhat bogged down because of th e  muddy
ground over which th e  brigade had to  p ass , but Beauregard 
se ize d  a b a t t l e  f la g  and ga llo p ed  out in  f ro n t  of th e  men 
and urged them to  advance ag a in . The L o u is ian an s ' and 
Arkansans* m a r t ia l  s p i r i t s  were r a is e d  by B eauregard 's  
example, and th ey  swarmed in to  th e  Union p o s i t io n . A 
F ed era l b a t te ry  was overrun and cap tu red , and a number of
p r iso n e rs  were tak en . Some of th e  N orthern in fa n try  
r a l l i e d  in  an oak grove and h i t  th e  T h ir te e n th  L ou isiana 
w ith  r i f l e  f i r e .  S everal Southerners went down, bu t the  
L ouisianans q u ick ly  rushed th e  new Union p o s i t io n , causing  
th e  F édéra is  to  break fo r  i t .  One Union s o ld ie r  stepped 
out from behind a t r e e  to  su rre n d e r , but th e  C onfederates* 
b a t t l e  blood was up. The Southern s o ld ie r s  raked th e
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Yank v l th  musket b a l l s ,  a lthough  s e v e ra l Rebel o f f ic e r s
ordered  t h e i r  men to  hold  t h e i r  f i r e .
The f ig h t  rocked back and f o r th  in  seesaw fa sh io n
as  f i r s t  th e  Southerners and th en  th e  F éd éra is  would r a l l y
and c o u n te ra tta c k . Major Avegno was badly wounded, but
h is  men kep t on f i r i n g .  F in a lly  th e  T h ir te e n th  L ou isiana
and F i r s t  Arkansas were fo rced  to  f a l l  back to  n ea r Shiloh  
16
Church. The Fourth  L ouisiana a s s a s u lte d  a second Union
b a t te ry ,  and was badly cu t up and f i n a l l y  d riv en  to  take
cover in  a deep rav in e  about o n e -fo u rth  of a m ile from 
17
S hiloh  Church.
Even a s  G ibson 's  men were f i n a l l y  re p u lse d , heavy 
f ig h t in g  raged  on th e  extreme C onfederate l e f t ,  or Union 
r i g h t ,  a s  Lew W allace 's  Third D iv is io n  f i n a l l y  went in to  
b a t t l e ,  a  day l a t e  bu t c e r ta in ly  no le s s  w il l in g .  Confed­
e r a te  fo rc e s  in  f r o n t  of W allace 's  u n i t  were com parative ly  
weak, c o n s is t in g  of p a r ts  of Pond 's B rigade, fragm ents of 
a  couple of Tennessee reg im en ts, and a se c tio n  of a r t i l l e r y  
belonging to  Ketchum's B a tte ry = When W allace 's  men f i r s t  
advanced th a t  morning th e  two guns were ordered  forw ard to  
support th e  Confederate in f a n try .  W a llace 's  N inth Ind iana 
B a tte ry , C aptain  Noah Thompson commanding, opened f i r s t
16
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f i r e  on th e  Southern gunners. The two C onfederate guns,
brought in to  a c t io n  d e s p ite  th e  Union f i r e ,  were soon
busy dropping rounds in to  th e  enemy's ra n k s . The Ind iana
gunners averaged alm ost two hundred rounds p e r gun on
Monday, a good p o r tio n  of them f i r e d  a t  Ketchum's guns;
but most of them e i th e r  oversho t or f e l l  s h o r t .  A 6-pound
b a l l  d id  bowl over one of th e  Alabama gunners, but he was
18
th e  only c a su a lty  f o r  over an hour.
The E ig h teen th  L ou isiana  advanced and engaged
W allace 's  sk irm ish e rs , bu t was brought under a p a r t ic u la r ly
a c cu ra te  a r t i l l e r y  b a rra g e , probably  from B itte ry  I ,  F i r s t
M issouri L ig h t A r t i l l e r y .  Exploding s h e l ls  k i l l e d  or
wounded a number of e n l i s te d  men, w hile s o l id  sho t r ip p ed
th rough  t r e e s ,  s p a t te r in g  th e  L ouisianans w ith  jagged
wooden s p l i n te r s .  Mouton f i n a l l y  ordered h is  men to  f a l l
19
back a  few hundred yards and tak e  cover on th e  ground.
G radually  th e  whole of Pond 's B rigade, in c lu d in g  
Looney’s long l o s t  T h ir ty -e ig h th  Tennessee, was committed 
to  th e  f ig h t  w ith  W allace. G eneral Bragg began moving up 
a d d i t io n a l  b a t t e r ie s  and in f a n t r y  to  oppose W allace, and 
a f t e r  a sharp  a r t i l l e r y  d u e l, th e  S ou therners launched a 
v ic io u s  a t ta c k  on L ieu ten an t T h u rb er's  B a tte ry  I ,  F i r s t
P h il  Bond to  b ro th e r , A p ril 25, 1862, "Record of 
th e  Alabama S ta te  A r t i l l e r y , " 3 l8 i 
19
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M isso u ri. A fte r  a sharo  ezchaugs of f i r e ,  W a llace 's
20
F i r s t  Brigade rep u lsed  th e  O oofederates.
About 10 : 30, W allace ordered h is  th re e  b rigades to  
advance, th e  F éd éra is  d r iv in g  back C onfederate sk irm ish ers  
u n t i l  th ey  ra n  in to  a s tro n g  fo rc e  of R ebels under G eneral 
Bragg. W allace su s ta in e d  sharp  lo s s e s  from Ketchum's 
guns and from th e  f i r e  of th e  Tennesseans and’ lo u is ia n a n s . 
B eliev ing  he was about to  be a s s a u lte d , W allace h a lte d  
and began b rin g in g  up h is  r e s e rv e s .  A fte r  w a itin g  some 
m inu tes, W allace found he was n o t under a t ta c k ,  and he 
decided  to  a g a in  take  th e  i n i t i a t i v e .  Before he could 
a c t .  C onfederate tro o p s  under Buckner and Hardee co u n ter­
a tta c k e d  McCook and C ritte n d e n , and Bragg suddenly threw  
p a r t  of P ond 's  Brigade and se v e ra l o th e r reg im en ts a g a in s t  
W allace ' s l e f t  f la n k .
For a few m inutes i t  seemed as  though th e  peppery
Ind ianan  m ight be i s o la te d  from th e  r e s t  of th e  Union
21
army, and perhaps d es tro y e d . The a t ta c k ,  however, began 
to  f la g ,  and Beauregard decided to  p e rso n a lly  in te rv e n e . 
Grabbing up a  b a t t le  f l a g ,  he le d  th e  E ig h teen th  L ouisiana 
and a  Tennessee regim ent forw ard a g a in s t W allace. I t  was 
to  no a v a i l ,  however, f o r  th e  exhausted R ebels were 
unable to  ro u t  t h e i r  n u m erica lly  su p e r io r  fo e . The
20
0. R ., X, p a r t  1 , 171.
21
P h il Bond to  b ro th e r , A p ril 23, 1862, Ten^y, 
"Record o f th e  Alabama S ta te  A r t i l l e r y , "  318,319; 0, R .,X , 
p a r t  1 , 171* ”  *”
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Indianan had won. ^  re fu s in g  to  pan ic  and by c a re fu l ly  
employing h is  r e s e rv e s , n a llac e  s t a l l e d  B ragg 's c o u n te r-  
th r u s t .
About 1 o 'c lo c k  or 1 :30  P. M., Wallace ag a in  s h if te d  
to  th e  o ffe n s iv e , s te a d i ly  pushing back th e  C onfederate 
extreme l e f t .  The Southern army was no t p h y s ic a lly  capable 
o f  co n ta in in g  i t s  la rg e r  fo e . !̂ y 2 P. M., Beauregard 
probably  had no more than  tw enty thousand e f f e c t iv e s  capable 
o f opposing th e  Union a t ta c k .  G ra n t 's  army counted a t  l e a s t  
te n  or tw elve thousand e f f e c t iv e s  from the tro o p s  th a t  had 
s ta r te d  the  b a t t le  Sunday, w hile B u e ll 's  a r r i v a l  added more 
th a n  tw en ty -fiv e  thousand f r e s h  tro o p s  to  th e  Union t o t a l .  
The s i tu a t io n  grew in c re a s in g ly  c r i t i c a l .
A ll during  th e  morning th e  Creole hoped and prayed 
f o r  the  a r r i v a l  of Van Born. I f  th e se  tw enty thousand 
f re s h  tro o p s  a r r iv e d , Beauregard planned a d e v a s ta tin g  
f la n k  and f r o n ta l  a s s a u l t  on th e  Union r i g h t .  When a 
c o u r ie r  a r r iv e d  from C orin th  w ith  news th a t  Van Born was 
s t i l l  m iles away, Beauregard knew th e  game was up. With­
out f re s h  tro o p s , th e re  was no p o ss ib le  hope of a Southern
v ic to ry ,  and indeed the  e n t i r e  C onfederate army m ight be 
22
d es tro y ed .
22
Cesar P o rta  to  J ,  B. W ilkinson, W. d . , 1862, 
L ou isiana H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n  C o lle c tio n ; H. A ugustine 
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About 1 ? . M., Beauregard s ta r te d  p re p a ra tio n s  f o r
a  w itM ra'w al to  O orln th , M is s is s ip p i.  He issu ed  o rd e rs  to
s t a f f  o f f ic e r s  to  n o t i fy  th e  v a r io u s  u n i t  commanders of h is
d e c is io n . Arrangements were a ls o  made to  deploy tro o p s  and
a r t i l l e r y  to  cover the r e t r e a t .  In p a r t i c u la r ,  b a t t e r i e s
were arranged  in  f ro n t  of S h iloh  Church and on th e  Ridge
Road. C onfederate cav a lry  u n i t s  were ordered  to  burn or
wreck ev e ry th in g  th a t  could n o t be c a r r ie d  o f f .  Hundreds
of te n ts  and g re a t  mounds of su p p lie s , d r ie d  o f f  by the
warm midday sun, ware soon ab laz e ; w hile s o ld ie r s  smashed
23
and cu t a t  th e  m a te r ia l  th a t  was s t i l l  too  damp to  burn.
Colonel A ugustine was d isp a tch ed  to  C orin th  to  p repare
th in g s  th e re ,  a rran g in g  f o r  food and s h e l te r  f o r  the 
24
wounded.
At l e a s t  o r2 Southerner d id  no t want to  r e t r e a t .
One of B eauregard 's  s t a f f  o f f ic e r s  stopped a t  the  Shiloh  
Church h o s p i ta l  to  a rrange f o r  th e  movement of th e  wounded 
to  C orin th . He noted a young Confederate s o ld ie r ,  perhaps 
th i r t e e n  or fo u r te e n  years  o ld , having a  wounded hand 
d ressed  by a d o c to r. The boy.ealm ly rem arked, "Make h a s te ,  
p le a se , d o c to r, I  want to  go back and take  an o th e r sho t a t
23
Ib id . . 320; R ichard L. Pugh to  w ife , A p ril  9, 
1862, R ichard Pugh Papers; Theodore M andeville to  Josephine 
R ozet, A p ril 9 , 1862, Theodore M andeville P apers.
24
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25
th e  Y ankees." I t  was r a p id ly  becoming to o  l a t e  f o r  even
such f ig h t in g  s p i r i t  to  p r e v a i l .
About 2 P. M., th e  co rps commanders s ta r te d  th e
w ithdraw al. B reck inridge moved f i r s t ,  form ing a r e a r  guard
p o s i t io n  near S h iloh  Church. Beauregard to ld  him th a t  th e
army mast be saved a t  a l l  c o s ts ,  adding th a t  " th is  r e t r e a t
26
must n o t be a  r o u t .  "
A l i t t l e  p a s t  2 P. M., G eneral Thomas J .  Wood's
D iv is io n  reached th e  f i e l d ,  and h is  T w entieth  B rigade, under
G eneral and l a t e r  P re s id e n t o f th e  U nited S ta te s  James A,
G a rf ie ld , moved up in  tim e to  c a tc h  some s c a t te re d  f i r e
from withdraw ing C onfederate tro o p s . The men were e x c ite d
and ready  fo r  th e  f r a y .  G a rf ie ld  and h is  s o ld ie r s  could
h ea r trium phant shou ts and y e l l s ,  which seemed to  in d ic a te
a Union v ic to ry .  Walking wounded from o th e r  b rigades
s tra g g le d  p a s t th e  f a s t  moving new a r r iv a l s  exhuberan tly
exclaim ing , "We've got 'em on th e  ru n , boy! Go fo r  'em!
Give 'em the b es t you 've go t in  th e  shop ."  None of
G a r f ie ld 's  men were k i l l e d  or wounded, a lth o u g h  se v e ra l
were b ru ised  by sp en t C onfederate s lu g s . Much to  t h e i r
d isappo in tm en t, th e  brigade was unable to  c a tc h  up w ith
27
th e  r e t r e a t in g  S ou therners.
25
Eoamn, Beauregard. I ,  320.
26
E. A. P o lla rd , The F i r s t  Year of th e  War. (Richmond; 
1862), I ,  308.
27
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Wood's T w e n ty -firs t B rigade, under Colonel George 
Wagner, marched s w if t ly  a c ro ss  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  but f a i l e d  
to  make c o n ta c t . C olonel Cyrus H ines, F if ty -s e v e n th  In d i­
ana, was detached from th e  b rigade and sen t to  support 
H u r lb u t 's  Fourth  D iv is io n , The regim ent loaded i t s  m uskets, 
f ix e d  bayonets, and charged th e  r e t i r i n g  C onfedera tes ,
Small arms f i r e  peppered th e  reg im en t, wounding fo u r  men, 
and s e v e ra l C onfederate a r t i l l e r y  rounds passed  overhead,
but th e  Ind ianans were ab le  to  round up some f o r ty  s tra g g -
28
l e r s ,  in c lu d in g  a c h a p la in .
C onfederate b a t t e r i e s  around S hiloh  Church p c irsd  a
n o isy  fu s i la d e  in  th e  g en e ra l d i r e c t io n  of th e  Union arms
to  keep up th e  i l l u s io n  th a t  th e  main C onfederate fo rc e  was
s t i l l  p re se n t and in  a c t io n .  Gun crews poured round a f t e r
round a t  th e  F éd éra is  in  an ex tra v ag an t and sp e c ta c u la r
d isp la y  o f d e s tru c tiv e n e s s . The F éd éra is  made no a ttem p t
to  overwhelm the  r e a r  guard fo rc e , and around 3:30  th e  l a s t
of th e  guns were h itc h e d  up and hau led  o ff  on th e  road
toward C o rin th , Except f o r  a  few s c a t te re d  sh o ts  between
C onfederate s t r a g g le r s  and a  few zealous B luecoated
29
sk irm ish e rs , th e  b a t t l e  a t  S h iloh  had ended.
28
Asburry L, Kerwood, Annals of th e  F if ty -S ev e n th  
Regiment Ind iana V o lu n te e rs : Marches. B a tt le s  and In c id e n ts  
of Army L if e , (Dayton; l&où), 5^ ,57 ; 0. R . , X, p a r t^ i ,3 5 o ,  
381.
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There m s  no p u r s u i t .  Way d id  G rant rem ain q u ie t ly  
on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  in s te a d  of le ad in g  h is  men a f t e r  the  
b a t te re d  C onfederates? His a c tio n s  have never ad eq u a te ly  
been ex p la in ed . In h is  Memoirs. G rant claim ed th a t  he d id  
no t have th e  "h ea rt to  o rder th e  men who had fough t des­
p e ra te ly  f o r  two days " to  pursue, and th a t  he d id  no t
o rd er B uell to ,  s ince  th ey  were so n e a rly  th e  same in  
30
s e n io r i ty .
G ran t’s argument rem ains a l i t t l e  shaky. As an old
r e g u la r  army o f f ic e r .  G rant knew f u l l  w ell t h a t  h is  few
weeks army s e n io r i ty  d id  g ive him command on the  f i e l d .
This was s tan d ard  army procedure , and B u e ll, as an o th er
army o f f ic e r ,  knew i t  a l s o .  B uell m ain ta ined  th a t  Grant
and h is  army d id  n o t want to  pursue, and t h a t  he d id  no t
31
want to  make such an e f f o r t  on h is  own a u th o r i ty .
C e rta in ly  th e  u ltim a te  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  r e s te d  on G rant. 
Perhaps Sherman summed th e  m a tte r  up b e s t in  a conver­
s a t io n  some y ea rs  l a t e r  a f t e r  th e  w ar. When asked why 
Beauregard was n o t pursued , he r e p l i e d ," I  a s su re  you, my 
d ea r fe llo w , we had had q u ite  enough o f t h e i r  so c ie ty  fo r
two whole days, and were only too  g lad  to  be r id  of them 
,32
on any term s.
30
G rant, Memoirs. 184.
31
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32
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I f  Grant had pursued, th e  C onfederates would have 
been in  t ro u b le ,  f o r  th e  march to  C orin th  tu rn ed  in to  a 
n igh tm are. The roads were clogged as  th e  r e t r e a t in g  h o st 
wound out in  a je rk y  l in e  seven o r e ig h t m ile s  lo n g . The 
crude coun try  roads were a lre a d y  in  bad co n d itio n  from the 
march to  S h iloh , and w ith  th e  a d d i t io n a l  r a in  th p t  f e l l  
S aturday and Sunday n ig h t,  th ey  were alm ost im passab le . 
Walking s o ld ie r s  f re q u e n tly  sank to  t h e i r  knees in  th e  goo, 
w hile  th e  wagons and guns were engu lfed  up to  t h e i r  a x le s  
in  many s p o ts .  Cursing and sw eating , th e  hungry te am ste rs  
la sh ed  t h e i r  mules and h o rse s , t ry in g  to  move w ith  t h e i r  
cargos of su p p lie s  and wounded.
Only th e  w orst sho t-up  S outherners were accorded a 
crude bed in  th e  am bulances, coun try  wagons and c a r t s .
When th e se  were a l l  f i l l e d ,  some of th e  mere mangled men 
were loaded on s t r e tc h e r s  and c a r r ie d  th e  tw enty-tw o m iles 
by hand. Men w ith  smashed ey es, deafened e a r s ,  and 
mangled arm s, trudged  th rough  th e  mud, a long  w ith  th e  weary 
but unwounded s o ld ie r s .  E very th ing  was in  a  s t a te  of 
tu rm o il . Each tim e a wagon h i t  a r u t ,  th e  d e l i r io u s  
wounded groaned and screamed in  agony.
About 6 :30  P. M., i t  s ta r t e d  to  r a in ,  and soon th e  
tem pera tu re  began dropping. In  a l i t t l e  w hile  th e  r a in  
tu rn ed  in to  h a i l ,  and m arb le -s ized  b a l l s  la c e ra te d  and 
b ru ised  th e  p i t i f u l l y  t i r e d  anim als and s o ld ie r s  a l ik e .
Most of th e  wounded d id  no t even have a  b lan k e t to  p ro te c t
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them from th e  barrage i a  t h e i r  open v e h ic le s .  Many of th e
unwounded were in  alm ost a s  bad shape. The e x e r tio n s  of
th e  b a t t l e  and th e  p r iv a t io n s  of the  p a s t  f iv e  days had
m a te r ia l ly  weakened t h e i r  b o d ies. Each s te p  was h a rd e r
th a n  th e  l a s t ,  f o r  many of th e  s o ld i e r s ' f e e t  were p i t i f u l l y
33
b l i s te r e d  in s id e  t h e i r  soggy and cracked shoes,
B reck in ridge h a l te d  h is  command a t  M ickey 's to  see
what would tu r n  up, w hile  th e  r e s t  of th e  Southern army
w ea rily  tram ped onward in to  C o rin th , dumping out along th e
34
ro u te  th re e  hundred wounded who had d ie d .
As th e  f i r s t  wounded reached  th e  l i t t l e  M is s is s ip p i 
town, th e  whole p lace  was im m ediately con v erted  in to  a 
g ig a n tic  h o s p i ta l .  Churches, homes, s c h o o ls , and every 
o th e r  conceivab le  s t r u c tu re  was tak en  over f o r  th e  mangled 
men, w hile  hundreds had to  be p laced  out on p o rches, s id e ­
walks and p la tfo rm s a t  th e  r a i l r o a d  d epo t. There were n o t 
enough d o c to rs  and n u rses  to  go around, w hile  many ty p es  of 
m edical su p p lie s  were inadequate  to  meet th e  demand. Soon 
th e  d o c to rs  were busy sawing o ff  mangled and to rn  arms and
33
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le g s ,  lim bs h o p e le ss ly  smashed by M inie b a l l s  or s h e l l
frag m en ts . With t h e i r  crude n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  m edical
s k i l l ,  surgeons could do l i t t l e  but am putate . Weakened by
t h e i r  o rd e a l, many of th e  s o ld ie r s  could  no t stand  th e
shock of am putation , and many exp ired  w ith in  a few h ours.
Tetanus s ta lk e d  th rough C orin th , w hile th e  f a in t  s ick en in g
sm ell of gangrene was v iv id ly  d e tec ted  on many of th e  
35
Rebel s o ld ie r s .
Twenty-two m iles  away th e  Union army faced  a 
s im ila r  m edical c r i s i s .  Only reg im e n ta l m edical u n i t s  were 
a v a ila b le  to  ca re  fo r  t h e i r  wounded, and th ese  were q u ick ly  
overtaxed  by th e  sheer volume of th e  ta s k .  Even before th e  
f ig h t in g  ceased , v o lu n te e r  n u rse s , male and fem ale, la b o red  
w ith  th e  wounded, app ly ing  tem porary bandages. Ambulances 
c a r r ie d  hundreds to  emergency te n t  h o s p i ta ls  or to  th e  few 
permanent s t r u c tu re s  a v a i la b le ,  but on Tuesday th e  m a jo rity  
s t i l l  la y  where they  had f a l l e n ,  p i t i f u l l y  c ry ing  f o r  
su cco r.
People p assin g  by th e  m edical c e n te rs  were o f te n  
sickened  by th e  sounds and odors. Amputated lim bs la y  in  
_ large p i l e s  u n b u ried , w hile th e re  was th e  sweet sm ell of 
blood everyw here. Grant te leg rap h ed  f o r  emergency m edical
35
W iley, The L ife  of Johnny Reb. 263; Horn, Army 
of Tennessee. 148, 149; W illiam  G. S tevenson, T h irteen  
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a id ,  and a number of t r a n s p o r ts  Tirere soon busy ev acu a tin g  
thousands of s o ld ie r s  to  N orthern c i t i e s .
One of B a s i l ’s surgeons, B. J» B. IrTfin, Tforked
m edical m irac le s  on th e  bloody b a t t le f ie ld *  Working tTfenty
hours a day, or b e t t e r ,  he co n s tru c ted  a modern f i e l d
h o s p i ta l  composed of commandeered army t e n t s  capable of
housing t-wo thousand f iv e  hundred s o ld ie r s .  The p a t ie n ts
were seg reg a ted  acco rd ing  to  t h e i r  a i l m e n t w h i l e  the
m edical s t a f f  Tras a ss ig n e d  to  s p e c ia liz e d  fu n c tio n s . Irw in
organized  a c e n t r a l  a d m in is tra tio n  to  handle food , d rugs,
lau n d ry , and ad m ittan ce—a s tream lin ed  method of h o s p i ta l
36
a d m in is tra tio n  f a r  in  advance of e x is t in g  p r a c t ic e s .
One of th e  wounded c o l le c te d  o ff  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  on 
Monday Tra-s General-W . H, 1 , W allace. He was found about 
10 A. M. by F ed era l s o ld ie r s .  He was co ld  and soaked th rough  
and th rough  from th e  n ig h t ’s dampness. S tre tc h e r  b ea re rs  
q u ick ly  c a r r ie d  him to  th e  Landing, from where he Tfas 
ta k en  to  Savannah. Cyrus Dickey, b ro th e r - in - la w  of W allace, 
went on board th e  Minnehaha to  t e ] l  h is  s i s t e r ,  Ann, th a t  
h e r  husband Tzas a l iv e  bu t m o rta lly  wounded.
M'S. W allace soon reached  Savannah to  f in d  h e r 
husband on a co t in  th e  Cherry House. Ann spoke to  h er
3^
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unconscious spouse, who prom ptly awoke and c lasp ed  her 
hand* The chances f o r  h is  s u rv iv a l were n o t good, but he 
seemed to  r a l l y  and h is  pu lse  was s tro n g  and h e a lth y . Such 
was h is  c o n d itio n  on Tuesday and Wednesday th a t  Ann and th e  
r e s t  of th e  fam ily  thought he m ight l i v e .  But on Thursday, 
he became f e v e r is h  and h is  pu lse  began to  drop . W allace was 
f re q u e n tly  co n sc io u s, and was ab le  to  c a rry  on sh o r t con­
v e r s a t io n s ,  but he seemed to  r e a l i z e  th a t  he could n o t 
su rv iv e . Ee touched h is  w ife and s a id , "We meet In  heav en ."  
Soon h is  pu lse  dropped. He s lip p e d  In to  unconsciousness,
and passed away l a t e r  In  th e  day, ap p a re n tly  w ithou t any 
37
p a in .
Tuesday morning found G eneral B rec k in rid g e 's  jaded 
command covering  th e  C onfederate r e t r e a t  w ith  a  fo rce  of 
abou t th re e  hundred and f i f t y  ca v a lry  under Colonel Kathan 
Bedford F o rre s t  out on p a t r o l .  The C onfederate cav a lry  
were re c o n n o lte r ln g  behind th e  r e t i r i n g  S outherners when 
they  observed Union cav a lry  and In fa n try  moving toward them. 
I t  was G eneral Sherman w ith  a reconna issance  fo rc e  of two 
of h is  In fa n try  b rig ad es  and th e  Fourth  I l l i n o i s  Cavalry 
under T. ly le  Dickey, f a th e r - in - la w  of W. H. L. W allace. 
Sherman deployed two companies of th e  Seventy-seventh  Ohio
37
Mrs. W. H. L. W allace to  h e r Aunt Mag, A p ril 29, 
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out in  f r o n t  a s  sk irm ish e rs , v h i le  about two hundred yards
behind rode th e  c a v a lry . F o rre s t took  th e  s i t u a t io n  in  a t
a g lan ce , and decided to  ch a rg e .
Screaming l ik e  w ild  men, th e  S ou therners sp u rred  t h e i r
h o rse s  fo rw ard . Sherman's sk irm ish e rs  took  one look  c t  the
oncoming Rebels and headed f o r  th e  r e a r .  The C onfederate
tro o p e rs  smashed in to  th e  F ourth  C avalry , d r iv in g  i t  back in
con fu sio n  on th e  main body of in f a n tr y .  The S ou therners
paused f o r  a moment to  re lo a d  and th en  a tta c k e d  a g a in .
B u rsts  of buckshot s p a tte re d  th e  Ohio in f a n try ,  k i l l i n g  and
mangling many o f f ic e r s  and men, and throw ing th e  s o ld ie r s
in to  d is o rd e r . T heir shotguns empty, F o rre s t  and h is  men
drew t h e i r  re v o lv e rs  and sp u rred  th e i r  mounts in to  th e
B lu sco a ts , rak in g  th e  h a p le ss  In fa n try  w ith  .44 c a l ib e r
b a l l s .  When th e i r  guns were em ptied, th e  C onfederates
p u lle d  t h e i r  sab ers and began s la sh in g . Troopers who lacked
b lades clubbed th e i r  guns. The Ohioans had had enough, and
p u lle d  back on t h e i r  Second B rigade, which was w a itin g  w ith
38
f ix e d  bayonets and loaded  r i f l e s .
" 33
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As th e  C onfederates sp o tted  th e  Second K rigade, they
began r e in in g  in  t h e i r  m ounts. U nfo rtuna te ly  F o rre s t  was
e i th e r  c a r r ie d  away w ith  th e  excitem ent of the  a f f a i r  or
by a  s p i r i t e d  horse  th a t  g a llo p ed  r ig h t  on in to  th e  new
enemy fo rc e . The Ohioans q u ic k ly  rushed  a t  him from a l l
s id e s , scream ing, "Shoot th a t  mani Knock him o ff  h is
horse  I"  The F éd éra is  were so numerous th a t  they tr ip p e d
over each o th e r . This was probably  th e  only th in g  th a t
saved F o r re s t  from being k i l l e d  or dragged o ff h is  mount.
The Confederate co lo n e l b lazed  away w ith  h is  re v o lv e r  in
one hand and hacked w ith  h is  sa ^ e r in  th e  o th e r. The horse
he was r id in g  was sho t tw ice , and b u l le t s  whined ab o u t the
r i d e r ’s head. F in a lly  one Ohioan shoved h is  musket b a r r e l
a g a in s t  F o r r e s t ’s l e f t  s id e  and p u lle d  th e  t r ig g e r .  The
b u l le t  en te red  ju s t  above th e  h ip , te a r in g  through h is  back
m uscles, f i n a l l y  lodg ing  a g a in s t  M s s p in a l column.
Shaken by th e  blow, th e  co lo n e l alm ost s lip p ed  from h is
sad d le ; bu t he q u ick ly  s te a d ie d  h im se lf , and w ith  a  supreme
e f f o r t ,  fo u g h t M s way o u t, evading th e  c lu tch in g  hands and
menacing gun b a r r e l s .  A lthough b leed in g  badly , he rounded
up M s tro o p e rs  and th e  p lu n d e r, a s  w e ll a s  t h e i r  p r is o n -
59
e r s ,  and executed  a w ithdraw al tow ard Mickey’s .  Sherman 
d id  n o t a ttem p t any k ind  of p u r s u i t .
39
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E eported C onfederate lo s s e s  in  th e  a c t io n  a t  F a lle n
Timbers were a t  l e a s t  two k i l l e d  and n ine or te n  wounded.
Since most of th e  companies invo lved  did  n o t tu rn  in
c a s u a l ty  r e p o r ts ,  th e  a c tu a l  f ig u re s  f o r  th e  C onfederates
were probably two or th re e  tim es h ig h e r . Sherman d id  no t
o f f i c i a l l y  r e p o r t  h is  lo s s e s ,  b u t in  h is  r e p o r t  of th e
a c t io n ,  he mentioned see ing  f i f t e e n  of h is  s o ld ie r s  on the
ground and tw en ty -fiv e  o th e rs  ly in g  around wounded, T e rry ’s
Texas Rangers, o f F o r r e s t ’s command, bagged fo r ty - th r e e
p r is o n e rs , and th e  o th e r C onfederate u n i ts  undoubtedly took
a few, A check of th e  c a su a lty  r e tu r n s  fo r  th e  F ed e ra l
u n i ts  involved  in  th e  a c t io n  in d ic a te s  F edera l lo s s e s  f o r
40
th e  a c t io n  were n o t f a r  sh o r t of two hundred.
This encounter ended th e  S h ilo h  campaign. The Con­
fe d e ra te  army had i n f l i c t e d  g re a t  lo s s e s  in  men and m a te r ia l  
on th e  enemy, bu t had f a i l e d  to  sco re  a d e c is iv e  v ic to r y .  
Sunday, A p ril 6 , was a c le a r - c u t  C onfederate v ic to ry ,  w hile 
Monday was t a c t i c a l l y  a drawn a c t io n .  But i f  th e  Southern 
army achieved a  t a c t i c a l  su ccess , th ey  su ffe re d  a  m ajor 
s t r a t e g ic  d e fe a t .  The Union army was now u n ite d  a t  P i t t s ­
burg , and th e  Confederacy could i l l  spare i t s  lo s s e s  on 
S h iloh  f i e l d .  Beauregard l i s t e d  th e  o f f i c i a l  C onfederate 
lo s s e s  a t  10,699, com prising 1,728 dead, 8 ,012 wounded, and 
959 m issing  or cap tu red . A c tu a lly  t ru e  Confederate lo s s e s
T fo ---------------
0. R , , X, p a r t  1 , 924, 640,
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were much, h ig h e r , p robably  runniog  c lo se  to  tw elve thou ­
sand . The d iscrepancy  in  c a s u a l t ie s  was caused by th e  u su a l 
poor Confederate bookkeeping system and by th e  m o r ta l i ty  
r a t e  of C onfederate o f f i c e r s .  In  many ca ses  a c cu ra te  
accoun ts of lo s s e s  in  in d iv id u a l Southern u n i t s  were no t 
made u n t i l  weeks a f t e r  Beauregard tu rn ed  in  h is  r e p o r t .
O f f ic ia l  Union c a s u a l ty  r e tu rn s  show th a t  G ra n t 's  
army l o s t  1 ,513 k i l l e d ,  6 ,601 wounded and 2,850 m issing  or 
cap tu red , th e  l a t t e r  o ccu rrin g  m ostly  in  W. H. 1 . W a llace 's  
and P r e n t i s s ' D iv is io n s . B u e l l 's  lo s s e s  were o f f i c i a l l y  
l i s t e d  as  241 dead, I 'SO ? wounded and 55 m issing  or cap tu red , 
f o r  a  t o t a l  of 13,047 c a s u a l t ie s  f o r  bo th  a rm ie s . Again 
poor bookkeeping and murderous o f f ic e r  lo s s e s  concealed  th e  
tr u e  p ic tu r e .  L a te r  c a s u a lty  f ig u re s  of th e  in d iv id u a l 
Union b a t t e r i e s  and reg im en ts in d ic a te  t h a t  most u n i ts  
su ffe re d  te a  to  tw enty per ce n t h ig h e r lo s s e s  th an  o r ig in a l ­
ly  re p o r te d . B u e l l 's  f ig u re s  seem to  be v e ry  n e a r ly  c o r r e c t ,  
th e  d isc re p a n c ie s  o ccu rring  in  G ra n t 's  b a t te re d  commands. 
A ctua l Union lo s s e s  probably  ra n  around 14,500 c a s u a l t ie s .
I t  was th e  f i r s t  g re a t  b a t t l e  of th e  C iv il war, and up to  
th a t  tim e th e  m ig h tie s t s tru g g le  ever to  ta k e  p lace  i n  th e  
Am ericas.
S h iloh  perhaps i s  th e  most " i f f y "  b a t t l e  fef th e  
C iv il  War. The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of th e  b a t t l e  have fa s c in a te d  
g e n e ra tio n s  of w r i te r s .  Wbat would have happened i f  th e  
C onfederates had launched t h e i r  a t ta c k  on th e  4 th  o r even
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th e  5 th? What I f  Peabody had n o t sen t out h i s  pre-dawn 
p a t ro l  on th e  6 th ?  What i f  W. H. 1 . W allace had no t 
re in fo rc e d  th e  Jr.lon l e f t ?  I f  th e  C onfederates had 
co n cen tra ted  t h e i r  fo rc e s  a g a in s t  th e  Union r i g h t ,  would 
they  have s h a t te r e d  th e  F e d e ra l l i n e  and cap tu red  
P ittsb u rg  Landing? I t  i s  im possib le  to  p re d ic t  the 
m ight-have-beens of th e  b a t t l e ,  bu t a change in  any of 
th e re  or a wide v a r ie ty  of o th e r  f a c to r s ,  cou ld  have 
meant a decided  change in  th e  d i r e c t io n  of th e  b a t t l e .
More in k  was shed over S h ilo h  th a n  any prev ious 
b a t t le  in  th e  hem isphere. A lto g e th e r p a r t ic ip a n ts  tu rned  
in  229 o f f i c i a l  r e p o r ts ,  encompassing 529 pages, p lu s a t  
l e a s t  th re e  thousand  pages of p u b lish ed  u n o f f ic ia l  
m a te r ia ls .  Ink  and blood a l i k e ,  i t  was t r u ly  a m agn ificen t 
s p e c ta c le .
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On T uesday m orn ing  th e  a r e a  a ro u n d  S h ilo h  lo o k e d  a s  
th o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f m assiv e  c y c lo n e s  had  sw ept o v er i t .  
T here  w ere w recked  w agons, c a is s o n s  and  f i e l d  p ie c e s  
s tre w n  e v e ry w h e re , w h ile  th e  v i l e  odor o f d e ca y in g  f l e s h  
o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  h o r s e s  and  men p o iso n e d  th e  a tm o sp h e re . 
Young t r e e s  l a y  sp ra w le d  aw kw ardly on th e  g ro u n d , s h o t  
down by cannon b a l l s  o r sawed th ro u g h  by th e  r e p e a te d  
im p a c t o f  s l u g s .  C a n te e n s , b a y o n e ts , b ro k en  r i f l e s ,  
h a r n e s s ,  b i t s  o f c lo t h i n g ,  and a  th o u sa n d  o th e r  a r t i c l e s  
o f m i l i t a r y  m a t e r i a l  l i t t e r e d  th e  la n d s c a p e .
Here and th e r e  U nion s t r e t c h e r  b e a r e r s  p ic k e d  up 
wounded F é d é ra is  and  C o n fe d e ra te s , some w eakened by two 
n i g h t s  o f e x p o su re  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  I t  would be 
F r id a y  o r  p e rh a p s  ev en  S a tu rd a y  b e fo re  th e  l a s t  b a t t e r e d  
body, s t i l l  r e t a i n i n g  a  t i n y  s p a rk  o f  l i f e ,  would be r e ­
moved and  c a r r i e d  t o  a  f i e l d  h o s p i t a l .
B u r ia l  d e t a i l s  w ere q u ic k ly  a ssem b led  to  d is p o s e  o f 
a l l  t h e  c o r ru p te d  f l e s h  a s  a  s a n i t a r y  m e a su re . The d ead  
h o r s e s  w ere p i l e d  i n  huge m ounds, doused  w i th  k e ro s e n e , 
and  i g n i t e d .  The b u rn in g  sm e ll  s p re a d  o v e r much o f th e  
F e d e ra l  camp a r e a ,  much t o  th e  s o l d i e r s '  d i s t a s t e .  Work­
in g  w i th  p ic k s  and  s h o v e ls ,  th e  F é d é ra is  soon  c le a r e d  o u t 
deep  p i t s ,  some f o r t y  f e e t  lo n g  by s i x  f e e t  w ide and  t h r e e
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f e e t  in  d ep th . The dead were d isposed  of in  th e se  shallow
c a v i t i e s .  Most of th e  C onfederates were b u ried  in  f iv e
even la rg e r  p i t s ,  721 bod ies being p la n ted  in  th e  la r g e s t
and deepest of th e s e . S o ld ie rs  h itc h e d  ro p es  to  th e  f e e t  or
hands and arms of th e  Rebel bodies and dragged them down to
th e  w aitin g  h o le s , where th e y  were q u ick ly  pushed in .  When
th e  b u r ia l  p i t s  were f u l l ,  Union s o ld ie r s  walked along  th e
edges, k ick in g  and stomping a t  th e  ju t t in g  arms and le g s ,
making them f i t  in s id e  p ro p e r ly . Then th e  shove ls  were used
to  cover th e  h o le s  w ith  th in  la y e rs  of Tennessee s o i l .  I t
was a b r u ta l ,  s icken ing  job  even f o r  th e  most c a llo u s  of
men. By Thursday a f t e r  th e  b a t t l e ,  a l l  but a  few s tr a y
1
bodies la y  beneath  th e  sod .
Most of th e  Union s o ld ie r s  a t  P i t ts b u rg  were in  
r a th e r  so rry  shape. B u e ll ' s men had l e f t  t h e i r  reg im en ta l 
wagons, co n ta in in g  t h e i r  t e n t s  and o th e r  equipm ent, on th e  
road  to  Savannah, w hile many of h is  reg im en ts  had dropped
1
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t h e i r  packs a t  or n ea r Savannah. U n til  th e  wagons and knap- 
sacks could  be r e t r ie v e d ,  most of th e  men of th e  Army of th e  
Ohio had no th ing  bu t t h e i r  weapons and th e  uniform s on t h e i r  
backs.
G ran t’ s s o ld ie r s  were in  Ju s t a s  bad a c o n d itio n ,
most of them having l o s t  a l l  t h e i r  belong ings when th e
S ou therners o verran  and lo o te d  t h e i r  army camps. Even th e
co lo n e ls  and g e n e ra ls  wound up w ith  t h e i r  belong ings in
p o sse ss io n  of p a tch ed -p an ts  C onfedera tes . L ieu ten an t
Colonel Adolph Engelmann, F o r ty - th i rd  I l l i n o i s ,  l o s t  h is
shaving  g e a r , new c o a t,  underw ear, e x tra  un ifo rm s, and a
f i f t y  d o l la r  sa d d le . Colonel Andrew H ickenlooper found
h is  t e n t  com pletely  lo o te d  by th e  S o u th ern ers , and he was
fo rc e d  to  rem ain in  h is  muddy, bloody c lo th e s  of Sunday
and Mohday u n t i l  su p p lie s  a r r iv e d ,  and he was ab le  to
2
purchase new u n ifo rm s. A p r iv a te  in  th e  T w elfth  M ichigan
l o s t  h i s  knapsack, haversack , can teen , o v e rco a t, b la n k e t,
and even a l e t t e r  he had Ju s t w r i t te n  to  h is  sw ee theart 
3
back home.
I f  th e  lo s s  of c lo th in g  and p e rso n a l e f f e c t s  were 
s e r io u s ,  th e  army was faced  w ith  an even more d r a s t i c  
immediate p ro b lem ~ th e  sh o rtag e  of f o o d s tu f f s .  I t  was a
2
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week a f t e r  th e  b a t t l e  b efo re  th e  army could b rin g  p ro ­
v is io n s  by steam er to  re p la c e  th o se  c a r r ie d  am y  or 
ru in ed  by th e  R ebels . In th e  meantime, tro o p s  l iv e d  on 
■what could be sa lvaged  from th e  ru in ed  su p p lie s , or what 
th e y  were ab le  to  purchase from th e  h e lp fu l  army s u t l e i s .  
Most of th e  s o ld ie r s  were a b le  to  f in d  a few soda c rack ers  
to  chew on, but th e se  were n o t p a r t ic u la r ly  t a s ty  or f i l l ­
in g . Even c ra c k e rs  were somewhat sc a rc e , and a dozen th in  
s l i c e s  so ld  f o r  a dime. Eggs were s e l l in g  a t  tw en ty -fiv e  
ce n ts  a p ie ce , w h ile  b u t te r  v a r ie d  from t h i r t y  to  f o r ty  
c e n ts  a pound. Apples c o s t th e  p rev io u s ly  unheard of p r ic e  
of two f o r  a n ic k e l .  Postage stamps ra n  from f iv e  to  
e ig h t  ce n ts  each, a lth o u g h  one s o ld ie r  was ab le  to  p ick  up 
a b a rg a in  l o t  a t  t h i r t y  f o r  one d o l la r .  ¥ r i t in g  paper was 
even more d ea r; however, many s o ld ie r s  were ab le  t o ’ buy
sm all g .u a n titie s  to  drop a few  l in e s  to  th e  fo lk s  back 
4
home.
D espite th e  handicaps and d isco m fo rts  of th e  p o s t­
b a t t l e  camp, th e  s o ld ie r s  were doing some th in k in g  and 
drawing co n c lu s io n s . The a t t i t u d e  of th e  army, or a t  l e a s t  
a s u b s ta n t ia l  p a r t  of i t ,  was t h a t  th e  whole mess tfas 
G ra n t’s f a u l t .  The s o ld ie r s  t o ld  each o th e r th a t  G rant
?
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H is to r ic a l  L ib ra ry ; H ickenlooper, "The B a ttle  of S h i lo h ," 
436 ; Throne, Cyrus Boyd D iary . 41.
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should  have se n t out p a t ro ls  to  avoid  being s u rp r is e d , 
w hile o th e rs  claim ed th e  army camps should have been 
f o r t i f i e d .  I f  th e  commanding g e n e ra l were c a tch in g  c r i t i ­
cism a t  P i t ts b u rg ,  i t  was no wonder th e  fo lk s  back home 
began ask ing  a l o t  of em barrassing  q u e s tio n s .
A lthough vague rumors of th e  b a t t le  a t  P i t ts b u rg  
f i r s t  reached  W ashington, D. 0 . on th e  n ig h t of A p ril 8, 
th e  coun try  a s  a whole go t i t s  f i r s t  co n cre te  news about 
S h iloh  from th e  A p ril 10 is su e  o f th e  New York H era ld . I t
was an account by a co rresp o n d en t, ¥ . 0 . C a r ro l l ,  who had
5
served  as  a v o lu n te e r  a id e  on G ra n t 's  s t a f f ,
C a rro ll  com pletely  whitewashed G rant, ig n o rin g  any
h in t  th a t  th e  g e n e ra l had been ta k en  by s u rp r is e .  The
e n te rp r is in g  co rresponden t went on to  say th a t  G rant had
p e rso n a lly  tu rn ed  th e  t id e  on th e  second day of th e  b a t t le
by le ad in g  a h e ro ic  charge , a s ta tem en t which was u n tru e .
The s to ry  made a  se n sa tio n , and th e  whole U nited S ta te s
6
went mad w ith  jo y .
The f i r s t  warm glow of N orthern  enthusiasm  soon
5
Throne, "L e tte rs  from S h ilo h ,"  237, 238; Payson 
Shumway to  w ife , A p ril 13, 1862, Payson Z. Shumway 
P apers; Throne, Cyrus Boyd D iary . 4-2; Howard K, Beale ( e d . ) .  
D iary  of Edward B ates. 1859-lo66 . (W ashington: 1933), 247, 
2 4 8 ; O atton, G rant Moves South. 251.
6
New York H era ld , A p ril 10, 1862; Emmet C ro z ie r , 
Yankee R e p o rte rs . 1861-1865. (New York: 1956;, 217;
Throne, "L e tte rs  from S h ilo h ," 237-239; Payson Shumway to  
w ife , A p ril 13, 1862, Payson Z. Shumway P apers.
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wore o ff  as young % .lte law  E e id , co rresponden t f o r  th e  
C in c in n a ti G aze tte , under th e  pen name A gate, g o t o f f  h is  
account of th e  b a t t l e  a t  P i t ts b u rg  to  C in c in n a ti .  The 
G azette  ran  h is  m assive l e t t e r ,  and i t  was p icked  up by 
o th e r prom inent new spapers. The G azette  account was a 
r e v e la t io n  to  many Americans who had gone overboard on 
th e  H erald acco u n t. Reid was convinced th a t  th e  army was 
taken  by s u r p r i s e , th a t  Grant and th e  o th e r g e n e ra ls  were 
incom petent, and th a t  the  whole army had narrow ly  a v e rte d  
d i s a s te r .  He charged th a t  th e  army had been s u rp r is e d  in  
i t s  t e n ts  and beds, and th a t  some of them were bayoneted 
befo re  they  could even put on t h e i r  c lo th e s . Eeid made a 
number of e r r o r s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  e s p e c ia l ly  erroneous one 
th a t  P re n tis s  was cap tu red  a t  10 A. M., but on th e  whole, 
h is  account was a rem arkably reaso n ab le  a p p ra is a l  of th e  
b a t t l e ,  co n s id e rin g  h is  own in ex p erien ce  and th e  h e c t ic  
co n d itio n s  under which he worked.
Sy h is  a r t i c l e ,  Reid un leashed  a h u rric an e  of
c r i t i c i s m  of th e  Union command a t  S h iloh . Cowards who had
run  away from th e  b a t t l e  and reached  s a fe ty  in  N orthern
c i t i e s  reg a le d  f r ig h te n e d  c iv i l i a n s  w ith  s to r ie s  of
t e r r i b l e  command s tu p id i ty  and incom petence, scream ing th e
7
whole th in g  was th e  f a u l t  of Union su p e rio r  o f f i c e r s .
7
C ro z ie r , Yankee R ep o rte rs . 210-217; C o r tis so z , 
L ife  of N hltelaw  E eid . 87-89; H ickenlooper, "The B a tt le  
of S h ilo h , '' 407-409.
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Governor David Tod of Ohio howled th a t  th e  ro u te d  
F i f t y - th i r d  and F if ty -s e v e n th  Ohio Regiments were in n o ­
c e n t,  th a t  th e  d i s a s te r  t h a t  had b e f a l le n  them was due to  
"c rim in a l n eg lig en ce"  of G ran t, Sherman, and o th e r g e n e ra ls . 
Ohio e d i to r s  and p o l i t i c i a n s  c a s t ig a te d  G rant as th e  
v i l l a i n  in  th e  p ic tu r e ,  and in  Congress, R e p re sen ta tiv e  
James H arlan of Iowa, d ec la red  th a t  G rant had b lundered  a t  
Belmont, Donelson, and S h ilo h , and had only been saved a t  
th e  l a t t e r  by th e  a r r i v a l  of B u e ll. L ieu ten an t Governor 
Benjamin S tan ton  of Ohio c r i t i c i z e d  G rant in  a newspaper
a r t i c l e  on A p ril 12, saying he ought to  "be c o u rt m a r t ia le d 
8
or sho t « " Ugly rumors began to  c i r c u la te  th a t  G rant i-jas
drunk a t  S h ilo h , a lth o u g h  th e  charge was u n tru e . For y ea rs
s to r i e s  of h is  d rin k in g  would r e c u r  ag a in  and ag a in  as h is
9
f r ie n d s  and enemies rushed  to  a t ta c k  or to  defend him.
8
Lloyd Lewis, Sherman; F ig h tin g  P ro p h e t. (Hew 
York: 1958), 234. Colonel Thomas W orthington claim ed th e  
mess a t  S h iloh  was due to  tre a s o n  on th e  p a r t  of H alleck , 
G ran t, Sherman, and th e  C ongressional Committee on th e  
Conduct of th e  War. Ee demanded to  be c o u r t-m a r tia le d , and 
h is  w ish was f i n a l l y  g ran te d . W orthington l o s t  th e  c a se , 
bu t l a t e r  he pu t h is  s e n s a tio n a l charges in  w r i t in g .
Thomas W orthington, B rie f  H is to ry  of th e  4 6 th  Ohio Volun­
t e e r s . (Washi ng to n : 1872}. See a ls o ,,  W orthington, S h ilo h : 
Or The Tennessee Campaign of 1862, (W ashington; 1872); 
W orthington, Colonel W orthington V in d ic a te d : Sherman' s 
D isc re d ita b le  Record a t  S hiloh  on His Own and B e tte r  
Evidenced (W ashington: 1878) . For an in te r e s t in g  view  of 
W orth ing ton 's  ch a rg es , see E isensch im l, The S tory of 
S h ilo h . 52- 56 .
9
Douglas Putnam, "The B a tt le  of Shiloh,"W ashington 
E o s t. Ju ly  11, 1897; Eugene Roseboom, "The C iv il War E ra , 
I 85O -I873 , " The H is to ry  of th e  S te te  of Ohio. (Columbus: 
c . 1944) , 395.
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The s o ld ie r s  of B u e l l 's  army njexe convinced th a t  G rant
was no t only imcompetent b u t b e so tte d  on th a t  f a t e f u l  
10
Sunday m orning.
I f  th e  army and th e  n a t io n  were u p se t by th e  accu­
s a t io n s  and charges a r i s in g  out of S h ilo h , th e n  th e re  was 
e q u a lly  w idespread J u b i la t io n  over th e  news from Is la n d  
Fo. 10 . A fte r  s e v e ra l weeks of confused and alm ost b lood­
l e s s  f ig h t in g ,  th e  C onfederate b a s tio n  su rren d ered  on A p ril 
7 , to  th e  h ero  of Few ila d rid , G eneral John Pope. A c tu a lly  
i t  was th e  U nited  S ta te s  navy which made p o ss ib le  th e  
c a p tu re , but Pope re c e iv e d  most of th e  c r e d i t  and was soon 
on h is  way to  becoming th e  hero  of th e  r a d ic a l  wing of th e  
R epublican  p a r ty  and many o th e r  Am ericans, as  w e ll .  The 
ca p tu re  n o t only r a is e d  Union m orale and f re e d  P ope 's army 
f o r  o p e ra tio n s  a g a in s t C o rin th , bu t i t  c o s t th e  C onfederate
army seven thousand i r r e p la c e a b le  men ca p tu red , b es id es
11
a  la rg e  amount of p rec io u s  war m a te r ia l .
The r e s t  of B u e l l 's  army, in c lu d in g  Thomas' D iv is io n , 
soon a r r iv e d  a t  Sh iloh  to  be fo llow ed  a few days l a t e r  by 
P o p e 's  command, f r e s h  from i t s  M is s is s ip p i R iver v ic to ry .  
A d d itio n a l f r e s h  reg im en ts came in  from a l l  q u a r te r s ,  and 
th e  army sw elled  in  f ig h t in g  s tr e n g th . The equipment and
10
I b id . ; P. W. S e l l ,  The T h i r ty - f i f t h  Ohio Regi­
ment. (P o rt Wayne : 1894), 64; .Henry Bellamy to  p a re n ts ,
F. d . , 1862, Henry Bellamy P apers.
11 .
G o sn e ll, Guns on th e  W estern W aters. 82; Horn, 
Army of T ennessee. 145; W illiam s, L inco ln  and His G enera ls. 
120.
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su p p lie s  l e f t  behind by th e  Army of th e  Ohio f i n a l l y  a r r iv e d
a t  P i t ts b u rg  a week a f t e r  th e  b a t t l e ,  w hile o th e r supply
sh o rtag es  were q u ick ly  r e c t i f i e d .  One handicap  to  Union
e f f ic ie n c y  was th e  p e r s i s ta n t  bad w eather. I t  ra in e d  alm ost
every day, and te n  days a f t e r  th e  b a t t l e ,  a sharp  co ld  s p e l l12
engulfed  th e  Union army.
The most s ig n l f ic e n t  event a t  P it ts b u rg  Landing was 
no t th e  r a in ,  w eather, or su p p lie s , b u t th e  a r r iv a l  of a 
new army commander, Major G eneral Henry Wager H alleck , On 
-A pril 11, H alleck  a r r iv e d  by steam er and prom ptly took 
charge, much to  th e  c u r io s i ty  and i n t e r e s t  of th e  Union 
s o ld ie r s .  Whatever th e  m e rits  of H alleck  as a s o ld ie r ,  h is  
a r r i v a l  c e r t a in ly  seemed to  have been u s e fu l  from th e  s ta n d ­
p o in t of army morale and d is c ip l in e .  Ever s in ce  th e  b a t t l e  
th e  army had been a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  in  a  s t a te  of chaos. 
D ese rte rs  k ep t wandering o f f  by h itc h in g  r id e s  on steam ers , 
w hile on occasion  waves of panic swept th rough  th e  tro o p s .
In  one in s ta n c e , someone y e lle d  or shouted something about 
a  Rebel a t ta c k ,  and hundreds of men s ta r t e d  running fo r  th e  
r i v e r  in  w ild  p an ic . On Wednesday morning a f t e r  th e  b a t t l e ,  
th e  b a t t l e  tro o p s  from th e  Tw elfth  I l l i n o i s  a b ru p tly  l o s t  
t h e i r  heads and raked  Sherman*s reg im en ta l camp, wounding 
fo u r  men. J u s t  two days a f t e r  t h i s  ex p erien ce , ano ther
12
Ambrose, H is to ry  of th e  Seventh I l l i n o i s . 64-66; 
Carman, Amos G lo v e rT ia rv . 2^6; Douglas Hapeman, D iary, 
A p ril 11, 1862, Douglas Hapeman Papers.
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"bad panic swept th e  army camp as some fo o l  sp read  a f a l s e
alarm  about a t ta c k in g  C onfedera tes. F o rtu n a te ly  o f f ic e r s
13
managed to  r e s to r e  o rd er befo re  anyone was h u r t .
H alleck  qu ick ly  s e t  to  work r e s to r in g  d is c ip l in e  and 
im proving th e  co n d itio n s  of th e  in d iv id u a l s o ld ie r .  Each 
corps commander was made re sp o n s ib le  f o r  h is  own o rg an i­
z a tio n , d is c ip l in e  and supply , w hile an a l l - o u t  d riv e  was
launched to  improve th e  h e a l th  of th e  s o ld ie r s ,  th u s  red u c -
14
ing  th e  number of f i l l e d  h o s p i ta l  beds.
Southward a t  C o rin th , G eneral Beauregard s im ila r ly  
worked to  p repare  h is  army f o r  a c t io n . Work p a r t ie s  were 
soon busy adding to  th e  e x is t in g  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  w hile a 
s tead y  stream  of re in fo rcem en ts  a r r iv e d .  Van B orn 's  tro o p s , 
as w e ll as a few s c a t te re d  reg im en ts , reached  camp in  mid- 
A p ril ,  bu t th e  Creole soon worked out a new ta b le  of 
o rg a n iz a tio n  a llow ing  f o r  th e  new u n i t s .  Confederate morale 
was f a i r l y  h ig h , and th e  s o ld ie r s  much b e t te r  armed th a n  
when they  had s ta r t e d  th e  campaign, th an k s to  t h e i r  cap tu re  
of Union weapons. U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  Southern army su ffe re d  
t e r r i b l y  from d ise a se . Large numbers of s o ld ie r s  c o n tra c te d  
pneumonia during  th e  marches to  and from S h ilo h , w hile th e  
inadequate r a t io n s  c f th e  campaign worked havoc w ith  th e
13
I b id . ; Thompson, R e co llec tio n s  With th e  Third 
Iowa ^ g im e n t . 241; U. S. Grant to  W. T. Sherman, A p ril 
9 , I8é2 ; Ambrose, H alleck . 47, 48.
14 '
I b id . ;  Douglas Hapeman, D iary , A p ril 11, 1862, 
Douglas Hapeman Papers.
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d ig e s tiv e  t r a c t s  and bowels o f th e  men. The p i t i f u l l y
overworked C onfederate m edical s t a f f  found them selves
burdened w ith  a s tag g erin g  s ic k  l i s t  on to p  of th e
15
thousands of wounded to  be ca red  f o r .  Typhoid fev e r
soon made i t s  deadly  appearance, dropping p r iv a te s  and
c o lo n e ls  w ith  equal e f f ic ie n c y . The w ater supply  a t
C o rin th , a lre ad y  in  bad shape befo re  th e  b a t t l e ,  was soon
alm ost com pletely  p o llu te d . During th e  l a s t  week in  A p ril
and in  th e  month of May, te n s  of thousands of C onfederates
became i l l  from d rin k in g  th e  g e rm -f i l le d  w a te r. Southern
re in fo rcem en ts  s c a rc e ly  kep t even w ith  th e  d a i ly  decrease
16
in  e f f e c t iv e s  caused by d is e a s e .
On to p  of a l l  t h e i r  o th e r woes, th e  S ou therners 
su f fe re d  g r e a t ly  from hunger. B âtions were scan ty  both  as 
to  q u a n tity  and q u a l i ty .  G eneral Beauregard rem o n stra ted  
w ith  Richmond a u th o r i t ie s ,  p lead in g  f o r  b e t t e r  commissary
15 ,
"General Order No. 72, Chalmers B rig ad e ,"  A p ril 
7 , 1862, T. O tis  Baker Papers, M is s is s ip p i Department of 
A rchives and H is to ry ; John Cato to  w ife , A p r i l  10, 1862, 
John Cato Papers; Jimmy Knighton to  s i s t e r ,  A p ril  14, 1862, 
Jimmy Knighton P apers; Samuel l a t t a  to  w ife , A p ril 13,
1862, C onfederate C o lle c tio n ; C harles J .  Johnson to  w ife, 
A p ril 15, 1862, C harles James Johnson P apers,
16
Henry M cNeill, D iary , A p ril 28, 1862, Confederate 
C o lle c tio n ; Jimmy Knighton to  s i s t e r ,  A p ril 20, 1862,
Jimmy Knighton P apers; Homan, Beauregard. I ,  383 ; Edwin H. 
Pay to . w ife , A p ril 21, 1862, B e ll I .  W iley, "T his In fe rn a l  
War" The C onfederate L e tte r s  of SGT. Edwin H. Pay. (A ustin ; 
0 . 195o). 28 : T a y lo r .-R e lu c tan t R ebel. 39; W iley, L ife  of 
Johnny Reb. 247; W illiam s, P. G. T, Beauregard. 152; 
Theodore M andeville to  Josephine Rozet, A p ril  19, 1862, 
Theodore M andeville Papers.
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17
arrangem ents, t u t  met •with, sc an t su ccess .
C onfederate morale plummeted badly  as th e  ne-ws of 
th e  f a l l  of ile'w O rleans reached  th e  camp. To th e  men i t  
seemed as though th ey  were being surrounded by enemy arm ies 
on a l l  s id e s .  Most of th e  s o ld ie r s  would have •welcomed 
a b a t t l e  as  a p le a sa n t r e l i e f  from th e  s ick n ess  and tedium 
of l i f e  a t  C o rin th , but u n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  Union army was 
n o t to o  o b lig in g  about g iv in g  any k ind  of f i g h t .
H alleck  would no t budge from P itts b u rg  lan d in g  u n t i l  
h is  army was a t  maximum s tr e n g th , f u l l y  equipped, w ell 
su p p lie d , and a t  l e a s t  com parative ly  com petently  t r a in e d ;  
b es id es  i t  was u s e le s s  to  ta k e  th e  o ffe n s iv e  u n t i l  th e  
w eather c le a re d  and th e  ro ad s d r ie d  up. n o rth e rn  p a t ro ls  
from P itts b u rg  o c c a s io n a lly  dueled  w ith  C onfederate p ic k e t 
p o s ts ,  bu t th e re  would be no b ig  push u n t i l  th e  end of 
A p r i l .
With an  e ig h th  of a m il l io n  men a v a i la b le ,  H alleck  
f i n a l l y  gave th e  o rder to  advance on A p ril 29. The Union 
army was com pletely  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  fo rc e  th a t  fough t a t  
S h ilo h . The Second, F o u rth , F i f t h  and S ix th  D iv is io n s of 
G ra n t'o  o la  army and th e  d iv is io n  of G eneral George Thomas
17_
itoman, B eauregard. I ,  383; T ay lor, R e lu c tan t 
R ebel. 39; Edwin H. Fay to  •wife, A p ril 21, 1852, W iley, 
This In fe rn a l  War". 51? George Blackemore, D iary , A p ril 
29, 1862, C onfederate C o lle c tio n .
18
Ib id .
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now formed th e  Union r ig h t  wing, commanded by th e  V irg in ian
Thomas. B u e ll 's  Army of th e  Ohio, reduced to  th e  d iv is io n s
of Wood, le ls o n  and McCooh, formed th e  c e n te r ,  w hile Pope’s
Army of th e  M is s is s ip p i became th e  Union l e f t  wing.
Me d e m a n d  commanded a re se rv e  co rp s , c o n s is t in g  of h i s  own
19
d iv is io n  and th o se  of C ritten d e n  and lew  W allace.
Grant was appo in ted  second in  command o f t h i s  new
army, but th e  t i t l e  o r ly  s ig n i f ie d  th a t  he was she lved , f o r
H alleck  ap p a re n tly  f e l t  th a t  th e re  was substance  to  th e
ac cu sa tio n s  made a g a in s t G rant a f t e r  S h ilo h . The unhappy
form er army commander g riev ed  about h is  new assignm ent, and
even considered  handing in  h is  r e s ig n a t io n ;  however,
fo r tu n a te ly  f o r  th e  Union cause , he was d issuaded  by
20
Sherman’s good o f f ic e s .
Even w ith  th e  m assive numbers of men a v a i la b le ,  th e  
P ed era l advance on C orin th  was p a in fu lly  slow . H alleck  was 
determ ined to  g ive  Beauregard no opening f o r  a v igorous 
c o u n te ra tta c k . The F éd éra is  advanced c a u tio u s ly  behind 
sc reen s of p ic k e ts  and p a t r o ls ,  f re q u e n tly  h a l t in g  to  f o r t i ­
fy  th e  newly occupied ground. I t  would ta k e  fo u r  weeks fo r  
th e  army to  re ac h  th e  env irons of C orin th , but i t  would 
make th e  sh o r t passage w ithou t f ig h tin g  a  m ajor b a t t l e ,  and
19
0. S . ,  S, p a r t  1 , 144.
20
G rant, Memoirs. 196; Sherman, Memoirs. 250; 
Lewis, Sherman: F ig h tin g  P rophet. 235, 23^7
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indeed  with, few b a t t l e  c a s u a l t ie s .  The advance l i t e r a l l y  
tu rn e d  in to  a g ig a n tic  s ie g e . But th e re  was l i t t l e  la c k  of 
exc item en t d e s p ite  th e  absence of b ig  h e ro ic  c la s h e s . Union 
and C onfederate p a tro ls  f re q u e n tly  tra d e d  sh o ts , and th e re  
was o cc a s io n a lly  a  b rigade or even d iv is io n a l  s tr e n g th  
engagement.
While thousands of s o ld ie r s  lab o red  a t  b u ild in g  
ro a d s , cordyroying through th e  swamps, f o r  th e  heavy 
a r t i l l e r y  and wagons to  pass over. G eneral H a lle c k ‘s r ig h t  
wing drew f i r s t  blood on May 3» C onfederate sk irm ish e rs  
in te r f e r e d  w ith  Union work p a r t ie s  along th e  road  to  
Farm ington, and G eneral James D. Morgan, o f th e  F irs t- 
D iv is io n , deployed more th an  one thousand of h is  in f a n try  
and a b a t te ry  of a r t i l l e r y  to  c le a r  them o u t.
A ca su a l meandering s o r t  of b a t t l e  developed, w ith  
th e  S ou therners making a f ig h t in g  r e t r e a t  down th e  road  
in  th e  face  of v igorous enemy p re s su re . G eneral P ope 's 
s o ld ie r s  f i n a l l y  en te red  Farm ington, M is s is s ip p i,  and 
fo u g h t a  second engagement w ith  C onfederate sk irm ish e rs  
so u th  of th e  town. The e n t i r e  a f f a i r  la s te d  about th re e  
h o u rs , u n t i l  about 6 P. M., when th e  f ig h t in g  d ied  down. 
Probably no more th an  one hundred and f i f t y  s o ld ie r s  were 
k i l l e d  or wounded on bo th  s id e s , but i t  was s t i l l  a  v e ry  
n o isy  a f f a i r ,  and i t  was th e  b ig g e s t s in ce  S h iloh .
The C onfederates were commanded by Colonel Marma- 
duke and numbered about two thousand men, ca v a lry  and
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in f a n t r y ,  and a t  l e a s t  th re e  p ie c e s  of a r t i l l e r y .  Sharp
p ic k e t f ig h t in g  broke out ag a in  on th e  fo llo -s in g  day, v i t h
C onfederate s o ld ie r s  tra d in g  Minie b a l l s  a t  long  ran g e .
One Rebel scou t c re p t up to  a F ed e ra l work p a r ty  and p icked
o ff  a Union o f f i c e r .  Jumping to  h i s  f e e t ,  th e  Southerner
made a w ild  b u t su c c e s s fu l dash back to  a C onfederate 
22
p ic k e t p o s t.
The sk ie s  opened up ag a in , r a in in g  on th e  Blue and
Gray a l ik e ,  bu t work on b u ild in g  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  and roads
co n tin u ed . Union and Confederate guns tra d e d  a  few ca u tio u s
long range sh o ts  to  t r y  and determ ine each o th e r 's  p o s it io n s
and s tr e n g th . P a tro l  a c t i v i t y  f l a r e d  on th e  Union r i g h t
wing, and se v e ra l C onfederate p r is o n e rs  were brought in
23
to  Thomas h e a d q u a rte rs .
G eneral Beauregard was eager to  s t r ik e  a blow 
a g a in s t  H alleck , and P ope 's  cap tu re  of Farm ington seemed 
to  provide th e  needed o p p o rtu n ity . Farm ington was only 
about fo u r  m iles from C orin th , and th e  swamp a re a  around
21
0. S . ,  X, p a r t  1 , 714, 715; Edwin H. Fay to  w ife , 
May 5 , 1862, W iley, T his In fe rn a l War. 46-48; C harleston  
D aily  C o u rie r. May l4", 1862; Robert Kimberly and E phrain  
Holloway, The 4 1 s t Ohio V olunteer In fa n try  in  th e  War of 
th e  R e b e llio n . (C leveland ; i 5q7 ) .  2Ô.
22
C h arleston  D aily  C ourier. May 13, 1862.
23
Adolph Bngelmann to  w ife . May 4 , 1862, Adolph 
Bngelmann Papers; C harleston  D aily  C o u rie r. May 13, 1862; 
P h il  Bond to  b ro th e r . May 10, 1&62, T erry , "Record of th e  
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th e  l i t t l e  to-wn meant t h a t  th e  hero  of I s la n d  Bo» 10 m s  
v i r t u a l l y  i s o la te d  from th e  r e s t  of th e  army. B eauregard’s 
p lan  was f o r  Bragg to  d i s t r a c t  Pope’s a t t e n t io n  w ith  a
24
f r o n ta l  a s s a u l t  w hile Tan Dorn a tta c k e d  th e  Union l e f t .
On th e  morning of May 9 , Bragg stru-^k. General 
D aniel Buggies* D iv ision  a c tu a l ly  made th e  a s s a u l t ,  d r iv in g  
in  P ed era l sk irm ish ers  and d r iv in g  o ff  th e  Second Iowa 
C avalry. The Southerners swarmed in to  Farm ington, cap tu red  
a number of p r is o n e rs , gragged up a newly e s ta b lis h e d  t e l ­
egraph s ta t io n ,  and secured  a co n s id e rab le  Q uan tity  of 
P ed era l s u p p lie s . J u s t beyond th e  town Buggies encountered  
a s tro n g  fo rc e  of Pope's in f a n t r y ,  which he engaged. Union 
sk irm ish ers  were chased o ff  and se v e ra l P ed era l in fa n try  
reg im ents bad ly  mauled and fo rc e d  to  w ithdraw . The South­
e rn e rs  were f i n a l l y  o rdered  to  h a l t  l e s t  th e y  ru n  in to  an 
ambush, but P riv a te  C harles Lamb, T h ir te e n th  L ou isiana , 
became so e x c ite d  th a t  he ru shed  a f t e r  Pope’s men u n t i l  
sho t th rough th e  l e f t  le g .  Lamb and th e  o th e r  Confederate 
wounded were picked up, and G eneral Buggies r e lu c ta n t ly  
gave th e  o rder to  withdraw f o r  Van Dorn had f a i l e d  to  make 
h is  f la n k in g  move. B uggies' lo s s e s  were n in e ty -n in e  men 
k i l l e d  and wounded as a g a in s t  one hundred and se v en ty -e ig h t 
Union c a s u a l t ie s .  Twelve C onfederate reg im en ts , one
24
V illiam s . P. G. T. Beauregard. 151; P h il Bond to  
b ro th e r . May 10, 1862, T erry , "Becord of th e  Alabama S ta te  
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b a t ta l io n  and fo u r  b a t t e r ie s  were involved  as compared to
25
elev en  Union reg im en ts . .?6pe p u lle d  h is  tro o p s  back 
se v e ra l m iles so as to  coopera te  b e t t e r  w ith  th e  r e s t  of 
th e  army and to  a l l a y  H a lle c k ’s f e a r s  about bjm becoming 
trap p ed  in  th e  exposed Farm ington p o s i t io n ;  For more th an  
a week o p era tio n s  langu ished  in  th e  C orin th  a re a  as bo th  
arm ies c a u tio u s ly  kep t t h e i r  horns in  and con tinued  d ig g in g .
B eauregard’s s i tu a t io n  su e ad ily  d e te r io ra te d  as th e  
F éd éra is  grew ev er c lo s e r .  His t o t a l  e f f e c t iv e s  were only 
about f i f t y  thousand men, thanks to  th e  deadly e f f e c t s  of 
d is e a s e . I f  H alleck  con tinued  h is  s ie g e - l ik e  approach, th e  
C onfederates would be fo rc ed  to  e i th e r  f ig h t  under alm ost 
ho p eless c o n d itio n s  or e ls e  evacuate  C orin th  and th e  
surrounding f  o r t i f i c a t i o n s .
To t r y  and d iv e r t  some o f H a lle c k 's  army away, Beaure­
gard  launched r a id in g  p a r t ie s  in to  Tennessee and Kentucky. 
The Creole hoped to  p u ll  tro o p s  away from th e  C orin th  a re a  
to  oppose th e se  p a r t ie s ,  but th e  p lan  f a i l e d  as th e  r a id e r s
were to o  few in  number to  make any sp e c ta c u la r  in ro ad s  on
26
F ed era l com munications.
25
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226; E h il Bond to  b ro th e r , May 10, 1862, T erry , "Record of 
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¥ h ile  th e  r a id in g  p a r t ie s  were doing t h e i r  p a r t ,  
Beauregard’s s o ld ie r s  sk irm ished  «nd dug around O orin th . 
M iles of tren ch es and b reastw orks were thrown up, p r o te c t ­
ing  th e  v ario u s  approaches to  th e  l i t t l e  M is s is s ip p i 
community. Grumbling s o ld ie r s  d o tte d  th e  co u n try s id e  w ith  
a seemingly i n f i n i t e  number of r i f l e  p i t s .
While thousands dug, hundreds tra d e d  sh o ts  w ith  th e  
F é d é ra is . Here and th e re  a Southerner went down, h i s  f l e s h  
to rn  by an enemy s h a rp sh o o te r ’s round . One Southern p r iv a te  
suddenly f e l t  a  trem endous blow on h is  le g ,  and look ing  
down, he could see a  sm all re d  mark which r a p id ly  grew in to  
a la rg e  whelp. A sp en t musket b a l l  had h i t  him. Shaking 
l i i th  r e l i e f ,  th e  p r iv a te  s a t  down on th e  ground, emptying 
h is  stomach of h is  l a s t  scan ty  m eal. She S ix th  Tennessee 
was p e s te red  by a  N orthern  sn ip e r  who was peppering t h e i r  
p ic k e t p o s t. The men f i n a l l y  sp o tte d  th e  Yank about f iv e  
hundred yards away behind  a la rg e  oak t r e e .  But th e  fe llo w  
was to o  a g ile  f o r  t h e i r  r e tu r n  f i r e .  F in a lly  C aptain  
E phrain H arbert. Company E, a r r iv e d  a t  th e  p o s t. /  no ted  
Tennessee s q u ir r e l  h u n te r , H arbert watched th e  p roceed ings 
w ith  a  c e r ta in  amount of d is d a in . F in a l ly  he took an 
E n fie ld  r i f l e  from one of th e  s o ld ie r s .  He w aited  f o r  th e  
Yank to  f i r e  ag a in  and th e n  g e n tly  squeezed th e  t r i g g e r .
The F edera l je rk ed  backward behind th e  t r e e  and d id  no 
more shooting th a t  day.
O ccasionally  some of th e  S ou therners go t a l i t t l e
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tim e o ff  to  v i s i t  th e  to-wn. Most of th e  men v a in ly  hunted
f o r  some l iq u o r  or decent food . One C onfederate n o tic e d
some F ed era l s o ld ie r s  being marched th rough  th e  town and
reco rd ed  in  h i s  d ia ry  t h a t  th e  "blue r a s c a ls  looked l ik e
27
sheep k i l l i n g  d o g s."
The d a i ly  monotony ifas f i n a l l y  broken by a sharp  
f i g h t  caused -when Sherman a s s a u lte d  th e  R u sse ll House on 
th e  extreme C onfederate l e f t .  Morgan 1 . Sm ith’s B rigade, 
supported  by Bouton’s I l l i n o i s  B a tte ry , a s s a u l t e l  th e  house 
and surrounding -works, d r iv in g  th e  C onfederates out a f t e r  
an  h o u r’s f i g h t .  The S ou therners -were f i n a l l y  fo rc ed  to  
g iv e  ground, a lthough  a Rebel o f f ic e r  made a g a l la n t  e f f o r t  
t o  r a l l y  h is  men. R riv a te  R. M. Snyder, Company G, E igh th  
M issou ri, put a r i f l e  b a l l  th rough  th e  Southern o f f i c e r ’s 
head, ending h is  e f f o r t s .  F ed era l lo s s e s  were te n  k i l l e d  
and th ir ty -o n e  wounded; w hile Sherman re p o r te d  th a t  h is  men 
to o k  one p r iso n e r  and found tw elve bod ies in  and around 
th e  house.
The excitem ent soon d ied  dovrn b u t on May 21, Colonel 
Thomas T. Sedge-wick le d  fo u r  reg im en ts in  a reconna issance  
of th e  C orin th  p o s i t io n  on th e  Widow S e r r a t t 's  house, where 
th ey  were a s s a u lte d  by a sm all fo rc e  of Confederate in f a n try .  
A l i v e ly  f ig h t  fo llow ed , l a s t in g  u n t i l  darkness f e l l ,  when 
th e  tro o p s  r e t i r e d  on B u e ll’s command. Confederate lo s s e s
27
John Johnston , "P ersonal R em iniscences," Tennessee 
Department of A rch ives, C onfederate C o lle c tio n ; George T. 
Blakemore, D iary . May 16, 1862, C onfederate C o lle c tio n .
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were unknown, bu t th e  F éd éra is  l o s t  a t  l e a s t  one k i l l e d
28
and tw e n ty -s ix  wounded.
The fo llo w in g  morning th e  Southerners coun tered  w ith
a reco n n a issan ce  in  fo rc e , c o n s is tin g  of a b a t ta l io n - s iz e d
cavî r y  p a r ty  under I .  B. F o r re s t .  The S outherners s p l i t
in to  two g roups, one p a r ty  advancing d i r e c t ly  on an enemy
p ic k e t p o s t; w hile th e  o th e r , le d  by Colonel F o rre s t  in
person , made a f la n k in g  movement. The F éd éra is  were tak en
by s u rp r is e  and ro u ted  w ith  se v e ra l c a s u a l t ie s ,  in c lu d in g
29
th e  Reverend Dr. Ware and h is  s o r r e l  s tu d , c a p tu red .
As F o rre s t s u c c in tly  pu t i t ,  "I Suceded in  g a in in g  t h i r
r e a r .  . . .  th ey  w air n o t look ing  fo r  me I  tak en  them by
30
s u rp r is e  th ey  ru n  l ik e  Suns of B iches,"
The tempo of f ig h t in g  g rad u a lly  p icked up w ith  in ­
creased  sk irm ish in g  and o ffen s iv e  p a tro l l in g  on bo th  s id e s .  
On I4ay 27, Sherman launched a new a t ta c k  on a log  cab in , 
se rv in g  as a C onfederate command post and s tro n g  p o in t , in  
f ro n t  of h is  p o s i t io n .  A ttack ing  w ith  h is  otm o u t f i t ,  
supported  by V ea tch 's  and Logan’s , he moved up s t r a ig h t  a t  
and around on bo th  f la n k s  of th e  strong  p o in t.  F ed era l
Bouton, Events of th e  C iv il War. 38 , 39; 0. R .,
X, p a r t  1 , 839- 847 . “  “
29
Edwin Jî'ay to  w ife , llay 25, 1862, W iley, This 
In fe rn a l  War. 59.
30
R. 8. Henry, As They Saw F o r re s t . (Jackson : 
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a r t i l l e r y  moved up w ithin, a  few hundred y a rd s  of th e  Con­
f e d e ra te  p o s i t io n  befo re  u n leash ing  a savage f i r e  th a t  
l i t e r a l l y  dem olished th e  b u ild in g . Sherman' s in fa n try  
th e n  storm ed th e  p o s i t io n . Union lo s s e s  were l i g h t ,  and 
th e  F éd éra is  soon advanced on o th e r Southern works in  th e  
r e a r  of th e  s h a tte re d  house. Southern a r t i l l e r y  peppered 
th e  advancing n o r th e rn e rs , i n f l i c t i n g  co n s id e rab le  casu­
a l t i e s  on V ea tch 's  B rigade. C onfederate sk irm ish e rs  a ls o  
h a r r ie d  th e  advance, but th e  B luecoats kep t up th e  p re ssu re
u n t i l  th ey  were with.' * th r e e - fo u r th s  of a m ile  of th e  main
31
Southern works o u ts id e  C orin th .
On I-Iay 28, alm ost th e  e n t i r e  F ed era l army began a 
s e r ie s  of probing a t ta c k s  on th e  ^ o r in th  w orks. The North­
e rn e rs  were w ith in  approxim ately  fo u r  m iles of C orin th  a l l  
a long  th e  l in e  of t h e i r  s ieg e  works, and in  most p la ces  th ey  
were l e s s  th an  a m ile and a  h a l f  from th e  main C onfederate 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  I f  they  could g a in  a few more yards of 
ground, th ey  could  b ring  up th e  heavy guns f o r  th e  f i n a l  
bombardment, to  be fo llow ed by an a l l - o u t  a s s a u l t  th a t  would 
cap tu re  th e  r a i l  c e n te r , d e s tro y  B eauregard’s army, and 
probably  end th e  war in  th e  M is s is s ip p i V a lley . I t  was a 
n ice  dream, but i t  was no t to  be, f o r  th e  C onfederates were 
a lre a d y  q u ie t ly  p u llin g  out southw ard.
31
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On May 19 , Beauregard f i r s t  began th e  d e l ic a te  ta s k  
of p rep a rin g  Richmond f o r  th e  id e a  of abandoning C o rin th ,
In  a c le v e r  opening gam bit, he inform ed G eneral Samuel 
Cooper th a t  s in c e  he had rece iv ed  no o rd ers  as to  what to  
do a t  C orin th , he was ho ld ing  th e  town and r is k in g  a m ajor 
d e fe a t in s te a d  of evacuating  and l e t t i n g  th e  enemy have the  
town. Having paved th e  way, th e  Creole then  exp la ined  th a t  
i f  by some chance he had to  leave  th e  town, th a t  h is  b e s t 
l in e  of r e t r e a t  was along th e  Mobile and Ohio R a ilro a d . He 
would defend C orin th  to  th e  l a s t ,  u n le s s  th e  government 
w ished him to  do o th e rw ise , or i f  th e  enemy's numbers proved 
overwhelming. Robert E, Lee, a c tin g  as  P re s id en t J e f fe rs o n  
D av is ' ad v iso r, answered Beauregard, approving of th e  
suggested  l in e  of r e t r e a t .  Even b e fo re  L ee 's  m issive
32
a r r iv e d , th e  Rebels were a lre ad y  p u ll in g  out of th e  town.
On May 25, th e  C onfederate h ig h  command met in
c o u n c il , Beauregard proposed an immediate r e t r e a t  b efo re
th e  enemy is o la te d  th e  town. G eneral Hardee was e s p e c ia l ly
in  fa v o r  of an immediate ev acu a tio n , and he drew up a
33
len g th y  memorandum advocating  i t .  Once th e  ev acu a tio n  was 
ag reed , i t  only rem ained to  execute i t .  Secrecy was v i t a l ,  
and in  o rder to  h e lp  deceive th e  enemy, th e  corps and
32
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33
I b id . ,  388, 389; W illiam s, P. G. Ï .  B eauregard. 
153; M athaniel Hughes, J r . ,  G eneral ¥illiam *~‘j .  H ardee; Old 
R e lia b le . (Baton Rouge; c . 19^5), ll3 1
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d iv is io n a l  commanders were to  sp read  th e  rim  or t h a t  an 
a t ta c k  was being  p lanned. D e ta ile d  in s t ru c t io n s  were 
is su e d  f o r  everyone, in c lu d in g  s p e c if ic  o rd ers  on th e  
ro u te s  to  be used  to  reac h  Baldwin, M is s is s ip p i. On May
28, Bory te leg rap h e d  Eichmond th a t  he was r e t r e a t in g  to
'
Baldwin, where he hoped to  be ab le  to  tu rn  and smash any 
54
p u rsu e rs .
The C reo le ’s b ig g e s t worry was th a t  th e  F éd é ra is  
would le a rn  of th e  proposed r e t r e a t  and a t ta c k  w hile  h is  
army was h a l f  in  and h a l f  out of th e  toim  and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  
P a r t ly  to  keep th e  F éd éra is  o f f  balance and p a r t ly  to  keep 
H a lle ck ’s a t t e n t io n  away from th e  town i t s e l f ,  th e  Confed­
e r a te s  began a s e r ie s  of ag g re ss iv e  a t ta c k s  on th e  advanc­
ing  F ed era l army on May 28 and 29. On one occasion .
Colonel Wesley Winans le d  th e  n in e te e n th  L ou isiana  in  a 
v igo rous charge on a p a r ty  of a t ta c k in g  Yanks. The E leven th
and T h ir te e n th  L ou isiana  jo in ed  in  th e  f ig h t ,  f i n a l l y
55
d riv in g  H a lle c k 's  s o ld ie r s  back.
The Southern  s o ld ie r s  no t engaged were o rdered  to  
have th e i r  baggage packed and r a t io n s  cooked and to  be 
read y  to  move out a t  a moment's n o t ic e .  The s ic k  and 
wounded were sh ipped f i r s t ,  and about midday on May 28, th e
Roman, Beauregard. I ,  395, 578-586; 0. R . , X, 
p a r t  1, 770; 771. “  “
55
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227.
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l in e  tro o p s  began to  move o u t. On th e  n ig h t of May 29, 
th e  l a s t  of th e  S ou therners p repared  to  le a v e . P a r t ie s  of 
men were d e ta i le d  to  keep th e  cam pfires bu rn ing , w hile 
drummers were o rdered  to  s ta y  behind and b ea t r e v e i l l e  a t  
th e  u su a l hou r. There were dummy guns posted  a l l  along th e  
C onfederate works, w hile an-empty t r a i n  of c a rs  ra n  back 
and f o r th  th rough  th e  town. O ccasionally  th e  en g in eer 
would l e t  go a loud  w h is tle  from h is  en g in e , w hile Hebei 
d em o litio n  p a r t ie s  cheered  each tim e th e  t r a i n  stopped to  
g ive th e  F éd éra is  th e  im pression  th a t  re in fo rcem en ts  were 
a r r iv in g .  As th e  l a s t  p a r t ie s  of S ou therners l e f t  th e  
toi-m, they  burned a l l  th e  nearby b rid g es  and took  down th e
56
road  s ig n s .
About 5 A. M., on th e  morning of May 30, th e  Union 
army heard  a s e r ie s  of exp losions from C orin th , as th e  
d em o litio n  p a r t ie s  blew up some su p p lie s  th a t  cou ld  n o t be 
c a r r ie d  o f f .  G enerals Pope and Sherman decided  th e  Rebels 
were evacuating  and ordered  p a t ro ls  to  probe th e  tow n 's 
d e fen se s . The p a t ro ls  found no r e s i s ta n c e ,  and indeed no 
s ig n  of l i f e  except a few Southern s o ld ie r s  who were too  
i l l  to  be moved and some r a th e r  b a t te r e d  look ing  c i v i l i a n s .
G radually  th e  news spread  around to  th e  army th a t
33
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th e  C onfederates had gone. One Union regim ent in fo rm a lly
re c e iv e d  th e  news from an e ld e r ly  Negro, who wandered in to
t h e i r  p ic k e t l i n e .  He to ld  them, "Uey's a l l  gone, b oss,
shuahl . . .  You-uns can je s s  walk r i g h t  in to  de town e f  
, 3 7
y er wants to !
H alleck  q.uickly o rdered  a p u r s u i t ,  and Pope and B uell 
fo llow ed  Beauregard fo r  aboux t h i r t y  m iles b efo re  b reak ing  
o ff  th e  chase . Szcept f o r  some l i g h t  sk irm ish in g , the  
C orin th  campaign was over. The r a i l r o a d  c e n te r  was under 
th e  Union f l a g ,  but l i t t l e  e ls e  was ach ieved , a s in g u la r ly  
b a rren  v ic to r y .  Most of th e  Union s o ld ie r s  were n o t over­
whelmingly im pressed w ith  t h e i r  p r iz e .  Ambrose B ierce
38
d esc rib ed  C c rin th  as th e  c a p i to l  of a swamp'". One young 
d is g ru n tle d  Yankee, not im pressed  by C orin th  or i t s  fem ale 
in h a b i ta n ts ,  d escrib ed  th e  l i t t l e  town as fo llo w s ;
I  d o n 't  now remember t h a t  any of th e  S ix th  boys 
g o t p a r t ic u la r ly  s tru c k  on th e  p la c e . Nor d id  I  
ever h ea r of any of them d e s e r tin g  th e  reg im ent to  
rem ain th e re  on account of being  c a p tiv a te d  by any of 
C o r in th 's  tobacco-chew ing, sn u ff-ru b b in g , f la x - h a ir e d ,  
sharp -nosed , h a tc h e t-fa c e d , yellow -eyed , sa llo w - 
sk inned , c o tto n -d re s se d , f l a t —b re a s te d ,"b ig = fo o t8 d , 
bare-headed , lo n g -w aisted , hum p-shouldered, stoop ­
necked, b a re -fo o ted , s tr a d d le - to e d , sh a rp -sh in n ed , 
th in - l ip p e d ,  p a le -fa ced , la n te rn -jaw ed , hollow -eyed, 
s i l ly - lo o k in g  fem ale dam sels.
37
Hinman, The Sherman B rigade. 205.
38
B ierce , C o llec ted  Works. I ,  239.
39
P r ia n t ,  S ix th  Regiment In d ian a . 135.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
3^7
The N ortherners  had tak en  C orin th , hu t th e  escape of 
B eauregard’s ariuy meant th e  war was a long way from being 
over. H alleck  though t he had gained  a g re a t  v ic to ry ,  but 
G-rant and many o th e rs  b e lie v e d  he had botched th e  whole 
a f f a i r  i n  p e rm ittin g  th e  C onfederate army to  escape . From 
P ish ing  Creek to  C orin th , S ou therners had su ffe re d  a 
succession  of s ta g g e rin g  d is a s te r s  which they  could  never 
hope to  make good. D esp ite t h i s ,  th e  Confederacy in  th e  
West was s t i l l  v ery  much a l iv e  and dangerous. The mob th a t  
fought a t  S h ilo h  was now a  dangerous, experienced  f ig h t in g  
army, capable of q u ick ly  s h i f t in g  over to  th e  o ffe n s iv e  
once H alleck s c a t te re d  h is  grand h o s t ac ro ss  th e  ui ^r 
South. A fte r  P o rt Donelson, G rant and m illio n s  of o th e rs  
b e liev ed  th a t  one more b a t t l e  would end th e  C iv il  War, 
in s te a d  th e  c o n f l i c t  was only ju s t  beg inn ing , P e r ry v i l le ,  
S to n e 's  H iver, Chickamauga and a v a s t  a r ra y  of bloody 
b a t t le s  w aited  in  th e  fu tu re  f o r  G rant, Sherman, B u e ll, 
Hardee, Polk, and th e  o th e rs  to  f i g h t .
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APPENDIX I
OHGANIZATION OP THE CONPEDERATE ARMY POECES AT 
THE BATTLE OP SHILOH
Army o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i, G eneral A lb ert S idney Johnston, 
( k i l l e d ) .  G eneral P . G, T, Beauregard
1 s t  C orps, M ajor G eneral Leonidas Polk
1 s t  D iv is io n , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral C harles C la rk , (wounded),
B r ig a d ie r  G eneral A, P . S tew art
1 s t  B rig ad e , Colonel R, M, R u sse ll 
11 th  L ouisiana 
12 th  Tennessee 
13th  Tennessee 
22nd Tennessee 
Bankhead »s B a tte ry
2nd B rig ad e , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral A. P . S tew art 
13th  Axkansas 
4t h  Tennessee 
5 th  Tennessee 
33rd  Tennessee 
S ta n fo rd 's  B a tte ry
2nd D iv is io n , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral B. F. Cheatham
1 s t  B rig ad e , B r ig a d ie r  Bushrod Johnson, (wounded),
C olonel P re s to n  Smith
B ly th e ’s M is s is s ip p i B a tta lio n  
W alker’s 2nd Tennessee 
,15th  Tennessee 
154t h  Tennessee 
P o lk ’s B a tte ry
2nd B rig ad e , Colonel w, H. S tephens, ( in ju re d  and
d is a b le d ) , Colonel George Maney 
7 th  Kentucky 
1 s t  Tennessee 
6 th  Tennessee 
9 th  Tennessee 
Sm ith’ s B a tte ry
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Not Brigaded
1 s t  M is s is s ip p i C avalry
B r e w e r C a v a l r y  B a tta l io n
1 s t  Alabama C avalry  B a t ta l io n
C aptain J .  J .  C ox's Alabama Dragoons (Company)
C aptain A. T om linson 's Alabama Rangers (Company)
C aptain  J .  R ob ins' C avalry  (Company)
2nd Corps, Major G eneral Braicton Bragg
1 s t  D iv is io n , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral D an ie l Ruggles
1 s t  B rigade, C olonel R andall Gibson 
1 s t  Arkansas 
4 th  L ouisiana 
13th  L ou isiana 
19th  L ou isiana 
B aines ' B a tte ry
2nd B rigade, B r ig a d ie r  G eneral P a tto n  Anderson 
1 s t  F lo rid a  B a tta l io n  
l ? th  L ou isiana 
20th L ouisiana 
9 th  Texas
C onfederate Guards Response B a t ta l io n  
5 th  Company W ashington A r t i l l e r y
3rd B rigade, Colonel P r e s t in  Pond, J r ,
O rleans Guard B a t ta l io n
The C rescent L ou isiana Regiment
16th  L ouisiana
Itfth  L ouisiana
30th  Tennessee
Ketchum's B a tte ry
2nd D iv is io n , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral Jones W ithers
1 s t - B rigade, B r ig a d ie r  G eneral Adley K. Gladden,
[m o rta lly  ivouiidsd), C olonel D an ie l Adams, (wounded)
Colonel Z. C. Deas, (wounded). C olonel J ,  Q. Loomis 
2 1 s t Alabama 
22nd Alabama 
25th  Alabama 
26th  Alabama 
1 s t  L ouisiana 
R o b ertso n 's  B a tte ry
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2nd B rig ad e , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral J ,  R» Chalmers 
5 th  M is s is s ip p i 
7 th  M is s is s ip p i 
9 th  M is s is s ip p i 
lO th  M is s is s ip p i 
5 1 s t Tennessee 
52nd Tennessee
Gageas B a tte ry  r
3rd B rig ad e , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral J ,  K. Jackson 
2nd Texas 
17th  Alabama 
l è th  Alabama 
19 th  Alabama 
G irardey^s B a tte ry
3rd Corps, M ajor G enera l W illiam  J ,  Hardee, (wounded)
1 s t  B rigade- B r ig a d ie r  G eneral T. G. Hindman 
2nd Arkansas 
> th  Arkansas 
6 th  Arkansas 
7 th  Arkansas 
3rd C onfederate  
M ille r^ s  B a tte ry  
S w ett’̂ s B a tte ry
2nd B rig ad e , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral P a tr ic k  C leburne 
B ate^s 2nd Tennessee 
15th  Arkansas 
6 th  M is s is s ip p i 
5 th  Tennessee (35th)
23rd  Tennessee 
24th  Tennessee 
Shoup*8 A r t i l l e r y  B a tte ry
3rd  B rigade , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral S, A. M. Wood 
7 th  Alabama 
I 6 th  Alabama 
Bth Arkansas 
9 th  Arkansas B a t ta l io n  
3rd  M is s is s ip p i B a t ta l io n  
27th  Tennessee 
44th  Tennessee 
55th  Tennessee 
H arp e r 's  B a tte ry  
One G eorgia C avalry  Company
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R eserve Corps, B r ig a d ie r  G eneral John C. B reck in rid g e
1 s t  B rigade, C olonel R, P. Trabue 
Crews^ Tennessee B a tta l io n  
4 th  Alabasis B a t ta l io n  
3 l2 t  Alabama 
3rd Kentucky 
4 th  Kentucky 
5 th  Kentucky 
6 th  Kentucky 
Byrne’s B a tte ry  
Cobb’s B a tte ry
2nd B rigade , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral J .  S. Bowen 
9 th  Arkansas 
10 th  Arkansas 
2nd C onfederate  
1 s t  M issouri 
Hudson’ s B a tte ry
3rd B rigade, C olonel W. S. Statham  
15th  M is s is s ip p i 
22nd M is s is s ip p i 
19 th  Tennessee 
20th  Tennessee 
2Bth Tennessee 
45 th  Tennessee 
R utledge’ s B atj:ery
ïïnassigned
«'/barton’s Texas Rangers 
C lan ton’s C avalry  Regiment 
McClung’ s B a tte ry
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APPENDIX I I  
ORGANIZATION OP THE UNION ARMY PORCES AT THE 
BATTLE OP SHILOH
Army o f th e  Tennessee, M ajor G eneral Ü. S. G rant
1 s t  D iv is io n , Major G enera l John A. McClernand
1 s t  B rigade , C olonel A. M. Hare, (wounded), C olonel M. 
M, Crocker 
6th  I l l i n o i s  
I 6th  I l l i n o i s  
11th  Iowa 
13th  Iowa
2nd I l l i n o i s  L ig h t A r t i l l e r y ,  B a tte z ^  D
2nd B rigade , C olonel G, C, Marsh 
11th  I l l i n o i s  
20th  I l l i n o i s  
45th  I l l i n o i s  
46th  I l l i n o i s
3rd  B rigade, C olonel J u l iu s  R a ith , (m o rta lly  wounded), 
L ieu ten an t Colonel S , P . Wood 
17th  I l l i n o i s  
29tb  I l l i n o i s  
43rd  I l l i n o i s  
49th  I l l i n o i s
C ap ta in  E. Carm ichael»s Independent I l l i n o i s  C avalry
Not B rigaded
S tew art»s Independent I l l i n o i s  C avalry  Company 
1 s t  I l l i n o i s  L ig h t A r t i l l e r y ,  B a tte ry  D 
2nd I l l i n o i s  L igh t A r t i l l e r y ,  B a tte ry  E 
14th  Ohio B a tte ry
McCullough»s Independent I l l i n o i s  C avalry  Company
2nd D iv is io n , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral W. H. L, W allace, 
(m o rta lly  wounded), C olonel James T u ttle
1 s t  B rigade , Colonel James T u ttle  
2nd Iowa 
7 th  Iowa 
12th  Iowa 
14th  Iowa
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2nd B rigade , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral John McArthur, (wounded), 
C olonel Thomas Morton 
9th  I l l i n o i s  
12th  I l l i n o i s  
B ls t Ohio 
13th  M issou ri
14th  M issouri (b irg e ^ s  S harpshoo ters)
3rd B rigade , C olonel T, w. Sweeny, (wounded). C olonel 
S. D, Baldwin 
Sth lowa 
7 th  I l l i n o i s  
50th  I l l i n o i s  
52nd I l l i n o i s  
57th  I l l i n o i s  
5â th  I l l i n o i s
Not B rigaded
2nd ü . So C avalry , Company C
4 th  U, S. C avalry , Company I
2nd I l l i n o i s  C avalry , Companies A, B
1 s t  I l l i n o i s  L igh t A r t i l l e r y ,  B a tte ry  A
1 s t  M issou ri L igh t A r t i l l e r y ,  B a t te r ie s  D, H, K
3rd  D iv is io n , Major G eneral Lew W allace
1 s t  B rigade, Colonel Morgan Smith 
Sth M issouri 
11th  In d ian a  
24th  In d ian a
2nd B rigade, C olonel John Thayer 
1s t  Nebraska 
23rd  In d ian a  
5oth Ohio
6Sth Ohio (Not engaged)
3rd  B rigade, C olonel C harles VThittlesey 
20th Ohio
56th  Ohio (Not engaged)
76th  Ohio 
76th  Ohio
Not Brigaded
1 s t  M issouri L igh t A r t i l l e r y ,  B a tte ry  I
9 th  In d ian a  B a tte ry
5 th  Ohio C avalry , 3rd  B a t ta l io n
11th  I l l i n o i s  C avalry , 3rd  B a t ta l io n
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4 th  D iv is io n , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral Stephen H urlbut
1 s t  B rig ad e , C olonel N. G. W illiam s, (wounded), C olonel
Isa a c  Pugh 
3rd Iowa 
2Sth I l l i n o i s  
32nd I l l i n o i s  
4 1 s t I l l i n o i s
2nd B rig ad e , C olonel James C, Veatch 
25th  In d ian a  
14th  I l l i n o i s  
15th  I l l i n o i s  
46th  I l l i n o i s
3rd B rig ad e , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral J .  G. Lauraan 
31s t  In d ian a  
44t h  In d ian a  
17th  Kentucky 
25th  Kentucky
Not B rigaded
5th  Ohio C avalry , 1 s t  and 2nd B a tta lio n s  
13th  Ohio B a tte ry
M issou ri L ig h t A r t i l l e r y ,  Mannas B a tte ry  
2nd M ichigan B a tte ry
5 th  D iv is io n , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral W illiam  T. Sherman, 
(wounded)
1 s t  B rig ad e , C olonel J ,  A. McDowell 
6 th  Iowa 
46t h  Ohio 
40th I l l i n o i s  
o th  In d ian a  B a tte ry
2nd B rig ad e , C olonel David S tu a r t ,  (wounded), C olonel
T, K. Smith & L ieu ten an t C olonel Oscar Malmbor'a 
55th  I l l i n o i s  
54th  Ohio 
7 1 s t Ohio
3rd  B rig ad e , C olonel Je sse  H ildebrand 
53rd Ohio 
57th  Ohio 
77th  Ohio
4 th  Brigade^ C olonel Ralph Buckland 
46th  Ohio 
70th  Ohio 
72nd Ohio
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ÎTot B rigaded
4 th  I l l i n o i s  C avalry , 1 s t  and 2nd B a tta l io n s
1 s t  I l l i n o i s  L igh t A r t i l l e r y ,  B a t te r ie s  B, E
6 th  D iv is io n , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral Benjamin P r e n t i s s ,  
(cap tu red )
1 s t  B rig ad e , Colonel E v e re tt  Peabody, ( k i l le d )  
2 1 s t M issou ri 
25th  M isso u ri 
16th  W isconsin 
12th M ichigan
2nd B rig ad e , C olonel Madison M il le r ,  (cap tu red ) 
iB th  M issou ri 
61s t  I l l i n o i s  
16th  Iowa
Not Brigaded 
15th  Iowa 
23rd M issouri 
iB th  W isconsin
11th I l l i n o i s  C avalry , (E igh t Companies)
1 s t  M innesota B a tte ry  
5 th  Ohio B a tte ry
Bnassigned U nits 
15th  M ichigan 
14th  W isconsin 
Bth Ohio B a tte ry
1 s t  I l l i n o i s  L igh t A r t i l l e r y ,  B a t te r ie s  K, I  
2nd I l l i n o i s  L igh t A r t i l l e r y ,  B a t te r ie s  B, F
Army o f  th e  O hio, Major G eneral Don C arlos B u e ll 
2nd D iv is io n , B r ig a d ie r  G eneral A lexander McCook
4 th  B rigade , B rig a d ie r  G eneral L, H, Rousseau 
15th  U. S* In fa n try ,  1 s t  B a tta l io n  
16th  U. S. I n fa n try ,  1 s t  B a tta l io n  
19th  U. S. I n fa n try ,  1 s t  B a tta l io n  
1 s t  Oiiio 
6 th  In d ian a  
5th  Kentucky
5 th  B rig ad e , Colonel E. N, Kirk,(wounded)
77th  Pennsy lvania 
29th  In d ian a  
30th  In d ian a  
34th  I l l i n o i s
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6th  B rigade , Colonel ViT. H. Gibson 
15th Ohio 
49th Ohio
32nd In d ian a  \
39th  In d ian a
5th  U. S. A r t i l l e r y ,  B a tte ry  H 
4 th  D iv is io n , B rig a d ie r  G eneral W illiam  Nelson
10th B rigade, Colonel Jacob Ammen 
6th  Ohio 
24th  Ohio 
36th  In d ian a
_19th B rigade , Colonel W illiam  Hasen 
6 th  Kentucky 
9 th  In d ian a  
4 1 st Ohio
22nd B rigade, Colonel S. D. Bruce 




Detachment o f  the 2nd In d ian a  C avalry
5 th  D iv is io n , B rig a d ie r  G eneral T. L. C ritten d e n
11th B rigade , B rig a d ie r  G eneral J .  T. Boyle 
19th  Ohio 
59th  Ohio 
9 th  Kentucky 
13th  Kentucky
14th  B rigade , Colonel W. S. Smith 




Detachment o f 3rd Kentucky Cavalry 
1 s t  Ohio L igh t A r t i l l e r y ,  B a tte ry  G 
4th  U. S. A r t i l l e r y ,  B a t te r ie s  H, K
6 th  D iv is io n , B rig a d ie r  G eneral T. J .  Wood, (Not c lo se lv  
engaged)
20th B rigade , B rig a d ie r  G eneral James G a rfie ld
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64th  Ohio 
65th  Ohio 
13 t h  M ichigan 
51s t  In d ian a
2 1 s t Birigada, C olonel G. D-. Wagner 
15th  In d ian a  
40th  Ind iana  
57t h  In d ian a  
24th  Kentucky
568
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VITA
0. Edward Guzmln^ham was born In  McComb C ity , 
M is s is s ip p i,  jTuly 20, 1940. He re c e iv e d  h is  elem entary 
and secondary ed u ca tio n  in  th e  p u b lic  schoo ls of Pike 
County, M is s is s ip p i, and Tangipahoa P a r is h , L ou isiana .
In  1957, he en te re d  Southwest M is s is s ip p i Ju n io r 
C o llege , in  Summit, M is s is s ip p i,  t r a n s f e r r in g  to  
S o u th easte rn  L ou isiana C ollege , in  Hammond, L ou isiana , 
th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r , where he com pleted work on h is  
B. A, degree in  A ugust, i 960 .
In  September, i 960 , he was ad m itted  to  the  
L ou isiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  Graduate School, Department 
of H is to ry , re c e iv in g  th e  M. A. degree oh January 30 , 
1962. Prom 1962- 1964, he was a g rad u ate  a s s i s ta n t  a t  
L ou isiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , working tow ard h is  Ph.D 
in  American H is to ry .
In  September, 1964, he jo ined  th e  f a c u l ty  of th e  
U n iv e rs ity  of Tennessee, M artin  Branch, in  M artin , 
Tennessee, as  an A s s is ta n t P ro fesso r of H is to ry , where 
he i s  c u r re n tly  employed.
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